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The graduate programs in political science is designed to prepare students for teaching and 
conducting research about government, careers in government and politics, and work in 

domestic and international nongovernmental organizations. The program allows students to 
combine their academic education with experience in the kinds of complex domestic and 

international political organizations they are studying. This model for political science 
education, patterned after the American Political Science Association’s Congressional Fellows 

Program, is designed to foster scholarship and a firsthand understanding of domestic and 
international institutions such as think tanks, international bodies, nongovernmental 

organizations, journals of political opinion, and congressional and executive branch offices. 

--Political Science Mission Statement 
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Department of Public and International Affairs 
4400 University Drive, MS 3F4 
Fairfax, Virginia 22030-4444     Phone:703/993-9466  Fax: 703/993-1399 

 

 
Dear Prospective Student: 

 

Thank you for inquiring about the Masters Program in Political Science.  With specializations in International 
Relations, Comparative Politics, and American Government and Politics, the MA degree is designed to help you 
acquire more sophisticated research and analytical skills, obtain a deeper understanding of political ideas, 
policies, and institutions, and gain a better grasp of international relations and the complexities of governance in 
an era of globalization.  Graduate work in political science can enhance your qualifications for advancement in 
an existing career, help you become more competitive for positions in and out of government at the start of 
your career, or prepare you for a doctoral program at GMU or elsewhere.  Our alumni and students are working 
on Capitol Hill, the U.S. State Department, area high schools, international NGOs, and governments abroad, 
while others are enrolled in PhD programs at Oxford, Penn, Brandeis, and George Mason universities.  
 
GMU offers many advantages as a place to pursue your graduate work in political science.  You will be studying 
in a program that has gained national and international recognition for both its MA and PhD programs.  Our 
faculty is composed of outstanding scholars in fields ranging from American Foreign Policy, politics and Islam, 
Congressional elections, Judicial behavior, and Latin American politics (see  pia.gmu.eudu/people for a full 
listing).  Your fellow students will come from all over the United States, as well as countries as diverse as Turkey, 
China, Columbia, and Italy.  In addition, our location in suburban Washington D.C. allows you to take advantage 
of job opportunities, exciting internships, Washington seminars and conferences, and research opportunities. To 
accommodate working students and undergraduate TAs, courses are offered in the late afternoon and evening, 
and course descriptions and sample syllabi can be viewed at pia.gmu.edu/courses.  Finally, as the state 
supported university of Northern Virginia, GMU offers excellent value at affordable cost.  The degree requires 36 
credit hours, and it can be earned in as few as three semesters and a summer. 

 
Students who want to combine service and learning can also include the Masters International program, 
conducted in collaboration with the Peace Corps, as part of their MA in Political Science (please see 
pia.gmu.edu/prospective/masters-international).   An important benefit of Peace Corps Service is eligibility for 
special hiring consideration in federal government positions for up to one year after returning from Peace Corps 
service.  Combined with your graduate degree in Political Science, this can further enhance your career potential 
in international development and related fields. 

 
We invite you to peruse our department web site at http://pia.gmu.edu to learn more about our faculty and 
students, information sessions for prospective students, and admission and academic program requirements.  
Graduate application materials are available electronically at http://www.admissions.gmu.edu .  And please feel 
free to email us with any questions at politics@gmu.edu.  Best wishes for your educational advancement, 
 

 

Colin Dueck, PhD 
Graduate Program in Political Science 

http://pia.gmu.edu/people/full_time_faculty
http://pia.gmu.edu/courses
http://pia.gmu.edu/prospective/masters-international
http://pia.gmu.edu/
http://www.admissions.gmu.edu/
mailto:politics@gmu.edu
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The Master of Arts in Political Science is offered by the Department of Public and International Affairs.  The 

program encompasses American politics, international relations and comparative politics.  The degree prepares 

students for advanced work in political science, for teaching and research about government, for careers in 

government and politics, and for work in domestic and international non-governmental organizations. 
   
Students may specialize in American government and politics, international relations, or comparative politics, or 

opt to concentrate the degree in international security. In addition, interdisciplinary opportunities allow students to 

take up to 9 credits in related fields such as history or public policy. 

