
RELI 100-04: The Human Religious Experience 
Fall 2016   MW 3:00-4:15 PM                                                                                                                                      
Music Theatre Building 1006                                                                                                                                                       

Instructor: Prabhavati Reddy (preddy3@gmu.edu; 703-993-1290)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Office Hours: Mondays/Wednesdays by appointment                                                                            
Office: Robinson B443A     

 

I. Course Description  
This course introduces students to the study of human religious experience from two 
perspectives. First we will look at various dimensions of religion such as the experiential, 
mythic, doctrinal, ethical, ritual and social in order to understand the way the nature of religious 
worldviews are formed in different cultures. We will apply these dimensions to the study of 
religions and/or reflect in a comparative perspective by asking why doctrinal or mythic 
dimension is important in some religions likewise why ethical or philosophical or ritual 
dimension is vital in other traditions. Second, we will examine the phenomenon of human 
experience of the sacred (“God” or “Truth” “Absolute” or “Ultimate Reality”) in world’s major 
religious traditions: Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Judaism, Christianity and 
Islam. We will also examine the ways individuals in these traditions have understood the nature 
of God and discovered different paths to the realization of that “Supreme Being.” 

Objectives        

� Demonstrate a basic knowledge of history, texts, doctrines, beliefs and practices of major 
Western and Asian religions 

� Learn about the dimensions of religion 
� Cultivate comparative analysis and interpretation skills of narratives and diverse religious 

expression  
� Develop empathy from learning alternative religious viewpoints  

 

II. Required Texts 
 
Ninian Smart, Worldviews Crosscultural Explorations of Human Beliefs, Edition 3  
Houston Smith, The World Religions, 2009                                                                                      
Blackboard materials 

 

III. Course Requirements 

� Regular attendance of lectures and participation in class discussion are highly required. 
Students are responsible for all the announcements made during the classes as well as 
posted blackboard materials. Class absences are excused in the case of serious issues, 
decided on a case by case basis. Other classroom rules include not to use laptops, phones 

mailto:preddy3@gmu.edu


and other gadgets and not to leave the classroom in the middle of lecture or discussion 
unless you have to attend to an emergency situation. 

� Each student is expected to complete 3 take-home exams (1, 2, and final) during the 
semester. See the syllabus readings for exam deadlines.  Penalty for late submission. If a 
student is unable to take either Exam 1 or Exam 2 for a valid reason and with the 
permission of instructor, that student must write a research paper (10 double space pages) 
related to the subject matter of the exam missed. The student should consult the instructor 
for paper topic, requirements and deadline.  The final exam is mandatory and if a student 
fails to take it, would receive an “incomplete” grade for the semester and will also require 
to write a research paper (10 double space pages) with the consult of instructor. That 
paper must be submitted in accordance to university deadlines and regulations for 
finishing incompletes.  

� Bring the books to class. We will often be referring to our readings in class so you will 
gain more out of our discussions if you have the text with you. 

� Taking notes is extremely important for the successful completion of the course and good grades. 
 

Grading Evaluation   

Each exam is worth of 1/3 of the semester grade (each 33% 100 points). Final grades are 
determined based on the three exams. The instructor may consider a student’s 
participation in class in assigning the final grade (only in marginal cases). 

 

IV.  Honor Code The George Mason University students should abide by the Honor Code 
and the guidelines of academic integrity are set by the university. You can find the 
information on the Honor Code at academicintegrity.gmu.edu. The violation of Honor 
code rules will be reported to the Honor Committee for review. Students who involve 
with plagiarism or cheating will meet with the severe penalties. 

 
V.  Course Outline and Reading Assignments 
 

8/29 Introduction to the study of religion; Worldviews, 1-10   

8/31 Exploring religion and worldviews; major cultural areas of the world                
Worldviews, 11-54 



9/5 Labor Day - University holiday   
 
9/7 The Experiential Dimension, Worldviews, 55-70  
 
9/12 The Mythic Dimension, Worldviews, 71-86     
 
9/14 The Doctrinal, Worldviews, 87-103 

9/19  The Ethical Dimension, Worldviews, 104-117  

9/21  The Ritual Dimension, Worldviews, 118-130 

9/26 The Social Dimension, Worldviews, 131-14 

9/28  Exam 1 (Exam will be posted on the blackboard on September 25th) 

10/3 & 5  Hinduism, The World Religions, 12-81 

10/10 & 12      Buddhism, The World Religions, 82-153        

10/17 & 19  Confucianism, The World Religions, 154-195 

10/24 & 26  Taoism, The World Religions, 196-220 

10/31   Comparative analysis of Asian religions and class discussion   

11/2 Exam 2 (Exam will be posted on the blackboard on October 30th) 

11/7 & 9 Judaism, The World Religions, 271-316 

11/14 & 16 Christianity, The World Religions, 317-364   

 11/21 & 28 Islam, The World Religions, 221-270  

11/23-27 Thanksgiving recess 

11/30  Comparative analysis of Western religions and class discussion 

12/5 & 7 The emergence of a new “religious age” and contemporary trends in religion 
   Worldviews, 145-162 

12/19  Final Exam (Exam will be posted on the blackboard on December 15th) 

  

 

                               


