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From the Acting Chair 
 
As acting chair, it has been my great pleasure this semester to welcome a 
large number of new faculty members to our department. Indeed, with so 
many new faces, the department's usual vitality is at a higher level than ever.  
 
Our newsletter will give you an idea of some of the exciting activities in 
which our faculty and students have recently been engaged, from new re-
search and publications in a variety of fields, to the development and imple-
mentation of curricula. In addition, we continue to create enriching study 
abroad programs around the globe in conjunction with the Center for Global 
Education. The latest addition to our language offerings is Korean, which 
brings our repertoire to a total of ten modern and three classical languages.   
 
With growing public awareness and interest in international affairs, enroll-
ment in foreign languages and literatures is flourishing.   
 
Mark Goldin 
Associate Professor  

This issue of our newsletter is dedicated to our beloved chair, Dr. Jeffrey Chamberlain, whose 
leadership and wit were very much missed during his time away. We are happy to have him back!  

Arabic 
Chinese 
French 
German 
Classical Greek 
Hebrew 
Italian 
Japanese 
Korean 
Latin 
Russian 
Spanish 

Walter Mircea-Pines reports that the state of technol-
ogy is strong. We have a new home and face on the web 
and there is new equipment everywhere. Room 227 
boasts 27 new computers and room 232 has a new com-
mand computer. For the first time, we have a Mac lap-
top that can be checked out, along with numerous other 
support tools. Both computer labs have been migrated 
to the Mason Enterprise Secure Architecture (MESA) 
environment. Our department is scheduled to migrate to 
MESA during the spring semester of 2007. Some excit-
ing features of the new system are the enhanced secu-
rity, the ease of maintenance, and the unprecedented 
facilitation of research through the unique world-wide 
communication opportunity afforded by the Andrews 
File System. Language options will also be streamlined, 
thus improving support for all the languages we teach. 
 
We will soon offer a major in Foreign Languages with a 
concentration in Chinese. The Chinese Program will 
help Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS) run a Chi-
nese summer camp, hosted by Mason and funded by a 
federal grant in 2007.  It has also been actively involved 
with the Advanced Placement Chinese Institute in the 
summer of 2006. Six Mason interns participated in the 
Beijing Semester Internship Program this fall. 

The Italian Program has over 100 students in ITAL 
101, and has adopted the textbook Avanti!  Classes on 
Italian culture are being taught under FRLN 330. The 
topic for fall 2006 is Dante and the topic for spring 
2007 is Italian cinema. 
 
The content-based Japanese courses, “Integrated Study 
of Japanese Language and Society I & II” (JAPA 
440/441), were offered for the first time last year. The 
section organized a lecture featuring the 2005 Aichi 
Expo official artist Wako Kido. Over 100 participants 
attended the April 12, 2006 on-campus lecture. Nippon-
maru, a student club, was founded to promote and sup-
port Japanese culture. 
 
The Russian Studies program hosted the Olympiada of 
Spoken Russian for the Mid-Atlantic region. This is an 
annual event for secondary schools, sponsored by the 
American Council of Teachers of Russian. Over 250 
high school students of Russian took advantage of this 
wonderful opportunity to demonstrate their oral profi-
ciency. Gold medal finalists are eligible to join the 
American team that competes in the International 
Olympiada held in Moscow.  

What’s new? 
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Brian Daniels (Ph.D., Ohio State University, 2004) did his 
graduate work primarily in 19th and 20th century French narra-
tive and cinema. He has taught French language and literature 
at OSU, Kenyon College and Duke University; he also taught 
beginning Italian at Ohio University. He is interested in cul-
tural studies, romanticism, consumerism, and post-Second 
World War Italian and French cinema. He is looking forward 
to leading the summer study abroad program in Paris. 
 
Alberto Descalzo de Blas (Ph.D., University of Salamanca, 
Spain, 2003) joined our department in August 2006 as a Term 
Assistant Professor of Spanish. He has published several arti-
cles within the field of Medieval and Golden Age Spanish 
Literature and has taught at the Universities of Salamanca and 
Porto, and Georgetown University. He was the Assistant Di-
rector of the winter study abroad program in Cuernavaca, 
Mexico. 
 
Hope Doyle D’Ambrosio (Ph.D., University of Texas at 
Austin, 1993) joined the Spanish faculty in spring 2007. She 
works in sociolinguistics, bilingualism and translation and 
has previously taught at University of Texas at Austin, Uni-
versity of Colorado at Denver, and American University. 
 
