
HIST125-008: Introduction to World History 
Fall 2016 

Monday 4:30-7:10 
 

Dr. Nona Martin Storr 
E-mail: nstorr@gmu.edu 
Class Location:  Merten Hall 1200 
Office Hours: Mondays 3:30-4:30 or by appointment 
Office Location: Robinson B 226C 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
In this course we explore and examine the sweeping historical changes that have resulted in 
the world in which we now live.  We will look at each major global contact (whether 
through some form of cooperation or conflict) and their part in shaping and reshaping the 
politics, cultures and economies of various regions. This exploration will situate us mainly 
in the Africa, Asia, Latin America ad the Middle East but we will also spend some time in 
Europe and the Americas. This will allow us to wee the each region became a part of a global 
system that is affected by far reaching religious transformations, mercantile activity, 
industrial growth, and imperialism/ colonialism. By semester’s end, students should grasp 
the major trends underlying seven centuries of world history.  

Finally, we will study the influences of modern nationalism, Cold War dynamics, and anti-
colonial movements in the twentieth century. By the end of the semester, students should 
have a grasp of the major trends underlying the most recent millennium of world history – 
ALL of world history. To accomplish all of this, we will explore primary documents from 
some oft "unheard" voices like women, non-whites and non-Westerners) secondary source 
scholarship in the form of scholarly articles and informative sources (videos, Images and 
music etc… ) This class will include both the lecture format as well as interactive activities.  

REQUIRED TEXTS: 
 
Text Books: 
1. Worlds Together, Worlds Apart Concise Edition. Vol. 2  

2. Companion Reader, Vol. 2.  These books are bundled at the GMU Bookstore under the 
ISBN of 987-0-393-60785-7 

Supplemental Books 

Books 1 and 2 are required. You have a choice between books 3 and 4.  

1. Getz, Trevor R. and Clarke, Liz, Abina and the Important Men: A Graphic History, 2
nd 

edition. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2015. 
2. Thiong’o,  Ngugi Wa A River Between, Pearson, 1990. 
3. Satrapi, Marjane Complete Persepolis, New York: Knopf, 2007. 
4. Ghassan Kanafani and Hilary Kilpatrick (tran), Men in the Sun. Cairo: American University 

in Cairo Press, 1991 
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INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES FOR THIS MASON CORE COURSE  

1. Students will demonstrate familiarity with the major chronology of World history.  
2. Students will demonstrate the ability to narrate and explain long-term changes and 

continuities in World history.    
3. Students will identify, evaluate and appropriately cite online and print resources.  
4. Students will develop multiple historical literacies by analyzing primary sources of 

various kinds (texts, images,  music) and using these sources as evidence to 
support interpretation of historical events.    

5. Students will communicate effectively – orally and in writing – their understanding 

of patterns, processes, and   themes in the history of the (entire) world.    

THE MASON CORE 
 

George Mason University’s Mason Core is designed to complement work in a student’s 
chosen area of study. These classes serve as a means of discovery for students, providing a 
foundation for learning, connecting to potential new areas of interest and building tools for 
success in whatever field a student pursues. Learning outcomes are guided by the qualities 
every student should develop as they move toward graduating with a George Mason degree.  

Through this and a combination of courses, the Mason Core program helps students to become: 

Critical and Creative Scholars 

Students who have a love of and capacity for learning. Their understanding of fundamental 
principles in a variety of disciplines, and their mastery of quantitative and communication 
tools, enables them to think creatively and productively. They are inquisitive, open-minded, 
capable, informed, and able to integrate diverse bodies of knowledge and perspectives. 

Self-Reflective Learners 

Students who develop the capacity to think well. They can identify and articulate individual 
beliefs, strengths and weaknesses, critically reflect on these beliefs and integrate this 
understanding into their daily living. 

Ethical, Inquiry-Based Citizens 

Students who are tolerant and understanding. They can conceptualize and communicate 
about problems of local, national and global significance, using research and evaluative 
perspectives to contribute to the common good. 

