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Syllabus (prelim.) 
 
 
ECON 362 Section-003 / 001+002 by Video Conferencing: African Economic Development, spring 2016 
Instructor: Eskil Ullberg 
Office: By video; E-mail: eullberg@gmu.edu 
 
 
I. Objective of the Course 
 

The objective of this course is to study Economic Development for Africa, rooted in history, clarified by theory 
and exemplified by emerging country cases, current events and participation of development practitioners from 
the Worldbank / NGO. There is good news out of Africa, however not all of Africa, but since mid 1990s several 
countries, in particular in Sub-Sahara, have managed to break out of devastating civil wars, social misery and 
poor economic performance and governance, beginning to build a better future for their citizens. These 
“emerging countries” are moving towards emerging democracy, rule of law, market economic policies, moving 
out of debt crises, focusing on technology and education, striving for a role in the global economy as partners of 
trade and with a new generation of managers and political leaders, the “Cheetahs”. Unfortunately unprecedented 
terrorism and violence has recently erupted after a short-lived ousting of dictators in northern Africa turning to 
an “Arab Winter”. Africa is a diverse continent and is better understood – from an economic development 
perspective – in terms of how natural and human resources are managed. We will distinguish between oil 
producing, emerging democracies (building economic, political and social institutions) and other (often 
dictatorships) groups of countries. We will consider the role that economic policies, institutions and 
management (governance) of a transition from a traditionally more personal, social exchange system to an 
extended order of markets for impersonal exchange, international collaboration and trade. The course is 
characterized by three components – historic development, theory and cases (core), including institutional 
analysis, and something on the “Arab Spring” and its recent change to “Winter”. We will also try to integrate 
current events including epidemics and rise in extreme terrorism and possibly how to deal with them. The 
development discussion will be framed by the management (governance) issues in making the transition 
towards a more efficient economic, social and political structure. After the class you will be able to better 
analyze African Economic Development issues and policies and better understand global economic affairs and 
their relation and impact on a diverse Africa, perhaps thinking up new policies for the African countries. 
 
This course will be taught in a classroom but over video. In addition, up to 25 students at the time will be able 
to access the class off-campus from their PC or Mac (potentially iPads). This will allow you to participate in the 
class more freely and also listen to the recorded lessons for review (PC/Mac/Smartphones). A number of other 
interactive features will be tried during this class. A non-compulsory presentation via recorded video will also 
be a new feature, to get feedback from peers on selected topic for the compulsory paper. 
 
The exam will include a take-home exam (no in-class exams), a term paper (key), short writings and 
participation in frequent opportunities for class-discussions. 

 
 
II. Prerequisite 
 

ECON 103 (Micro) and 104 (Macro), or permission of the instructor. Basic understanding of math is necessary. 
 
If you do not have this background you typically need to do a little extra background reading on basic economic 
concepts to catch up with the other students. 
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III. Text Books and References 
 

Required 
(1) Radelet, Steven, Emerging Africa, Center for Global Development, 2010, 

http://www.cgdev.org/content/publications/detail/1424378/ 
(2) Rapley, John, Understanding development, http://www.amazon.com/Understanding-Development-

Theory-Practice-Third/dp/1588265382/ref=dp_ob_title_bk , 3rd ed., Reiner Pub, 2007 
(3) Reader, John, Africa: A Biography of the Continent, Vintage Books, 1999 

http://www.amazon.com/Africa-Biography-Continent-John-Reader/dp/067973869X#_ 
(4) List of articles on economic development, see lessons below 

 
References for additional readings of interest 

(1) IMF, World Economic Outlook (report) 
(2) Angus Deaton, The Great Escape (book) 
(3) Smith, 2004, Human nature: an economic perspective (article) 
(4) Portfolios of the poor (blog) 

http://www.economist.com/blogs/freeexchange/2009/05/saving_when_you_earn_2_a_day 
 
IV. Evaluation Criteria and Exam Schedules (preliminary) 
 

In preparation for each class, please read/watch the material under each lesson. Then write max ½ 
page on why it matters for African economic development, and upload to Blackboard under the lesson 
in question. This is in preparation for class discussions (it is also helpful to keep up with the reading!). 
  
The final grade is weighted average of exams and short papers, where the weights are as follows: 
Shorter presentations by video or in class and term paper on country specific subjects: 25%, weekly writings 
10% (80% of writings must be completed), class participation 5% (frequent interactions) then mid-term exam 
3/16,18: 30%(no letter grade, take home) and final exam 5/4,6: 30% (some pre-midterm material, take home). 