Students will be required to complete 36 hours of courses including 12 hours of core courses and 24 hours of 

specialized courses within the Department of Public and International Affairs and in other departments, including: 

1. Twelve hours of core courses in American Politics and Government (GOVT 510), Political Theory (GOVT 

520), Comparative Politics (GOVT 530), International Relations (GOVT 540). 

 Nine to fifteen credits in one of three specializations (American government and politics, international 

 relations, or, comparative politics to include 6 credits of seminars and 3-9 credits of electives.  

 A specialization in American Government and Politics requires: 6 hours of required field seminars chosen 

from 2 of the following 4 seminars: GOVT 603 Seminar in the Courts and Constitutional Law, GOVT 

604 Seminar in Congress and Legislative Behavior, GOVT 605 Seminar on the Presidency, and GOVT 

706 Federalism and Intergovernmental Relations and 3 to 9 hours of electives.  

 A specialization in Comparative Politics requires: 6 hours of required seminars (GOVT 631 Seminar in 

Comparative Politics and Institutions and GOVT 731 Advanced Seminar in Comparative Politics) and 3 

to 9 hours of electives. 

 A specialization in International Relations requires: 6 hours of required field seminars (2 of the following 

4 seminars: GOVT 641 Seminar in Global Systems, GOVT 741 Advanced Seminar in International 

Relations,  GOVT 743 International Political Economy, and GOVT 745 International Security) and 3 to 9 

hours electives. 

 A concentration in International Security requires: 6 hours of required seminars (GOVT 745 International 

Security and one of the following seminars: GOVT 640, GOVT 641, GOVT 741, GOVT 843, BIOD 621, 

BIOD 622, BIOD 705, BIOD 706, BIOD 709, BIOD 722, BIOD 725, BIOD 760) and 3 to 9 hours of 

electives. 

2. Six hours of methodology course work including Research Methods (GOVT 500) and Problem Solving and 

Data Analysis I (GOVT 511: Prerequisite: passing grade on screening exam prior to registration).   

3. 3 credits of GOVT 798 Research Project or 6 credits of GOVT 799 Thesis; 3 credits of GOVT 798 may be 

linked to an advanced specialty course to produce a final research project.  A director and a committee of two 

additional faculty read and approve the thesis if this option is selected.  Arrangements for any of these options 

should be made with the advisor.  

4. Remaining credits from additional courses with an internship or in the specialization, including course work 

from other departments (see below). 
 

Up to nine hours of course work from other departments may be selected to complement the specialization and 

reflect the ideas, institutions or processes of contemporary governance.  Courses should be approved in an 

education plan designed by the student and her or his advisor.  Students who wish to begin or alter their career in 

government and politics are encouraged to take a 3-credit internship in their area of interest.  Internships can be 

arranged through the Department of Public and International Affairs 
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Overall Description: 

The objective of the PhD. program is to prepare political scientists for professional careers in research and 

teaching by combining academic education in the field with opportunities for experience within the kinds of 

complex domestic and international political organizations they are studying.  

The program allows students to specialize in one of four fields:  American government and politics, international 

relations, comparative politics, or public administration. 
 

Degree Requirements:   

The degree requires 72 credits of course work divided among core courses, advanced courses in the student’s 

major and minor fields, supporting courses that can be outside the department, research methods courses, courses 

in political theory, experiential learning, and dissertation guidance.  

 

The course work will be allocated as follows: 

 Core Courses:  9 credits chosen from five core courses: GOVT 510, GOVT 520, GOVT 530, GOT 540, 

GOVT 550. 

 Major Field Courses: at least 21 credits of advanced courses divided between two major fields 

(American government and politics, public administration, international relations, or comparative 

politics). 

 Minor Field Courses: at least 9 credits of advanced coursework in a third field to be designed by the 

student and advisor to complement the major fields and with written approval of student’s advisor on the 

education plan. 

 Methodology Courses:  9 credits to include Research Methods in Political Science (GOVT 500), 

Problem Solving and Data Analysis (GOVT 511), and one other course in quantitative or qualitative 

methods.  The last of the three methodology courses should be tailored to the student’s dissertation 

research needs.  Language coursework and proficiency may count as the third methodology course with 

approval. 

