
Faculty, students, and staff associated with the Women and Gender 
Studies came together on the evening of November 8, 2011 to 

hear the 2011-2012 Scholar's Lecture. 

The evening began with a dinner reception for 
attendees and a presentation of the Rising 
Scholar Award.  Marisa Allison, doctoral student 
in Sociology and graduate certificate student in 
Women and Gender Studies, was announced 
the inaugural winner of the award.  Another 
announcement included the newly formed 
Hattery Family Foundation-Frank B. Rutherford 
Memorial Scholarship.  The scholarship, 
generously supported by the Hattery Family 
Foundation, will provide a full (or two partial) 
scholarships for an undergraduate or graduate student(s) who is 
officially registered with the Women and Gender Studies Program.  
Preference will be given to students who have excellent 
credentials, a commitment to studying gender issues, and who face 
barriers to their education.  The first scholarship will be awarded 

in the fall 2012 semester. 

Following the awards and announcements portion of the evening, 
Devon Hodges delivered the lecture entitled, "Sharing and Owning: 
Getrude Stein's Collaborative Writing."  The lecture explored one 
of the many aspects of Getrude Stein's collaborative work; her 
collaborative writing, including both intertextual collaboration and 
the more intimate influence of Alice Toklac, her long-time partner, 

on Stein's compositional practices.   

Devon  Hodg e s  De l i v e r s   

2 0 1 1 - 2 0 1 2  S c ho l a r s  L e c t u r e  
This Rising Scholar’s Award highlights the scholarship, teaching, and 
service completed by graduate students.  Eligible students were 
those in the MAIS or graduate certificate programs.  The three final 
nominees for the award were Marisa Allison, Sara Hussaini, and 
Caroline Pendry.  The graduate students all have a strong record of 
scholarship and service to the program and have served as role 
models.  Combined, the service, scholarship, and experience of 
each nominee represents the very best that the program has to 

offer.  

Caroline Pendry is the graduate assistant in Women and Gender 
Studies. Caroline’s research interests include body politics, 
sociology of culture, feminist theory, and fashion and style. 
Caroline’s research on the politics of style began during her 

enrollment in the gender research project course.  

Since joining the program, Sara Hussaini has presented at the 
Southeastern Women’s Studies Association Conference and the 
Gender Research Conference. Sara was also a featured artists at 
the Reve(a)ling Feminist Art show in March of 2011. Sara has 
maintained an excellent academic record in her graduate studies 

and shows outstanding promise in her field of research. 

Marisa Allison recently completed her 
graduate certificate in women and gender 
studies and was the selected winner of the 
Rising Scholar Award. Since coming to 
Mason for her Ph.D. in Sociology, Marisa has 
consistently demonstrated a strong 
commitment to the principles of gender 
scholarship. Her research interests include 
the feminization of U.S. higher education, 

educational stratification, women’s empowerment, and social 
stratification. Marisa has been an advocate for the formation and 
continuation of the Women’s Grad School Survivor Hour and is the 
graduate student representative on the women and gender studies 

executive committee. 

R i s i n g  S c ho l a r  Awa r d   
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Women and Gender Studies and 
Intercollegiate Athletics have begun a new 
partnership on campus.  A pep rally celebrating 
women’s soccer and their senior game  kicked 
off the partnership on October 27. The center 
was filled with the Women's Soccer team as 
well as students, faculty, and staff from across 

campus who eagerly cheered the team on. 

On November 2, Dr. Pat Griffin, a National Collegiate Athletic 
Association recognized speaker and Professor Emerita in the Social 
Justice Education program at the University of Massachusetts-
Amherst, met with faculty, staff, and students to discuss 
heterosexism and homophobia in sports. In a conversation-style 
discussion, Dr. Griffin talked about the intersections of race, 
homophobia, and sexism in sports. The conversation shifted from 
the generational gap between coaches and athletes to LGBTQ 
issues, the stigma around the word “lesbian” invoked athleticism, 
and the difficulties transgender athletes face in gendered 
sports.  Griffin noted that while professional sports have lagged 
behind on LGBTQ issues, collegiate sports increasingly have 

addressed many LGBTQ issues in the past five years. 

The partnership will continue throughout the academic year with 

more discussions and pep rallies for women's athletics teams. 

Marisa Allison and Christine Hernandez presented at the National 
Women’s Studies Association Conference in Atlanta, GA on No-
vember 12. 
 

Marisa’s poster presentation entitled, The Feminization of Higher 
Education Consumption: Transitional Experiences of Mason Female Doc-
toral Studies, examined the ways in which female doctoral students 
experience graduate school and develop professional identities in an 
academy that remains male-dominated.   
 
Christine Hernandez, program coordinator 
for women and gender studies, presented a 
poster entitled, Connections for Transformation: 
Connecting Feminist Research Methods with Criti-
cal Race Theory.  The presentation employed 
feminist research methods and critical race 
theory to interrogate the role that history/heritage months play on 
campus climates.   
 

Angie Hattery, associate director, helped to facilitate that pro-
gram proposal process last February.  Since that time, Angie 
worked with the Marisa and Christine to construct their posters 
and to provide additional support and guidance as needed.  
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Lisa Lindley, faculty affiliate in women and gender studies and associate 
professor of global and community health, is directing the PhotoVOICE 
Project with LGBTQ students at George Mason University.  The 
PhotoVOICE project will involve LGBTQ identified students taking 

photographs of their experiences on Mason’s campus. 

