          ENGLISH 100: Composition for Nonnative Speakers of English
Spring 2012
Section 001, MWF 9:00-10:15, Robinson A107
Section 002, MWF 10:30-11:45, Robinson A107
Section 003, MWF 1:30-2:45, Robinson A107
SARA KING
Office: Rob. A415
E-mail:  sking@gmu.edu
Office Hours: MWF 12:00-1:00 or by appointment

         Welcome to English 100.  In this class you will use a process approach to develop your ability to do various kinds of college writing.  Reading and writing assignments, as well as class discussions and activities, will heighten your awareness of audience and purpose at all stages of the writing process and help you write with greater confidence.
         The readings for the course demonstrate a wide range of perspectives and approaches and include many essays by former students of English 100, who come to George Mason University from all over the world.  We will give special attention in our class discussions to the ways that our cultures influence us as readers and writers.  
        We will also devote some time in each class to review and discussion of standard American English grammar and usage, helping you to identify common patterns of error so that you can proofread and edit your work more effectively.
        Within certain guidelines, you will choose your own topics for writing and research.  In order to make these and the many other choices you face as writers, you will start with a few basic questions:  What do I want to learn?  Who would be most interested in or inspired by what I’ve learned?  How can I most effectively communicate what I’ve learned?  I look forward to working with you as you as you find some answers and discover more questions.

REQUIRED TEXTS:
1. Rules for Writers (RFW) by Hacker; Bedford/St.Martin’s, 7th Ed., 2011 
2. Course Pack of Student Writing (CP) Available at the JC Bookstore
3. E-reserves readings (ER) Access and print from GMU Libraries homepage

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
1.  3 Response Papers (2-3 pages each)
2.  Essay 1: Narration/Reflection (4 pages)
3.  Essay 2: Description (3 pages)
4.  Essay 3: Research  (5+ pages)
5.  Research Journal (including Summary/Analysis paper)
6.  3 Editing Tests 
7.  In-class work (participation, group activities, in-class writing, quizzes)

GRADES:   		
Essays 						45%			           	Response Papers					15%
Research Journal					10%			
Tests						15%			
          		 	In-class work					15%

Grades for this class are A+, A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, and NC.

Important Dates:

Last day to add:   Tuesday, 1-31-12
Last day to drop with no tuition liability: Tues., 1-31-12
Last day to drop with 33% tuition liability:  Tues., 2-14-12
Last day to drop with 67% tuition liability:  Fri., 2-24-12
Last day to drop: Fri., 2-24-12
COURSE SCHEDULE:                        

Narration/Reflection
M	1-23	Introduction to the course
W	1-25	CP: 1; Essay 1 and Response Paper 1 assignments
F	1-27	CP:  2, 19; in class writing  

M	1-30	CP:  3, 6					
W	2-1	CP:  4, 5	
F	2-3	RFW: Ch. 32; in-class writing				

M	2-6	ER: Min (2)						Response Paper 1 Due		
W	2-8	ER: Hari (2): RFW: Ch. 33-34	
F	2-10	ER: Ali; CP: 20			
											
M	2-13	ER: Kim	 (2)							
W	2-15	ER: Butler; RFW: Ch. 35-39
[bookmark: _GoBack]F	2-17	ER: Lahiri						Response Paper 2 Due		
					
M	2-20	Student Editing Workshops				   Rough drafts due
W	2-22	Review for Editing Test 1
F	2-24	Editing Test 1 (Punctuation)

Description
M	2-27	CP:  11, 12						            ESSAY 1 DUE
W	2-29	CP:  7, 8				
F	3-2	CP:  13, 14; in-class writing

M	3-5	CP: 9, 10, 21	
W           3-7	ER: Bryson; ER: Theroux					
F	3-9	ER: Beah; in class writing							

