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REQUIRED TEXTS & MATERIALS: 
 

   1. Coogan, Tim Pat.  Michael Collins: The Man who Made Ireland     

   2. Fanning, Ronan.  Fatal Path: British Government and Irish Revolution  

   3. Hopkinson, Michael.  The Irish War of Independence 

   4. Hopkinson, Michael.  Green Against Green: The Irish Civil War 

   5. Matthews, Kevin.  Fatal Influence: The Impact of Ireland on British Politics, 1920-

1925   

 

(Note: Because a number of sources relevant to this course are out of print, other readings 

will be provided by the instructor via Blackboard; see the syllabus calendar below for a 

tentative list.) 
 

 

RECOMMENDED TEXTS  

   (Note: you are not required to purchase these books; they are listed here as additional resources:) 
 

   1. Bowman, John.  De Valera and the Ulster Question, 1917-1973 

   2. Duggan, John P.  A History of the Irish Army 

   3. Follis, Bryan.  A State Under Siege: The Establishment of Northern Ireland, 1920-1925 

   4. Laffan, Michael.  The Partition of Ireland, 1911-1925 

   5. Lee, J.J.  Ireland, 1912-1985: Politics and Society 

   6. Mansergh, Nicolas.  The Unresolved Question: The Anglo-Irish Settlement & its Undoing 

   7. Mitchell, Arthur.  Revolutionary Government in Ireland: Dáil Éireann, 1919-22 

   8. Moody, T.W. & F.X. Martin, ed.  The Course of Irish History 

   9. Pakenham, Frank.  Peace by Ordeal 

 10. Townshend, Charles.  The British Campaign in Ireland: 1919-1921 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES: 
 

 This seminar has been created to examine a particularly violent time in both Irish and British 

history.  More broadly, it will look at how the failure of representative government to deal with the related 

issues of nationalism, ethnic conflict, and guerrilla warfare led to revolution, war and, finally, civil war.  

Although the Irish conflict has stretched over several centuries, this seminar will confine itself to events 

that began with the pre-1914 Home Rule Crisis and ended with the final agreement on Ireland’s partition 

into two states in 1925.  The aim is to use this period as a case study to show how and why dilemmas 

such as the “Irish Question” are so difficult, some would say impossible, to solve.  

 

 It is assumed that not every student coming to this course does so with a detailed grasp of 

Anglo-Irish history, or of the people and institutions that will be discussed in lectures and readings.  

When possible, I will go into detail about these matters - but, for those of you who do not have a strong 

background in either British or Irish history, I encourage you to make use of Moody & Martin’s Course of 

Irish History.  You may also wish to consult John Ramsden’s edition of The Oxford Companion to 

Twentieth-Century British Politics. 
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TEACHING TECHNIQUES & EXAMINATIONS: 
 

 Varied, although the emphasis will be on lectures, classroom discussions, and readings.  From 

time to time, these sessions will be supplemented with film presentations which will also be the basis for 

discussion.  Typically, I use what is called a “semi-Socratic” method of teaching.  If you are prepared, 

your individual contribution to these discussions will lead to a more lively and interesting experience for 

everyone concerned.  On a more prosaic level, your participation in class will benefit your final grade 

  

 You are personally responsible for ensuring that you know the time and date of all assignments.   

You are expected to take the final exam when it is given to the class; students are not allowed to take 

exams at a time of their choosing.  Students who are permitted to take exams at the testing center must 

obtain the paperwork needed to do so prior to the final exam.  If you fail to deliver your assignments on 

time or to attend the final exam without a documented excuse (usually medical in nature), you will not 

be allowed to hand in late work or take a make-up exam.  You will, instead, be given a zero grade without 

appeal. 

 

 

GRADING SCALE: 
 

Bibliographical essay      15 percent 

Research paper       35 percent 

Final examination      30 percent 

Classroom participation/attendance:     20 percent 

       __________ 

Total:       100 percent 

 

 

90-100      A - signifies remarkable, outstanding work showing complete mastery of the subject 

   A+  97   - 100    

   A 93   -   96.9 

   A- 90   -   92.9 

 

80-89       B - signifies work that is above the average expectations for this course. 