Thinkers and Problem-Solvers 

Students who are able to discover and understand natural, physical, and social phenomena; 

who can articulate their application to real world challenges; and who approach problem-

solving from various vantage points. They can demonstrate capability for inquiry, reason, and 
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imagination and see connections in historical, literary and artistic fields. 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

Attendance and Participation:  

Students are expected to attend all meetings of the course. The quizzes, papers, and 
midterm and final examinations require knowledge of course lectures and readings. This 
course is structured to reward students who come to class, complete their reading, 
participate in the discussions and group work, and stay on top of their assignments. You will 
be graded on your assignments AND your participation during interactive class activities. I 
expect all students to participate and your participation will be documented. To participate 
effectively you must read and watch the assigned videos and THINK about the assigned 
materials before you come to class, then be prepared to ask questions and think critically 
about the material. We will talk about how to do this in one of our first classes. This class is 
meant to be interactive and that can only occur when both you and the instructors are fully 
engaged. 

Group Work:  

Many class periods will be structured with  mini-lectures or partial-reviews and group work 
or discussions. Group work requires students to be prepared for class and to cooperate with 
their fellow group members. There will often be some sort of short assignment to complete 
as part of group activities. 

Reading:  

We are covering 800 years of history and the lectures, though important, will not be enough 
to give you the in-depth of coverage of that time. The readings for his class are imperative. 
The readings for include a traditional textbook, a companion reader, a required graphic 
novel, one required novel and  a choice of a graphic novel and a novel. 

Quizzes:  

To ensure that students are attentive to the details of the course, you will have several 
quizzes throughout the semester. The format of the quizzes may vary throughout the term, 
but they will focus on major points in the assigned readings, videos, and lectures. In-class 
quizzes will take place at the beginning of class and will resemble the major exams to help 
students prepare for those heavier assignments. In-class quizzes will be “open-note” – but 
with restrictions such as putting all notes onto one 8.5” x 11” sheet of paper – to ensure you 
are taking good notes from the lectures. 

Short Paper 

Students will write TWO (2) papers throughout the semester. Due dates are listed in the 
course schedule below, and assignments for each paper will be handed out in class about 
three to four weeks before they are due. The goal of these papers is to allow students to 
grapple with the material from the course and work on (and improve) their college-level 
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writing. Guidelines for submitting papers are listed below under course policies and will be 
expanded upon in the paper assignments. 

Examination 

The course will have a midterm and a final examination, which will consist largely of 
matching, identification groupings, and short essay questions. It will cover material from 
videos shown in class and assigned, lecture notes and primary source readings. Notes will 
be allowed during exam, with some restriction. 

 
GRADING AND ASSIGNMENT DUE DATES 
 
Dates for the various major assignments are provided below in brackets [ ] and also in the 
Course Schedule section. Final course grades will be calculated according to the following 
rubric: 
 

  

Quizzes: 10%   

Participation/Group Work: 15%   

PAPER #1: 15%  Due: 10/31 

PAPER #2: 20% Due: 12/12 

MIDTERM EXAM: 20% Tuesday  10/11 

FINAL EXAM: 20% 12/19: 4:30-7:15 

 

 

OTHER IMPORTANT DATES 
 
Last day to drop September 30th 
Selective withdrawal period October 3- October 28 

 
 
FALL 2016 SCHEDULE  

The schedule below highlights lecture/discussion themes, assigned readings, and key 
deadlines. Abbreviations used for the main texts are WTWA for Worlds Together, Worlds 
Apart  and READER refers to the Worlds Together Worlds Apart Companion Reader . Please 
bring BOTH texts to every class whether or not there is an assigned reading due on 
that day. 

