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Instructor: Megan Myers 
Office:  Robinson B 377D 
Email:  mmyers12@gmu.edu 
Meeting Time:  M 4:30-7:10 pm, Krug Hall 7   
Office Hours:  2:00-4:00 PM and by appointment 

 
 
Overview:  The aim of this course is to analyze the process of integration in Europe from 1945 to present and 
introduce you to the history, institutions and policies of the European Community (EC)/ European Union (EU) as 
well as some of the theories that best explain the European project. What social, political, and economic forces 
facilitated the process of European integration and ultimately paved the way to a single European market with a 
common currency, common foreign and security policy, regulatory policy and citizenship? How do we determine 
the successes and failures of integration in particular times and particular matters? What are the contemporary 
challenges facing the EU and what is the future of European integration? To answer these questions, this course 
will examine the international factors that have played a vital role in the integration process. Additionally, it will 
explore domestic politics of EU Member States, EU candidate states, and their interaction with each other as well as 
central institutions of the EU.  
 

Communication: 
 Office Hours: I will have office hours prior to class each day.  I heartily encourage students to attend to 

discuss any questions about the class or the specific assignments. 
 Your Accessibility: It is very important that I have your current email address and that you check your 

email often, as this is how I will communicate with the class regarding logistical matters, assignments, 
reading, any kind of emergency, etc. 

 My Accessibility: I check my email pretty regularly between 9-5 during Monday-Friday. On evenings and 
weekends I check it only sporadically, so plan accordingly if you need to reach me via email. 

 

Basic Classroom Etiquette:  You may feel invisible and unidentifiable in the crowd but please do your best to 
behave politely and consider this as training for future professional behavior.  Please turn off your cell phones, 
blackberries, and other communication devices during class—these are distracting for all of us. There will be a short 
break during which you can send text messages or make calls.  Also, please do not read the paper, magazines, etc. in 
class.  Do not talk to other students during lectures or arrive late to class.  

Request for Accomodation:  Students with documented learning disabilities are asked to consult me by the second 
week of class with the appropriate paper work.   
 

Assignments: 

Grade Scale: 
Class Participation: 20% 
Quizzes (Map, Reading, Comprehension): 15% 
Briefing I: 15% 
Briefing II: 15% 
Final Paper I: 10% (includes outline and classmate critiques) 
Final Paper II: 25% 



 
Course Policy on Make-up Work:  Make-up work will be given only for serious, documented medical 
reasons (usually only your hospitalization or a death in your immediate circle).  Work in discussion/lecture cannot 
be made up. 

Participation/Attendance: Course attendance is an area in which you can affect your own grade on a regular 
basis. Our course will span just fifteen sessions; please make an effort to be in class.  You will be graded on your 
participation. During each session we will discuss history as a group, and your grade will reflect the extent to which 
you demonstrate that you have done the reading, attended lecture, and thought about the issues with which we are 
engaging.  The GMU catalog states: “Students are expected to attend class periods of the courses for which they 
register.  In-class participation is important not only to the individual student, but also the class as a whole. Because 
class participation may be a factor in grading, instructors may use absence, tardiness, or early departure as de facto 
evidence of nonparticipation.”  Your participation will include the presentation below.   

Presentations: Each student will deliver one 10-minute presentation on a primary source document or a historical 
question during the six-week course.  Presentations will comprise a five-minute presentation and a five-minute class 
Q&A. The presentation will be accompanied by a corresponding contribution to that week’s wiki. These 
presentations are meant to provide an in-depth look at a particular issue each week, which we will all discuss in the 
context of the other material assigned. You will need to follow through and present on the day you originally 
selected, so be sure to pick a day that will allow you enough time to prepare a strong presentation and several 
discussion questions.  The topics for your presentations could include, but are not limited to:  

- an explanation of that week’s suggested reading  
- an explanation of a current or historical EU issue of particular interest  
- suggestions proffered by the professor in the prior class meeting  
- a primary or secondary source of interest 
 For example, EUI Oral history project:  http://www.eui.eu/HAEU/EN/VOE.asp  

 
Papers:  You will complete two out of three possible briefing papers over the course and one final research paper. 
We will talk more about constructing a historical argument and writing history papers prior to the due date. You will 
need to use 1-inch margins, double spacing, 12 pt. font, and footnotes. Additionally, be very careful to cite all ideas, 
theories, and writing that were not originally your own. Late papers will be graded down one-third of a grade (A to 
A-, A- to B+, etc.) per day late. If you email in a late paper at any point, copy yourself on the email so that you 
know I received it.   

