
Immigrants in the Boston Metropolitan Area, 2010-2014 

 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. American Community Survey, 2010-2014. ipums.org extracts. Tigerline shapefiles. 

iDod: Fact Sheets with Data on Immigrants, Customized For You, For Free. 
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Boston Metro U.S.

Race and Ethnicity 
Boston 
Metro 

U.S. 

White Hispanic 9% 28% 

White non-Hispanic 34% 22% 

Black Hispanic 2% 1% 

Black non-Hispanic 14% 8% 

Native American Hispanic 0% 0% 

Native American non-Hispanic 0% 0% 

Asian Hispanic 0% 0% 

Asian non-Hispanic 26% 24% 

Multiple Races and Ethnicity 4% 2% 

Race Not Specified 10% 14% 

Estimated Population of Immi-
grant Household Heads 

344,795 16,554,579 

Immigrants Living Below the Poverty Line in the Boston Metropolitan Area 

The map on the left displays the proportion of 
immigrants who live under the poverty line in 
the Boston metropolitan area. Orange and yel-
low shadings indicate that at least 22.7 percent 
of immigrants live below the poverty line in that 
area. Immigrants living below the poverty line 
tend to be concentrated in the city of Boston. 

Roughly 34 percent of immigrant householders 
in the Boston Metropolitan Area identify as 
White, non-Hispanic. An additional 26 percent 
of immigrants householders identify as Asian 
non-Hispanic. 

Roughly 47 percent of immigrant householders 
in the Boston metropolitan area make less than 
$50,000 annually. This is compared to 57 per-
cent of immigrant householders at the national 
level. This comparison suggests that immigrants 
in Boston are more affluent when compared to 
the national immigrant population. 

Income among Immigrant Householders in the 
Boston Metropolitan Area 

Race and Ethnicity among Immigrant Householders in 
the Boston Metropolitan Area 



ABOUT THE INSTITUTE FOR IMMIGRATION RESEARCH 

IIR works to refocus the immigration conversation among academics, policy-makers and the public, including the business community and 
media, by producing and disseminating unbiased and objective, interdisciplinary academic research related to immigrants and immigration to 
the United States. The Institute for Immigration Research is a joint venture between George Mason University and the Immigrant Learning 
Center, Inc. (ILC) of Massachusetts.  

Immigrants in the Boston Metropolitan Area, 2010-2014 

 

 IMMIGRATION DATA ON DEMAND (iDod) 

The iDod service is offered free of charge to help individuals and institutions examine the immigrant populations of 
their particular geography. Recipients of this data will see how immigrants provide vital contributions to the 
economy and society of the U.S. Ultimately, the goal of the iDod project is to create collaborations and connect 
people with data from their particular region or sector of interest on immigrant populations. 

 

Number of Families Per Immigrant 
Household 

Boston 
Metro 

U.S. 

1 88% 88% 

2 9% 10% 

3 2% 2% 

4 1% 1% 

5 < 1% < 1% 

6 or more < 1% < 1% 

Estimated Number of  Immigrant 
Households 

344,795 16,554,579 

Year of Immigration among Immigrant Householders in the Boston Metropolitan Area 
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Year of Immigration

Year of Immigration among Immigrant 
Householders in the Boston Metropolitan Area 

Number of Families per Immigrant Household in the 
Boston Metropolitan Area 

The map on the left presents the median year of 
immigration for immigrants in public use microdata areas 
(PUMAs) of the Boston metropolitan area. PUMAs shaded 
orange contain immigrants who arrived relatively recently. 
Orange PUMAs can be found near the city of Boston, in 
the Western part of the Boston metropolitan area. 

The graph on the bottom left confirms that a relatively 
large proportion (47 percent) of immigrants arrived in 
1992 or later. 

Note that the vast majority (88 percent) of immigrant 
households in the Boston metropolitan area contain one 
family. At the national level, an equal proportion of 
immigrant households contain one family. 

 


