Quarterly Update - November 2016
From the Desk of the Executive Director Monica Gomez Isaac
Dear Friends,
This quarterly report comes to you at a critical time for immigrants and immigration policies both domestically
and internationally. Xenophobic rhetoric is at a high all over the world. The surprising outcome of the U.S.
Presidential Election parallels the rise in nationalist fervor across the world, adding to the already divisive
reactions directed at immigrants. As a result, the need for accurate and actionable data is imperative as a tool to
truthfully reveal the vital role immigrants play in the economy. Their positive contributions in our shared
communities shape the United States. That is why we at the IIR have placed an increased focus on the
accessibility of our research to the greater public. Whether it be by demonstrating the critical role of immigrants
in the health care industry (pg. 2), the release of our new Immigration Data on Demand (iDod) service (pg. 4-6 ),
or taking our research and making it available to a larger audience through events (pg. 10-11), social media (pg.
12), and a growing network of collaborative partners. In this effort, I ask you to join me in supporting our work
by becoming a Friend of the IIR and ensuring that facts about immigrants are highlighted and myths are
debunked.
Thank you for your support!

In this Update:
Current Projects
Events
Media

Social Media
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Projects & Events
Immigrants in Health Care:
Keeping Americans Healthy Through Care and Innovation
The IIR and the Immigrant Learning Center of Malden,
Massachusetts collaborated on this study, which was released in June and showed that while immigrants make
up 13 percent of the U.S. population, they play a disproportionate role in the country’s health care industry.
According to the report, immigrants in the health-care
industry are:


28 percent of physicians and surgeons



40 percent of medical scientists in manufacturing research and development



At least 50 percent of medical scientists in biotechnology in states with a strong biotechnology sector



22 percent of nursing, psychiatric and home health
aides

On September 28, the IIR hosted a panel discussion on
the topic of Immigrants and Health Care. The colloqui-  15 percent of registered nurses
um was moderated by Dr. James Witte of the IIR, and The full report can be found at:
featured Dr. Gilbert Gimm and Dr. Catherine Gal- http://iir.gmu.edu/research/iir-projects/healthcare
lagher, both of Mason, along with Dr. Marcia Drew
Hohn of the Immigrant Learning
Center, and Dr. Gloria Addo Ayensu
of the Fairfax County Health Department. With over 30 attendees from
the community, this event focused on
the challenges immigrants face as
they attempt to enter the health care
industry. In addition to discussing
possible solutions, the speakers
agreed that immigrants were an important component of health care in
the country because of the diverse
and specialized needs of patients.
The map on the right shows the percentage
of immigrant physicians in the 20 states
with the highest proportion of immigrant
physicians in 2012.
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Celebrating the Contributions of Immigrant Artists as Entrepreneurs

The IIR held A Celebration of the Contributions of Immigrant Artists as Entrepreneurs in partnership with Studio PAUSE on May
2, 2016. The event was well attended and served to introduce the IIR to the community. The artists featured at the event
are originally from India, Eritrea, Iraq, and Chile. Events such as these allow the IIR to show the tangible and entrepreneurial contributions of immigrant communities.
This event ties into a larger IIR research project examining immigrant artists as entrepreneurs in the United States with
statistical analysis and interviews of artists. The research brings together three strands of research: First, survey data from
the American Community Survey (ACS) providing a platform for a quantitative analysis of self-employed immigrant artists
in the U.S.; Second, data collected through Amazon's Mechanical Turk platform aiming to capture perceptions with adjectives best describing successful immigrants, entrepreneurs, and artists; Lastly, semi-structured interviews of D.C.-Maryland
-Virginia immigrant artists.