   B+ 87   -   89.9 

   B 82   -   86.9 

   B- 80   -   81.9 

 

70-79       C - signifies work that meets average university standards. 

   C+ 77   -   79.9 

   C 72   -   76.9 

   C- 70   -   71.9 

 

60-69       D - signifies work that is far below average but which is passable. 

 

59-below  F - signifies failure. 

 

 

 



- 4 - 

 

 

 I do not, and I will not, grade on a curve.  Nor is it possible to offer extra credit work - for 

any reason.  Students should instead devote their energies to the assignments laid out in this syllabus.  If 

a student merits an “A”, that is the grade that he or she will receive.  At the same time, I do not distribute 

grades based on some sort of percentage basis, meaning that only a certain number of students can earn an 

“A”, a certain number a “B”, and so forth.  If every student deserves an “A”, that is the grade each student 

will receive.  That said, “A” work, as defined above, demonstrates complete mastery of the subject.  

While I hope that every student will strive to meet this standard, it will not be easy to obtain such a 

grade. 

 

 

ATTENDANCE: 
 

 Since lectures and discussions are the foundation of this seminar, attendance of class sessions is 

mandatory.  Each student is responsible for all material and all announcements presented at each session.  

Students should also be aware that they will be tested on material covered in class but which will not 

necessarily be found in the assigned readings - and vice versa..  If a student must miss a class, (s)he 

should arrange to obtain class notes from a fellow student.  Lecture notes will not - under any 

circumstances - be provided by the instructor. 

 

 It is important that each student stays ahead of the reading assignments to be prepared for class 

discussions.  Failure to attend class on a regular basis will make it extremely difficult to keep abreast 

of the seminar as it develops and can only result in lowering the student’s final grade and, possibly, 

failure of the course.  Specifically, the final course grades for students who fail to attend class on a 

regular basis (as determined by the instructor) will drop an entire letter grade - without exception.  

This is beyond the 20 percent part of your grade covered by “classroom participation/ attendance”.  Valid 

excuses for missed sessions (again, usually medical in nature) should be in writing; verbal explanations 

will not be accepted. 

 

 

ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATION: 
 

 If you are a student with a disability and need academic accommodations, please see me and 

contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) at 703.993.2474.  All accommodations must be arranged 

through that office.  You should see me about this matter immediately so that ODS can assist you.  

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS: 
 

 Cheating and plagiarism - Either offense will constitute grounds for failing this course.  The 

university has a code governing academic ethics.  Any student who is caught cheating on a quiz or exam 

or who plagiarizes will have his or her case sent to the Dean’s Office for adjudication.   

  

 It is a serious academic offense to plagiarize, i.e. to present ideas, particularly the use of direct 

quotes, as if they were your own.  This is particularly important when writing the term paper for this 

course and students should take care to properly cite in footnotes work produced by others.  More serious 

still is the presentation of a paper which has been acquired via the internet.  Cases of this nature will 

be immediately submitted to the Dean’s Office. 
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 The Internet - The instructor’s E-mail addresses is at the top of this syllabus & I will check 

messages on a regular basis.  However, I prefer face-to-face communication.  In other words, do not 

abuse the internet.  If a student repeatedly sends unnecessary messages, I will simply decline to respond. 

 

 Classroom decorum - Students are expected to show up for class on time and, once in class, to 

remain for the entire session, except in case of dire emergency.  Arriving late or leaving in the middle of a 

session is disruptive and disrespectful to your fellow students.  Those who violate this rule can expect to 

receive a lower course grade.   

 

 Use of tape-recorders & lap-top computers is permitted.  However, you must discontinue their use 

if they are disruptive to other students.  Also, use of lap-tops or other such devices will be banned if you 

use them during sessions to check social networks, E-mail, play video games, etc.  Continued use of these 

devices after you have been told not to do so will result in a failing grade for this course - without 

appeal. 

