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Greetings from the Higher Education Program at George Mason University. In 

his book Let Your Life Speak, Parker Palmer (2000) writes,  

 I will never be a good teacher for students who insist on remaining wall

 flowers throughout their careers - that is simply one of my many limits.  

 But perhaps I can develop enough self-understanding to keep inviting the 

 wallflowers onto the floor, holding open the possibility that some of them 

 might hear the music, accept the invitation, and join me in the dance of 

 teaching and learning. (p. 53)  

Coming “onto the floor” with peers, teachers, and mentors is indeed a hallmark 

that we emphasize in our programs. We invite others to join in the dance of 

teaching and learning through courses, service, and creating scholarship so  

together we can, in accordance with Mason’s mission, create a more just and 

free world.  
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Faculty 

Important Spring 2016 Dates   
Tuesday, Nov 3rd – Registration for Spring begins 
   Make sure to register early! 

Tuesday, Jan 19th – First day of classes 

Monday, Jan 25th – Summer 2015 Graduation Intent Available  

Tuesday, Jan 26th – Last day to add classes 

Tuesday, Jan 26th – Last day to drop with no tuition penalty 

Friday, Feb 19th – Final Drop Deadline (67% tuition penalty) 

Friday, Feb 19th – Last day to file Spring 2015 Graduation Intent 

Tuesday, Mar 1st – Internship/Practicum proposals due 

Monday, Mar 7th -Sunday, Mar 13th – Spring Break 

Friday, Apr 8th-Tuesday, Apr 12th – AERA Annual Meeting 

Friday, Apr 29th – Dissertation/Thesis Deadline 

Monday, May 2nd – Last day of classes 

News 
Course Spotlight 

Leading educational change requires an understanding of 

historical and emerging leadership theory and research; 

knowledge of the complexity of individuals, groups,  

organizations, and systems; and a commitment to  

navigating change in diverse and intersecting contexts and 

cultures. This course explores leadership in higher  

education by focusing both on the roles leaders and  

leadership groups play in institutional transformation, as 

well as on the complex social and political environments 

of educational institutions. Additionally, a significant  

portion of the semester will focus on designing  

environments, courses, and programs that foster diverse 

student leadership.  Masters and doctoral students are 

welcome. 

Leadership in Higher Education  
CTCH 810:001 

This course explores issues, policies, and principles  

associated with teaching in higher education. Topics  

include practical and ethical issues associated with  

teaching, such as internal and external influences on  

instruction, instructional models and methods, and  

documenting and assessing teaching.   

CTCH 602:001 
College Teaching  

For a complete listing of Spring 2016 

http://highered.gmu.edu/course_sections 
course offerings, visit:  

Jan Arminio has created a Mason doctoral 

student research team that is investigating the process that 

educators and administrators use to meet the needs of 

new student populations.    

Jaime Lester  was named a Rising Star by Mason Spirit, 

which recognizes “professors who are standouts in their 

chosen fields.” At the 2015 ASHE conference, she will 

present the following papers: “Leveraging learning 

analytics for teaching and advising: Barriers and 

behaviors related to adoption by faculty and staff”  and 

“Gender in higher education: Problems solved or 

persisting inequities?” 

Amy Swan was selected to participate in the Early 

Career Faculty Teaching Workshop, which is a  

pre-ASHE conference event sponsored by the Council for 

the Advancement of Higher Education Programs. At the 

2015 ASHE conference, she will present a paper she  

co-authored entitled "Moving towards coherence: A 

review of the literature describing noncognitive skills and 

their role in college success and career readiness."  

Kelly Schrum was named a Rising Star by Mason Spirit, 

which recognizes “professors who are standouts in their 

chosen fields.” She is the principal investigator for a 

project to create a graduate, online certificate program in 

Digital Humanities, including development of three 

online courses: Introduction to Digital Humanities; 

Digital Public History; and Teaching Humanities in the 

Digital Age. She is also the principal investigator for 

Understanding Sacrifice: Mediterranean. Funded by the 

American Battle Monuments Commission (ABMC) in 

partnership with National History Day, the project aims 

to develop a teacher professional development program 

for secondary teachers to study WWII in North Africa 

and Southern Europe.  Additionally, her Teaching Hidden 

History hybrid course (funded last year by 4VA) was 

selected as a George Mason University 4VA Case Study 

and was featured in the 4VA Annual Report. 

 

 

http://highered.gmu.edu/course_sections
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Michael Perini had a  

chapter published in the book 

Advances in Librarianship. 

The chapter entitled "The  

Scholars’ Commons: Redefining 

Services and Spaces for 

Graduate Student Success" serves "as a review of recently 

developed models of graduate commons—in this  

discussion referred to as Scholars’ Commons—as defined 

by an integration of physical learning spaces, personnel, 

and a dynamic availability of research support services that 

support assist graduate students throughout their academic 

life cycle."  
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Student News 

Christina Hubbard, a higher education student in the Ph.D. 

in Education program, has been awarded the Virginia 

Community College System Chancellor’s Faculty  

Fellowship for the 2015-2016 school year.  

Kevin Christian was quoted in an article for The  

Hispanic Outlook in Higher Education Magazine  

regarding President Obama’s free community college plan.  

Kevin is a senior program associate for diversity, inclusion, 

and equity at the American Association of Community  

Colleges.   