 Opportunity for Experience in Government and Politics: Up to 6 credits (twenty hours per week in the 

field for one semester or ten hours a week for two semesters).  Students will produce an academic paper at 

the conclusion of the experience discussing the implications of their observations for research in the field 

and how scholarship in the field might be applied to an issue faced by the organization.   

 Altogether up to 12 credits may be taken in other departments to fulfill minority portions of any of the 

requirements, including the methodology requirement. 

 Dissertation Proposal: 3-6 credits. 

 Dissertation Guidance: 15 credits. 

 

Students must demonstrate proficiency in statistical, mathematical and computational techniques used for 

political science research or in one foreign language at an advanced level of reading and comprehension.  

Proficiency will be determined by satisfactory course work in methods or exam at the time of the qualifying 

exam for language proficiency. 
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Student:   _______________________________________________________________  

 

Advisor Signature:       Date/Update: 

______________________________________    ________________________ 

______________________________________     ________________________ 

______________________________________    ________________________ 

 

Foundation Courses – 9 credits from the following. 

Course Title      Anticipated Semester/Year 

Govt 510 American Government & Politics  _________________________  

Govt 520 Political Theory  _________________________  

Govt 530 Comparative Politics  _________________________  

Govt 540 International Relations     _________________________  

Govt 550 Public Administration  _________________________  

 

Major Field Courses Minimum of 21 credits of advanced courses divided between two major fields (American 

government and politics, public administration, international relations, or comparative politics).  Students should 

define a specialization within the major with their advanced courses e.g. Presidency within American government 

and politics.  Students select advanced seminars with the approval of their advisor.   

 

Advanced Major Field Seminars 

Major Field Specialization: __________________________________________ 

 

Field Seminars for American government and politics (2 of the following 4 seminars are required) 

Govt 603 Seminar in the Courts and Constitutional Law  _________________________  

Govt 604 Seminar in Congress and Legislative Behavior  _________________________  

Govt 605 Seminar on the Presidency  _________________________  

Govt 706 Seminar in Federalism & Intergov. Relations  _________________________  

    

Field Seminars for Comparative Politics (the following 2 seminars are required) 

Govt 631 Seminar in Comparative Politics & Institutions  _________________________   

Govt 731 Advanced Seminar in Comparative Politics   _________________________  

 

Field Seminars for the International Relations (2 of the following 4 seminars are required) 

Govt 641 Seminar in Global Systems  _________________________  

Govt 741 Advanced Seminar in International Relations  _________________________   

Govt 743 International Political Economy  _________________________  

Govt 745 International Security  _________________________  

 

Field Seminars in Public Administration (the following 2 seminars are required) 

Govt 753 Seminar in Third Party Governance  _________________________   

Govt 755 Seminar in Politics and Bureaucracy    ____________________________   

 

(Continued on next page) 
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Minor Field  Courses (Minimum of 9 credits  of advanced course work in a third field to be designed by the 

student and advisor to complement the major fields and with written approval of student’s advisor on thed 

education plan form.) 

Minor Field: ______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________   ________________________ 

 __________________________________________   _________________________  

 __________________________________________   _________________________  

 __________________________________________   _________________________  

 

Advanced Methodology Courses (9 credits to include Govt 500 and Govt 711, and one other course in 

quantitative or qualitative methods.  The last of the three methodology courses should be tailored to the student’s 

dissertation research needs.  Language coursework and proficiency may count as the third methodology course 

work with approval on the education plan form.) 

 

Govt 500 Research Methods (required)       _______________________ 

Govt 511 Problem Solving and Data Analysis I (required) 

Prerequisite for 511 – taking and passing a statistics     ________________________  

screening exam.    

_______________________________________     _______________________ 

 

Electives  (Minimum of 12 credits, 6 may come from Experience in Govt and Politics) 

_______________________________________ _________________________ 

 __________________________________________   _________________________  

 __________________________________________   _________________________  

 __________________________________________   _________________________  

 

Research Proficiency (Advanced work as needed to attain working research proficiency. May be satisfied by 

coursework or exam.) 

