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Course Description

Online Library Research for the Zoo and Aquarium Professional is a research 
course intended for practicing professionals in the zoo and aquarium industry. 
There are two interrelated goals of the course:  

1.  to familiarize you with tools and techniques that will help you 
perform more effective research in today's information environment. 
Mason students have access to a wide variety of full-text article databases 
and other resources for discovering published information, and this course 
will help you gain familiarity with using these resources. Course content will 
also address skills and strategies to help you to better understand the 
research process and to conduct your own research more effectively. The 
skills gained in this part of the course will also be useful in other contexts as 
well, such as research in other courses or preparation for writing a thesis. 
 

2.  to explore current issues important to zoo and aquarium 
professionals. Five case studies will be presented concerning a variety of 
topics relevant to the zoo and aquarium profession. You will be expected to 
critically review these cases, conduct independent research, and integrate 
your own professional experiences to develop arguments that demonstrate 
your understanding of appropriate processes and ethical behavior in zoo and 
aquarium leadership.

Instructors 

●     Andrea Baruzzi, MLIS - Biology, Psychology, Environmental Sciences & Policy 
Liaison Librarian, Mason Libraries 
abaruzzi@gmu.edu / AIM: abbaruzzi / 703-993-3341 
 

●     Scott Watkins, M.Ed., MLIS - Head of Educational Services, Mason Libraries 
swatkin6@gmu.edu / AIM: swatlib / 703-993-9404

Office hours and availability: Because this is a fully online class with students 
in several time zones, Andrea and Scott are not holding in-person office hours. We 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/ABARUZZI/Desktop/syllabus.html (1 of 7) [3/28/2011 8:19:33 AM]

mailto:swatkin6@gmu.edu
mailto:abaruzzi@gmu.edu


NCLC 625 Syllabus

expect that most class-related conversations will take place via the class 
discussion board or e-mail, but we are also available if you'd like to schedule an 
individual consultation using the chat function of the Blackboard course.

Our preference is for course-related questions to be posted to the discussion 
board, where we can answer the question once rather than individually to several 
students via e-mail, but of course, if you have a question or comment of a more 
private nature, please feel free to contact us individually if you need to do so. If 
you contact us via e-mail, please send your message to BOTH instructors.

 
Technical Info

This course is delivered primarily through Blackboard. To access the course, go to 
http://courses.gmu.edu and log in with your Mason ID and password (example: if 
your Mason e-mail address is jsmith@gmu.edu, then your Mason ID is "jsmith"). If 
you are new to Blackboard, be sure to run the automated Browser Check from the 
main courses.gmu.edu site to make sure your browser is properly configured to 
use Blackboard. 

If you have trouble logging in, or you need technical assistance, contact 
the ITU Support Center at 703-993-8870.

 

Textbooks & Readings

Required readings will be provided online, through the Blackboard site. In 
addition, there are several optional texts that you are encouraged to explore for 
more information about conducting effective research.

1.  National Academy of Sciences. On being a scientist: Responsible conduct in 
rersearch. Washington (DC): National Academy Press; 2009. Available from: 
http://books.nap.edu/openbook.php?record_id=12192&page=R1 
 

2.  Elliott D., Stern J. Research Ethics: A Reader. Hanover (NH): University 
Press of New England; 1997.  
(Book is available electronically via the library catalog: Q180.55.M67 R44 
1997eb) In the catalog record, click on the link which reads: Electronic Book 
available to GMU students, faculty and staff. 
 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/ABARUZZI/Desktop/syllabus.html (2 of 7) [3/28/2011 8:19:33 AM]

http://books.nap.edu/openbook.php?record_id=12192&page=R1
http://courses.gmu.edu/


NCLC 625 Syllabus

3.  Council of Science Editors. Scientific style and format: the CSE manual for 
authors, editors, and publishers. Reston (VA): Council of Science Editors in 
cooperation with the Rockefeller University Press; 2006. 
 
This title is not available online, but it is not necessary that you purchase a 
copy. Here are a couple of websites which should contain most of the 
information you will need for this class. These links are also listed in the Web 
Links area of the course. 

 ❍     Diana Hacker's Research and Documentation Online: 
http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/p04_c11_o.html

 ❍     Ohio State University. Cite Resources: Council of Science Editors Style 
http://library.osu.edu/sites/guides/csegd.php

Other required readings will include websites, newspapers and journal articles that 
are accessed online. The readings for the week are listed under each date of the 
schedule. Make sure that you are looking at the current schedule (in the 
Blackboard course) which will include any changes to the scheduled readings. 