In the coming months, the IIR will be featuring the artists and their work on its website: http://iir.gmu.edu/research/iirprojects/social-and-cultural-impact
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Organizations Requesting Factsheets

iDod began
Affiliation
Number of Requests
accepting
Church
2
requests for
Corporate
3
factsheets on
Educational
24
September 6,
Foundation
2
2016. This
Governmental
10
services aims
Immigration Law Firm
1
to provide
academics, policy-makers and the public with unbiased and ob- Immigration Legal Services
2
jective research related to immigrants and immigration in the
Media
3
United States. This service is provided free of charge to help
Non-Profit
37
individuals and institutions examine the immigrant populations
Public
1
of their particular geography. Since September 6, iDod has reResearch
1
ceived nearly 100 requests and completed close to 50 factsheets
Social Enterprise
1
from individuals across the United States. The largest numbers
of requests have come from Massachusetts, New Jersey, Virginia, and California. A factsheet takes an average of six
hours to complete as it involves the collection and analysis of relevant, local statistical data. The process begins with
individuals filling out an iDod Request Form that
they access on our web site. And recipients generally receive their factsheets within five business
days. The table to the left shows the type of organizations we received requests from.
Note: See a sample factsheet on pages 5 and 6.

Our data is contributing to projects on:

college initiatives serving immigrant students
citizenship education outreach
outreach to new communities
economic and civic integration programs
immigrant integration and empowerment
community service efforts
bilingual classrooms
educating church members about immigrant and refugee issues locally
fundraising
grant writing
food programs

The response to iDod has been better than anticipated. We see
through the number of requests and types of information needed that there is a great need for this service. The graphic above
displays parts of emails we received about our factsheets.
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Immigrants in Washington D.C. Metro Area, 2010-2014
iDod: Fact Sheets with Data on Immigrants, Customized For You, For Free.
Most Prevalent Languages Spoken in Immigrant Homes

Immigration in Washington D.C. Area
For Immigrants in the Washington D.C. Metro area
Spanish (32 percent of immigrants) and English (18
percent of immigrants) are the most common
languages spoken at home. However, Korean,
Chinese, and Amharic are also some of the 64
languages with more than 1,000 speakers in the
area. The largest population of immigrants in the
D.C. area come from El Salvador, but the most
common region of birth is Asia. Additionally, this
area’s immigrant communities are much more
educated than the average immigrant to the U.S.
Birthplaces for Immigrants in DC Metro Area
Region

Immigrant Educational Attainment
Doctoral Degree

2.0%
3.7%

Master's or
Professional Degree
Bachelor's Degree
Some College or
Associate's
HS Diploma or
Equivalent
Less Than HS
Proportion of U.S. Immigrants

9.6%
16.6%
16.3%
21.2%
18.9%
18.9%
22.4%
18.9%
30.7%
20.7%
Proportion of DC Immigrants

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. American Community Survey, 20102014. ipums.org extracts. Tigerline shapefiles.
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34,959
18,596
17,633
12,240
10,182
153,039
40,351
35,234
29,532
29,159
77,916
51,225
44,019
43,777
42,338
12,991

Proportion of
Immigrants
3.18%
1.69%
1.60%
1.11%
0.93%
13.90%
3.67%
3.20%
2.68%
2.65%
7.08%
4.65%
4.00%
3.98%
3.85%
1.18%

9,170

0.83%

7,481
7,169
6,678
2,280
671

0.68%
0.65%
0.61%
0.21%
0.06%

218

0.02%

171
26
413,571

0.02%
0.00%
37.58%

Country of Birth Estimate

Ethiopia
Ghana
Africa
Nigeria
Cameroon
Sierra Leone
El Salvador
Mexico
Guatemala
Americas
Honduras
Peru
India
Korea
Philippines
Asia
Vietnam
China
Germany
United
Kingdom,
Europe
unspecified
Russia
England
France
Australia
New Zealand
Other, not
Oceana
Specified
Fiji
Tonga
All Other Immigrants

Immigrants in Washington D.C. Metro Area, 2010-2014
Washington D.C. Metro Area Birth Regions

Median Personal Income Full Time Immigrant Workforce
Median
Income

Estimated
N

$80,933

77,033

$75,792
$75,000
$96,000
$92,896
$90,126
$47,370
$113,692
$52,633

20,303
23,079
56,851
16,092
18,741
6,504
7,250
22,585

$69,086

11,333

$68,423

36,322

$30,000

15,972

Protective Service Occupations

$42,179

9,242

Food Preparation and Serving Occupations
Building and Grounds Cleaning and
Maintenance Occupations
Personal Care and Service Occupations