 

 Pagers and cell phones are to be turned off at the beginning of each class.  Failure to do so will 

adversely affect your course grade.  Any attempt to use unauthorized devices during an examination will 

be grounds for failing the course.  You are welcome to bring drinks to class.  However, eating during 

lectures & exams is forbidden.  Put another way - I don’t lecture in your kitchen; don’t eat in my 

classroom. 

 

 University resources - George Mason University offers a range of services to assist students in 

achieving their academic goals and you are encouraged to make use of them.  Among the services that 

you may find beneficial are: 

 

 * COUNSELING CENTER - 703-933-2380   http://www.gmu.edu/departments/csdc/ 

 * ENGLISH LANGUAGE INSTITUTE (FOR NON-NATIVE SPEAKERS OF ENGLISH) -  

703.993.3660   eli.gmu.edu 

 * WRITING CENTER - 703.993.1200   http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/ 

 

 

RESEARCH PAPERS: 
 

 All students taking this course are required to write two papers: a 5- to 7-page bibliographical 

essay, followed by an 18- to 20-page analytical paper.  Your assignment is to choose a person, policy, or 

incident covered by this seminar and then analyze your subject’s impact or importance.  As you will see 

from the list of suggestions below, you may investigate this question through the medium of biography. 

 

 Your analytical paper must be based on a mix of at least seven (7) separate sources, for example  

four (4) books and three (3) academic journal articles.  NOTE: Your essay and paper may use the books 

and articles assigned for this course.  But - they must be used in addition to the seven sources required 

for these assignments.  Therefore, it will not necessarily be to your advantage to use course texts for these 

two assignments.  In any case, you should use them only if they are directly relevant to your topic. 

 

 The bibliographical essay is a brief summary of the sources you plan to use for your analytical 

paper.  In some cases, this summary will include an explanation of how you believe this source will help  

advance the argument you intend to make in your later paper.  In others you may find it necessary to refer 
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to one or more sources not because they advance your argument but because you plan to challenge their 

conclusions.  You may wish to approach this assignment as a comparative book review.  The aim is to get 

you to think of how you will approach the larger assignment; in other words, it should be the springboard 

for your analytical paper.  To assist you, a sample bibliographical essay will be posted on Blackboard.    

 

 As for the analytical paper, it is critical that you bear in mind that it is not to be a simple 

narrative paper.  Rather, your assignment is to analyze a policy, event, or a particular incident by 

addressing questions such as: How or why did this particular policy come about, what were the 

ramifications of the incident being discussed, why did a particular person, or party, or other set of actors 

take the decision or action being analyzed?  Were there viable alternatives?  Were the results those 

expected or hoped for?  Or, was the outcome unexpected, possibly even disastrous for those involved?   

 

 As well as avoiding the trap of writing a purely narrative paper, you should also be aware that this 

is not an exercise in writing counterfactual history.  While your paper might consider viable alternatives 

to, say, a policy being considered, it is important that you only go so far as the evidence allows when 

making these determinations.  Put another way, your paper should not be an example of “what if” history.    

 

 This assignment affords a wide range of possibilities.  For this reason, each student’s selection 

should be unlike those of his or her fellow students.  At the same time, you should make sure that your  

topic can be examined within the 18-20 page requirement.  It should not be so broad that it cannot be 

analyzed, but neither should it be so narrow that your paper is repetitive.  For instance, one of the topic 

suggestions listed below is “Michael Collins & the origins of modern, urban guerrilla warfare”.  If you 

chose it, you would not analyze Collins’s career, never mind his entire life.  Instead, you should 

concentrate on how and why he came to realize that such a strategy was necessary to combat Britain’s 

overwhelming military power.  For your benefit, I require that you see me during office hours, to discuss 

topic options; the sooner you see me, the more choice you will have when it comes to picking a topic.  