L i s a  L i n d l e y  C o n d u c t i n g  R e s e a r c h  o n   

M a s o n ’ s  L GBTQ  C ommu n i t y  

L e a d e r s h i p  &  S e r v i c e :  S i d r a  K a l s o om  

Over the past several months, visitors may have noticed a number of 

service projects and donation drives advertised. The collaboration 

between the Muslim Student Association and Women and Gender 

Studies has helped to raise awareness and service the local 

community. One noted leader in these service projects is student 

leader Sidra Kalsoom.  Sidra, a junior majoring in Global and 

Community Health and a frequent visitor to the Women and Gender 

Studies Center, has taken the lead in this new partnership. As 

outreach director for the Muslim Student Association, Sidra was the 

first to contact the program about new service opportunities. One 

project was a campaign for canned food drive that partnered with 

Muslims Without Borders. Another campaign, Spread the Dough, 

helped students drop off bread/goods to homeless shelters. Two 

projects in progress right now include an orphan sponsorship drive 

and a blanket drive for the homeless. 

Mak i n g  H i s t o r y :  C o u r t n e y  R u d d  &  

M a b i n t y  Q u a r s h i e  

This semester, two students  began an internship to help archive the 

history of Women and Gender Studies.  After a position description 

was circulated to undergraduate students, two interns were selected.  

Mabinty Quarshie and Courtney Rudd have been hard at work 

archiving the past and present of the program.  Mabinty focused on 

interviewing the “founding mothers” and past directors of the 

program.  She has also turned a collection of photos and fliers from 

years past into a DVD.  Courtney has been conducting interviews 

with professors and students, finding out what led them to get 

involved in our program and the personal connections they feel to 

the program.  Courtney notes the importance  of the archiving 

project in recognizing “how important the history of the program is 

to how successful the program has become today.” 

S EWSA  U p d a t e s  

Women and Gender Studies is the proud host of the 2012 
Southeastern Women’s Studies Association Conference. In March, 
SEWSA will bring together scholars, policy makers, artists, and 
activists to wrestle with ideas and strategies in the move toward a 

just world in theory and practice. 

The event will feature 3 keynote speakers – Layli Maparyan, 
speaking on “Spirituality and Consciousness at the Center for 
Social Change: A Womanist Perspective,” Jasbir Puar speaking on 
“Homonationalism Gone Viral: Affective Politics of Sensation,” and  
Merri Lisa Johnson performing a piece “She Do the Personality 
Disorder in Different Voices”. In addition, spoken word artist 
Crystal Leigh Endsley will be performing prior to Maparyan’s 
address.  A special thank you to the African and African American 

Studies program for co-sponsoring the Thursday keynote activities. 

We also welcome Sara Mallick as our newest 
addition to the SEWSA organizing committee and 
Women and Gender Studies staff.  We are excited 
to announce that we are in the process of 
reviewing submissions! Decisions will be made 
before the end of the semester and submitters will be notified 

before the winter break. 

F a c u l t y  A c c o l a d e s  

N o b e l  L a u r e a t e  K a rm a n  A d d r e s s e s  
Y em e n i  R e v o l u t i o n  &  W om e n ’ s   

Em p ow e rm e n t  

Suzanne Scott, director of women and gender studies, 
was recently asked to introduce Nobel Peace Prize 
winner Tawakkul Karman, the Yemeni civil, human, and 
women’s rights activist, who spoke to a standing room 
only crowd in Mason Hall. On Wednesday, October 
26, the enthusiastic audience filled the room, and spilled 
into the hallway. A short reception in the Mason Hall atrium followed the 

speech.  

• Eden King and Sandra Chedelin are both Vision Series Lecturers.   

• Yevette Richards Jordan Presents in Belgium on Gender Politics 

• Angie Hattery Quoted in Article on Trends in Interracial Dating and 

Marriage 

• Janette Muir Is New Associate Provost for Undergraduate Education 

• Lisa Lindley Publishes Research on Bisexual Women & Mental Health 

• Cher Weixa Chen Publishes New Book on Gender Pay Equity 

• Debra Bergoffen Publishes Book on Genocidal Rape 

• Earle Reybold invited to participate in two panel sessions by the 
National Science Foundation (NSF) and the Association for 
Women in Science (AWIS) as part of *NSF ADVANCE: Ten 

Years of Broadening Participation and Inclusion. 

Each year, the College of Humanities and Social Sciences presents 
the Mary Roper Award to a classified staff member, based on the 
recommendations and nominations of co-workers.   Susan Ridley, 
office manager in the Department of Psychology, was selected as 
the 2011 Mary Roper Award Recipient.  As part of the ceremony, 
four additional staff members from within the college were 
recognized for excellence in their particular area of work.   Our 
own Christine Hernandez was chosen for the Outstanding Web 
Support Award.  When describing Christine’s work, Danny Collier, 
director of IT and web development in the college, said, “She has 
worked to make this site truly convey the energy of her very 

active program.” 

P r o g r am  C o o r d i n a t o r  H o n o r e d  a t  

M a r y  R o p e r  A w a r d  C e r em o n y  

S tuden t  Spo t l i g h t s  
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