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History 388 
Fall of the Roman Empire 
Spring 2016 
MW 10:30-11:45  
Krug Hall 242 
 
Sam Collins 
scolline@gmu.edu 
Robinson B377B 
Office hours: W 12-2 and by 
appointment 
 
 
Description and goals 

This class will consider 
the fate of the Roman Empire 
between the reigns of 
Diocletian (284-305) and 
Heraclius (610-641). These 
turbulent centuries saw Roman political, cultural, and religious life utterly 
transformed, and it is the purpose of this class to take stock of these changes 
in the face of often fragmentary and difficult evidence. Through a careful 
consideration of primary sources both literary and material we will examine a 
range of topics including: the machinery of political life, the identity and 
impact of the barbarians (so-called), the late Roman military and the problem 
of the frontiers, the spread of Christianity and the resilience of the old 
religions, the divergent fates of east and west, and persistence of Roman 
institutions and forms of government long after the fall of Rome. In addition, 
we will ask what historians ancient, medieval, and modern have made of this 
fall, what really fell, and the degree to which the idea of a fall itself is a 
useful way of thinking about these later centuries of the Roman world. 

By the end of this course students will be familiar with the main lines 
of development in late Roman history, and be able to identify key events and 
key historical figures of the period. More importantly, students will have 
begun to develop a range of analytic skills essential for understanding the 
period and the interpretation of the often difficult and fragmentary source 
base on which our history of the later Roman Empire is built.  
 
Students with disabilities 

If you are a student with a disability for which you need academic 
accommodation, please see me and contact the Office of Disability Resources at 
703.993.2474, ods.gmu.edu. All academic accommodations must be arranged through 
ODS. 
 
Honor code 

• George Mason University has an Honor Code, which requires all members of 
this community to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty and 
integrity. Cheating, plagiarism, lying, and stealing are all prohibited. 

• All violations of the Honor Code will be reported to the Honor Committee. 
• See http://oai.gmu.edu/honor-code/masons-honor-code/ for more detailed 

information.  
 
Blackboard 

For better or for worse blackboard plays an important role in this course 
as a repository for many of our readings and all of our graded assignments. 
Please ensure that you have access to our blackboard page: mymason.gmu.edu 
 
Email 

Please ensure that you have access to your GMU email account. I will 
occasionally communicate with the class via email, and the course email lists 
depend on your GMU mail account. Reminder: in order to comply with student 
privacy laws, faculty and students must use their GMU email accounts when 
corresponding with each other. 
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Winter weather 

In the event of snow (or, 
since this is greater Washington, 
the very faintest hint of snow) 
classes may be cancelled. In such 
events we will follow whatever 
amended opening and closing times 
the university sets. These are 
always announced on the main 
webpage: gmu.edu and sent out by 
text alert for those of you signed 
up for this service. Those 
nostalgic for obsolete technology 
may call the switchboard: (703) 
993-1000. 

 
Student services 

I want to remind you that George Mason University has put in place a 
number of academic support services and other resources to facilitate student 
success. You have already paid for these; they are your tuition dollars at 
work; take full advantage of them. In particular: 

• The Writing Center: writingcenter.gmu.edu 
• Counseling and Psychological Services: caps.gmu.edu 
• University Career Service: careers.gmu.edu 

 
Important dates 

• Martin Luther King Day M 1/18: no class 
• Last day to add: Tu 1/26 
• Last day to drop (33% tuition penalty): Tu 2/2 
• Final drop deadline (67% tuition penalty): F 2/19 
• Selective withdrawal period (see: 

https://registrar.gmu.edu/topics/selective-withdrawal for details): M 
2/22-F 3/25 

• Spring break: M 3/7-Su 3/13 
• Last day of classes: M 5/2 

 
 
Assignments and grading 
 Four elements comprise your grade in the course: ten source assignments 
(2.5 points each), timeline assignment (15 points), midterm and final essays 
(30 points each).  

Source assignments: These are short writing assignments, generally 1-2 
pages at most, keyed to readings under discussion by the class. The specifics 
vary from assignment to assignment, but in general these are 
short essays designed to help you focus your reading of the 
primary sources. All can be found in the “assignments” folder on 
blackboard. Timeline: This assignment asks you to select a 
series of essential moments in late Roman history on a theme of 
your choosing and defend your choices. Full details in the 
“assignments” folder on blackboard. Midterm and Final Essays: 
These longer writing assignments (8-10pp) as you analyze and 
compare two or more of our primary sources in some detail; essay 
questions will be posted to blackboard roughly 14 days in 
advance of the due date for each essay. 

 
The following conversion of numerical grades to university 
letter grades will be used: 

A = 93-100 A- = 90-92 B+ = 87-89 
B = 83-86 B- = 80-82 C+ = 77-79 
C = 73-76 C- = 70-72 D = 60-69 
F = all grades 59 and lower 