Your selection must then be submitted as a typed, one-page memorandum on  8 ½" by 11" paper no later 

than 22 September.  A copy must also be E-mailed to me by the same date. I require both.  (I realize 

these assignment deadlines are tight, but there is no way around that.)  A sample memorandum is given 

here: 

 

 

{STUDENT’S NAME} 

{STUDENT’S E-MAIL ADDRESS} 

{DATE} 

 

 In March 1917, Americans were shocked to learn of a secret German plan to involve Mexico in a 

war with the United States.  In return, the “Zimmermann Telegram” promised Mexico the states of Texas, 

Arizona, and New Mexico.  Astonishingly, German Foreign Minister Arthur Zimmermann publicly 

admitted he had sent the message.  Although US-German relations were already teetering after 

Germany’s resumption of unrestricted submarine warfare in January, war still seemed remote to those 

living in America’s heartland.  This paper will show that the Zimmermann Telegram changed all that.  

Far from being a secondary cause of America’s entry into World War I, the telegram convinced 

Americans that German militarism threatened the entire country.  This proved decisive when Congress 

resolved to go to war with Germany just one month later.   

 

 

*** 
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 Your bibliographical essay and your term paper must be typed, paginated, with margins of no 

more than one inch, double-spaced and footnoted; other citations - e.g., endnotes, MLA style, etc will 

not be accepted.  Both assignments should also include a complete bibliography of all sources cited or 

referred to in your paper.  If you use alternative citations or fail to include a bibliography, your papers 

will be returned to you ungraded, and your subsequent grade for the assignment will be lowered by a full 

letter grade. A guide showing how footnotes and your bibliography should be presented will be issued 

shortly.   

 

 I understand that students will use the internet to research these papers.  However, the use of 

internet sources alone is insufficient for these assignments, and I strongly discourage relying solely on 

such material.  My reason for this is simple: while printed material typically passes in front of four or five 

pairs of eyes before it is published, material that appears on the internet is too often scanned in but not 

subsequently checked for accuracy.  This occurs even on reputable sites.   

 

 For this reason, your paper should rely mainly, if not exclusively, on printed sources (e.g., books, 

academic articles).  If you exclusively rely on internet sources, especially ones that prove to be inaccurate, 

your grades will suffer.  However, you are permitted to use reputable internet sites to obtain academic 

articles via sites such as JSTOR, as well as parliamentary debates, newspaper articles, etc.  

 

 Students may include prints, charts, etc, but only if they directly aid your analysis.  Nor should 

they be used as a substitute for your text.  If you include a chart, that takes up half a page, for instance, 

that half page will not count toward the 18-20 page requirement.   

 

 It is expected that these papers will be free of factual, spelling and grammatical errors.  For this 

reason, I strongly urge students to purchase and use Strunk & White’s Elements of Style.  This reliable, 

inexpensive guide will save you from numerous errors both now and in the future and is well worth 

having.  Needless to say, it is the student’s responsibility to submit a correct, legible copy of his or her 

paper.  Unfortunately, some students are tempted to obtain research papers from the internet.  To prevent 

that happening, and to protect other students who play by the rules, I reserve the right to ask students to 

supply all notes, evidence of research, and drafts of their work should a question of authorship arise. 

  

 As pointed out above, there are a wealth of topics for you to choose from for this assignment, 

some of which are listed below to use as a starting point in this process.  These suggestions are by no 

means complete and students are allowed - indeed, encouraged - to present alternative topics: 

  

 1910-1914 (the Home Rule Crisis): “Ourselves Alone” - Arthur Griffith & Sinn Féin; British 

Conservatives & Irish Home Rule; The self-destruction of the Irish Parliamentary Party; John Redmond’s 

quest for a Dublin Parliament; “Marriage of inconvenience”: the British Liberal Party & Irish nationalists; 

Orangeism as a political creed; King’s rebel - Sir Edward Carson; Class warfare comes to Ireland - the 

Dublin lockout of 1913; Ireland’s socialist rebels - James Larkin & James Connolly; Irish feminism 

versus Irish nationalism; “None dare call it treason” - the Conservative Party’s decision to back the Ulster 

Unionists; Gun-running, North & South; Carson’s “lieutenant” - Sir James Craig; Cast adrift - Ulster 

Unionists abandon Southern Unionists; Not his father’s son - Winston Churchill & the Home Rule Crisis; 