 
V. Course Outline (subject to minor revisions, as needed) 
 

I. Basics: Introduction to the principles and problems of development 
 
OBS! CLASS STARTS 1/27 for section 003 (S3) and 1/29 for section 001+002 (S1+2). 
1. Introduction to principles and problems – from personal to impersonal exchange, S3: 1/27, S1+2: 1/29 

- Wolfensohn: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8XXHCeoN5FM 
- Economist, Dec 3-9, 2011, Africa Rising: http://www.economist.com/node/21541015   
- Rule of law, governance, trust, the functioning of market in an extended order 
Radelet, Introduction/Sub-Sahara 

 
II. Pre-colonial and colonial history of Africa 

 
2. Pre-colonial history of Africa, S3: 2/3, S1+2 2/5 

Reader, chapters 34-39 
 

Skype discussion on “SDGs”, Marcelo Guigale (prelim.) 
 

3. The colonial era in Africa, S3: 2/10, S1+2: 2/12 
Reader, chapters 41, 46, 48, 49, 51 

 
III. Theories and real application to development 

 
4. Africa’s growth puzzle, S3: 2/17, S1+2: 2/19 

Rapley, Ch 1, 2, 3/Statism 
Radelet, Ch 1/Five factors 
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5. A three tiered approach to emerging Africa, S3: 2/24, S1+2: 2/16  
Rapley, Ch 4, 5/Neo-classical 
Radelet, Ch 2/Three tiers 
Wolfensohn, 2011, Speech on Corruption at LDC conference in Turkey, May 2011, 
http://www.unmultimedia.org/tv/webcast/2011/05/group-of-eminent-persons-mr-james-
wolfensohn-ldc-iv-conference-1st-plenary-meeting.html 

 
IV. Institutions: Humanly devised constraints; importance of property right regimes 
 
6. Institutions-1: The role of institutions in economic development, S3: 3/2, S1+2: 3/4 

North, 1991, “Institutions”, Journal of Economic Perspectives Vol. 5, No. 1, pp 97-112, available 
on JSTOR. http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdfplus/1942704.pdf?acceptTC=true  
 
World Economic Outlook, 2003, Chapter 3, “Growth and Institutions”, pp 95-128, available at: 
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2003/01/pdf/chapter3.pdf  
 
Radelet, Ch3/Democracy 
 
North, 2006, “A conceptual framework for interpreting recorded human history”, NBER 12795, 
http://www.nber.org/papers/w12795.pdf  
 
Video discussion on “The Hunger Project”, John Coonrod (prelim.) 

 
x. Spring Break (3/7--13) 
 
7. Institutions-2:Corruption, Big Man politics, gov. issues, S3:3/16, S1+2: 3/18 MID TERM EXAM 

*** MID TERM EXAM *** (to be submitted prior to class on Blackboard, followed by lecture) 
 

Daniel Kaufmann, 2003. “Rethinking Governance:  Empirical Lessons Challenge Orthodoxy,” 
World Bank/Discussion Draft, available at:  
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTWBIGOVANTCOR/Resources/rethink_gov_stanford.pdf.  
 
Daniel Kaufmann, 2003, “Myths and Realities of Governance and Corruption”, Chapter 2.1 pp 81-
98. http://papers.ssrn.com/SOL3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=829244 
 
Radelet, Ch4/Economic Management 

 
V. Managing: the move towards a more efficient economic market (exchange) system 
 
8. Geography and Culture, S3: 3/23, S1+2: 3/25 

Ricardo Hausmann, 2001.  “Prisoners of Geography,” Foreign Policy, No. 122, pp 44-53, 
available on JSTOR or http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2001/01/01/prisoners_of_geography  
 
Jeffrey Sachs, 2003.  “Institutions Don’t Rule,” NBER Working Paper, available at: 
http://www.nber.org/papers/w9490.pdf  
 
Dani Rodrik, 2004, “Institutions, Integration, and Geography,” available at:  
http://vhnhorm.iie.com/publications/papers/subramanian0204.pdf  
 
William Easterly and Ross Levine, 2002, “Tropics, Germs and Crops,” available at:  
http://www.nber.org/papers/w9106.pdf?new_window=1  
 

9. Remittance markets in Africa – the new investment source, S3: 3/30, S1+2: 4/1 
Mohapatra, Ratha (eds), 2011, Remittance markets in Africa. Ref. will be provided. 
Radelet, Ch5/End of debt  
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10. Economic Policies: Agriculture – Natural Resources – Intellectual Property, S3: 4/6, S1+2: 4/8 
 Text on Agriculture to be added. 