 
Assignments

The activities in the course consist of ten learning modules, five case studies, and 
a final paper. You are responsible for completing all assignments related to each of 
these activities. The primary mode of communication between students and 
instructors is the discussion board in the Blackboard site. Since this class is 
delivered online, it is important that you participate actively in the online 
discussions. 

Learning Modules

The learning modules are related to research and information resources. Most 
modules include a narrated presentation, and modules may also include readings 
or other activities that you are expected to complete. New modules will be posted 
on Mondays throughout the semester and the deadline for completing them is 
Sunday of the following week. Check the schedule and make sure you complete all 
assignments by the due dates. If you are unable to complete an assignment by 
the due date, it is your responsibility to let the instructors know as early as 
possible. 
 
For each learning module, you are expected to: 

●     work through the module's activities, view the narrated 
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presentations, and complete any related assignments or readings;
●     post any questions or comments you have to the class discussion 

board.

Case Studies

Some of the learning modules include a case study. The case studies are related 
to research in the zoo and aquarium profession. Further instructions are in the 
Case Studies folder. 
 
Final Paper

The final paper assignment is split into several smaller assignments with due dates 
that are distributed throughout the semester. These components are: 

●     Research Proposal
●     Annotated bibliography
●     Rough Draft of Paper
●     Final Paper

See the Literature Review assignment sheet for additional information. 

Grading

A total of 1000 points can be earned in the course; points are distributed among 
class assignments as follows: 

●     Literature Review (semester project) - 500 pts. 
 ❍     Proposal - 50 pts.
 ❍     Annotated bibliography - 150 pts.
 ❍     Rough draft - 100 pts.
 ❍     Final literature review - 200 pts. 

 
●     Learning Module Worksheets (5) - 250 pts (50 pts. each)

 
●     Case Studies (5) - 250 pts. (50 pts. each)

total points earned: your course grade is: 
970 - 1000 A+
930 - 969 A
900 - 929 A-
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870 - 899 B+
830 - 869 B
800 - 829 B-
770 - 799 C+
730 - 769 C
700 - 729 C-
600 - 699 D
0 - 599 F

 

Academic Integrity

The integrity of the University community is affected by the individual choices 
made by each of us. This is especially true in New Century College. GMU has an 
Honor Code with clear guidelines regarding academic integrity. Three fundamental 
and rather simple principles to follow at all times are that:

1.  all work submitted be your own; 
2.  when using the work or ideas of others, including fellow students, give 

full credit through accurate citations; and 
3.  if you are uncertain about the ground rules on a particular assignment, 

ask for clarification. 

No grade is important enough to justify academic misconduct. If you feel unusual 
pressure or anxiety about your grade in this or any other course, please talk with 
us or to a trusted friend or counselor to get your situation in perspective. The 
University provides a range of service to help with test anxiety, writing skills, 
study skills, and other related concerns. 

Some projects are designed to be undertaken individually. For these projects, you 
may discuss your ideas with others or ask for feedback; however, it is not 
appropriate to give your paper to someone else to revise. You are responsible for 
making certain that there is no question that the work you hand in is your own. If 
only your name appears on an assignment, your professor has the right to expect 
that you have done the work yourself, fully and independently. 

Using someone else's words or ideas without giving them credit is plagiarism, a 
very serious offense. It is very important to understand how to prevent 
committing plagiarism when using material from a source. If you wish to quote 
verbatim, you must use the exact words (including punctuation) just as it appears 
in the original and you must use quotation marks and page number(s) in your 
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citation. If you want to paraphrase ideas from a source, that is, convey the 
author's ideas in your own words, you must still cite the source, using MLA or APA 
format. 

The re-use of papers, presentations, etc., from one course in another course is not 
appropriate. In every NCC course, faculty expect that work that is submitted has 
been done only for that class. An exception is made for materials included within 
course and year-end portfolios. 

See also: GMU Honor System and Code

 
Diversity Statement

New Century College is an intentionally inclusive community that celebrates 
diversity and strives to have faculty, staff and students that reflect the diversity of 
our plural society. We do not discriminate on the basis of race, class, linguistic 
background, religion, gender identity, sex, sexual orientation, ethnicity, age or 
physical ability.
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