HEP Student Quoted in The Hispanic Outlook  

in Higher Education Magazine  

AERA Annual Conference Presentations 

Meggan Ford presented at the NACADA annual  

conference in Las Vegas. The presentation was entitled 

“Making strengths stick: A strengths based advising  

model.”  

Meet HEP’s 
Visiting 

Faculty 

How did you become interested in higher education? 

I started off as a professional musician in Los Angeles and 

taught music at Los Angeles city college. I became interested  

in working with my students outside the classroom and  

decided to study student affairs. After that, I was hooked on 

conducting research and was given the opportunity to work 

with a great faculty member at the University of Southern  

California. 

 

What is your current research focused on? 

I am currently focusing on faculty work-life issues for  

underrepresented minorities in the S.T.E.M. fields. 

 

What is your favorite part of the research process? 

Hearing about the lives of my research participants and  

using analytical skills to tell their stories in presentations 

and publications. 

 

What do you like to do in your free time? 

I enjoy live music, especially jazz. I’ll play my guitar every 

now and then, enjoy traveling to places near oceans and 

lakes, and challenging myself with a good hike. 

Vicente Lechuga is an Associate Professor  

of   Educational Administration and Human Resource 

Development  at Texas A&M University. 

 

VCCS Chancellor’s Faculty Fellowship Recipient 

Shaun Marsh and Carrie Klein presented papers at the  

AERA annual conference in April.  Carrie Klein  

co-presented the paper “Engaging undergraduate  

researchers to understand diversity in higher education”  

with Jaime Lester, and Shaun Marsh co-presented the  

paper “One college’s system to meet accreditation  

requirements: Examining the use of data-driven  

decision making for continuous improvement.” 

NACADA Annual Conference Presentation 
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The practicum is one of the greatest opportunities I’ve 

had with HEP! I interned this summer at Mason’s Center 

for Academic Advising, Retention and Transition 

(CAART).  CAART’s staff advises undergraduate  

students who are at various stages of their academic and 

career decision-making journeys.  Not only do they meet 

with undeclared, incoming freshman students, but they 

also meet with students who are considering changing 

their major, non-degree seeking students, those seeking 

information related to the health-professions, and transfer 

students. The office helps students discover their  

academic and personal interests and skills to guide them 

toward a major and career that best suits them. 

 

For the first two weeks, I attended 

intensive training sessions which 

included reviewing the CAART 

website, the university’s academic 

policies and procedures, becoming 

familiar with the majors and minors 

that Mason offers, and the relevancy 

of the Mason Core in helping  

students determine an academic path. Additional training 

involved role-playing and shadowing with the advisors, 

so that I could gain first-hand experience of what to  

expect during a pre-orientation session. While I initially 

thought that advising simply meant talking with the  

student about what classes to take, what resources the 

university offered and our office hours, I quickly learned 

that there was so much more to it than that. In meeting 

with students I discovered that advising also requires  

listening and understanding their needs as well as  

effectively communicating relevant information they will 

need in order to be successful at the university. 

 

By early June, I was ready to see students on my own. I 

was concerned that I would give students incorrect  

information or encounter a parent who would dominate 

the conversation in an appointment. In any case, I was 

assured that if I didn’t know the answer to a question, 

there was always an advisor nearby to help. As the days 

progressed, I began to find my flow and felt that I  

connected with my advisees.  

 

 

Another challenge I faced was presenting in front of a 

large group of students who had not participated in the 

pre-orientation sessions earlier in the summer. At these 

abbreviated advising sessions, much of the same material 

is covered as is covered in the one-on-one sessions, but 

with little to no individual guidance. As I looked out over 

my audience, I saw how anxious and confused they were.  

Luckily, after the presentation, students separated into 

smaller groups where the advisors and peer advisors were 

able to spend some time talking to students individually. 

Having these few moments made them feel a little more 

comfortable!  

 

By far the most exciting part of the 

practicum experience was the  

registration site! The energy level at the 

site was tremendous! It was here that 

students crossed their fingers and hoped 

that they’d be able to  register  

successfully for their chosen course. It 

was here that I witnessed how much 

students needed our guidance and  

support. It was here advisors and peer advisors stood 

ready to assist, because success to these students, at that 

time, meant completing their registration of 12-15 con-

flict-free credits and one step toward their new lives. It 

was a beautiful sight!  

 

I firmly believe advisers are essential to the academic 

progress and success of students, particularly because of 

the many ways in which advisers help students thrive 

while at the university and beyond. The advisors and staff 

at the CAART office graciously offered their time and 

knowledge in order for me to acquire the knowledge and 

skills necessary to be an effective advisor. Since  

completing my internship, a couple of students have 

reached out to me to thank me for the time I spent with 

them during their pre-orientation appointments and  

registration sessions. One student, who was unsure of her 

academic path, expressed her interest in possibly  

becoming an academic advisor, too! Wow! What a  

compliment! This practicum experience has certainly  

solidified for me that this is the career path I want to 

take!  

Hermione Pickett, a MAIS student in the Higher Education program, works in the Provost Office as the  

Program Coordinator for Adult Degree Completion Programs and the Assistant to the Associate Provost for  

Undergraduate Education. Her area of interest is in student services, specifically, academic advising.  

 

 the HEP Practicum 
A Look Inside   

 

I began to find my flow 

and felt that I connected 

with my advisees.  


