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African Economic Development 
 

Econ 362-001 
Spring 2015 

Wednesday, 7:20-10:00pm 
Exploratory Hall L003 

 
Instructor – Trey Carson 

Phone – 901.573.3332 
Email – bcarson2@gmu.edu 

Office Hours – By appointment 
 
Course Description –  
 
Development is one of the oldest and broadest areas of inquiry in economics. At 
least since the publishing of Adam Smith’s Wealth of Nations, people have been 
fascinated with the question of why some countries are rich and why others are 
poor. This course will continue the conversation by analyzing the theoretical 
underpinnings of development, in particular African development. We will focus on 
select histories and experiences of a number of African countries. 
 
Once the course is completed, I expect you to be comfortable explaining why some 
African nations are poor and why some are not. To this end, you will be asked to 
write a term paper on a particular country’s development.  
 
Prerequisites –  
 
This is an upper level economics class with a foundation in microeconomics. Usually 
students with a standard introduction to microeconomics or intermediate 
microeconomics do well. 
 
Required Texts –  
 

 Guest, Robert. 2010. The Shackled Continent. Smithsonian Books. 
 McCloskey, Donald N. 1985. The Applied Theory of Price. Macmillan. 

(available online for free) 
 Rapley, John. 2007. Understanding Development: Theory and Practice in the 

Third World. Rienner Publishers. 
 Reader, John. 1999. Africa: A Biography of the Continent. Vintage Books 
 Williams, Walter E. 1989. South Africa’s War Against Capitalism  
 All additional articles and videos will be provided on Blackboard under the 

“Course Content” section. For a list of these articles see the schedule below. 
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Recommended Texts –  
 

 Radelet, Steven, Emerging Africa, Center for Global Development, 2010, 
http://www.cgdev.org/content/publications/detail/1424378/ 

 Familiarize yourself with Marginal Revolution University (MRU) – this is an 
excellent source for theory and applications: (mruniversity.com) 

 
Grading Policy –   
 

 Term Paper and Presentation – 40% 
 Weekly Essays – 20% 
 Midterm – 20% 

If you miss the midterm, the final exam will be worth 40% of your final grade.  
 Final – 20% 

 
 Term Paper 
 In groups, you will write a paper on a particular development problem in 
 Africa.  

o By Feb. 4, I would like to see a list of groups and your country.  
o By Mar. 25, I would like to see a draft.  The draft will help you refine 

your project and get you prepared for the final paper. This will be 
25% of your final grade. The presentation will be worth 25% - your 
group will have about 10 minutes on the last day of class. The actual 
content will be worth 50%. 

o In addition, the paper must conform to the following specifications: 
 Exactly ten pages of content, excluding any graphs or tables 
 Double Spaced 
 12-pt. Times New Roman Font 
 1-inch margins 
 Separate title page 
 APA formatting for references 
 At least 5 references from reputed academic journals 
 Microsoft Word document or PDF 

 
 Weekly Essays 

o I would like to see how you think about the material. To accomplish 
this goal, you are expected to turn in a 1-2 page, open-ended response 
on the weekly readings. There are 14 weeks of lecture so I expect 14 
responses.  

o Typical responses will be either for or against the readings or a 
particular article. If you agree, tell me why and what are the 
implications? If you  disagree, why? What is the article missing? 

o I will grade for clarity and argumentation, on a 1-5 scale. For example, 
a “5” response tells me whether or not you agree with an article, why 
you agree, an example or two that demonstrates comprehension, and 
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an understanding of the implications of what you have read. A “1” 
paper has your name on it and might summarizes the article. 

 
Grading Scale –  
 
A+ 97+; A 96-90; A- 89-88; B+ 87-86; B 85-82; B- 81-79; C+ 78-76; C 75-72;  
C- 71-69; D 68-60; F <60  
 
Important Dates –  
 
Final Drop Deadline – Feb. 20 
Spring Break – Mar 9-15 
Last Day of Classes – May 4 
Reading Day – May 5 
Final Exam – May 6, 7:30-10:15pm 
 
Academic Integrity –  
 
I expect all students to strictly follow the University Honor Code, which can be 
consulted online in the student handbook. 
 