Allison Kirsch (M.A., University of Virginia, 2001) joins the 
department this year as a Term Instructor after teaching Span-
ish for the past two years at Washington & Lee University. 
She is currently pursuing her Ph.D. in Spanish at UVA with a 
specialty in Latin American theatre. Allison also directed La 
nona, by Argentine playwright Roberto Cossa, performed at 
the Blackbox Theater in February. 
 
Winnie Lamothe (J.D., University of San Martin de Porres, 
Lima, Peru; M.A., Monterey Institute of International Stud-
ies, 1997) joins us as a Term Instructor of Spanish and as the 
Intermediate Level Spanish Program Coordinator. She is also 
an English Instructor for the English Language Institute at 
Mason. She has worked with the U.S. Department of State as 
a consecutive interpreter and has taught at universities in 
Europe, South America, and California. 
 
Kristina Olson (Ph.D., Columbia University, 2006) special-
izes in medieval Italian literature. Her areas of interest in-
clude studies of narrative, historiography and gender in the 

medieval period as well as film studies and the art of adapta-
tion.  She has taught at Columbia University, where she held 
a Javits fellowship. She looks forward to continue the devel-
opment of the Italian curriculum as program coordinator in 
fall 2007. 
 
Marianna Ryshina Pankova (Ph.D., Georgetown Univer-
sity, 2006) is a Term Assistant Professor of German whose 
scholarly interests are in the area of discourse analysis and 
second language advanced literacy acquisition. She has re-
cently published a book chapter titled “Creating Textual 
Worlds in Advanced Learner Writing: The Role of Complex 
Theme,” in Advanced Language Learner, edited by Heidi 
Byrnes (Continuum). In 2005, she presented the paper 
“Fostering Syntactic Complexity in Curriculum-based L2 
Writing Development” at the 14th World Congress of Applied 
Linguistics in Madison, WI. 
 
Colleen A. Sweet (M.A., Catholic University of America, 
2002) joins us as a Term Instructor of Spanish, and is one of 
the Assistant Coordinators of the Basic Spanish Program.  
Her research interests are in contemporary Latin American 
Theatre and women writers of Latin America.  In April 2006, 
she presented “The Symbolism of Motherhood in the 19th 
Century Latin American Essay” at the Kentucky Foreign 
Language Conference. She has taught at Floyd County High 
School and at Catholic University, where she is currently 
working on her doctoral dissertation. 
 
Ricardo F. Vivancos Pérez (Ph.D., University of California, 
Santa Barbara, 2006) joins us as a tenure-track Assistant Pro-
fessor of Spanish, who specializes in U.S. Latina/o Studies, 
Gender Studies, and contemporary Latin American literature 
and culture.  He has recently published “Una lectura queer de 
Manuel Puig: Blood and Sand en La traición de Rita Hay-
worth” in Revista Iberoamericana (2006), “Subjetividad, 
sexualidades y representación en la cuentística mexicana con-
temporánea” in Cuento que no has de beber (Ed. Alfredo 
Pavón, 2006), and “'The secret is starting from scratch: Coci-
na y sexualidad en la poesía feminista chicana'” in En gustos 
se comen géneros (Ed. Sara Poot Herrera, 2003). He will also 
serve as Faculty Advisor to the Mason student-run Hispanic 
Culture Review and as Faculty Director for the 2007 summer 
program in Granada, Spain. 

New Full-time Faculty 

Karl Zhang’s students in Shanghai, Summer 2006. Allison Kirsch’s Spanish students in La Nona. 
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Arabic 
 
Sana Hilmi started teaching advanced reading and conversa-
tion courses and offered a class on the literary classic One 
Thousand and One Nights in translation. She led the 2007 
Winter Program in Yemen. 
 
Chinese 
 
Karl Zhang's cultural studies essay collection entitled 
"Piping de Zu Ji or The Trace of Criticism" will be published 
by Liaoning Education Press in 2007.  
 
Classics 
 
Martin Winkler's edited essay collection Troy: From 
Homer's Iliad to Hollywood Epic was published this summer 
and will be followed by a companion volume (Spartacus: 
Film and History). He is currently working on Apollo's Light: 
Cinematic Variations on Classical Themes, a collection of his 
own essays. In the summer of 2007 he will co-direct, for the 
Vergilian Society of America, a two-week tour of classical 
sites in Italy under the heading Roma Vergiliana et Cine-
matographica. 
 
French 
 
Jeff Chamberlain and former French program coordinator 
Lara Mangiafico's French Verb Workbook was published by 
Barron's in April 2006. Lara was Visiting Assistant Professor 
in our department in 2003-04 and is now teaching at Takoma 
Park Middle School in Maryland. 
 