                                                                                            Exam or coursework dates:      

______________________________________            ______________________ 

______________________________________                ______________________ 

 

Experience in Government and Politics  (Up to 6 credits; twenty hours per week in the field for one semester or 

ten hours a week for two semesters. Optional) 

Description of Experience/Mentor       Anticipated Semester and Year 

 __________________________________________   _________________________  

 

Qualifying Exams: (must complete 60 credits before Qualifying Exams)  ____________   

 

GOVT 998 Dissertation Proposal  (3 minimum; 6 credits maximum) _______________   

_______________________________________     ________________________  

_______________________________________                ________________________ 

 

GOVT 999 Dissertation Guidance (minimum of 6 credits if six credits of 998 are applied, minimum of 9 credits 

of 999 are required if only 3 credits of 998 are applied. At least 12 credits of 998 and 999 combined are required, 

no more than 18 combined may be applied to the degree.  A minimum of  3 credits per semester must be enrolled 

until 12 total combined credits. May register for one credit a semester only thereafter.) 

_______________________________________     _______________________ 
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Click Here to 
Apply Now! 

http://admissions.gmu.edu/global/studentrequirements.asp
mailto:chssgrad@gmu.edu
http://admissions.gmu.edu/ApplyNow/
http://admissions.gmu.edu/ApplyNow/
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ALAN ABRAMSON,  PhD Yale, Public Admin,  Non-profit organizations, foundations, federal budget 

PETER BALINT, PhD University of Maryland; Public Admin, Environmental policy 

LEHN BENJAMIN, PhD Cornell, Public Admin.,  Non-profit organization, Evaluation research 

JO-MARIE BURT, PhD Columbia University; Comparative politics, Latin America 

ASHAN BUTT, PhD University of Chicago, IR, ethno-nationalist secessionism, int’l security, external 

threats to the nation state 

JAMES CONANT, PhD University of Wisconsin, Madison; Public management, public policy, state 

government 

TIMOTHY CONLAN, PhD Harvard University; Americanist, Federalism, intergovernmental relations, 

politics of policy making, Congress. Served as Assistant Staff Director of the Senate Subcommittee on 

Intergovernmental Relations. 

DELTON DAIGLE, PhD Ohio State University; American political science, political research 

methodology 

DANIEL DRUCKMAN, PhD Northwestern Univ., IR, Int’l negotiation, nationalism, political 

psychology, research methodology 

ROBERT DUDLEY, PhD Northern Illinois University; Americanist, Judicial behavior, decision-

making, legal processes and public policy 

COLIN DUECK, PhD Princeton University, IR, US Foreign Policy,  American Defense Policy and 

International Security 

SHELDON EDNER, PhD Univ of  Calif., Public Policy  process, ethics and administration, third party 

governance, issues in State and Local Administration 

DAVID ERICSON, PhD University of Chicago; Americanist, American political development, 

political theory 

SONIA BEN OUGHRAM GORMLEY, PhD School of Advanced Social Sciences, Paris, France. IR, 

Terrorism and WMD proliferation in the FSU, BW Threats, Biosecurity and Biosafety. 

BASSAM HADDAD, PhD Georgetown University, Comparative Politics, political theory, Middle East 

politics 

FRANCES HARBOUR, PhD Columbia University; IR, International security issues, ethics and public 

policy, chemical and biological weaponry 

CHARLES HAUSS, PhD University of Michigan; comparative politics, international relations, and 

peace studies 

HUGH HECLO, PhD Yale University, Robinson Professor; Comparative public policy, the presidency, 

political process 

http://pia.gmu.edu/people/full_time_faculty
http://pia.gmu.edu/people/full_time_faculty
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MARK KATZ, PhD Massachusetts Institute of Technology; IR, Post-Cold war , international relations 

and domestic politics of the former Soviet Union 

GREGORY KOBLENTZ, PhD MIT, IR, Int’l Security, biological warfare, terrorism 

JULIANNE MAHLER, PhD SUNY, Buffalo;  organization theory, research methods, political 

ideology  

PETER MANDAVILLE, PhD University of Kent at Canterbury; International relations, Islamic world 

MICHAEL MCDONALD, PhD University of California, San Diego; Americanist, Research methods, 

public opinion and political behavior, political science.  

