
GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY  

ECON 340-001:   INTRODUCTION TO MATHEMATICAL ECONOMICS  

SYLLABUS - FALL 2015  

 

Instructor: Robert L. Mayo Location: Robinson Hall B228 

Email: rmayo3@gmu.edu Times: Thu. 4:30 - 7:10 pm 

Office: Mason Hall, 1st Floor Dates: Sept. 3 - Dec. 17 

Office Hours: By appointment   

  

This is an introductory level course in mathematics for economics.   The purpose of this course 

is not to be a substitute for full courses in calculus, linear algebra, statistics, etc.  Rather, it is to 

bridge the gap between the study of mathematics and economics.  You will learn how various 

mathematical techniques can be used to answer economic questions.  Although the majority of 

your time will be spent learning the mathematical tools, the objective is to improve your 

competence in economics. 

 

The effort required will depend on your initial math and economic competence. If you are a 

math major, you are likely to already have many of the math skills required and are interested 

in learning economic applications.  If you are an econ major, you may want to learn how to shift 

from a “graph” mode to a “math” mode while doing economic analysis.   

 

In general, I will assume that you are comfortable with college level algebra and have had some 

exposure to basic single variable differential calculus, as well as concepts of micro and 

macroeconomics (utility, profits, marginal rates, etc…) at an intermediate level.  

  

Textbooks 

  

Required:  Mathematics for Economics by Hoy, Livernois, McKenna, Rees, and Stengos, 3rd 

Edition, MIT Press. 

  

Recommended:  Edward Dowling (2000) Schaum's Outline Introduction to Mathematical 

Economics – Paperback Edition. It contains hundreds of solved problems.  

 

Grading 

 

Exams 

There will be one mid-term and a cumulative final exam.  Both will be closed book and closed 

note.  Simple calculators without graphing, text, or memory functions will be allowed. 

 

 

 



Quizzes 

Most lectures will begin with a short quiz on the material covered in the previous lecture. 

 

Homework 

Problem sets will be assigned each week, but they are for your reference only and will neither 

be collected nor will they form any part of your grade. 

 

Weights 

Your final grade will be calculated as follows:  I will drop your two lowest quiz grades and 

average the remainder.  Your total score =  30%(mid-term) + 30%(final) + 40%(quiz average).  

From your total score, I will calculate your letter grade two ways and give you whichever is 

higher.  

 

Absolute Score  Relative Score 

>= 90% A  Top 20% A 

>= 80% B  2nd 20% B 

>= 70% C  3rd 20% C 

>= 60% D  4th 20% D 

< 60% F  Bottom 20% F 

 

If you miss the mid-term, the points will be shifted to the final exam.  Once you see the 

questions, you must take the exam. 

 

Requests for modification of any of the above will not be granted unless both of the following 

conditions are met; 1) The extenuating circumstances are beyond your control, and 2) They 

could not be reasonably foreseen.  

 

Academic Integrity  

 

George Mason University has an Honor Code, which requires all members of this community to 

maintain the highest standards of academic honesty and integrity. Cheating, plagiarism, lying, 

and stealing are all prohibited. All violations of the Honor Code will be reported to the Honor 

Committee.   See http://www.gmu.edu/academics/catalog/9798/honorcod.html for more 

detailed information.  

  

Students with disabilities  

 

If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please let me 

know and contact the Office of Disability Services (http://ods.gmu.edu) at 703-993-2474. All 

academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.   

 

http://www.gmu.edu/academics/catalog/9798/honorcod.html
http://www.gmu.edu/academics/catalog/9798/honorcod.html


  

Important Dates 

Students are responsible for verifying their enrollment in this class.   Please refer to 

https://registrar.gmu.edu/calendars/fall-2015/ for changes to these dates. 

First day of classes August 31 

Labor Day, university closed September 7 

Last day to add classes September 8 

Last day to drop with no tuition penalty September 8 

Last day to drop with a 33% tuition penalty September 15 

Final Drop Deadline (67% tuition penalty) October 2 

Selective Withdrawal Period (undergraduate 

students only) 

October 5 - 30 

Columbus Day recess 

(Monday classes/labs meet Tuesday. 

Tuesday classes do not meet this week) 

October 12 

Incomplete work from spring/summer 2015 

due to instructor 

October 30 

Incomplete grade changes from 

spring/summer 2015 due to Registrar 

November 6 

Thanksgiving recess November 25 - 29 

Last day of classes December 12 

Exam Period December 14 - 21 

 

https://registrar.gmu.edu/calendars/fall-2015/