Disability Resource Center –  
 
If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, 
please see me and contact the Office of Disability Services at 703.993.2474 or 
ods.gmu.edu. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. 
 
Campus Resources –  
 

 Writing Center: A114 Robinson Hall; (703) 993-1200; 
http://writingcenter.gmu.edu  

 University Libraries: "Ask a Librarian"; 
http://library.gmu.edu/mudge/B4/1MRefhtml  

 Counseling and Psychological services (CAPS): (703) 993-2380; 
http://caps.gmu.edu 

 
Schedule of Weekly Readings  
While I will do my best to stick to this schedule, I reserve the right to alter it as the 
need arises. If this happens I will notify in class and/or by email. I also reserve the 
right to alter the readings as I see fit. Again I will inform you of any changes in class 
or via email. 
 
Week 1. Jan. 21 - Introduction and Review of Microeconomics  

 McCloskey, chapters 1, 2, 5, 6, and 10  

 Guest, pp. 1-27 
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Week 2. Jan. 28 - Concepts for thinking about Development 

 Mises (1920) 
 Hayek (1945) 
 Reader, chapter 34-39 
 Rapley, chapter 1-2 

 
Week 3. Feb. 4 - Theories of Development I – Socialism and Colonialism 

 R. Grier (1997) – Colonial legacies and economic growth 
 Powell, chapter 6 
 Reader, chapter 41, 46, 48, 49, 51 
 Rapley, chapter 3-4 

 
Week 4. Feb. 11 - Theories of Development II – Geography, Natural Resources, and 
Conservation 

 Gallup et al (1999) – Geography and economic development 
 Sachs and Warner (2001) – curse of natural resources 
 Wright and Czelusta (2004) – myth of the resource curse 
 Nunn and Puga (2012) – Ruggedness 
 Gibson and Marks (1995) – transforming rural hunters into conservationists 

 
Week 5. Feb. 18 - Institutions I 

 North (1991) – Institutions 
 Rodrik et al (2004) – Institutions rule 
 Olowu (1989) – local institutes and development  
 Firmin-sellers (1995) – concentration of authority 

 
Week 6. Feb. 25 - Institutions II 

 Powell, chapter 2-5, and 14 
 Guest, chapter 6 

 
Week 7. Mar. 4 - Market and State - Midterm 

 Williams, chapters 1-4  
 Guest, chapter 1-3 

 
Week 8. Mar. 11 – Spring Break 
 
Week 9. Mar. 18 - Justice and Culture 

 Williams, chapters 5-7 
 La Porta et al (2008) – Economic consequences of Legal Origins 
 La Porta et al (2004) – Judicial Checks and Balances 
 Williamson (2009) – Informal Institutions Rule 
 Coyne and Leeson (2012) – Sassywood 
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Week 10. Mar. 25 - Conflict and Ethno-linguistic Fractionalization 
 Easterly and Levine (1997) – Africa’s growth tragedy  
 Easterly (2001) – can institutions resolve ethnic conflict 
 Leeson (2005) – Endogenizing fractionalization 

 
Week 11. Apr. 1 - Foreign Aid 

 Burnside and dollar (2000) – aid, policies, and growth 
 Easterly et al (2004) – “” a comment 
 Ovaska (2003) – failure of development aid 
 Djankov et al (2008) – the curse of aid 

 
Week 12. Apr. 8 - Development Agencies and Interventionism 

 Easterly (2009) – Can the West Save Africa 
 Rodrik (2006) – Washington consensus, Washington confusion 
 Rapley, chapter 5-7 

 
Week 13. Apr. 15 - Health, Development, and AIDS 

 Williamson (2008)– foreign aid and human development 
 Acemoglu et al (2002)– Disease and development in historical perspective 
 Carson (2015) – Private Disease Prevention 
 Oster (2012) – Why not Africa? 

 
Week 14. Apr. 22 - Anarchy or the State? 

 Leeson (2007a) – trading with bandits 

 Leeson (2007b) – better off stateless 

 Leeson (2007c) – efficient anarchy 

 Leeson and Williamson (2009) – anarchy and development 
 
Week 15. Apr. 29 - Presentations  

 Sala-i-Martin and Pinkovskiy (2010) 
 Rapley, chapter 8 and conclusion 

 
Final Exam – May 6, 7:30-10:15. 