HAZEL MCFERSON, PhD Brandeis University; Comparative, African political and social 

developments, ethnic and racial pluralism 

ERIC MCGLINCHEY,  PhD Princeton University; Comparative, Central Asian politics, Soviet and 

Post-Soviet politics and government. 

ROBERT MCGRATH, PhD University of Iowa; American institutions, interbranch politics, American 

state politics, comparative administrative politics, public policy, judicial politics and decision making, 

and political methodology 

CHAR MILLER, PhD Johns Hopkins; Political theory, public law, political culture 

JOHN PADEN, PhD Harvard University; Robinson Professor; Comparative government and public 

policy, African area studies, theories of the state 

PAUL POSNER, PhD Columbia University; Political Science, public policy process, 

intergovernmental management, tax policy 

PRISCILLA REGAN, PhD Cornell University; Information technologies, impact on civil liberties, 

comparative telecommunications policy  

SUZANNE ROBBINS, PhD State University of New York; American Politics, Interest Groups 

MARIELY LOPEZ-SANTANA, PhD University of Michigan; Comparative, Europeanization, 

comparative welfare states, comparative federalism compliance. 

HUGH  SOCKETT, PhD University of London; Citizenship education, urban studies, teacher 

professionalism 

TREVOR THRALL, PhD MIT,IR, International security, political communication, public attitudes 

toward foreign policy and war 

TONI-MICHELLE TRAVIS, PhD University of Chicago; Race and gender issues in political 

participation, public administration, urban politics 

JENNIFER VICTOR, PhD Washington University in St. Louis, American Politics, Formal Theory and 

Methodology 

MING WAN, PhD Harvard University; International political economy, Sino-Japanese relations, Asian 

Pacific region 

DAVID WILSFORD, PhD University of California, San Diego; comparative health policy 
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SPRING 2013 SUMMER 2013 FALL 2013 

Thursday, January 17 Thursday, May 16 Thursday, August 1 

9:00am to 4:00pm 

 

9:00am to 4:00pm 

 

9:00am To 4:00pm 

Friday, January 18 Friday, May 17 Friday, August 2 

9:00am to 4:00pm 

 

9:00am to 4:00pm 

 

9:00am to 4:00pm 

Saturday, January 19 Saturday, May 18 Saturday, August 3 

9:00am to 4:00pm 

 

9:00am to 4:00pm 

 

9:00am to 4:00pm 

 

-All classes held at the Fairfax Campus- 

This 3-day statistics workshop is designed to help students prepare for PUAD 511/GOVT 511 and gain a better 

understanding of general statistics.  The workshop offers a concentrated introduction to many of the topics 

typically covered in introductory statistics classes.  The workshop will consist of lecture-discussion segments and 

laboratory segments in which you will work on the application of some of the techniques you have learned.  There 

will be readings and homework.    

Some of the skills you will learn in the workshop include working with single variable tables and frequency 

distributions, percentages and proportions, graphs and summary statistics (averages, measures of dispersion).  The 

workshop will cover sample statistics, sampling distributions, normal distributions, and confidence limits.  Table 

formats and statistics that examine how two factors are related will be introduced. 

The workshop is planned as a three day event at a cost of $210.  Registration is managed by Mason’s Office of 

Continuing and Professional Education.  Class size is limited -- early registration is advised.  Cancellations must 

be made at least five days before the workshop, in writing, to receive a refund.  If you request a refund, a $60 

processing fee is deducted; if you request a transfer a $30 processing fee will be assessed.  

At the end of the workshop, students will be given the qualifying screening exam for PUAD 511/GOVT 511. This 

exam will be graded pass or fail. If you do not pass the workshop, you may retake the workshop at a future date at 

no additional cost.  If you have any additional questions please contact the Graduate Programs Office at (703) 

993-9466. 

