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Religions of Asia: Religion 212 

Prof. Susan E. Bond 

sbond@gmu.edu  

Office hours: Tuesday/Thursday, Fenwick Library Study Room C-107 by appointment   

 

 

Course Description 

The course is an overview of the religious traditions born in Asia: Hinduism, Jains, Sikhs, 

Buddhism, Daoism, Confucianism, and Shinto. We work with primary source texts to deepen the 

understanding of the richness of the Asian traditions: the Ramayana, Heart Sutra, and the 

Analects of Confucius. Students go on an independent field trip to the Freer Gallery at the 

Smithsonian to see the Buddhas and bodhisattvas in this important collection Asian religious art. 

This is a reading and writing, deadline intensive course.   

 

Global Understanding Objectives 

To introduce students to the major ideas and history of the religions of Asia by reading, 

analyzing, and discussing primary texts and religious art.   

 

Required Books 

[1] Conze, Edward, trans. Buddhist Wisdom: The Diamond Sutra and the Heart Sutra. New 

York: Vintage, 2001. ISBN 9780375726002. 

[2] Noss, David. A History of the World’s Religions. 13th ed. Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Pearson, 

2011. ISBN 139780205178711. 

[3] Valmiki, Rama the Steadfast: An Early Form of the Ramayana. Translated by John and Mary 

Brockington. New York: Penguin Classics. ISBN 9780140447446.    

[4] Watson, Burton, trans. The Analects of Confucius. New York: Columbia University Press, 

2007. ISBN 9780231141659. 

Recommended Books 

[5] Wilhelm, Hellmut, ed.  I Ching. 3rd ed. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1967. 

ISBN-13: 9780691097503. 

 

Grading 

Tests (9)      5% each (45% total)  

Papers  (3)  15% each (45% total) 

Class Participation 10% 

 

Blackboard at MyMason 

The details of the assignments and tests are posted on Blackboard, which is accessed at 

MyMason. See Syllabus & Grading Schema, Course Content & Tests, Discussion Board, Paper 

Assignments, and My Grades. You are responsible for all the information posted on 

Blackboard, e-mailed announcements, and this syllabus.  

 

Class Participation 

Attend class regularly; being present and contributing to the class is an important part of your 

grade. Sign-in for each class; the sign-in sheet is removed after fifteen minutes. It is a violation 

of the Honor Code to sign in for other students or to sign in and leave class. Check Blackboard 
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and the syllabus for missed classes.  

 

Discussion Board posts: 250 word minimum. The posts go toward the class participation grade at 

professor’s discretion (graded on word count, thoughtfulness, knowledge of the reading or class). 

Blackboard posts are on the Ramayana, Heart Sutra, and the Analects readings or responses to 

particular classes. The posts must be in at midnight before the class meeting for the readings or at 

midnight of the class meeting day for class responses. Further instructions are in Blackboard. 

Discussion posts will be discussed in class and they improve your class participation grade 

significantly but do not substitute for your presence in the class.  

 

After 4 missed classes for whatever reason: illness, dire circumstances like a death or illness in 

the family, work, sports injury, bad traffic or simple laziness you are required to meet with the 

professor to consider Selective Withdrawal from the course. Missing and/or arriving late for 

appointments also deducts from participation.  

 

Grading schema for presence in class below; participation in class assignments and exercises 

figured into the grade at the professor’s discretion.  

 

28/28 (A+) 

27/28 (A) 

26/28 (A-) 

25/28 (B) 

24/28 (C) 

23/28 (D)   

 

If you are not present it follows that you cannot participate in the class. Participation 

deducted for arriving late (15 minutes) and leaving early (10–15 minutes or more). “Roaming” 

in and out of class. Leaving at the break. No book on asterisk-marked (*) days.  

 

This is a non-electronics classroom. The professor reserves the right to ask students on cell 

phones and ear buds to leave the classroom and lose class participation for the day. Some days 

TBA we will work together on discussion posts and laptops are permitted.   

 

Please sign e-mails to professor as a matter of courtesy but also because with over a hundred 

students in different sections decoding your e-mail address for your identity is problematic.  

 

Important Dates 

 

Discussion Board Posts 

Due @ midnight, 250 word minimum  

1.20 Response to class: your goals for the course 

1.22 Response to class: your point of view now 

2.2 Readings response: Rama the Steadfast, pages 3–70  

2.4 Readings response: Rama the Steadfast, pages 74–88 

2.16 Film response: Sita Sings the Blues  

3.2 Readings response: Heart Sutra in Buddhist Wisdom, pages xi–xxvi; 81–119 

3.31 Class response: Tao Te Ching  

4.8 Readings response:  The Analects of Confucius, pages 1–70 
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*Read and bring books to class, present before signing in for attendance   

Print books preferred but e-versions (Kindle, etc.) are okay. No links permitted. To use an 

electronic version, ask permission at least 24 hours before the class. 