Writing Center/Academic Workshops: If you need some assistance in writing your research paper or would like 
to attend study skills workshops, please do not hesitate to take advantage of the resources on campus. The Writing 
Center is in Robinson Hall A room 114. Academic Workshop schedules can be found in Student Union I room 
354. You are always welcome to make an appointment with me to go over your progress in class or request 
assistance with your papers. 

Plagiarism/Honor Code:  Abiding by the GMU Honor Code is essential if you plan on passing this course. The 
Honor Code states:  “To promote a stronger sense of mutual responsibility, respect, trust, and fairness among all members of the 
George Mason University community and with the desire for greater academic and personal achievement, we, the student members of the 
university community, have set forth this honor code: Student members o f  the George Mason Univers i ty  community pledge 
not  to cheat ,  p lagiar ize ,  s t eal ,  or  l i e  in matters  re lated to academic work.” Plagiarism, or putting forward 
someone else’s thoughts, ideas, or work as your own, is a serious offense.  It is crucial to prepare your own original 
work and to properly cite the writing and thought process of others.  We will go over proper source citation 
multiple times in preparation for the course paper. Please take this issue seriously. 

 
Feedback:  If you have a question about a grade or would like further feedback, you must first read through my 
comments and then submit your paper to me with your questions in writing and set up an appointment at office 
hours to discuss the matter. 
 



Reading: 
 Desmond Dinan, Origins and Evolution of the EU, Oxford University Press: 2006.  
 Sherill Brown Wells, Pioneers of European Integration and Peace, 1945-1963 A Brief History with Documents 
 Ann-Christina L. Knudsen, Farmers on Welfare, The Making of Europe's Common Agricultural Policy 
 Mark Leonard, Why Europe Will Run the 21st Century 

 
Suggested Reading: 

• European History Reader   
 
 

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES, READINGS, AND ASSIGNMENTS 
 

Week 1:   Monday August 29th:   Course Introduction____________________________________ 
 
READ:  (DUE DATE) 

 Dinan, 1-83.   
 Wells, 1-43.   

 
 

Week 2:  Monday September 5th:   NO CLASS - LABOR DAY – ____________________________ 

ATTN:  End Drop/Add 
 
 
Week 3:  Monday September 12th:   The Historiography of European Integration________________ 

 
READ:   

 (BB) Loth, Wilfried, ‘Explaining European Integration: The Contribution from Historians’, 
in Journal of European Integration History, vol. 14, no. 1 (2008), pp. 9-26. 

 Desmond, Dinan, ‘The Historiography of European Integration’, in Desmond Dinan (ed.), 
Origins and Evolution of the European Union, pp. 295–325. 

 Wells, 43-85.   
 
 

Week 4: Monday September 19th: The European Movement in the 1940s & 1950s______________  
 
READ:   

 Dinan, Origins and Evolution of the European Union, pp. 83–141 
 Wells, 85-112 

 
SIGNUP (Monnet): 

 Jean Monnet Memoirs, (London: Collins, 1978).  
 Duchêne, François, Jean Monnet, the First Statesman of Independence, New York and London: 

W.W. Norton and Co, 1994, pp. 147-180.  
 Dean J. Kotlowski, ed. The European Union: from Jean Monnet to the Euro  
 Henry H.H. Remak, The Man from Cognac: Jean Monnet and the Anglo-American Mindset 
 EUI Monet Interviews:  

http://www.eui.eu/HAEU/OralHistory/bin/list_ct_prg.asp?ln=gb&ctp=JMS 
______________________________ 
______________________________ 
______________________________ 
______________________________ 

 



 
Week 5:  Monday September 26th: Consolidating the Common Market_______________________ 

 
READ:   

 Dinan, Origins and Evolution of the European Union, pp. 141-167.   
 Wells, 112-151.   

