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Expanding Foreign-Born Population in Minneapolis, 
MN (2000-2011)

In the year 2000, the city of Minneapolis contained an estimated 
380,610 people. Approximately 14 percent, or 54,900 of these 
people were foreign-born.

By the year 2011, the population of Minneapolis had grown to an 
estimated 382,036 people, of which 15.6 percent were foreign-
born. This percentage amounted to approximately 59,500 
foreign-born individuals.
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Age Distribution of the Foreign-Born and Native-Born in Minneapolis, MN (2011)
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In the year 2011, a greater share of Minneapolis’ 
foreign-born population were of prime working age 
(18-44) in comparison to the City’s native-born 
population.

This suggests that the economy of Minneapolis 
relies upon the labor of its foreign-born population 
to bolster the labor-force.

Foreign-Born Workers in Minneapolis, MN 
(2011)

In 2011, approximately 16 percent of the labor force 
of Minneapolis was foreign-born. This amounted to 
an estimated 36,740 foreign-born workers.

Approximately 76 percent of these foreign-born 
workers were concentrated among five different 
industry groupings. These groupings were education, 
health, and social services; arts, entertainment, 
recreation, hospitality, and food services; 
professional, scientific, and waste management and 
administration; manufacturing; and retail trade.
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Educational Attainment of Foreign-Born, 27 
Years of Age or Older, Minneapolis, MN (2011)
The city of Minneapolis contained approximately 40,300 
foreign-born individuals who were 27 years or older in 
2011. The majority of these individuals (61.7%) had 
attained at least a high school diploma, while a smaller 
share (38.3%) of these individuals had not.

Among those immigrants who were 27 years of age or 
older, 18.2 percent did not continue their education, 16.1 
percent completed some college, 14.4 percent attained a 
bachelors degree, 10.0 percent attained a professional or 
masters degree, and 3.0% had attained a doctorate.
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Congressional district 5 contained approximately 64,500 foreign-
born individuals who were 27 years of age or older in 2011. The 
majority of these individuals (66.3%) had attained at least a high 
school diploma, while a smaller share (33.7%) had not.

Among those immigrants who were 27 years of age or older, 18.4 
percent did not continue their education, 18.0 percent had 
completed some college, 15.9 percent had attained a bachelors 
degree, 11.4 percent attained a professional or masters degree, 
and 2.6 percent had attained a doctoral degree
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Foreign-Born Population of Congressional District 05, MN (2011)
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The 5th congressional district of Minnesota 
contains the city of Minneapolis and its 
various suburbs. Congressman Keith Ellison 
(DFL) has represented this district since 2007.

In 2011, congressional district five contained 
an estimated 662,526 people. Approximately 
14 percent, or 93,711 of these people were 
foreign-born.
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Age Distribution of the Foreign-Born and Native-Born in Congressional District 5, MN (2011)

Foreign-Born Workers in Congressional District 
5, MN (2011)
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Data provided by the American Community Survey (ACS) 2000 and 2011 samples (IPUMS-USA, University of Minnesota, www.ipums.org)
Estimates computed by the Institute for Immigration Research (IIR)
Website: IIR.GMU.EDU | Email: IIR@GMU.EDU | Twitter: @IIRGMU

In the year 2011, a larger share of the foreign-born 
population in congressional district five were of prime 
working-age (18-44) in comparison to the district’s 
native-born population. 

This suggests that the residents and businesses within 
congressional district five rely upon the labor of the 
foreign-born population.

In 2011, foreign-born workers accounted for approximately 
15 percent of the labor force in congressional district 5. This 
amounted to 58,749 foreign-born workers.

The majority of these foreign-born workers were 
concentrated among five major industry groupings. These 
groupings were education, health, and social services; 
professional, scientific, and waste management and 
administration; arts, entertainment, recreation, hospitality, 
and food services; manufacturing; and retail trade.

24.4%

8.3%

14.5%

15.2%

15.7%

22.0%

All Other Industries

Retail Trade

Manufacturing

Arts/Entertainment/Recreation/Hospitality
/Food Services

Professiona/Scientific/Waste Management
and Administration

Education/Health/Social Services

Educational Attainment of the Foreign-Born, 27 
years of Age or Older, Congressional District 5, 
MN (2011)
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