 
Week 1: 8/29 – Introduction to Class: Why we study history and why start here 
                  9/5 – LABOR DAY – NO CLASS 
 
Week 2: 9/12 – Crises and Recovery in Afro-Eurasia 1300-1500 
  9/12  Reading DUE: WTWA 382-417 
                           READER: p45 The Ordinance of Laborers 
                                              p51 The Voyages of Zheng He  
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        p56 A Spanish View of Tenochtitlan 
  Map Quiz 
 
Week 3: 9/19  Recovery and Expansion in Eurasia and the Americas, 1450-1600 

Reading DUE: WTWA 419- 446 
                           READER: p66 The Broken Spears 
                                              P75 Sepulveda, Causes of Just War with Indians  
        P84 Calvin On Predestination 

                    P87 Mbemba, Letter to the King of Portugal 
 
Week 4: 9/26- World’s Entangled 1600-1750 

Reading DUE: WTWA 453-487 
                           READER p111 Ligon A True and Exact History of Barbados 
                                              P115 Phillips, Buying Slaves at Whydah  
        P121 Thistilewood, The Brutality of Sugar Plantations 

 
 

Week 5: 10/3 Cultures of Splendor: Revolutions, Enlightenments and Their Limits  
Reading DUE: WTWA 496-523 

                                  READER: p140 de Busbecq, Turkish Letters 
                                              P150 Cotes, Preface to Newton’s  Prinicipia  
        P154 Locke 
               P158 Hasan Jahangir’s Dream 
                           P163 Smith,  On Baubles and Demise of Feudalism 

 

 
Week 6: 10/11 – MIDTERM EXAM – class meets Tuesday 
                           
 
Week 7: 10/17- Reordering the World, 1750-1850   

Reading DUE: WTWA 530-561 
                             READER: P180 Equiano, The Case against the Slave Trace 
               P184 Valentia, Calutta 
       P192 Zexu, Letter to Queen Victoria 

 
 
Week 8: 10/24-  Alternative Visions of the 19th Century  

Reading DUE: WTWA 570-597 
                               READER: P210 Wahhab, Wahhabi Reformers in Mecca 
               P206 Isaacs, Description of Shaka and the Zulu Military 
       P210 Sahib, Call for Hindu-Muslin Unity 

 
 

Week 9: 10/31- Nation and Empires – New (western) Imperialism 1800-1914 
Reading DUE: WTWA 606-635 

          Due:  Getz and Clarke Abina and the Important Men 
         ***PAPER 1 – DUE*** 

 
Week 10: 11/7- An Unsettled World, 1890-1914 
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Reading DUE: WTWA 645-673 
                            READER: P249 Fitter Family Display 
               P254 Du Bois, The Negro Problem 
       P260 Lenin, The transition from Capitalism to Communism 

 
 

Week11: 11/14-  New Imperialism & the Beginning of the War of the World, 1850-
1940 

Reading DUE: WTWA 682-711 
                            READER: P281 British Army’s Form A2042 
               P285 Sanger, Birth Control and Eugenics 
       P289 Gandhi, Second Letter to Lord Irwin 

 
 

 
Week 12: 11/21 World War II and the Three World Order 
  Reading DUE: WTWA 720-751 
                            READER: P305 Levy-Hass, Diary Of Bergen-Belsen  
                                              P335 Goldman and Turki, Conflicting Perspectives on Israel    
                                                      and Palestine 
       P340 Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth 
                                            P344 Mandela,  The Rivonia Trial 
 
 
11/23 – 11/27: THANKSGIVING BREAK 
 
Week 13: 11/28- Globalization: WTWA 763-824 
Reading DUE: WTWA 763-824 
Optional: Paper 2 Outline/First Draft 

  
 
Week 14: 12/5The New Era and Final Exam Prep 
 
12/12 –PAPER 2 - Due 
 

Week 15: FINAL EXAMINATION 
12/19: 4:30-7:15 
Subject to change in event of class cancellation due to  inclement weather.  Please 

check gmu.edu/academic/academic calendars for updated information 
 

COURSE POLICIES 
 

Class absences:  

Students are expected to attend all meetings of the course. In the event that you must miss 

class, you are responsible for the contents of the missed class. On the first day of class, you 

should exchange email information with the people sitting next to and/or behind/in front of 
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you so that you have someone to ask about class content when you have to miss a class 

period. Absences will be considered unexcused unless you communicate with me, 

preferably BEFORE your absence (if possible). 