 
SIGNUP (De Gaulle): 

 See Dinan (pg. 165)  
______________________________ 
______________________________ 
______________________________ 
______________________________ 

 
 
Week 6:  Monday October 3rd:  The EC in the 1970s and 1980s and the European Parliament________ 
 

READ:   
 Dinan, Origins and Evolution of the European Union, pp. 167-191, 218-233 
 (Blackboard) Building Parliament: 50 Years of European Parliament History 

 
SIGNUP (First Elections): 

 http://www.hum.leiden.edu/history/eu-history/historical/1973-1984.jsp 
______________________________ 
______________________________ 
______________________________ 

 
 

Week 7: Monday October 10th:  COLUMBUS DAY - CLASS MOVED TO  TUESDAY_____________ 
____________Tuesday October 11th:- _Integration and Euroscepticism______________________________ 
 

READ:   
 (Blackboard) The Werner Report on Economic and Monetary Union, 

http://www.ena.lu/the_werner_plan020100273.html 
 (Blackboard) Jacques Delors, ‘A Necessary Union.’ Address by Mr. Jacques Delors, 

President of the Commission of the European Communities, Bruges, 17 October 1989.  
 (Blackboard) Margaret Thatcher’s Bruges speech (1988).  

http://www.margaretthatcher.org/document/107332 
 http://www.margaretthatcher.org/speeches/displaydocument.asp?docid=104180 
 TBA 

 
SIGNUP (Andrew Moravcsik): 

 The Choice for Europe  
______________________________ 
______________________________ 

 
 

Week 8: Monday October 17th: Europe 1992_______________________________ ____________ 
 

READ:   
 (e-reserve) Sandholtz, Wayne, ‘Choosing Union: Monetary Politics and Maastricht’, 

International Organization 47, (1993), pp. 1-39 



 Dinan, Origins and Evolution of the European Union, pp. 233-271 
 

ATTN: 
 BRIEFING:  Choose a member state and trace its role in the EU/what makes it particular.  

How have EU policies influenced its domestic history?  Where does that state fit into EU 
history?    

o Germany 
o Ireland 
o U.K. 
o Cyprus 
o Greece 
o Poland 
o Candidate Country:  Croatia 
o Potential Candidate Country:  Bosnia 

 
SIGNUP: 

______________________________ 
______________________________ 
______________________________ 

 
 
Week 9: Monday October 24th: Agricultural and Regional Policy I/View from a Nation State 
 

READ:   
 Ann-Christina L. Knudsen, Farmers on Welfare, 1-122.   

 
ATTN: 

 Meet with me (paper outline) 
o Failure to bring a complete outline will result in a letter grade deduction from your 

final paper.   
SIGNUP: 

______________________________ 
 
 
Week 10:  Monday October 31st:  ___Agricultural and Regional Policy II/Europe and the World  

 
ATTN:   

 Meet with me (paper outline) 
o Failure to bring a complete outline will result in a letter grade deduction from your 

final paper.   
 

READ:   
 Ann-Christina L. Knudsen, Farmers on Welfare, 122-319 

 
SIGN UP: 

 Andrew Moravcsik, “The Origins of Human Rights Regimes: Democratic Delegation in 
Postwar Europe,” International Organization, LIV, 2 (Spring, 2000), 217-252. 

______________________________ 
______________________________ 

 

Week 11:  Monday November 7th: European Justice and the Politics of Judicial Integration 
 



ATTN: 
 BRIEFING:  Pick a European ruling that was particularly contentious or significant and 

explain why. 

READ:   

 (e-reserve) Burley, Anne-Marie and Walter Mattli, ‘Europe Before the Court: a Political 
Theory of Legal Integration’, International Organization, 47 (1993), pp.41-76. 

 (e-reserve) Garett, Geoffrey, ‘The Politics of Legal Integration in the European Union’, 
International Organization, 49, (1995), pp. 171-181. 

 (e-reserve) Mattli, Walter and Anne-Marie Slaughter, ‘Law and Politics in the European 
Union: A Reply to Garrett, International Organization 49,1 (1995), pp.183-190. 

