
On Thursday, April 21, Women and 
Gender Studies,  with the of the University 
Book Store, held a book launch celebrating 
the release of Confronting Global Gender 
Justice, which was co-edited by four WGST 
faculty: Debra Bergoffen, Emerita 
Professor of Philosophy, Paula Ruth 
Gilbert, Professor of French and Women 
and Gender Studies, Connie McNeely, 
Professor, School of Public Policy, 
Tamara Harvey, Associate Professor, 
English.  
Director of 
Women and 

Gender Studies, Suzanne Scott, 
explained that this much anticipated 
volume grew out of a series of events 
that began in 2005 when Nancy 
Hanrahan, former director of Women 
and Gender Studies, secured funding 
for a faculty development day on gender and globalization. Out of 
those workshops emerged the Global Gender Justice Research 
Community, which met monthly in the Women and Gender Studies 
Center. In 2008, that group held a Global Gender Justice 
Symposium, which attracted participants from around the world. 
The edited volume includes expanded and enhanced versions of the 
presentations at that conference along with a number of original 
pieces solicited especially for the text.  The campus bookstore 
participated in the book launch reception by providing copies of the 
book, published by Routledge, for sale.  Approximately 30 people, 

including Dean Censer, joined the celebration. 

 

  

Spo t l i gh t  On : Con f ron t i ng  

G loba l  Gender  Ju s t i ce  Book  

Launch  Spring 2011 Graduate Certificate 

Laina Saul 

Spring 2011 Minor Graduates 

Hillary Gile 

Nathan Grant 

Logan Greenwood 

Amanda Hendricks 

Yume Kim 

Katrina Kinsolving 

Khulan Nyamsuren  

Dinora Reyes 

Jessica Wade 

January 2011 Minor Graduates 

Yenifer Hernandez 

Eric Jackson 

Sharon Moran 

January 2011 Minor Graduates with the 

LGBTQ focus 

Lulu Geza 

Marja Kudej 

 

Khulan Nyamsuren and Marja Kudej were the 

recipient of the Outstanding Achievement in 

Women and Gender Studies Award, and Logan 

Greenwood and Lulu Geza received the 

Academic Excellence Awards! Congratulations!  

Congrats  Graduates !  

The Gender Research Conference returned for its fourth year on 
Monday, May 9 in Research 1, Room 163.  The annual event provides 
a forum for undergraduate and graduate students to present their 
research and to participate in a scholarly dialogue on gender. 
 

The conference began as the culminating feature of the Gender 
Research Project.  Following a two-semester course designed to 
teach undergraduate and graduate students about the fundamental 
tools of social research, the conference served as a forum for these 
students to present their research to the Mason community. 
 

The conference expanded this year to include presentations from 
students who were doing gender research outside of the Gender 
Research Project.  A call for presentations was advertised widely 
across campus.  Twelve students were selected to present alongside 
the three dedicated students from our course. 
 
 

The  4 th  Annua l  Gender  

Research  Con fe rence  
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Women and Gender Studies 

Student  Sta f f  Feature s  

Every year the Office of Diversity Programs 
and Services honors select students and 
faculty who have exhibited strength in three 
categories: academic excellence, social justice 
and leadership.  Women and Gender Studies 
is proud to announce that seven of our very 
own students and faculty won awards or we 
nominated.  A-Jay Sorrell won the leadership 
award for his hard work in the LGBTQ 
community, Maryam Sodeifi for her work 
organizing Pride 

events and for being a strong LGBTQ 
ally and Lily Bolourian for her work 
advancing women’s civil rights and 
liberties.  WGST students Latisha 
Hubbard and Tricia Poyer also won 
awards.  Dr. Paul Gorski (Assistant 
Professor New Century College and 
WGST Affiliate) won the Faculty 
Vision Award for his work on social justice, including women’s 
rights, LGBT rights, labor rights, immigrant rights, and anti-
imperialism, and Suzanne Scott, Director of the Women & Gender 

Studies Center was a nominee.  Hats off to all of you!  

Women  and  Gende r  S t ud i e s  
Hono red  a t  t h e  2 011  V i s i on  

Award s  

Mab i n t y  Qu a r s h i e  

Focused, fun and supportive – just some of the strong qualities that 

make up Mason sophomore Mabinty Quarshie.  Mabinty is constantly 

working on something whether it is planning events as the President 

of the Feminist Student Organization, offering help 

to fellow staff members or reading (a lot) as an 

English major.  In the past year, Mabinty received 

the CHSS Freshman Academic Achievement 

Award and a scholarship from the African and 

African American Studies program.  She is 

committed to helping create a safe feminist 

atmosphere on campus and works hard to make 

sure that the African and African-American community is 

represented in the feminist movement at George Mason. Mabinty 

was also the diligent 2011Women’s Herstory Month coordinator. 

L i l y  B o l o u r i a n   

Lily Bolourian, is one fierce feminist.  The junior 

studying women and gender studies and 

government is turning her knowledge from 

courses into action.  During the months of 

January and February, Lily served as lead 

organizer for the winter DC Rally for Choice.  

The rally was organized through a grassroots 

campaign, utilizing social media techniques that 

she learned from her past professional work.  

The rally gained attention from the Feminist Majority Foundation.  

Lily was asked to speak on a panel at the National Young Feminist 

Leadership Conference and later the Women, Money, Power Summit 

in Washington, D.C.   

Boa rd  o f  V i s i t o r s  Appo i n t s  

R a che l  B run s  

Women and Gender Studies minor and former student assistant, 
Rachel Bruns, was recently selected as a student representative for 
the Board of Visitors at George Mason University. 
As a student representative Rachel will help select 
a new president for the university following 
President Alan Merten’s retirement. When asked 
about hearing the news, Rachel said that she was, 
“Extremely excited that I will get to select a new 
path for George Mason.” Two students are 
appointed by the Board of Visitors each year at the 
May meeting to serve a one-year term.  Rachel is 
highly qualified for the position.  After only two years at Mason, 
Rachel has developed a reputation as a strong student leader.  She 
is currently involved with a variety of programs on campus 
including the honors program, Mason Ambassadors, and the LEAD 
Team.  In addition to her involvement on-campus, Rachel has held 

a variety of internships off-campus.  Congratulations Rachel! 

Mar i s s a  A l i s on  Head s  Up   

To rnado  D i s a s t e r  Re l i e f  

During the week of May 4, the Women and Gender Studies 
Center served as a donation drop-off station for the victims of 
Alabama tornado disaster.  Marisa Allison, a PhD student in 
sociology and WGST certificate student, took the much-needed 
supplies to her home state.  Donations accepted included diapers, 
slightly used and new clothing for all ages, shoes, towels, blankets, 
boxes,  and tape (to package it all up).  The estimated 211 
tornadoes that struck the southeastern United States left a path of 
complete destruction. In Alabama alone there is more than 1,000 
miles of total devastation. The death toll from the tornadoes has 
reached 340, making the twisters the second most deadly in US 
history.  Students, faculty, and staff were generous in donations 

and responded quickly to the call. 

An  I n v i t a t i on  t o  t h e   

Wh i t e  Hou se  

This April, Women and Gender Studies 
received a special invitation from the White 
House to attend a garden tour.  A mixture of 
faculty, students, and staff were able to attend 
the April 10 tour of the grounds and the First 

Lady’s Kitchen Garden.   