$23,159

45,606

$24,393

55,230

$24,393

30,692

Sales and Related Occupations
Office and Administrative Support
Occupations
Farming, Fishing, and Forestry Occupations

$33,054

51,226

$39,537

59,993

$22,000

1,598

Construction and Extraction Occupations

$31,580

70,060

Extraction Workers

$48,000

82

Installation, Maintenance, and Repair Workers

$41,245

17,864

Production Occupations
Transportation and Material Moving
Occupations
Military Specific Occupations

$31,490

19,317

$31,580

35,723

$55,379
$42,348

936
709,634

Management, Business, Science, and Arts
Occupations
Business Operations Specialists
Financial Specialists
Computer and Mathematical Occupations
Architecture and Engineering Occupations
Life, Physical, and Social Science Occupations
Community and Social Services Occupations
Legal Occupations
Education, Training, and Library Occupations
Arts, Design, Entertainment, Sports, and
Media Occupations
Healthcare Practitioners and Technical
Occupations
Healthcare Support Occupations

The map above shows the diversity of the Washington
D.C. Metro area’s immigrant communities. The most
common group for each area is different, even on the
very small scale of Census Tracts. Across the D.C. area it
is apparent that no single group uniformly dominates
the demographic profile.
Note the relatively large population of immigrants
working in the Management, Business, Science, and Arts
Occupations as well as Construction and Extraction
Occupations. With an overall median personal income
of approximately $42,000, immigrants are doing
relatively well in the Washington D.C. Area.

Full-Time Immigrant Workers All Occupations

ABOUT THE INSTITUTE FOR IMMIGRATION RESEARCH
IIR works to refocus the immigration conversation among academics, policy-makers and the public, including the business community and
media, by producing and disseminating unbiased and objective, interdisciplinary academic research related to immigrants and immigration to
the United States. The Institute for Immigration Research is a joint venture between George Mason University and the Immigrant Learning
Center, Inc. (ILC) of Massachusetts.

IMMIGRATION DATA ON DEMAND (iDod)
The iDod service is offered free of charge to help individuals and institutions examine the immigrant populations of
their particular geography. Recipients of this data will see how immigrants provide vital contributions to the
economy and society of the U.S. Ultimately, the goal of the iDod project is to create collaborations and connect
people with data from their particular region or sector of interest on immigrant populations.
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To learn more about the Institute for Immigration Research call (703) 993-5833, email iir@gmu.edu, or visit us online iir.gmu.edu.

Metro Areas by the Numbers
The second installment of the Metro Areas by the Numbers project, is titled “Immigration by the Numbers: Observing the rise of the Washington, D.C. Metropolitan Area
as an Immigrant Gateway. Historically, the metropolitan
areas of Boston, Chicago, Detroit, New York, and Philadelphia have served as gateways for immigrants to the United
States. However, new immigrant gateways have emerged in
recent decades. The metropolitan area of Washington DC is
one of them. We have chosen to document the rise of this
metropolitan area as a new immigrant gateway in order to
provide demographic, economic, and social data to government and non-profit organizations so they can better understand and serve the immigrant populations that live in
that area.
According to our estimations, the immigrant population of
the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area grew by a factor of
4.5 between the years 1980 and 2010. In 1980, approximately 12.5 percent of the metropolitan population was
foreign-born, which amounted to about 250,000 individuals. By 2010, approximately 21.4 percent of the metropolitan population was foreign-born, which amounted to an
estimated 1.14 million individuals. Immigrant participation
in the full-time workforce of the metropolitan area increased by a factor of 6.3 during the same time period. In
1980, about 8.4 percent of the full-time workforce, or
82,500 workers, were foreign-born. By 2010, 25.8 percent
of the full-time workforce were foreign-born, which
amounted to approximately 523,573 workers.