 

The Screening Exam 

All students must pass a statistics screening exam before taking PUAD 511/GOVT 511.  The purpose of the 

screening exam is to ensure that all students have a basic understanding of elementary data analysis. The exam 

covers calculation of basic measures of central tendency and dispersion.  Students are expected to know the 

formulae for mean, median, mode, standard deviation and z score transformation.   The student should know how 

to do a frequency distribution.   If not taking the workshop, students may take the exam any day Monday – Friday 

between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. in Room 201 Robinson A.  It’s best to call ahead to ensure the 

office will be open – 703-993-1400. Bring a calculator with a square root function and a bluebook or paper. 



  

http://www.ocpe.gmu.edu/new_forms/mpa_stats_reg.pdf
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The Masters International Program  
as a Part of the Masters in Political Science 

 

 The Masters International (MI) Program is a cooperative 

effort between the Peace Corps and George Mason 

University.   The Master of Arts in Political Science is 

one of the degree programs that GMU offers to students 

that wish to include the Masters International with their 

Masters degree.    

 

 The (MI) program refers to the two years of Peace Corps Volunteer Service that a 

student chooses as an internship.  At the completion of the Peace Corps service the 

student will have earned 6 internship credits, tuition waived, that will be counted 

toward the completion of the MA in Political Science.   

 

 In order to be prepared for the variety of assignment offered by the Peace Corps, 

students are required to complete 18 hours of graduate credit prior to being posted 

abroad. 

 

 Students who chose to incorporate Peace Corps Service into their MA in Political 

Science will be eligible to receive special hiring consideration for federal 

government positions up to one year after the student returns from Peace Corps 

service.  The special hiring consideration combined with a graduate degree can 

enhance an individual’s career potential. 

 

 Visit the Public and International Affairs MI website for more information 
 

 

  

http://pia.gmu.edu/prospective/masters-international/information
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The following is a small sample of careers for 

political scientists. 
 

Activist, Advocate/Organizer Issues Analyst 

Administration, Corporate, Govt, 

Nonprofit, etc Journalist 

Archivist, Online Political Data Labor Relations Specialist 

Budget Examiner or Analyst Legislative Analyst 

Campaign Operative Lobbyist 

CIA Analyst or Agent Mediator 

City Planner Policy Analyst 

Congressional Office/Committee Staffer Political Commentator 

Coordinator of Federal or State Aid Pollster 

Corporate Information Analyst Public Opinion Analyst 

Foreign Service Officer Research Analyst 

Freelance writer Survey Analyst 

Intelligence Officer Teacher 

International Agency Officer University Professor 

International Research Specialist Urban Policy Planner 
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Who should consider an internship and why? 

 Internships offer students the opportunity to enhance their academic coursework with field work 

in a substantive area of the public sector. 

 All students admitted to one of the degree programs listed above may earn academic credit for a 

qualified internship and should consider it when developing their degree plan. 

 While all students will benefit from gaining substantive work experience in their area of study, 

students with little or no work experience are especially encouraged to seek out an internship.   

Likewise, students considering a career change should also consider an internship. 

 Qualified internships offer a learning experience that integrates experiential (praxis) work with 

academic work, in addition to work experience and networking. 

 

How do I find an internship, and what qualifies? 

 Internship positions may be secured at every level of government, in non-profit professional 

organizations, or in private firms doing public sector work.  

 Internships positions should be in some way related to the course work/degree.  

 Students will benefit immensely from working with Career Services and their faculty adviser to 

find an internship that will substantively correlate with the degree. 

 The internship must offer the student substantive work, research and/or analysis.  General office 

work may be a part of the internship, but should not constitute the bulk of responsibilities. 

 In order to receive academic credit, an internship must have the prior approval of the internship 

coordinator, Dr. Ann Ludwick (aludwick@gmu.edu). 

 Students may not use their current employment for internship. 

 

When should I do my internship? 

 The ideal time to complete an internship is near the end of the degree program.  For MA/MPA 

students, this would be after completion of the core courses of the curriculum, or in the third or 

fourth semester of your degree (if attending full time).  At minimum, students should have 

completed at least 12 credits, though 15-18 is preferred. 

 Ph.D. students may want to do their internships early in the dissertation phase, so as to 

coordinate with research. 

 

How do I apply for credit, and when? 

 Students admitted as degree-seeking may submit an application (available at 

pia.gmu.edu/internships/index.php) to the Public and International Affairs Department office in 

Robinson Hall A 201, Fairfax Campus; the application may also be faxed to 703-993-1399. 

