
 

   

  
Dear Alumn, 
  
It is hard to believe that in just a few short months, we will be conferring degrees 
upon our graduating students here at George Mason University. The graduate 
convocation for the College of Humanities and Social Sciences will be on Thursday, 
May 19 at 7 p.m. in Concert Hall and the undergraduate convocation for the college 
will be on Friday, May 20 at 10 a.m. in the Patriot Center. 
  
We are very privileged to have Virginia Delegate Bob Brink speak at 
our graduate convocation ceremony.  Brink is the chairman of the 
board of the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities.  As a board 
member of the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities and a member 
of the Virginia legislature, Brink has an opportunity to see the 
contribution that a liberal arts education can have in both the public 
and business spheres. 
  

We are also honored to have Ambassador-at-Large, 
Melanne Verveer, scheduled to address students at 
the undergraduate ceremony. In 2009, President Obama appointed 
Verveer as Ambassador-at-Large for Global Women’s Issues. Before 
beginning her term as ambassador, she most recently served as chair 
and co-CEO of Vital Voices Global Partnership, an international 
nonprofit corporation she co-founded that works to expand women’s 
roles in generating economic opportunity and safeguarding human 
rights. She also worked for the Clinton Administration as assistant to 
the President and as chief of staff to the First Lady. 

  
In other news, The Center for History and New Media (CHNM) has 
announced a fundraising initiative to re-name the center after its late 
founder, Roy Rosenzweig. Through a challenge grant, the National 
Endowment for the Humanities will provide $250,000 to the center 
once CHNM has raised $750,000 in Rosenzweig’s ! name.  
  
As of today, the center needs just $29,000 more to secure the match 
and reach the overall $1 million goal. CHNM, established by 
Rosenzweig in 1994, uses digital media and computer technology to 

democratize history — to incorporate multiple 
voices, reach diverse audiences, and encourage popular participation 
in presenting and preserving the past. For more information about 
the center’s fundraising drive, please visit the website. Click here to 
read more. 
  
The College of Humanities and Social Sciences is also pleased to 
announce that Mason faculty member Eden King has been named the 
2011 Virginia Outstanding Faculty Award recipient by The State 
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Council of Higher Education for Virginia.  King was recognized in the “rising star” 
category for her excellence in teaching, research, knowledge integration and public 
service at a Feb. 17 ceremony in Richmond. 
  
Dr. King joined the faculty of the Industrial/Organizational Psychology program at 
Mason after earning a PhD from Rice University in 2006. Her national reputation has 
grown as she has pursued a research program that seeks to help diverse individuals and 
organizations overcome barriers to equality. I am very proud of our outstanding 
faculty, and Dr. King’s recent achievement shows that others are recognizing our 
excellence as well. 
  
Please be sure to join us at upcoming events: 
Colonial Athletic Association Basketball Tournaments 

Men’s Tournament 
Richmond, VA 

March 4-7 

  
Women’s Tournament 
Upper Marlboro, MD 

March 10-13 

  
Vision Series Lecture: A Wild Suggestion for Climate Change 

Thomas E. Lovejoy 

Professor, Environmental Science and Policy 

Monday, April 25 at 7 p.m. 
  
Our planet does not work as just a physical system, but rather as a physical and 
biological system combined. This is more apparent now as the biology of the planet 
responds to the current amount of climate change (three quarters of a degree 
increase, as a global average). This talk will start by describing the response and great 
sensitivity of nature to the current temperature increase, will project ahead to what 
further increase could bring, and then focus on how managing the ecosystems at a 
planetary scale could contribute to a solution. 
  
Yours in Patriot Pride, 

 
Jack R. Censer 
Dean, College of Humanities and Social Sciences 
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