MWF	3-12, 3-14, 3-16  SPRING BREAK   No Class						

M	3-19	ER: Chang (2)					             Response Paper 3 Due	
W	3-21	ER:  Ahmed;  RFW: 21, 27, 28	
F	3-23	Student Editing Workshops				     Rough drafts due						
M	3-26	Review for Editing Test 2						
W	3-28	Editing Test 2 (Verbs)					
Research
F	3-30	CP:  15, 23: RFW: 53-55					           ESSAY 2 Due													
M	4-2	ER: Carr	; CP: 16						
W	4-4	ER: Hyman, ER: Chua	
F	4-6	articles from university databases; RFW: Ch. 56-60

M	4-9	ER: Khalsa, CP: 17			          bring article for Summary/Analysis Paper
W	4-11	ER: Evans, ER: McCabe					
F	4-13	CP: 18; 22					                bring draft of Works Cited				
M	4-16	articles on Blackboard					Research Journal Due
W	4-18	sample MLA papers
F	4-20	Introductions to Essay 3					Revisions Due 																							
M	4-23	Conferences				
W	4-25	Conferences
F	4-27	Conferences						Extra Credit Due		
												
M	4-30	Student Editing Workshops				Rough drafts due
W	5-2	Editing Test 3 (articles)			
F	5-4	In-class writing/Course evaluation				ESSAY 3/Portfolio Due				
Students with Learning Differences: Any student with a learning difference that might affect his or her performance in a course with an intensive reading, writing, and oral emphasis should let me know within the first few two weeks of class.  I expect that you will be receiving help from the Disability Support Services and the Writing Center, and I encourage you to discuss any additional concerns about your instruction with me.

ESSAYS: Essays must be typed.  Please double space and use a font which averages 250 words per page.  (Do not use all italics or all capitals.)  Use one inch margins.  You essay should have a title (other than Essay #1, etc.) centered on the first page.  A separate title page is not necessary.  Submit your essay in a pocket folder or envelope with all preliminary work that was part of a class assignment (expanded writing exercises, process letters, etc.) The specific requirements will differ for each essay; please make sure you do and turn in ALL parts of each essay assignment. The essay assignment will provide a checklist that you should submit with your essay. Within certain guidelines, you will choose your own essay topics.  However, all work must be done specifically for this class and meet the stated requirements of the assignment.  Please don’t “recycle” writing you have done for another class, and NEVER attempt to represent someone else’s work (published or not) as your own.  For more information, see ACADEMIC INTEGRITY.  Late work:  Essays must be turned in on time to be eligible for revision. No assignment can be turned in more than one week late. 

ATTENDANCE AND CLASS PARTICIPATION: Group discussion and small group activities are an essential part of this class.  Regular attendance and punctuality are extremely important.  Quizzes are given at the beginning of class and cannot be made up. (The lowest grade will be dropped.)  In-class writing cannot be made up unless (1) your absence is excused (2) you contact me and make other arrangements BEFORE class. Part of your class participation grade depends on your arriving in class PREPARED to participate. (This is still the case after you have been absent.) Bring your own copies of all assigned texts.  Under special circumstances, you may attend a section other than the one in which you are enrolled, but only if you let me know beforehand.

STUDENT EDITING WORKSHOPS: On the dates indicated on the syllabus, you should bring three copies of the rough draft of your essay. (At least two copies must be hard copies.) You will read and respond orally and in writing to each other’s essays.
READING ASSIGNMENTS: The numbers on the syllabus indicate the Table of Contents listing (NOT the page number) of the course pack of student work (CP) and the chapter numbers in your grammar handbook (RFW). Readings on E-Reserves (ER) will be listed by writer's last name. Access these readings from the library homepage.  The password is english. The number after the name indicates the number of readings.  Please bring your own copies with you to class. We will discuss all readings listed on the syllabus, and you will have frequent unannounced reading quizzes and writing exercises based on the readings.  The readings are short; I expect you to have read them carefully before coming to class.  *There may be some adjustments or additions to the syllabus, including additional short readings handed out in class.  If you are absent, you are still responsible for any new reading assignments.

