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To:   CHSS Colleagues 

From:  Michele Schwietz, Associate Dean for Research 

Date:   September 3, 2015 

Welcome to the 2015-2016 Academic Year!  

These research, scholarship and creative works (RSCW) items may be of interest.  Please contact 
me at mschwiet@gmu.edu if you have any questions or would like to talk about your RSCW.    

Grant Announcements: 

 Happiness and Well-Being:  Integrating Research across the Disciplines.
 Virginia Sea Grant Graduate Research Fellowship
 American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS) Fellowships
 Many more funding opportunities at http://www.infoedglobal.com/spin

Keep up to Date: 

 National Science Foundation Regional Conferences.  Time-Sensitive!  Fills up quickly!
 National Science Foundation SBIR/STTR Representative on Campus September 18
 Proposed Revisions to Modernize, Strengthen, and Make More Effective the Federal

Policy for the Protection of Human Subjects.
 Qualtrics

Upcoming Mason Funding Competitions: 

Summer Research Funding for Tenure-Track and Tenured Faculty 
Applications due October 5, 2015.  See:  

Study Leaves for Tenured Instructional Faculty 
Call for Proposals Coming Soon.  Anticipated application due date October 1, 2015 

CHSS Faculty Research and Development Awards. 
Call for Proposals Issued September 4, 2015.  Application due date October 9, 2015. 

http://www.infoedglobal.com/spin
http://research.gmu.edu/docs/SUMMER_RESEARCH_FUNDING-Program_Details_8.27.15.pdf
http://chss.gmu.edu/support/frda


2 

Grant Announcements 

From the Happiness & Well-Being Project at Saint Louis University 

We are pleased to announce an interdisciplinary grant project on happiness and well-
being, Happiness and Well-Being: Integrating Research Across the Disciplines, supported by 
The John Templeton Foundation and Saint Louis University. It will run for 3 years, with about 
$5M in funding. Information can be found in the press release and on our website. The website 
includes registration for automated email updates.  

We are interested in a wide range of topics relating to happiness and well-being, and will be 
awarding a number of sub-grants of up to $310,000+ for empirical research, and up to $200,000 
for projects in philosophy or theology/religious studies. There will also be several conferences 
and a number of other activities. Our RFP is now available. Letters of intent are due Oct 15, 
2015.  

The Happiness and Well-Being Project at Saint Louis University  
wellbeing@slu.edu
http://www.happinessandwellbeing.org/ 

   2016-2019 Virginia Sea Grant Graduate Research Fellowship 

Deadline: November 13, 2015  

Virginia Sea Grant (VASG) is pleased to announce the availability of graduate research 
fellowships for the 2016-2019 academic years (June 1, 2016 through May 31, 2019). The 
fellowship is open to graduate students at any Virginia academic institution who are engaged in 
coastal and marine research in any discipline relevant to Virginia and the VASG strategic 
plan.  In addition to supporting the student’s academic expenses, the fellowship will provide 
additional professional development opportunities throughout its duration, focusing on science 
communication, science-to-management process, and other Sea Grant activities and mission 
priorities. VASG advances the resilience and sustainability of Virginia’s coastal and marine 
ecosystems and the communities that depend upon them. As a broker of scientific information, 
VASG works with resource managers, businesses, communities, and other stakeholders to 
provide and apply the best science available.  See announcement at: 
http://vaseagrant.vims.edu/category/vasg-grf/. 

http://www.happinessandwellbeing.org/grants
http://www.happinessandwellbeing.org/grants/
http://vaseagrant.vims.edu/category/vasg-grf/
http://vaseagrant.vims.edu/category/vasg-grf/
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An information session is scheduled at each of VASG’s partner institutions to provide additional 
details and answer student questions: 
 

 Oct 5: George Mason University 
 
VASG will also be releasing announcements for the Knauss Marine Policy, NMFS-Sea Grant 
Population & Ecosystem Dynamics, NMFS-Sea Grant Marine Resource Economics, and NOAA 
Coastal Management Fellowship competitions in the fall. 
 