Was there a “mutiny” at the Curragh?; Brokering a compromise - the Buckingham Palace Conference; 

The Home Rule Crisis and the coming of the Great War.   
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 1914-1918 (the Great War): Putting Home Rule in “cold storage”; Irish nationalism & the 

disillusionment of democracy; To serve King & county - the Irish Volunteers in the Great War; Patrick 

Pearse’s theory of the “blood sacrifice”; Resurrection of the Irish Republican Brotherhood (IRB); 

Revolutionary politics - the Easter Rising; Rebel in skirts - Countess Constance Markievicz; The UVF at 

the Somme & its impact on the Irish Question; Creating martyrs - execution of the Easter rebels; The 

impact of William Butler Yeats’s “Easter, 1916"; Lloyd George does a deal - the abortive 1916 

settlement; Frongoch, the “University of Revolution”; The “marriage” of Sinn Féin & the Irish 

Volunteers; Failed compromise - the Irish Convention”; Death of the Irish Parliamentary Party; 

Conscription & the radicalization of Irish nationalism; The “German Plot” arrests; Lloyd George & Bonar 

Law do a deal on the Irish Question; Was there a mandate? - Sinn Féin’s victory in the 1918 general 

election. 

 

 1919-1921 (The Tan War): Michael Collins & the origins of modern, urban guerrilla warfare; 

“Elements of dynamite” - Sinn Féiners at the Versailles Peace Conference; Lloyd George’s Irish policy; 

Creating the “counter-state’; Sinn Féin & the challenge of Irish Unionism; Proportional representation as 

an answer to ethnic conflict; Eamon de Valera & the Ulster Question; Who were the “Black & Tans”?; 

Funding a revolution - Collins & the Irish Loan; the IRA’s challenge to the British army; “Terrorizing the 

Catholics” - ethnic violence in Ulster; Arming the Protestants - the creation of the “B” Specials; “Hanged  

like a dog” - the impact of Kevin Barry’s execution; “Dev” goes to America; “Those who suffer the most” 

- the hunger strikes of 1920; Reprisals - official & unofficial; “Bloody Sunday”, 1920 - its origins & its 

impact; Public opinion & British policy in Ireland; Peace initiatives - official & unofficial; The Anglo-

Irish War’s impact on British politics; “Setting up the Six” - the establishment of Northern Ireland; The 

United States & the Anglo-Irish War; Defeat for the IRA - the Mansion House raid; Origins of the Truce; 

“Like picking up mercury with a fork” - Lloyd George negotiates with de Valera. 

 

 1921-1922 (Independence / Partition / Civil War): The Lloyd George Coalition & the Irish 

Treaty talks; Ireland’s strong men - Griffith & Collins in the Treaty negotiations; Andrew Bonar Law’s 

return; Men in the shadows - the influence of Tom Jones & Lionel Curtis on the Treaty talks; “Creating” 

Northern Ireland - Sir James Craig & the first Ulster government; the Irish Treaty on partition; 

Earthquake in Dáil Éireann - the Treaty debates; Griffith takes command; Winston Churchill & Britain’s 

Irish policy, 1922; Collins as Provisional Government chairman; The boundary question, 1921-25; the 

Craig-Collins Pacts; Suspicious partners - Churchill & Collins; The IRA’s “Northern offensive”, April-

June 1922; The Collins-de Valera Pact; A “republic in disguise” - negotiations on the Irish Constitution; 

Sir Henry Wilson’s assassination; Who fired the first shot in the Irish Civil War?; A state without an 

archive - the battle for the Four Courts; Was de Valera responsible for the Civil War?; Collins’s last battle 

- the abolition of PR in Northern Ireland; Ireland’s lost leaders - the impact of the deaths of Griffith & 

Collins; Decline & fall - Ireland’s role in the collapse of the Lloyd George Coalition.     