 Applications may be submitted when registration for the semester in which the internship will be 

served opens.  Applications are accepted through the Monday before the Add Deadline in 

Fall/Spring, and through June 30 in the summer.  Applications are reviewed as they are 

submitted.  

 Students will receive instructions for registration once the application is approved. 

 

 

http://pia.gmu.edu/internship/graduate
http://pia.gmu.edu/internship/graduate
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What are the requirements to earn credit, and how many credits may I earn?  

 Students may earn 3 credits toward their degree. 

 Students must work 300 hours over 12-14 weeks. 

 Students develop workplace competencies for the semester in conjunction with his/her 

supervisor upon which their work will be evaluated.  Supervisors will “grade” the student at the 

end of the semester based on the workplace competencies, quality of work and overall workplace 

behavior and performance. 

 Students must complete two academic (writing) assignments, to be turned in to the internship 

coordinator, Dr. Ann Ludwick (aludwick@gmu.edu).   The primary goal of these assignments is 

to connect theories and literature from coursework to the practice of public affairs.   

 

Are there any other internship credit programs? 

 Additional internship opportunities do exist on campus. These are administered separately than 

the internships discussed here.   

o Masters International offers a Peace Corps Internship option. Contact Ms. Myers  at 703-

993-9466. 
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1.  How does the Admissions Committee evaluate an application? 

The Admissions Committee carefully considers all parts of the application.  They pay particular attention to your 

past academic performance, rigor of the course selection, GRE scores, letters of recommendation, professional 

goals statement, writing sample, and professional experience.   

 

2.  Do I have to take the GRE, and if so, what score is required for admission? 

All applicants must take the GRE. It provides us with a standard measurement for all applicants.   Typically, 

admitted students have an 1100 combined (308 new scale) GRE verbal and quantitative score or better for the 

master’s program and a 1200 combined (314 new scale) GRE verbal and quantitative score for the PhD program.  

 

3.  Whom should I ask to write my letters of recommendation? Is there a particular form or format for the letters 

of recommendation? 

If possible, you should request academic letters of recommendation from past professors.  If this is not possible, 

then letters from supervisors or from individuals that can assess your intellectual aptitude for a graduate program 

will be sufficient.  

The entire application is on-line.  The on-line application will ask who you wish to write letters of 

recommendation along with their email address.   The system will email your recommenders a recommendation 

form, they will email the form back, and the form will be up-loaded into your on-line application. 

It is suggested that you contact your recommenders to let them know that they will be receiving this electronic 

request.  You may ask your recommenders to write a letter in addition to completing the recommendation form.  

This letter can also be up-loaded into your on-line application.  A personal letter from your recommenders will 

allow them to provide more detailed information about why we should admit you to the program. 

 

4.  What is the Admissions Committee looking for in a professional goals statement? 

The goals statement should be 750 to 1,000 words.  Please print your name and birth date on the goals statement if 

it is sent in separately from the application so that we will be able to link this to your on-line application. 

For Master’s and Doctoral Students: Please include in the goals statement a description of your personal 

qualities and development and how they have influenced your career choice; discuss your reasons for considering 

this particular degree program in relation to your academic background, professional work experience, and career 

goals; and tell us your reasons for selecting this program at George Mason University. 

Doctoral Applicants Only: In the goals statement above, tell us the fields in which you expect to do doctoral 

study and research, describe how these interests have been influenced by your prior education, research, or work 

experience, let us know why you are considering a career in an academic, or research setting, and include any 

other information that will be relevant for evaluating your motivation to study and conduct research at the 

doctoral level.   

 

5.  What about a writing sample? 

Applicants to the master’s program are strongly encouraged to submit a writing sample in addition to the 

professional goals statement.  PhD applicants are required to submit a writing sample in addition to the 

professional goals statement. 

The writing samples may be in the form of a sole-authored academic paper, published article, professional 

proposal, evaluation, or report.  The ideal writing sample would demonstrate both your writing and analytical 

abilities.  It should have a clearly articulated thesis statement and make an argument that analyzes the topic, rather 
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than just describing it. There is not a required length for the writing sample.   

