
Immigrants in the City of Boston, 2010-2014 

 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. American Community Survey, 2010-2014. ipums.org extracts. Tigerline shapefiles. 

iDod: Fact Sheets with Data on Immigrants, Customized For You, For Free. 
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Poverty Rate among Foreign-Born Residents in the City of Boston 
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Immigrants who lived in the city of Boston were more 
likely to live at or under the poverty line when com-
pared to the national immigrant population.  

Income Distribution among Employed Foreign-Born Residents, 16 Years of Age or Older  

Immigrants employed in the city of Boston were 
slightly more affluent than the national population 
of employed immigrants. A greater percentage of 
employed immigrants in Boston made less than 
$10,000 per year when compared to employed 
immigrants at the national level. 

However, about 52 percent of employed immi-
grants in Boston earned $30,000 or more, annual-
ly. This is compared to approximately 48 percent 
of employed immigrants at the national level. 

The map on the left presents the percentage of 
foreign-born individuals who were younger than 18 
years of age within Census tracts in the city of Boston. 

Census tracts are subdivisions of counties, or cities 
and towns. Census tracts correspond to areas that 
contain between 1,200 and 8,000 residents. The 
Census uses these areas to systematically count 
individual persons who live in the United States. 

In 2014, Census tracts in central Boston contained a 
relatively large percent of foreign-born individuals 
who were younger than 18 years of age. Census tracts 
in south Boston also contained relatively large 
percentages of foreign-born individuals who were 
younger than 18 years of age. 

With a few exceptions, the Census tracts in central 
Boston contained a relatively small number of 
immigrants who were younger than 18 years of age. 



ABOUT THE INSTITUTE FOR IMMIGRATION RESEARCH 

IIR works to refocus the immigration conversation among academics, policy-makers and the public, including the business community and 
media, by producing and disseminating unbiased and objective, interdisciplinary academic research related to immigrants and immigration to 
the United States. The Institute for Immigration Research is a joint venture between George Mason University and the Immigrant Learning 
Center, Inc. (ILC) of Massachusetts.  
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 IMMIGRATION DATA ON DEMAND (iDod) 

The iDod service is offered free of charge to help individuals and institutions examine the immigrant populations of 
their particular geography. Recipients of this data will see how immigrants provide vital contributions to the 
economy and society of the U.S. Ultimately, the goal of the iDod project is to create collaborations and connect 
people with data from their particular region or sector of interest on immigrant populations. 

 

Race and Ethnicity City of Boston United States 

White non-Hispanic 18.7% 18.5% 

Black non-Hispanic 24.4% 7.8% 

Native American non-Hispanic 0.1% 0.1% 

Asian non-Hispanic 23.0% 25.5% 

White Hispanic 11.1% 29.4% 

Black Hispanic 3.3% 0.7% 

Native American Hispanic 0.3% 0.3% 

Asian Hispanic 0.0% 0.1% 

Race not specified 12.6% 15.2% 

Multiple Races and Ethnicities 6.5% 2.4% 

Estimated Total Population 172,495 41,111,416 

Race and Ethnicity among the Foreign-Born in the City of Boston 

The foreign-born population of Boston was relatively di-
verse in 2014. The largest racial and ethnic group was 
Black non-Hispanic, at approximately 24 percent. The sec-
ond largest group was Asian non-Hispanic, at roughly 23 
percent. White non-Hispanic placed third, at about 19 
percent. 

Other racial and ethnic groups accounted for less than 
four percent of the immigrant population. These were 
Black Hispanic, Native American Hispanic, Asian Hispanic, 
and Native American non-Hispanic. 

About thirteen percent of immigrants did not specific 
their race. 

Languages % Languages % 

1. English 18.2 6. Afrikaans 2.6 

2. Jamaican Creole 10.1 7. Swedish 2.4 

3. German 7.1 8. Danish 2.2 

4. Yiddish 5.3 9. Norwegian 1.8 

5. Dutch 3.6 10. Italian 1.5 

Total Foreign-Born Population (est.): 172,495 

The table to the left lists the ten most common lan-
guages spoken among immigrants in Boston. English 
was the most common language, at roughly 18 percent.  

Jamaican Creole followed at about ten percent. German 
was the third most common language at approximately 
seven percent. 

 

Languages Spoken among Foreign-Born Residents in the City of Boston 
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Proportion of Foreign-Born Residents who were Younger than 18 in the City of Boston 

Approximately eight percent of the foreign-born popula-
tion of Boston was younger than 18 years of age in 
2014. This is compared to the national foreign-born pop-
ulation, of which roughly four percent was younger than 
18 years of age in 2014. 