Michael Ross,  “The Natural Resource Curse:  How Wealth Can Make You Poor,” Chapter 2 in 
Natural Resources and Violent Conflict, Ian Bannon and Paul Collier, eds., available at: 
http://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=3i0Wxj9l8LQC&oi=fnd&pg=PA17&dq=resource
+curse&ots=GLyEhDIoPX&sig=Dmzve2eEGZHZYryw4Mo48nZLqIg#PPR3,M1.  
   
Elissaios Papyrakis and Reyer Gerlagh, “The Resource Curse Hypothesis and its Transmission 
Channels,” available at:  http://www.econ.kuleuven.ac.be/smye/abstracts/p275.pdf.  
 
Scott Pegg, 2006. “Can Policy Intervention Beat the Resource Curse? Evidence from the Chad-
Cameroon Pipeline Project,” African Affairs, Vol. 105, pp. 1-25, available at: 
http://proquest.umi.com.mutex.gmu.edu/pqdlink?Ver=1&Exp=01-05-
2014&FMT=7&DID=1217313371&RQT=309&clientId=31810.    

 
Radelet, Ch6/The Technology Revolution 

 
11. The role of foreign aid, S3: 4/13, S1+2: 4/15 
 Diaspora finance, the new source of entrepreneurial development 

Steve Radelet, 2006.  A Primer on Foreign Aid, CGD Working Paper No. 92, available at:  
http://www.cgdev.org/content/publications/detail/8846.  
 
William Easterly and Tobias Pftuze, 2008.  “Where Does the Money Go? Best and Worst 
Practices in Foreign Aid,” Journal of Economic Perspectives Vol. 22, No. 2 
http://pubs.aeaweb.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1257/jep.22.2.29  

 
12. Conflict, S3: 4/20, S1+2: 4/22 

Paul Collier, et. al., 2003.  Breaking the Conflict Trap: Civil War and Development Policy, 
chapters 1-3, available at: 
http://books.google.com/books?id=NkzJO_84_x0C&printsec=frontcover&dq=collier+%26+confli
ct&lr=#PPR5,M1.  

 
Radelet, Ch7/A new generation of managers and leaders  

 
13. The critical role of trade – the engine of inclusive growth, future development, democratization and 
economic freedom, S3: 4/27, S1+2: 4/29 

David Dollar and Aart Kraay, 2004. “Trade Growth and Poverty,” The Economic Journal, pp. 
F22-F49. http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2001/09/dollar.htm  
 
Peter Blair Henry & Conrad Miller, “Institutions v. Policies:  A Tale of Two Islands,” NBER 
Working Paper No. 14604, available at:  http://www.nber.org/papers/w14604. 

 
Radelet, Ch8/Challenges ahead 

 
VI. The North African case of the “Arab Spring” turning “Winter” and then? 
 
14. The Arab Spring and World Order (with 13) – Will social unrest lead to path to reform and 
freedom or dictatorship? When will extreme terrorism be conquered? S3: 4/27, S1+2: 4/29 

Kissinger, World Order (extract) 
Video discussion on national unity, economic development and post-Islamist Winter, First 
Secretary of Embassy of Egypt in DC, (prelim.) 

Preparing for the final exam. 
 

FINAL EXAM– Final exam will focus on issues after the midterm. S3: 5/4 (S1+2:5/6) 
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VI. Office Hours 
 

Before and after class by video, or on Skype by appointment. 
 
VII: Class Policy 
 

1. Students who need to miss several classes or more should not attempt to take this course. 
2. No make-up exams but instead weight shifted to the other exams if legitimate conflicts (i.e. work, illness), 

no exam prior to the official schedule, no final exam after 60 minutes, no electronic device for exam, and 
no solicitation for a grade. 

 
VIII. University Policy 
 

Relevant campus policies and resources for students include: 
Academic integrity (the Honor Code), GMU email accounts to activate, the Writing Center, University 
Libraries, Counseling and psychological Services (CAPS), and Office of Disability Services (ODS). For 
information in detail, see the University Catalog (catalog.gju.edu) or contact the instructor. 

 
/EU, 01/06/2016 
 