 (e-reserve) Dehousse, Renaud, The European Court of Justice: The Politics of Judicial Integration, 
Basingstoke:  Macmillan, 1998. 

 
RESOURCE: 

 http://www.law.nyu.edu/library/research/researchguides/europeanunionresearch/index.ht
m 

 http://www.llrx.com/features/eulaw.htm  
 

SIGNUP: 
______________________________ 

 
 

Week 12:   Monday November 14th: European Enlargement____________________________ 
 

READ:   
 (e-reserve) Jan Zielonka (2001), “How New Enlarged Borders Will Re-shape the European 

Union” in Journal of Common Market Studies 39.  
 (e-reserve) Grabbe, Heather (2000), “The sharp edges of Europe: extending Schengen 

eastwards”, International Affairs 76(3), 519-536. 
 (e-reserve) ‘Europe: Where does it Begin and End?’, Special Issue of International Affairs, Vol. 

76, No.3, July 2000.  
 Dinan, Origins and Evolution of the European Union, pp. 271-295.   
 (e-reserve) Özlem Elgün and Erik R. Tillman, “Exposure to European Union Policies and 

Support for Membership in the Candidate Countries,” Political Research Quarterly, Vol. 60, No. 
3 (Sep., 2007), pp. 391-400.  
 

SIGNUP: 
______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

 

Week 13:  Monday November 21st: Challenges to the EU in the 21st Century____________________ 
 

ATTN: 
 BRIEFING:  Pick a challenge facing Europe.  Explain its historical roots and what you 

think should be done.   



• National Identity/Immigration/Emigration 
• Minority Communities 
• Human Rights and National Sovereignty 
• Collective Security/Terrorism/Human Rights 
• Global Recession and the Euro 

READ:   
 (e-reserve) Anthony D. Smith. 1994. National Identity and the Idea of European Unity. 

International Affairs (Royal Institute of International Affairs) 68 (1), 55-76. 
 (e-reserve) Jill Marshall, “Conditions for Freedom? European Human Rights Law and the 

Islamic Headscarf Debate,” Human Rights Quarterly, Volume 30, Number 3, August 2008, pp. 
631-654 

SIGNUP: 
______________________________ 

 
 
Week 14: Monday November 28th: Turkey’s in European Union? __________________________ 

Democracy and Legitimacy in the EU___________________ 
 

READ:   
 (blackboard)  Follesdal, Andreas and Simon Hix, ‘Why There is a Democratic Deficit in the 

EU: A Response to Majone and Moravcsik’, European Governance Papers No. C-05-02. (2005).   
 (e-reserve) Moravcsik, Andrew, “’In Defense of the ‘Democratic Deficit:’ Reassessing 

Legitimacy in the European Union,” Journal of Common Market Studies 40, 4 (2002), pp. 603-
624. 

 (e-reserve) “The Myth of Europe's ‘Democratic Deficit’,” Intereconomics: Journal of European 
Economic Policy (November-December 2008). 

 TBA 
 

SIGNUP: 
 (e-reserve) Dinan, D. "Ending the Constitutional Impasse." Journal of Common Market Studies, 

Annual Review 2007/2008, Vol. 46, (2008): 71-90. 
 

______________________________ 
______________________________ 

  ATTN: 
 PAPER DRAFTS DUE FRIDAY DECEMBER 2nd 9 AM 

 

 

Week 15:  Monday December 5th  - The Future for the European Union?_________________________ 
A Review of the Course_________________________________ 

ATTN: 
 Read and critique two of your colleagues drafts 

 
READ:   

 (blackboard)“In Defense of Europe: Now More than Ever, it’s  not Smart to Bet on the EU’s 
Demise,” Newsweek (30 May 2010, Cover Story). 



 (e-reserve) Simon Hix, “The Diagnosis,” What's Wrong with the Europe Union and How to Fix 
It.  

 Mark Leonard, Why Europe Will Run the 21st Century,  
 

______________________________ 
 

 
December 13th:  9 AM: FINAL PAPERS DUE___________________________________________________ 
 
 