 
 
Greetings from ACLS!  

We are pleased to announce that the 2015-16 ACLS fellowship competitions are now 
open. ACLS offers fellowship programs that promote the full spectrum of humanities 
and humanistic social sciences research and support scholars at the advanced graduate 
student level through all stages of the academic career. Comprehensive information and 
eligibility criteria for all programs can be found at www.acls.org/programs/comps.  
 
Application deadlines vary by program:  
 
September 23, 2015  
ACLS Fellowships (the central program)  
ACLS Collaborative Research Fellowships  
Frederick Burkhardt Residential Fellowships for Recently Tenured Scholars (including 
new opportunities for liberal arts college faculty)  
 
October 21, 2015  
Luce/ACLS Dissertation Fellowships in American Art  
Mellon/ACLS Dissertation Completion Fellowships  
 
November 2, 2015  
African Humanities Program  
 
November 4, 2015  
Luce/ACLS Predissertation-Summer Travel Grants in China Studies  
Luce/ACLS Postdoctoral Fellowships in China Studies  
Luce/ACLS Collaborative Reading-Workshop Grants in China Studies  
Comparative Perspectives on Chinese Culture and Society (grants for planning 

http://www.acls.org/programs/comps
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meetings, workshops, and conferences)  
 
November 17, 2015  
The Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation Dissertation Fellowships in Buddhist Studies  
The Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowships in Buddhist Studies  
The Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation Research Fellowships in Buddhist Studies  
The Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation Collaborative Research Fellowships in Buddhist 
Studies  
 
March 2016 (date TBA)  
ACLS Public Fellows  
 
The American Council of Learned Societies is the leading private institution supporting 
scholars in the humanities. In the 2014-15 competition year, ACLS awarded over $16 
million to nearly 350 scholars worldwide. Recent fellows' profiles and research abstracts 
are available at www.acls.org/fellows/new. The 2015-16 season promises to be equally 
successful! 

NSF Grants Conference: November 2-3, 2015 (Arlington, VA) 
 
The Fall 2015 National Science Foundation Grants Conference will be November 2-3, 2015 in 
Arlington, VA.  Key officials representing each NSF program directorate, administrative office, 
Office of General Counsel, and Office of the Inspector General will participate.  
 
Notify mschwiet@gmu.edu ASAP if you would like to attend.  The College will be able to support 
a few registrations! 
 
The conference is geared for new faculty, researchers, educators and administrators who want to 
gain insight into a wide range of important and timely issues at NSF including: the state of 
current funding; the proposal and award process; and current and recently updated policies and 
procedures.  
 
Topics covered include: 

 Introduction to NSF;  
 NSF's proposal preparation and merit review process;  
 Award management;  
 Conflict of interest policies;  
 New programs and initiatives;  
 Cross-disciplinary and special interest programs; and  
 Breakout sessions by discipline.  

Registration is not yet available. To be placed on the registration notification list, please visit 
http://events.SignUp4.com/nsfnotification.   

http://events.SignUp4.com/nsfnotification
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   National Science Foundation Small Business Innovation 
Research Program 
 

Dr. Jesus Soriano Program Director, SBIR/STTR, Division of Industrial Innovation and 
Partnerships, National Science Foundation will visit the campus to talk to Deans, Faculty, staff 
and grad students about NSF’s Small Business Innovation Research Program.  President Cabrera 
visited with Dr. Soriano and invited him to Mason.   
 
The session will be Friday, Sept. 18, 1:00 p.m., 1204 Merten Hall.  Dr. Soriano will make 
approximately a 45 minute presentation, and then entertain questions.  Dr. Soriano will also 
remain afterwards to meet with interested faculty and grad students in 15 minute one-on-one 
sessions.  
 
