Engl 565: Forms of Nonfiction, Spring 2012
Wednesdays 4:30 -7:10 p.m. Krug Hall 204
Kyoko Mori     
Office:  Science and Tech I, 119   Phone: 617-899-5972 (cell) 
Office Hours: Thursdays 5 – 6:30 and by appointment
Email: kmori@gmu.edu

Course Description:

This course offers a survey of the various forms of nonfiction narrative, including travel writing, nature writing, memoir, profiles, reportage, commentary, and writing about food, place, and books.  Through weekly reading and writing assignments and a final project that develops from one of the writing exercises, you will practice a wide range of nonfiction writing.
The weekly assignments are brief writing exercises designed to let you try different forms of nonfiction. It is important NOT to think of these exercises as finished essays.  They are meant to be sketches or fragments.  The page limit (3 pages double-spaced) should be observed.  At the same time, they should be free of careless errors (such as sloppy spelling and punctuation).  No letter grades will be given on these writing assignments, but my comments will make clear if you need to be more meticulous or conscientious with them.  
The final grade will be based on class participation (completing the weekly reading assignments and discussing them in class: 1/3), the overall conscientiousness of the weekly writing assignments (1/3), and the quality of the final project (1/3).  No one passes the course without completing all the writing assignments and handing them in on time.

Textbooks:

Annie Dillard, Pilgrim at Tinker Creek
Joan Didion, Where I Was From
Anne Fadiman, Ex Libris
MFK Fisher, The Gastronomical Me
Calvin Trillin, Travels with Alice
Kevin Kerrane and Ben Yagoda (eds), The Art of Fact


Schedule:  You are expected to read the whole book (for example when it says Joan Didion, Where I was From) or the whole essay (for example when it says, Ross, “The Portrait of Hemingway”).  The essays are found in The Art of Fact.  You can look up the page numbers by using the Table of Contents.

1/25	introduction	

2/1	Joan Didion, Where I Was From
	Home town exercise due (just bring a copy to class)

2/8	Annie Dillard, Pilgrim at Tinker Creek
	insect exercise due (bring a copy to class)

2/15	Ross, “Portrait of Hemingway”; Talese, “The Silent Season of a Hero”; Greene, “So We Meet at Last, Mr. Bond”; Stump, “The Fight to Live”
	
2/22	Mitchell, “Lady Olga”; Wolfe, “The Girl of the Year”; Hersey, from Hiroshima
	Profile exercise due (bring a copy to class)

2/29	MFK Fisher, The Gastronomical Me
	food exercise due (bring a copy to class)

3/1	AWP convention//No class

3/8	Mahoney, from Whoredom. . .; Covington, “Snake Handling”; Orwell, “The Spike”; Thompson, from “The Scum Also Rises”; Winerip, “Holiday Pageant: the importance of being bluebell”
	eye-witness, Gonzo, or under-cover exercise due (bring a copy to class)

3/15	Spring Break/ No class

3/21	Fadiman, Ex Libris

3/28	Trillin, Travels With Alice
	Book commentary OR travel exercise due (bring a copy to class)

4/4	Work at home and email a paragraph-long description of your planned final project by 11:59 p.m.  or make appointments for individual conferences with me and email the description the next day

4/11	reports on the final projects

4/18	Work at home

4/25	reports on the final projects

5/2	reports on the final projects

(Final Projects Due: should be emailed by 11:59 p.m. on 5/9)
