
Sample	  Courses	  of	  Community	  Based	  Learning	  in	  a	  Variety	  of	  
Disciplines	  
 

Anthropology	  –	  Ethnicity	  &	  Place	  
In this class students explore the relationships between ethnicity, place and space with Los 
Angeles as a center of concern. After providing foundational theory and frameworks, the second 
part of the course examines Los Angeles as a microcosm of multicultural America, a location 
rich for the study of ethnic construction and production. Designed to give students an 
understanding of cultural products and the importance of cultural production, students form 
groups and work with an arts education project with middle school students.  
 

Biology	  –	  Microbiology	  	  
College students enrolled in diverse science courses at Brevard Community College provide 
service to at-risk local high school students enrolled in a violence reduction program. The 
service-learning project incorporates an analysis of the environmental, zoological, and microbial 
characteristics of Clear Lake in Cocoa, Florida. Clear Lake was selected for its proximity to the 
college and the high school as well as its frequent, routine use by residents who recreationally 
enter the water or eat fish that may be unsafe. 
 

Business	  –	  Management	  &	  Organizational	  Dynamics	  
At the beginning of the semester, students are assigned to a diverse project management team. 
Parts of the requirements for this project involve students using their management, leadership 
and communication skills in identifying, making contact with and negotiating the project with a 
potential client organization. Goals for the team are twofold: (1) engage in a meaningful service-
learning project linking the missions of the university and business school to concepts explored 
in the course, and; (2) experience and learn from the many aspects of project management. This 
semester long project culminates in a multi-media, dynamic management presentation and the 
completion of a consulting report shared with the class and the student group’s client. 
 

Chemistry	  –	  First-‐Year	  Seminar	  in	  Chemistry	  
The service-learning activities in this class focus on teaching chemistry to elementary school 
students. By exploring chemistry with elementary school students several times throughout the 
semester, students in this class improve their understanding of chemistry and their ability to 
communicate concepts covered in the class. Students are assessed on the basis of their 
preparation before the activity, their reflection about the activity afterward, and their group 
participation. 
 



Communications	  –	  Social	  Impact	  of	  the	  Mass	  Media	  
This class combines the study of mass media with direct service with a local medial literacy 
group at a local school. During 10 service learning sessions, students will be leading a media 
literacy workshop that has been specifically designed to raise awareness among grade school 
children. The workshop will be an after-class activity for 9-12 year-old children. Throughout the 
semester, university students use the in-school service as a format to discuss theoretical aspects 
related to media consumption, television viewing, and the general content of the course. 
 

English	  –	  Introduction	  to	  Creative	  Writing	  
Research shows that people learn best when their reading, writing, and thinking relate to 
challenges and needs within their communities. In this course, students have the opportunity to 
interact with elderly people in the local community, many of whom suffer from Alzheimer's 
disease and related dementia. Students create "found poetry" from their words in addition to their 
own original poems. Students provide a valuable service, and in the process, learn to value the 
lives, memories, and words of people much different than themselves. Students invest a total of 
eight hours each semester outside of class meeting with the residents. 
 

Foreign	  Language	  –	  Advanced	  Spanish	  
During the second half of the semester, students work in groups to produce a translation for 
several information brochures for a number of community agencies. The process requires that 
students interact with the local Spanish-speaking communities, gain an understanding of the 
desired “voice” for the publication, and any cultural aspects to consider.  
 

History	  –	  The	  Individual	  &	  Community	  in	  America	  
A requirement of this course is that students engage in community service activity for at least 
two hours each week (20 hours over the course of the quarter). Service assignments can be 
arranged by the instructor in collaboration with 1) the Tobin School in the Mission Hill 
Neighborhood next to Northeastern University or 2) with the John Shelburne Community Center 
in Roxbury. 
 

International	  Policy	  –	  Special	  Topics	  in	  World	  Hunger:	  Human	  Rights	  to	  Food	  and	  
Freedom	  from	  Hunger	  
Drawing on international, United States, and developing nations' legal and food policies, this 
course examines the institutions and values that promote or interfere with people's acquiring 
sufficient food; and the ways in which international, national, and local efforts fit together to 
promote (or limit) freedom from hunger. The course includes a service-learning component in 
which students examine in person the problem of hunger. It is the foundation for a reflection on 
the right to food in the United States and is used for comparative perspectives on rights to food in 
the developing world. 
 



Law	  –	  Law	  &	  Water	  Law	  
During the middle of the semester, students are asked to help develop solutions in an ongoing 
local water resource project, known as "The Lake Winnecook Project.” Students work in pairs on 
specifically assigned problems. Their solutions are incorporated into a "Conservation and Legal 
Guidebook" scheduled for future publication. 
 

Introduction	  to	  Social	  Science	  –	  Participatory	  Action	  Research	  	  
Participatory action research combines new paradigms in research methods with an orientation to 
democratic processes of social and organizational change. As a research method PAR combines 
the scholarship of engagement with research methods particularly suited for leadership. Students 
in the course co-determine, plan, and implement a research agenda on campus or in the local 
city’s area. 
 

Religious	  Studies	  –	  Liberation	  Theology	  
Students in this course complete 25-30 hours of service in a community agency. Liberation 
theology focuses upon the notion of praxis. Praxis is action grounded in emancipatory symbols 
and critical social theory. A purely theoretical approach to the study of liberation theology that 
involves the simple accumulation of knowledge would betray the message at its core. Reflective 
social engagement is essential to learning about liberation.  
 

Theatre	  –	  Opera	  Workshop	  
All students in this class, in addition to presenting performances on campus, participate in the 
School Outreach Program, which performs as "Opera Viva". In this program, the students 
present from four to six performances of the semester's production in Missouri schools. A 45 
minute selection is prepared and performed with the appropriate costumes, props and set. Cast 
positions include vocalists, pianists, a stage director, and a stage manager. The students benefit 
not only from these performance opportunities but learn to share their love of music and 
creativity with the community. In addition, students prepare and submit special lesson plans to 
the teachers in advance of the presentation so that the children are prepared for the performance. 
 
 

These samples of service-learning projects were gathered by Jennifer Pigza of  
Saint Mary’s College from the resources available at Campus Compact. 

 