Please consider attending this important session for at least part of the time.  And, equally 
important, please share with faculty and grad students, and private sector partners  
 
Kerry Bolognese, Mason’s Director of Federal Relations, is working directly with Dr. Soriano, 
so please let him know (kbologne@gmu.edu) if there are specific topics you would like him to 
address.   
 
The SBIR/STTR seeks to transform scientific discovery into societal and economic benefit by 
catalyzing private sector commercialization of campus technological innovations. The program 
increases the incentive and opportunity for cutting-edge, high-quality scientific research and 
development. Grants are provided in phases: a short proof-of-concept / feasibility grant ($150-
225k) can potentially be followed by a longer development grant ($750k). 
 

-        http://www.nsf.gov/div/index.jsp?div=IIP  
-        https://www.youtube.com/user/NSFInnovationIIP/featured   
-        http://www.nsf.gov/eng/iip/sbir/home.jsp  
-        http://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/i-corps/  

 
 

 

HHS Announces Proposal to Improve Rules Protecting Human Research Subjects  

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and fifteen other Federal Departments and 
Agencies have announced proposed revisions to modernize, strengthen, and make more effective 
the Federal Policy for the Protection of Human Subjects that was promulgated as a Common 
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Rule in 1991.  A Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) was put on public display on 
September 2, 2015 by the Office of the Federal Register.   
 
The NPRM seeks comment on proposals to better protect human subjects involved in research, 
while facilitating valuable research and reducing burden, delay, and ambiguity for investigators. 
It is expected that the NPRM will be published in the Federal Register on September 8, 2015.  
There are plans to release several webinars that will explain the changes proposed in the NPRM, 
and a town hall meeting is planned to be held in Washington, D.C. in October. 
 
Some of the major changes being proposed that will better protect research subjects and help 
build public trust are the rules relating to informed consent. With regard to informed consent in 
general (such as consent to participating in clinical trials), the rules would be significantly 
tightened to make sure that the process becomes more meaningful. 
 
Consent forms would no longer be able to be unduly long documents, with the most important 
information often buried and hard to find. They would need to give appropriate details about the 
research that is most relevant to a person’s decision to participate in the study, such as 
information a reasonable person would want to know, and present that information in a way that 
highlights the key information. In addition, to assure that these rules do indeed change current 
practices, there will be a one-time posting requirement for the consent forms for clinical trials, so 
that anyone drafting a consent form will do so knowing that it will eventually be subject to 
public scrutiny. 
 
In addition, informed consent would generally be required for secondary research with a 
biospecimen (for example, part of a blood sample that is left over after being drawn for clinical 
purposes), even if the investigator is not being given information that would enable him or her to 
identify whose biospecimen it is.  Such consent would not need to be obtained for each specific 
research use of the biospecimen, but rather could be obtained using a “broad” consent form in 
which a person would give consent to future unspecified research uses. 
 
The NPRM also attempts to strengthen the effectiveness and efficiency of the oversight system 
by making the level of review more proportional to the seriousness of the harm or danger to be 
avoided. Research that poses greater risk to subjects should receive more oversight and 
deliberation than less risky research. The NPRM seeks to avoid requirements that do not enhance 
protection and impose burden, which can decrease efficiency, waste resources, erode trust, and 
obscure the true ethical challenges that require careful deliberation and stakeholder input. 
Cumbersome and outdated regulatory standards overwhelm and distract institutions, IRBs, and 
investigators in ways that stymie efforts to appropriately address the real risks and benefits of 
research.   
 
The result of these types of changes, as the NPRM proposes to implement them, is that some 
studies that currently require IRB review would now become exempt. Some that are currently 
exempt would specifically be declared as outside the scope of the regulations (“excluded”), and 
thus would not require any administrative or IRB review. Further, in terms of determining when 
a study is exempt, a web-based “decision tool” will be created. That decision tool will provide a 
determination of whether or not a study is exempt. That result, so long as the tool was provided 
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with accurate information, will be presumed by the Common Rule agencies to be an appropriate 
determination of exempt status. It is expected that in many instances the tool would be used by 
the investigators themselves, thus obviating both the need for further review and the concern that 
the institution might be subjecting itself to future liability by allowing investigators to use the 
tool. 
 