1980
%

1990
%

2000
%

2010
%

Agriculture, Forestry,
Fishing

0.3

0.6

1.1

1.6

Mining

0.1

0.0

0.0

0.1

Construction

4.8

7.7

9.1

11.3

Manufacturing
Transportation,
Communications, Public
Utilities
Wholesale Trade

6.5

6.0

5.5

3.8

5.8

6.3

7.8

6.9

1.7

2.4

1.9

1.4

Retail Trade
Finance, Investment,
Real Estate
Business and Repair
Services

14.6

17.5

16.6

15.2

11.9

10.4

7.9

6.7

5.0

7.7

10.2

11.8

Personal Services

8.2

8.7

8.2

6.8

15%

0.9

0.6

0.6

0.7

10%

24.2

22.5

23.6

25.8

16.1

9.6

7.3

7.9

Entertainment and
Recreation
Professional and Related
Services

Public Administration

The complete report can be found at: http://iir.gmu.edu/
research/iir-projects/mapping/metro/metroareas_dc
35%

Estimated Population 87,260 203,246 338,341

572,229

30%

Percent Foreign-Born
among Washington DC
Workers

25%

Percent Foreign-Born
among Washington DC
Entrepreneurs

20%

5%
1980

1990

2000

2010

Above: Percentage of immigrant workers and immigrant entrepreneurs among the full time work force, 1980-2010
7 Left: Industries of employment among immigrants, 1980-2010

Immigrant Entrepreneurs: Examining Self-Employed Foreign-Born Residents
The purpose of this brief is to examine immigrant entrepreneurs and the contributions they have made to the U.S. Praised
as being vital to American innovation, immigrant entrepreneurs play an important role in the U.S. They can be found in a
variety of industries and occupations scattered throughout the country. Whether
through helping this country build its infrastructure through construction, adding to
culture through cuisine in the restaurant and
food industries, or transforming technology
in Silicon Valley, the presence of immigrant
entrepreneurs is evident and very much needed. Many prominent businesses have been
founded or co-founded by immigrants who
made the U.S. their home. Therefore, it is
imperative to acknowledge such contribution
and how it can be used to better facilitate
entrepreneurship throughout the country.
Above: Entrepreneurship Among the Foreign-Born and Native-Born Residents

The full brief can be found at iir.gmu.edu/iirprojects
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Diversity in the District: A Report on African Immigrant Communities in Washington D.C.
In partnership with the Washington, D.C. Mayor’s Office on African Affairs (MOAA), the IIR conducted a study presenting a snapshot of the rich and diverse African community within the District. Based on the IIR sponsored D.C. Metro Area Immigrant Community Survey and focus group
interviews, research revealed insights into socioeconomic status, labor force activity, community
engagement, and language. In collaboration with MOAA, the report’s release is expected next year.
A preview of the report was highlighted on September 9th at the U.S. Capitol Visitor Center.

The Corporation for National & Community Service
In 2015 the Corporation for National Community Service awarded the IIR and six
other higher education institutions grant monies to research the economic benefits
of national service, volunteering, and civic engagement. An additional award was
granted in October 2016 to extend this research initiative.

IIR in the Media
“Immigrants Flooding America with Nobel Prizes” by Stuart Anderson in Forbes on October 16, 2016
“Nobel Prize Winners Talk Immigration Policy” by Althea Estrella Violeta in The Vanguard on October 12, 2016
“America's Immigrant Laureates” by Elizabeth Redden in the Inside Higher Ed on October 11, 2016

“Nobel-winning Scientists are Calling for Open Borders for the Advancement of Science” by Zhai Yun Tan in the Business
Insider on October 11, 2016
“Why Nobel-winning Scientists are Talking about Immigration” by Zhai Yun Tan in the Christian Science Monitor on October 11, 2016
“Africans Struggle to Succeed in D.C” by James Wright in The Afro on September 14, 2016
“GMU research addresses world issues” by M.J. McAteer in the Virginia Business on August 30, 2016
“How Immigrant Providers Impact the U.S. Workforce” by Valerie Neff Newitt in the Advanced Healthcare Network for NPs
and PAs on July 26, 2016
“The Philosophical Differences on Immigration between Canada and the U.S” by Alexia Frenandez Campbell in The Atlantic on June 24, 2016
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Events and Community Outreach