Laura Fyfe directed study abroad programs in Monaco 
(January 2006 and 2007) and introduced a new study tour in 
Senegal (July 2006). She led the implementation of the Chez 
Nous online component to the basic language program for 
which she serves as coordinator. She is Faculty Advisor to the 
French Club which has a site on Facebook.com. 
 
Paula Ruth Gilbert published, Violence and the Female 
Imagination:  Quebec's Women Writers Re-frame Gender in 
North American Cultures (McGill-Queen's) in May and with 
graduate student, Colleen Lester, “A Post-Apocalyptic 
World: The Excremental, Abject Female Warriors of Josée 
Yvon” in Novels of the Contemporary Extreme. She is work-
ing on a new book, “Human Rights/Gender Rights: Reading 
Representation and Reality.” In spring 2006 she taught 
“Nineteenth-Century Paris” while directing the semester pro-
gram in Paris. 
 
Ramonu Sanusi published “Romancières francophones de 
l’Afrique noire: rupture du silence et des interdits” in Nouvel-
les Études Francophones (Spring 2006). His articles “The 
Metamorphosis of Female Personae in Sembène Ousmane’s 
Les Bouts de bois de Dieu” and “La critique socio-politique 
dans les polars de Mongo Beti” are forthcoming in Dalhousie 

French Studies (winter 2007) and Francographies (April 
2007) respectively. He also published a collection of his 
poems titled Septième Printemps / Seventh Springtime with 
Les Éditions du Pangolin (2006). Sanusi presented “La criti-
que socio-politique dans les polars de Mongo Beti” at Rocky 
Mountain MLA, Tucson (October 2006). He led the 2006 
summer Study Abroad Program to Paris. 
 
Crème de la Crème student awards went to:  
Brett Champion, Teresa Miner, Ahmad Maaty, Vivienne 
McNab, Suzanna Russ, Tammy Najarian, Laury Ruding, 
Lindsay Vos, Brian Deguzman, Whitney Lawrence, Yali 
Izegbu, Khe Pham, Allene Gagliano, Mariko Miyagawa, 
Emily West, Emily Cooper, Alexander Johnston, Catherine 
Maher, Anita Kharazmi, Shelby Simmons, Kydin Nourazar, 
Oleksandra Davyenko, Fiorela Rojas, Kathy Tabak, Jamilee 
Wagenseil, Allison Cornell.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

German 
 
Esther Elstun, Professor Emerita of German, traveled to 
Germany and Switzerland.  In Bonn she met with the contem-
porary German poet, Gisela Hemau, whose work Professor 
Elstun is translating into English. In 1995 the Department of 
Modern & Classical Languages hosted a poetry reading by 
Gisela Hemau during her first tour of the United States. 
 
Sabine Sievern taught a German cinema course in the spring 
semester and organized a film series for National German 
Week in early October. Together with Marianne Henn 
(University of Alberta), she published a special issue of Semi-
nar entitled Immigrant/Emigrant Experience and German 
Culture. 
 
Irmgard Wagner, Professor Emerita of German, published 
the book Kaiserreich und Republik in Tony Schumacher’s 
Jugendbüchern, about which she presented at the Goethe-
Institute and was interviewed on German television. She 
gave a Smithsonian 15th and 16th century German literature 
seminar at the German Embassy. She also wrote an article on 
“Wiener Volksstück.” In addition to organizing and chairing 
discussions of German literature events, she continues to lead 
German drama readings with the American Goethe Society. 

Section Updates 

Paula Gilbert leads students through Versailles during the 
2006 Paris semester program. 

http://www.facebook.com/�
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Italian 
 
Frida Morelli and Irene Lee led the summer 2006 Intensive 
Italian Language Program in Florence.  
 
Japanese 
 
Sufumi So conducted a series of workshops for the College 
Board-endorsed Summer Institute for high school teachers of 
AP Japanese. The inaugural AP exam will take place in May 
2007. She is currently the chair of the AP Japanese Develop-
ment Committee. Last summer she was invited once again to 
teach a graduate course in second language acquisition at 
Ritsumeikan University, Kyoto, Japan. 
 
Russian 
 
In June, Julie Christensen traveled to Moscow with Provost 
Peter Stearns, Professor Valery Soyfer, and Dean Vikas 
Chandhoke for talks with Moscow State University, the 
Higher School of Economics, the Shchukin School of Thea-
tre, and participated in a series of meetings with Moscow City 
Council Chair Potapov. The goal is to establish joint degrees 
in science, and virtual exchange opportunities for Mason and 
Moscow students. This effort aims to become part of the Ma-
son “Global Classrooms” project. In September, she gave a 
paper on “Chinggiz Khan, Movie Star” at the Central Eurasia 
Studies Society in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
 
Jim Levine will be the Faculty Director for the spring 2007 
study abroad trip to Russia.  
 
