
ARTH 322.001.  ROMAN ART AND ARCHAEOLOGY.  Spring 2012. 

MW 3 – 415. Art Bldg. 2026.      Professor: Carol Mattusch. 

E-mail: Mattusch@GMU.edu.   Office: Robinson B373A.       

       Phone: 703-993-5737.   

Office hours: 1-3 p.m. MW, by appointment, and at other arranged times. 

 History and Art History Department office: Robinson B359. 

 

ARTH 322 is a chronologically based study of the art and archaeology of the 

Roman world, with reference to the Etruscan and Greek backgrounds and to the 

rediscovery of the ancient world.  Our primary focus will be architecture, 

sculpture, painting, and contexts, as revealed through early discoveries and 

recent archaeological excavations. Sophomore standing required. 

 

Required text (in GMU bookstore):  

Fred Kleiner, A History of Roman Art. Boston: Wadsworth, 2010.  

 The readings listed on the syllabus will be presented and discussed during 

that week of class. You are expected to read the assigned pages before the class 

period for which they are listed. The reading will serve as background for the 

material covered in class. 

 

Attendance: 

 Do not take this course if you do not plan to attend all class meetings.  

You will see images in each class, many of which are not reproduced in Kleiner. 

Blackboard is not available for this course. Participation in class discussions is 

expected. The format for the classes will be primarily lecture, but please raise 

questions when you have them and share your thoughts on the readings. If you 

disagree with views that I express, challenge them. 

 Please do not arrive late or leave early as this is disruptive and 

discourteous to your classmates.  

No electronic devices are to be used during class: no laptops; no phones; 

no other devices may be used. Every device must be turned OFF and put away 

out of sight before each class begins and remain off until class has ended. 

 

Required e-mail account: 

You are expected to have an active GMU e-mail account and to check it 

regularly. Via that account, your questions will be answered promptly, and you 

will receive news, updates, assignments, and information about how to review 

for the mid-term and the final.  

 

 

mailto:Mattusch@GMU.edu


Reading and Grades.  

Be sure to learn the names of the Roman emperors and the dates of the 

reigns for the emperors discussed in class. You will also be responsible for 

learning the names and general dates of the ancient authors mentioned in class 

and the Latin and Greek names of gods and goddesses. The Glossary (Kleiner p. 

307) will be helpful for all terms, and should be part of your preparation for tests. 

Finally, you are expected to learn geographical locations discussed in class and 

shown on the maps in the textbook. Map questions will be included on tests.  

 

Writing assignments are designed to help you study.  

 

Studying:  

 If you are unclear about the specifics of instructions or assignments, be 

sure to ask me. I will hand out study guides periodically in class. 

 Cross-referencing your class notes with the reading assignments is an 

excellent way to integrate the material covered in the course. For instance, in the 

margin beside the notes that you take in class, you may want to note down page 

references in Kleiner.  

 Try forming a study group with your classmates. In that way you can 

learn whether your class notes are adequate, and whether you have the right 

focus as you prepare for tests. You will also get to know others in the class. 

 

Questions on tests may include: 

- dating of major periods, events, historical figures, and sources; 

- location of important sites on maps; 

- identification of historical figures, deities, and ancient authors; 

- definitions of terms and of concepts; 

- short essay questions on the readings and the lectures; 

- short essays on ancient Roman beliefs and on ideas and issues covered in class;  

- repeated questions from previous tests: there are always some of these, so be 

sure to learn the correct answers on previous tests as part of your preparation for 

the next test. 

The final exam will contain short essays on more general topics: in your answers, 

you will need to refer to specific material covered throughout the course.  

You are expected to arrive promptly and take all the tests and the final 

exam, and to do so when they are scheduled; NO MAKEUPS will be given 

without a previous request and a valid excuse from dean or doctor. 

 

 

 



Grade: 

Two scheduled quizzes (10 points each) and one or more pop quizzes and 

map tests (10 points each), one mid-term test (20 points), a final exam (30 

points), and short written assignments (10 points each). The written assignments 

will help you learn the material that is covered in class. (I know that the total 

number of points won’t add up to 100.) 

Class participation may raise your grade by as much as 5 points; non-

participation can lower your grade by 5 points. Missing a quiz will lower your 

grade by 10 points. If your grades show significant change, for better or for 

worse, this point will be taken into consideration in the determination of your 

final grade.  

The final exam should demonstrate the knowledge you have accumulated 

throughout the course: a failed final exam means that you will receive an 

unsatisfactory or failing grade for the course. You are expected to adhere to the 

Honor Code. Cheating will also result in a failing grade for the course. 

 

Grading: 

          A      95-100      A-    94-90 

 B+    89-87       B      86-83      B-     82-80 

 C+    79-77       C      76-73     C-     72-70 

 D      69-60       F      59-0 

 

 

Tentative syllabus, with reading assignments.  