Dr. James Witte attended the Get Out The Vote
(GOTV) effort featured at the United People for
African Congress (UPAC) event in Philadelphia
in September. This event focused on engaging
and organizing ethnic Africans to participate in
the democratic process in the U.S. Presidential
elections.
On October 10 Dr. James Witte spoke at the Measuring and Mapping the
Contributions of New Americans at the University of Mary Washington in
recognition of Latino Heritage Month. In his presentation, he shared the
IIR’s most recent research on Latino populations, including day workers and
cultural entrepreneurs, and how this relates to the current electoral debate on
immigration policy.
On October 18, Dr. Justin Gest of Mason’s Schar School of Policy and Government presented the findings of his latest book, The New Minority: White Working Class Politics in an Age of Immigration and Inequality.
He details a comprehensive cross-national analysis of white working class alienation in the United Kingdom and the United States, along with survey research of radical right support due to the loss of social
status and political importance.
The Middle East Institute (MEI) and the IIR were
pleased to host a discussion on October 19 at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace entitled: “The
Art of Immigration: How Immigrant Artists Enrich
America,” which was about the contributions immigrant
artists make to the United States' rich cultural fabric, the
challenges they face, and the entrepreneurial approaches
they take to resettle and create art in a new environment.
Devon Akmon (Arab American National Museum, Dearborn, MI), joined Huda Asfour (Musician & Composer), Anne-Marie McGranghan (UNHCR), Dr. James Witte (Mason), and Monica Gomez Isaac (Mason) as the
moderator for a discussion on the social, cultural, and
economic impact of immigrant artists on U.S. society, the infrastructure available to support the integration of immigrant
artists, and the personal transformations they undergo as they adapt to their new homeland.
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Upcoming Events
In December, the IIR will be appear on the public cable access program On the Go with AAUW. The American Association of University Women (AAUW) hosts monthly shows featuring local individuals and organizations who contribute to
the community with issues focusing on education, community, the arts, women's issues, and international affairs.

The IIR November Colloquium: The U.S. Presidential Election and Immigration Policy
On November 10, the IIR hosted Nicolas Perilla and Miguel Solis for a post-election panel discussion to examine the
results of the elections and how the outcome will directly impact immigration policy in the United States. The topic of
immigration reform
has been at the forefront of this year’s
U.S. Presidential Election, with
candidates expressing polarized versions of how the
American landscape
will change if elected.

In an effort to introduce itself to the community, the IIR began hosting
open houses in which members of the public are invited to talk to the IIR
staff about their services and research. The picture on the left was taken at
an open house on October 6, in which immigration lawyers were present.
On December 1, the IIR held its very first Friends of the IIR gathering.
This year-end event welcomed nearly two dozen old and new friends to
converse, network, and highlight projects and progress made by the IIR in
2016.
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The IIR in Social Media
In an attempt to the bridge the gap between the research it
produces and the general public, the IIR has been working
on increasing its presence on social media—particularly
Twitter. In August, the IIR hired an undergraduate student
whose primary responsibility is promoting the organization
through social media. There has been a spike in activity
around major events like the release of iDod on September
6, the September Colloquium on September 28, the October
Colloquium on
October 18,
and the joint
event with the Middle East Institute (MEI) on October 19. As the tweets
increased around these events, the followers increased, which resulted in an
increase of exposure.
The IIR’s top tweet (picture to the left) is from the panel discussion on October 19 held with MEI. It was retweeted by the MEI, who has over fifty
thousand followers, exposing the IIR to nearly 2,700 Twitter users. This
demonstrates the success of the IIR’s collaborative efforts with other organizations.

Contact Us
4400 University Drive
MSN 1D7
Fairfax, VA 22030
iir.gmu.edu
iir@gmu.edu
703.993.5606
@IIRGMU

Institute for Immigration Research—GMU
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