Spanish 
 
Rei Berroa edited the poetry anthology Voces y memorias de 
la Luna (Búho: Santo Domingo, 2006), published an article 
on Ana Menéndez for the 2006 Thomson Anthology of Ameri-
can Literature, and wrote the epilogue for José M. Prieto’s 
book Cosecha de haiku (Ediciones Vitruvio, Madrid). In ad-
dition to publishing many of his poems in collections and 
journals, Professor Berroa appeared on several television pro-
grams. He was interviewed by Betty Valdez (Channel 16, 
¿Qué Pasa?) and by Arturo Salcedo (Channel 4, Línea Di-
recta) locally, and appeared on the Dominican TV program 
“Conversación en la Catedral.” In September, on invitation 
by the Dominican Republic’s Ministry of Culture, he deliv-
ered three lectures: “Ideology and Rhetoric in Dominican 
Poetry,” “Whitman: Poet of the Americas,” and “Pedro Hen-
ríquez Ureña’s Vision of Spain.”  At the 2006 Mountain In-
terstate Foreign Languages Conference he chaired the session 
on Caribbean Cultural Studies, organized the session 
“Ideomitos en la literatura dominicana,” and read the paper 
“Ideología y retórica en la poesía dominicana de 1965.” This 
year he is on sabbatical leave to advance the research of 
Lorca in New York (Gival Press), as well as to work on sev-
eral other projects. 
 
Antonio Carreño-Rodríguez has several articles and book 
reviews forthcoming and has two projects in progress: a study 

of Cervantes’ creative impact upon American pop culture and 
a book project titled “Alegorías del poder: la nueva comedia 
y las crisis del Imperio, (1598-1648).” In the spring, he will 
be delivering a paper titled “Paradigmatic Pairs and Postmod-
ernist Poetics in Cervantes’ Don Quixote and Seinfeld” at the 
VI Cervantes Symposium held at the Newberry Library Cen-
ter for Renaissance Studies in Chicago, as well as at the 
Popular Culture /American Culture Associations National 
Meeting in Boston. 
 
Continuing her research on language ideologies in Spanish 
teaching, Jennifer Leeman had an article and a book chapter 
accepted for publication. In addition, she co-authored two 
papers with Lisa Rabin on language ideologies in Guaman 
Poma and on critical linguistic approaches to teaching litera-
ture. She also co-authored a paper with Esperanza Román-
Mendoza on constructions of culture in K-12 teacher licens-
ing examinations. Her collaborative efforts produced a paper 
on the commodification of language in DC’s Chinatown. 
 
In addition to teaching at Mason, Ramón Planas is offering 
“Spanish for Educators” to Falls Church City Public School 
staff members and administrators. In these classes, he uses 
¡Hola! Conversación en español, a textbook he co-authored 
with Ann Lesman, (Shenandoah University).  
 
Michelle F. Ramos-Pellicia was recently nominated by the 
Provost’s Office for the National Endowment for the Hu-
manities Summer Grant. She directs the Spanish Basic Pro-
gram, and, in collaboration with Lisa Rabin and Ruth Ver-
dolín, continues the “Conversation Tables” project. She pre-
sented conference papers exploring phonological variation as 
well as language use and language attitudes by Puerto Ricans 
in Lorain, Ohio. Part of her work appeared this year in GAL 
Jahresband zur Jahrestagung 2003 Sprache(n) in der Wissens-
gesellschaft where she explains the pattern of variation of /e/ 
raising in Puerto Rican Spanish. Professor Ramos-Pellicia’s 
“Introduction to Spanish Linguistics” (Span 385) was offered 
for the first time this fall. This course will be part of the fu-
ture track in linguistics, which is currently under develop-
ment.  
 
 

In addition to the teacher orientations with presentations by the 
Counseling Center, the Office of Disability Services, and the 
Center for Global Education, the Spanish and French Basic Pro-
grams conducted workshops on assessment, under the guidance 
of Dr. Lorraine Valdez-Pierce from the College of Education 
and Human Development in spring 2006. 
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Students in Córdoba’s Medieval mosque. 

Students at the Alcazar in Seville during 
the July 2006 language program. 

Esperanza Román-Mendoza presented papers examining pedagogical and sociocultural aspects of the use of blogs, podcasts and 
wikis at the Kentucky Foreign Language Conference and at the Popular Culture / American Culture Associations National Meeting. 
She was invited as guest speaker at two conferences on the use of instructional technologies in Spain.  