For all of the excluded and exempt research activities, this NPRM also affirms the importance of 
applying the ethical principle of respect for persons, in addition to the importance of abiding by 
this principle in fully regulated non-exempt research involving human subjects.   
 
The following list encompasses the most significant changes to the Common Rule proposed in 
the NPRM: 
 
1) Improve informed consent by increasing transparency and by imposing stricter new 
requirements regarding the information that must be given to prospective subjects, and the 
manner in which it is given to them, to better assure that subjects are appropriately informed 
before they decide to enroll in a research study. 
 
2) Generally require informed consent for the use of stored biospecimens in secondary research 
(for example, part of a blood sample that is left over after being drawn for clinical purposes), 
even if the investigator is not being given information that would enable him or her to identify 
whose biospecimen it is. That consent would generally be obtained by means of broad consent 
(i.e., consent for future, unspecified research studies) to the storage and eventual research use of 
biospecimens. 
 
3) Exclude from coverage under the Common Rule certain categories of activities that should be 
deemed not to be research, are inherently low risk, or where protections similar to those usually 
provided by IRB review are separately mandated.  
 
4) Add additional categories of exempt research to accommodate changes in the scientific 
landscape and to better calibrate the level of review to the level of risk involved in the research. 
A new process would allow studies to be determined to be exempt without requiring any 
administrative or IRB review. Certain exempt and all non-exempt research would be required to 
provide privacy safeguards for biospecimens and identifiable private information. New 
categories include: 
 

a. certain research involving benign interventions with adult subjects;  
b. research involving educational tests, surveys, interviews or observations of public 

behavior when sensitive information may be collected, provided that data security and 
information privacy protections policies are followed;  

c. secondary research use of identifiable private information originally collected as part of a 
non-research activity, where notice of such possible use was given; 

d. storing or maintaining biospecimens and identifiable private information for future, 
unspecified secondary research studies, or conducting such studies, when a broad consent 
template to be promulgated by the Secretary of HHS is used, information and 
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biospecimen privacy safeguards are followed, and limited IRB approval of the consent 
process used is obtained. 

 
5) Change the conditions and requirements for waiver or alteration of consent such that waiver of 
consent for research involving biospecimens (regardless of identifiability) will occur only in very 
rare circumstances.   
 
6) Mandate that U.S. institutions engaged in cooperative research rely on a single IRB for that 
portion of the research that takes place within the United States, with certain exceptions.  To 
encourage the use of IRBs that are otherwise not affiliated with or operated by an assurance-
holding institution (“unaffiliated IRBs”), this NPRM also includes a proposal that would hold 
such IRBs directly responsible for compliance with the Common Rule.  
 
7) Eliminate the continuing review requirement for studies that undergo expedited review and for 
studies that have completed study interventions and are merely analyzing data or involve only 
observational follow-up in conjunction with standard clinical care.  
 
8) Extend the scope of the policy to cover all clinical trials, regardless of funding source, 
conducted at a U.S. institution that receives federal funding for non-exempt human subjects 
research.  
 
See the advance version of the Federal Register prior to official publication on Tuesday, 9/8/15. 
https://federalregister.gov/a/2015-21756. 
 

Qualtrics at CHSS: 

The College of Humanities and Social Sciences has obtained a college-wide site license to 
Qualtrics and CHSS researchers (faculty, staff and students) have access to the web-based survey 
tool at no charge.   

A list of departments and centers that have already named a departmental administrator are on 
the University Libraries’ “Data Services” website.  Please contact Clara Robertello or Jenna 
McGwin in the Dean’s Office if you have Qualtrics questions or want to add your department or 
center to the list.  

http://dataservices.gmu.edu/software/qualtrics
http://dataservices.gmu.edu/software/qualtrics
https://federalregister.gov/a/2015-21756
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