 

 1922-1925 (Free State / Protestant State): Abandoned - Northern Nationalists after the Treaty;  

“Irony of fate” - Bonar Law implements the Treaty; Ireland’s new leader - William Cosgrave; Atrocities - 

the bitter battles between the Irish National Army & the anti-Treaty IRA; Elusive go-between - Lady 

Hazel Lavery; “Irish theocracy”? - the Free State & the Catholic bishops; A figure “cast in bronze” - 

Kevin O’Higgins; Caught in the middle - the exodus of Southern Protestants; Stanley Baldwin’s “Irish 

Question”; The Civil War’s impoverishment of the Free State; “A Protestant State for a Protestant 

People” - anti-Catholic discrimination in Northern Ireland; A “troublesome subject” - British Labour 

takes on the Irish Question; Mutiny in the Irish Army, 1924; “Restless dominion” - the Free State & the 

British empire; The Boundary Commission debacle; “What a bloody awful country” - legacies of war & 

revolution.   
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IMPORTANT DATES & READING ASSIGNMENTS: 

 

Week 1  31 August  - 4 September Britain’s “Irish Question”   

    

 No man has the right to fix the boundary to the march of a nation. No man has a 

right to say to his country: “Thus far shalt thou go, and no further”. 
 

    - Charles Stewart Parnell 

 

 1
st
 - First meeting of   HIST 635/005 

 

   Readings: Fanning, Introduction, chp 1-2; Hopkinson, War of Independence, Introduction, chp 1-2; 

Coogan, Preface & chp 1; Matthews, Prologue; Miller excerpt (supplied by instructor)                                                          

 

 

Week 2  7 - 11 September  King’s rebels 

 

 I am not for a mere game of bluff & unless men are prepared to make great sacrifices which they 

clearly understand the talk of resistance is no use. 

 

    - Sir Edward Carson 

 

   Readings: Fanning, chp 3-4; “Ulster Solemn League & Covenant” (supplied by instructor) 

 

 

Week 3  14 - 18 September   The brink of civil war 

 

 If all the loose, wanton and reckless chatter we have been forced to listen to these months is in the 

end to disclose a sinister revolutionary purpose, then I can only say to you “Let us go forward and put 

these grave matters to the proof”. 

 

    - Winston Churchill 

 

   Readings: Fanning, chp 5 

 

 

Week 4  21 - 25 September   Blood sacrifice: The Easter Rising 

 

 It is good for the world that such things should be done.  The old heart of the earth needed to be 

warmed with the red wine of the battlefields. 

 

    - Patrick Pearse 

 

22
nd

 - Last day to submit a research paper memorandum 

 

   Readings: Coogan, Prologue & chp 2 to p 47; Fanning, chp 6; Hopkinson, War of Independence, 

Appendix A - “Proclamation of the Irish Republic”; Kee excerpt (supplied by instructor) 
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Week 5  28 September - 2 October Blood sacrifice: The Somme 

 

 Mother, if God spares me to get home safe, I will have something awful to tell you.  If Hell is any 

worse, I would not like to go to it. 

 

    - Herbert Beattie, 17-year-old Ulster volunteer at the Somme 

 

 

   Readings: Boyce excerpt (supplied by instructor); McGaughey excerpt (supplied by instructor) 

 

 

Week 6  5 - 9 October    Resurrection 

 

 There is not a leader left … all the real brains of the organisation are dead or locked up.  

 

    - Mary MacSwiney 

 

   Readings: Coogan, chp 2, pp 47-57, & chp 3; Fanning, chp 7-8; Hopkinson, War of Independence, chp 

3-5, Appendices B, C, D, E - “1918 Sinn Féin manifesto”, “Declaration of Independence”, “Dáil Éireann 

address to the free nations of the world, 21 January 1919", “Democratic Programme of Dáil Éireann”; 

Hopkinson, Green Against Green, chp 1 

 

 

Week 7  12 - 16 October   Columbus Day recess - no class 

 

 Monday classes meet on Tuesday.  Tuesday classes do not meet this week 

 

 

Week 8  19 - 23 October   Urban guerrilla warfare 

 

 It’s to be done exactly at nine o’clock, neither before nor after.  These whores, the British, have  

got to learn that Irishmen can turn up on time. 