Laura Fyfe and her students on the red carpet 
in Cannes, France, January 2007. 

Ramonu Sanusi with students from the summer 2006 program in Paris. 

The XXI Spanish in the US Conference and the VI Conference on Spanish in Contact with other languages will be co-hosted by Ma-
son and the University of Maryland March 15-18, 2007 in Arlington, VA http://spanishintheus.org/.  
 
Students of Spanish, under the direction of Allison Kirsch, performed La nona by Roberto “Tito” Cossa on February 23-25 in the 
Center for the Arts’ Blackbox Theatre. 
 
In the spring semester, Lisa Rabin and Michelle Ramos-Pellicia organized the “Conversation Tables” with funding from the Pro-
vost’s Office and University Life. This is an opportunity for students at all levels to practice their Spanish in a very relaxed atmos-
phere, with the assistance of moderator Ruth Verdolin. 
 
 

Activities 

http://spanishintheus.org/�
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2006 Study Abroad Programs  
 
ACADEMIC YEAR in RUSSIA 
Jason Smart, a Russian Studies major, received two 
prestigious national fellowships, a Fulbright-Hays, and 
an NSEP Fellowship, to support his study of Russian for 
academic year 2006-2007. Jason is spending the year in 
the ancient city of Vladimir, and is writing about his ex-
periences and everyday life on his blog  
http://jasonjaysmart.blogspot.com. 
 
ACADEMIC YEAR in CHINA 
For the third year in a row, a Chinese government schol-
arship was awarded to a Mason student. The recipient, 
Luca Geller, is currently studying at Sichuan University 
in Chengdu.  
 
SPRING SEMESTER in PARIS  
Twenty Mason students experienced a rigorous and cul-
turally-rich first Paris spring semester program with 
Paula Gilbert. She is repeating the program in spring 
2007. 
 
Winter 2006  
 
MEXICO: Antonio Carreño-Rodríguez and Jennifer 
Leeman accompanied thirty-one students to Cuernavaca, 
Mexico. Students lived with local families, took classes 
in language and culture at the Cemanahuac Institute, and 
visited Mexico City, the pyramids of Teotihuacán, as 
well as the colonial cities of Taxco and Tepoztlán. 
 
MONACO: Laura Fyfe took 12 students to the Mone-
gasque Regency School for French language classes in 
both 2006 and 2007. They visited Cannes, Nice, Eze, and 
the perfumeries in Grasse. 

 
YEMEN: Sana Hilmi took 8 students to Yemen to study 
Arabic over the 2007 winter break. 
 
Summer 2006 
 
CHINA: Fourteen students participated in the Beijing 
Intensive Summer Language Program with Karl Zhang. 
While there, they also toured Inner-Mongolia and the 
Shanghai area.  
 
FLORENCE: This past summer, Frida Morelli and 
Irene Lee led 22 students who participated in the Italian 
Intensive Language Program in Florence.  
 
MADRID: Eighteen students traveled to Madrid in July 
with Esperanza Román-Mendoza. The program in-
cluded two weekend excursions to Salamanca and Barce-
lona, as well as day visits to Segovia and Toledo. 
 
PARIS: Ramonu Sanusi led Mason’s language program 
in Paris, at the Institut Catholique. 
 
SENEGAL: Laura Fyfe led a new study tour “Gateway 
to Africa” in July, attended most notably by Professor 
and acclaimed author Beverly Lowry from Mason’s 
Creative Non-fiction program. They visited Saint Louis, 
Touba, the Pink Lake and the infamous “door of no re-
turn” on Gorée Island. 
 
SEVILLE: In May, Jennifer Leeman accompanied 19 
students to Seville, Spain, where they lived with local 
families and studied language, culture, and politics. 
 
For more information on Mason’s programs abroad, visit: 
http://globaled.gmu.edu. 

CHECK OUT OUR NEW 
WEBPAGE: 

HTTP://MCL.GMU.EDU/ 

George Mason University 
 

Department of Modern & Classical Languages 
233 Thompson Hall, MS#3E5 

4400 University Avenue 
Fairfax, VA 22030 

 
Phone: 703-993-1220 
TDD: 703-993-1002  
Fax: 703-993-1245  

E-Mail: language@gmu.edu 

French language students on a break from class in Monaco 2006. 

Laura Fyfe and stu-
dents make a pilgrim-
age to the Mouride 
Holy city of Touba, 
Senegal, West Africa. 

http://jasonjaysmart.blogspot.com�
http://globaled.gmu.edu�
http://mcl.gmu.edu/index.php�
mailto:language@gmu.edu�
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