Email:  

I am happy to respond to any concerns or questions you have via email, although detailed 

explanations are best had face-to-face during office hours. I may, occasionally, send emails 

to the class. For this purpose, I will be using your GMU email account ONLY. Mason uses 

only Mason e-mail accounts to communicate with enrolled students. Students must activate 

their Mason e-mail account, use it to communicate with their department and other 

administrative units, and check it regularly for important university information including 

messages related to this class. 

I will respond to email sent during business hours (M-F, 9am -5pm) within one working 

day. (example: an email received Wednesday afternoon will usually be returned by 

Thursday afternoon). If you email me outside of business hours, I will endeavor to respond 

within 2 working days (example: an email received over the weekend will be returned by no 

later than Tuesday or an email received late Wednesday night may not be returned until 

Friday).  

Submission of Work:  

All written assignments should be typed, double-spaced, with 1-inch margins and in a 12-

point font. Your name should be on the paper, and all pages should be numbered, even 

though you will be turning in all papers electronically. Group Work will be turned in 

during/at the end of class and should include ALL group members’ names on it.  

Late Work:  

All students are responsible for knowing and adhering to the deadlines for course 

assignments. Late work will be penalized five points per day. For papers, this penalty will 

continue for 20 days until there are no points left to be earned. For homework assignments, 

this penalty will continue for 10 days until there are 50 points left to be earned. Then, those 

homework assignments can be turned in at any point until the day of the final exam for up 

to half-credit. 

The only exceptions to these policies will be when you have explicit, advance permission 

from your instructor. If you anticipate a problem in completing or submitting your work on 

time, you must contact the instructor in a timely manner (i.e. WELL BEFORE the assignment 

is due) and you may very well be granted an extension. 
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Cellphones: During class all cellphones must be switched completely off or set to silent 

mode. Neither students nor instructors should compose, read, or respond to text messages 

or emails during class. If you are an emergency responder (such as an EMT) and must 

receive calls, texts, or pages, please notify the instructor within the first week of the course. 

Laptop Computers and Tablets: Students who wish to use a laptop or tablet for note-

taking are welcome to do so. However, the use of laptops for purposes other than taking 

notes (i.e., email, instant messaging, internet browsing unrelated to the course) is not 

acceptable. 

Late Adds: If you add the class late, you must meet with the instructor as soon as possible. 

You will not be permitted to submit assignments that you have missed without special 

arrangements 

 

Academic Honesty and Plagiarism:  

This class and all of your work as an undergraduate are governed by GMU’s Honor 

Code: “Student members of the George Mason University community pledge not to 
cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work.” Plagiarism is 

presenting the exact words, opinions, factual information, or ideas from another source 

without giving that source credit. Writers give credit through the use of accepted 

documentation styles, such as parenthetical citation, footnotes, or endnotes; a simple list of 

books, articles, and websites is not sufficient. We will discuss these formatting issues before 

the 1st Paper is due. If you are tempted to use material you have found on the internet or 

elsewhere, stop working immediately and contact the instructor. It is better to turn in a late 

assignment than to violate the Honor Code. Plagiarism cannot be tolerated in an academic 

setting.  It is our duty to report all violations of the Honor Code, and we take this duty quite 

seriously. To read more about the Honor Code, the Honor Committee, and its procedures, 

see go to http://honorcode.gmu.edu.  

Disabilities and Academic Accommodations: 

If you are a student with a disability and need academic accommodations, please see me 

and contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) at http://ods.gmu.edu/ or 703-993-2474. 

All accommodations must be arranged through that office. Please give me any ODS forms as 

soon as you can so we can make the proper arrangements. 