RESPONSE PAPERS:  You will analyze and respond to assigned readings of your choice, making connections between the readings and your own writing in progress, especially the current major essay assignment.  Guidelines for each paper will be handed out in class.
Response Paper 1:  Response to a student narrative essay (CP)
Response Paper 2:  Response to an excerpt from a longer work (ER)
Response Paper 3:  Comparison/contrast response on two assigned readings (CP and/or ER)

RESEARCH JOURNAL:  Preliminary work for the research essay (Essay 3), including a research writing exercise, summary/analysis paper on an article retrieved from the university databases, notes on all sources, introduction, outline, and Works Cited.

GRAMMAR/EDITING TESTS: One or more chapters will be assigned each week from Rules for Writers (RFW).  Please do the numbered exercises contained in the chapters.  (Answers to the lettered exercises are in the back of the textbook.) We will discuss and correct the exercises in class. Bring your own book to class.  There will be three editing tests during the course of the semester.  Using your grammar handbook and your class notes, you will be required to edit text containing common errors in grammar and usage.  You must take tests in the section in which you are enrolled.
Test 1: Punctuation      Test 2: Verbs	   Test 3: Articles/Nouns

TECHNOLOGY: Students will use laptops in class every Friday. (You may bring your own or check out a netbook from ClassTech in Robinson A104 using your GMU I.D. and proof of course enrollment.)  In addition to in-class writing for each major essay assignment and peer editing, you will participate in a variety of online activities related to reading and writing assignments. Most importantly, you will become more familiar with the university library databases and learn to use them to find appropriate, accurate, and reliable sources for academic research. All course assignments as well as some readings and other course materials, including the syllabus, will be available on Blackboard.  Please check Blackboard at least once a week or whenever you receive an E-mail notification that there are new announcements.

MID-TERM GRADES: Mid-term grades are reported for full semester 100- and 200-
level courses at the mid-point of each fall and spring semester.  You will be notified through your university E-mail account that mid-term grades are available to you only through patriotweb. Mid-term grades are intended to provide feedback to you on your academic progress.  They do not become part of your official student record.  They are not calculated in any GPA and do not appear on any official or unofficial transcript. Although they let you know how you are doing in the course by the mid-term, they may not be an accurate predictor of your final grade in the course.

REVISION and PORTFOLIO:  Revision is often the most important part of the writing process.  After I have graded essays and response papers, you may revise and resubmit them at any point in the semester up until.  (Any revisions done after this date must be submitted with the final portfolio on the last day of class.) You can improve your grade if you do significant revision (not just grammatical corrections) according to revision guidelines that will be distributed in class. Please save all graded essays.  I cannot grade a revision without the graded copy.  I encourage you to discuss your plans for revision with me and/or with a tutor at the GMU Writing Center.  Your final portfolio will contain your final revisions of Essays 1 and 2, your final draft of Essay 3, response papers, and the in-class writing done on the last day of class.  Specific guidelines for the portfolio will be handed out and discussed in class.  
                                      
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
GMU is an Honor Code university; please see the University Catalog for a full description of the code and the honor committee process. The principle of academic integrity is taken very seriously and violations are treated gravely. What does academic integrity mean in this course? Essentially this: when you are responsible for a task, you will perform that task. When you rely on someone else’s work in an aspect of the performance of that task, you will give full credit in the proper, accepted form. Another aspect of academic integrity is the free play of ideas. Vigorous discussion and debate are encouraged in this course, with the firm expectation that all aspects of the class will be conducted with civility and respect for differing ideas, perspectives, and traditions. When in doubt (of any kind) please ask for guidance and clarification.

GMU EMAIL ACCOUNTS
Students must use their Mason email accounts—either the existing “MEMO” system or anew “MASONLIVE” account to receive important University information, including messages related to this class. See http://masonlive.gmu.edu for more information.

USEFUL CAMPUS RESOURCES:

Office of Disability Services: http://ods.gmu.edu

The Writing Center: A114 Robinson Hall; (703) 993-1200; http://writingcenter.gmu.edu

University Libraries “Ask a Librarian”
http://library.gmu.edu/mudge/IM/IMRef.html

Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS): (703) 993-2380;
http://caps.gmu.edu






