ENGL 101: First Assignment 
Narrative

10% of your final grade.
3 - 4 pages (900 words).   Your final paragraph or two (at least half a page) must be reflection rather than narrative. 

Tell me about an experience you have had with paid employment.  Your story should vividly show me some part of what it was like to live in this particular time and place in history: for example, try to use verbs about smelling, touching, hearing, or tasting, not just seeing your workplace.  Also consider this short passage from Barbara Ehrenreich’s Nickel and Dimed: “Even though I suspected from the start that the mathematics of wages and rents were working against me, I made a mighty effort to succeed” (9).  What did you suspect or assume about this job before you started it?  Were your suspicions proven or disproven?  What is something that you now know or understand that anyone who has not worked such a job does not?  

If you don’t want to write about a work experience, then please talk to me about adapting this assignment.  Don’t take on a topic that you do not have enough critical distance on to discuss with others and to frame for an audience.

August 29: Bring 2 pages of rough draft, freewriting, or whatever notes are helpful to you about one (or even better, two) workplace experiences that you are ready to talk about with someone else.   Your goal at this point is to generate words, most of which will probably be cut later.  If you work on a laptop, then bring it and make sure that whatever you have is readable by someone else.

September 5: Bring a three-page typed, stapled rough draft.

September 10: Final version due.  Make sure it has a title that suggests its most interesting idea, number its pages, and staple it to the front of your other major draft.