 

6.   How do I apply and where do I send my application materials? 

Students apply electronically by using the online application form.  You may access the online form at 

http://admissions.gmu.edu/.  Once completed, your application will be sent electronically to the Office of 

Graduate Admissions for the College of Humanities and Social Sciences (CHSS). 

We highly recommend that you apply online and follow the self-managed application process to submit all other 

application support materials.  The self-managed application process requires applicants to collect and submit in a 

standard 9-by-12-inch envelope all supporting documents, e.g.: official transcripts (in official sealed envelopes), 

letters of recommendation (in sealed-envelopes), goals statement, writing sample, and resume.  Please contact 

ETS to request that GRE scores be sent electronically to George Mason University.    

Office of Graduate Admissions 

College of Humanities and Social Sciences (CHSS) 

George Mason University 

4400 University Dr., MS: 2D2 

Fairfax, VA  22030-4444 

Please note:  the Mail Stop Number (MS: 2D2) is a crucial piece of information in the address of the graduate 

admissions office for the college.  If any of your support documents are sent separately to the university, make 

sure that the Mail Stop Number is included in the address.  Failure to follow this procedure will result in 

processing delays or lost documents. 

 

7.  How can I check to be sure all of my application materials have been received? 

Given the number of applications and support documentation the admissions office receives, we ask that you wait 

at least three weeks to check the status of your application.  Once we have processed your application, you may 

check your admissions status online at http://admissions.gmu.edu/applicationStatus 

Alternately, you may reach the CHSS Graduate Admissions Office at chssgrad@gmu.edu, or 703-993-3699.   

 

8.  May I attend as a part-time student?  May I change my status from full-time to part-time or from part-time to 

full time? 

Yes, you may attend as a part-time student.  You may also change your status as a part-time or full-time status at 

any time, and no paperwork is required for change of status. 

 

9.  How many classes/credits are considered full-time? 

A full-time course load is three classes (nine credits).  We recommend that a student not take more than 4 classes 

(12 credits) per semester. 

If a student holds a full-time assistantship (20 hours a week), two classes (six credits) is considered full-time. 

Graduate students who are enrolled in dissertation credits (either 998 or 999) are considered full-time, if they are 

enrolled in at least 6 credits per semester, regardless of whether they hold an assistantship. 

 

10.  How long does it take to complete the masters program? 

How fast a student completes the program depends on how many classes a student takes per semester.  However, 

master’s degree students have six years to complete their degree from the time of first enrollment as a degree-

seeking student.  Failure to complete the degree within the time limit, or to secure approval of an extension, may 

result in termination from the program. 

If a student fails to enroll in at least 1 credit of course work for two or more consecutive semesters at Mason, the 

student will have to obtain permission to re-enroll in the program.   

http://admissions.gmu.edu/
mailto:chssgrad@gmu.edu
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11.  How long does it take to complete the PhD program? 

How fast a student completes the PhD program depends on how many courses are taken per semester, if the 

student has received a course reduction based on an earned master’s degree, and  

How long it takes to write the dissertation.  Doctoral students have six years from the time of first enrollment as a 

degree-seeking student to advance to candidacy.  Students have five years from the time of advancement to 

candidacy to meet graduation requirements.  Failure to meet the time limits, or to secure approval of an extension, 

may result in termination from the program. 

 

12.  What kind of financial aid is available to me? 

The department offers a few, very competitive teaching and research assistantships.  Assistantships are only 

available to full-time PhD students. An applicant applies to be considered for an assistantship in the on-line 

application.      

Other opportunities for financial aid may be found through on the college website at 

http://chss.gmu.edu/grad/funding.php or through the George Mason Office of Financial Aid at 

http://financialaid.gmu.edu   (you may call them at 703-993-2353). 

 

13.  Do you offer political science courses in the summer? 

There are a limited number of political science courses offered in the summer.  You also have the opportunity to 

take courses outside the department for your electives during the summer months or to do an independent study.  

Please contact your academic advisor with any questions about course selection. 

 

Last updated:  June 2012 

 

  

http://chss.gmu.edu/grad/funding.php
http://financialaid.gmu.edu/
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