 You are responsible for all material given in class, including 

announcements, and for all the readings and writings listed below. Additional 

quizzes or in-class writing assignments (10 points each) may be given with or 

without prior announcement. Grades for such will be factored into the final 

course grade (see Grade, above). 

 

Mon. Jan. 23. Introduction. Chronology; methodology; how we got to where we 

are in this field. 

Wed. Jan. 25.: The Greeks in Italy. 

 Read Kleiner, “Introduction: Italy Before the Rise of Rome,” pp. xxi - xlvii 

Jan. 30. Early Italy and Early Rome: Etruscans. 

 Written assignment due: list the important terms in Kleiner’s introduction 

and briefly identify each one. Type: 2 pages maximum.  

- January 31: last day to drop or add with no penalty - 

Feb. 1. Rome: the beginnings. 

 Read Kleiner, chapter 1, “From Village to World Capital,” pp. 1-15 



Feb. 6. Greek and Etruscan legacies: art collections; portraiture. 

 Read Kleiner, chapter 4. 

 Written assignment due, 2 or 3 double-spaced paragraphs/1 page: 

summarize what this chapter covers in chronological order, naming the most 

important places, events,  and names to go with important dates. 

Feb. 8. The Augustan Principate. 

 Read Kleiner, chapter 5. 

Feb. 13. Quiz. The Pax Augusta and building projects in the West. 

 Read Kleiner, chapter 7. 

Feb. 15. The Julio-Claudian dynasty: Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, Nero. 

 Read Kleiner, chapter 8. 

 Written assignment due, one typed page: 1) compare a dome to an arch; 2) 

contrast a corbelled dome with a true dome; 3) explain the assets of concrete. 

Feb. 20. Vacationing on the Bay of Naples: Romans acting like Greeks. 

 Read Pliny the Younger on the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius in 79 A.D.: Pliny 

the Younger, Letters to Tacitus, 6.16 and 6.20. Where to find it? Loeb Classical 

Texts (print); Fordham University ancient history website;  Perseus website; 

Penguin books (print); and there are lots of other places where it is quoted.  

 Written assignment: summarize Pliny the Younger’s actions during the 

time he describes. Double-spaced; 1 page maximum, typed, double-spaced.  

Feb. 22. Town Planning and city life: Pompeii.  

 Read Kleiner, chapter 2.  

Feb. 27. Domestic architecture and home décor.  

 Read Kleiner, chapter 3. 

 Written assignment due, 1 page, double-spaced: Why do people pay so 

much attention to Pompeii? If you find any answers to this in Kleiner, cite the 

page numbers in parentheses, like this: (Kleiner p. 132). Other sources? Cite them 

so that a reader can find them. 

Feb. 29. Midterm exam. 

March 5. The rediscovery of Pompeii and Herculaneum.  

 Read Kleiner, chapter 10. 

March 7. Civil War, the Flavians, and Nerva. 

 Read Kleiner, chapter 9. 

March 12 - 18. Spring Break. 

March 19. Civil War, the Flavians, and Nerva, continued. 

March 21. The Colosseum. 

 Watch the film Gladiator. 

 Written assignment, 1 page, typed, double-spaced: describe the 

Colosseum and the contests as they appear in the film. 

 



 

 

March. 26. Trajan in Rome. 

 Read Kleiner, chapter 11. 

March 28. Trajan abroad.  

 Written assignment: look up somewhere, anywhere, Adamklissi: what is 

it? Where is it? What is the monument about? 1 page, typed, double-spaced. Cite 

your source/s so that a reader can find them. 

April 2. Hadrian, Philhellene. 

 Read Kleiner, chapter 12. 

April 4. Hadrian continued. 

April 9. Quiz. 

April 11. The Antonines.  

 Read Kleiner, chapter 13. 

April 16. The Antonines continued. 

 Read Kleiner, chapter 14.  

April 18. Burials: Augustus; Hadrian; and everybody else. 

 Read Kleiner, chapters 6, 15. 

April 23. The Severans. 

 Read Kleiner, chapters 16 and 17. 

April 25. The Soldier emperors and the tetrarchs. 

 Read Kleiner chapters 18 and 19. 

 Written assignment, 1 page: outline the chronology, events, and important 

individuals covered in these 2 chapters.  

April 30.Constantine. 

 Read Kleiner, chapter 20. 

May 2. Last class. Roman art and architecture in today’s world. 

 

May 14: Final Exam 130-415 p.m. 

 The material included on the final will focus on what we’ve covered since 

the midterm. On your final exam, you should also demonstrate the knowledge 

you have accumulated throughout the course. You’ll need to know gods, terms, 

places, locations, emperors, and dates that you’ve learned throughout the 

semester. In addition to my study guides and earlier tests in the course, your 

written assignments will help you study for the final. Don’t fail the exam: that 

would mean that you didn’t get a grasp of the subject. 
 