 

*2.3  Valmiki’s Rama the Steadfast, read pp 3–70 

*2.5 Valmiki’s Rama the Steadfast, read pp 74–88 

*3.3  Buddhist Wisdom, Heart Sutra, read pp xi–xxvi; 81–119 

*4.9 The Analects of Confucius, read pp 1–70 (electronic version available from the library) 

  

Online Tests 

Due @midnight (you may take the tests at any time up to midnight on the due date).   

 

2.5 Test 1  Chapter 3: Early Hinduism 

2.10 Test 2 Chapter 4: Later Hinduism 

2.17 Test 3 Chapter 5: Jainism 

2.24 Test 4 Chapter 6: Buddhism First Phase 

3.17 Test 5 Chapter 7: Religious Development of Buddhism 

3.24 Test 6 Chapter 8: Sikhism 

4.2 Test 7 Chapter 9: Chinese Religion and Daoism 

4.16 Test 8 Chapter 10: Confucius and Confucianism 

4.23 Test 9  Chapter 11: Shinto  

 

3 Papers  

1200 word minimum; final paper 1500 word minimum 

Citations in the text, a bibliography, and following the Honor Code are required; submitted via 

SafeAssign in Blackboard. You may be asked to defend your work. Honor Code violations 

reported directly to the Honor Committee.  For each day late, one letter grade deducted. I do not 

accept papers from those not attending class.   

 

Due @ midnight on  

3.19  This is Nirvana   

4.9  Cosmic Buddhas and Bodhisattvas: Freer Field Trip (photo required)  

4.30 Final paper: What the Religions of Asia Mean to Me    

  

Extra Credit 

With the professor’s permission, a second report on a Buddha or bodhisattva from the Freer 

Gallery, due date to be assigned. Only one extra credit substitution allowed. Those with four or 

more absences are ineligible. No extra credit accepted after the last day of class.  
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Class Schedule  

1.20 [1] Introduction to the class    Class post  @ midnight 

1.22 [2] Brief History of India     Class post  @ midnight   

1.27 [3] Early Hinduism  

   1.29 [4] Later Development of Hinduism   Readings post @ midnight (2.2) 

* 2.3   [5] Valmiki’s Rama the Steadfast   Readings post @ midnight (2.4) 

* 2.5   [6] Reading Rama the Steadfast   Test 1 due      @ midnight 

2.10 [7] Screening of Sita Sings the Blues  Test 2 due      @ midnight 

2.12 [8] Nonviolent Jains  Film post        @ midnight (2.16) 

2.17 [9] Shakyamuni: Life of the Historical Buddha  Test 3 due      @ midnight 

2.19 [10] Teachings of the Buddha 

2.24 [11] Nirvana! Everyone Wants It Test 4 due       @ midnight 

   2.26 [12] Religious Development of Buddhism   Readings post @ midnight (3.2) 

* 3.3   [13] Gone, Gone, Gone: Heart Sutra in Buddhist Wisdom 

 3.5   [14] Buddhism Comes to the West 

Spring Break 3.9–3.15 

  3.17 [15] Screening of 10 Questions for the Dalai Lama  Test 5 due    @ midnight 

3.19 [16] The Last Monotheism: Sikhs  Paper 1 due  @ midnight 

3.24 [17] Brief History of China   Test 6 due    @ midnight 

3.26 [18] Daoism: Harmony in Nature 

 3.31 [19] Dark Matter, Zero, and the Tao Te Ching   Class post  @ midnight 

4.2   [20] Confucius and Confucianism    Test 7 due  @ midnight  

   4.7   [21] What’s your fortune? I Ching   Readings post @ midnight (4.8) 

* 4.9   [22] Reading The Analects of Confucius   Paper 2 due  @ midnight 

4.14 [23] Religion in Modern China  

4.16 [24] Shinto in Japan      Test 8 due  @ midnight 

4.21 [25] Religions of Asia: Similarities and Differences  

4.23 [26] Festivals of East Asia    Test 9 due  @ midnight 

4.28 [27] Paper writing clinic     

4.30 [28] Wrap up         Final paper due @ midnight 

 

 

No work accepted after the last day of class. Please note that after the last day of class I am not 

on campus again until next semester so please plan ahead and schedule appointments before the 

last day of class. I am on campus on Tuesdays and Thursdays: make appointments for after-class 

times.   

  

 

 

 