 

    - Michael Collins’s order for the Bloody Sunday operation 

 

   Readings: Coogan, chp 4-6; Hopkinson, War of Independence, chp 6-14, Appendix F - “Martial Law 

Declaration”; Hopkinson, Green Against Green, chp 2; Matthews, chp 1 
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Week 9  26 - 30 October   Partition 

 

 Ireland is a hell’s broth.  I dare say there is a good deal of damnable business on both sides. 

 

    - David Lloyd George   

 

 27
th
 - Last day to submit your bibliographical essay 

 

   Readings: Fanning, chp 9; Hopkinson, War of Independence, chp 15-18, Appendices G, H - 

“Government of Ireland Act, 1920", “Address by George V to Parliament of Northern Ireland” 

 

 

Week 10 2 - 6 November   The Treaty 

 

 We have come back from London with the Free State of Ireland.  We have brought back to 

Ireland her full rights.  We have brought back to Ireland equality with England.  If the Irish people say 

“We have got everything else but the name ‘Republic’ and we will fight for it”, I would say to them that 

they are fools.  

 

    - Arthur Griffith 

 

   Readings: Coogan, chp 7-9; Fanning, chp 10-11; Hopkinson, Irish War, chp 19-20, Conclusion; 

Hopkinson, Green Against Green, chp 3-5; Matthews, chp 2 & Appendix II, the Anglo-Irish Treaty 

 

 

Week 11  9 - 13 November   Terror in the North 

 

 Holy Mary, Mother of God / Pray for me and Tommy Todd  

 I’m a Fenian / He’s a Prod / Holy Mary, Mother of God. 

 

    - Belfast children’s rhyme 

 

   Readings: Coogan, chp 10-11; Fanning, chp 12; Hopkinson, Green Against Green, chp 6-10; Matthews, 

chp 3  

 

 

Week 12 16 - 20 November  Wading through Irish blood 

 

 If our Volunteers continue, and I hope they will continue until the goal is reached [of an Irish 

republic], then these men will have to march over the dead bodies of their own brothers.  They will have 

to wade through Irish blood. 

 

    - Eamon de Valera, speaking at an anti-Treaty rally   

 

   Readings: Coogan, chp 12-13; Hopkinson, Green Against Green, chp 11-16; Matthews, chp 4 
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Week 13 23 - 27 November  Civil War   

 

 The Provisional Government was simply eight young men in the City Hall standing amidst the 

ruins of one administration, with the foundations of another not yet laid, and with wild men screaming 

through the keyhole. 

 

    - Kevin O’Higgins   

 

  

24
th
 – HIST 635 will meet this week 

 26
th
 – Thanksgiving Day  

 

   Readings: Hopkinson, Green Against Green, chp 17-31; Matthews, chp 5-6 

 

 

Week 14 30 November - 4 December Fixing a boundary   

 

 What we have now we hold, and we hold against all combinations. 

 

    - Sir James Craig to the Northern Ireland Parliament  

  

   Readings: Fanning, Epilogue; Hopkinson, Green Against Green, chp 32; Matthews, chp 7-9 

 

 

Week 15 7 - 11 December  Legacies 

 

 It's the same old theme since 1916 / In your head, in your head they're still fighting, 

 With their tanks and their bombs /And their bombs and their guns. 

 In your head, in your head, they are dying .... 

 

    - The Cranberries 

 

 8
th
 - Last class meeting for HIST 635/005 

 8
th
 - Last day to submit your analytical paper    

 

   Readings: Fanning, Conclusion; Hopkinson, Green Against Green, chp 33-Conclusion; Matthews, 

Epilogue 

 

 

Week 16 14 - 21 December  Final exam period 

 

HIST 635/005   Tuesday - 15
th

      4.30 p.m. -  7.15 p.m. 

   

 

 

 

 PLEASE NOTE: ALL DATES AND ASSIGNMENTS ARE SUBJECT TO SLIGHT 

MODIFICATION DEPENDING UPON UNFORESEEN CIRCUMSTANCES. 


