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Treasure Houses of Scotland: Royal Heritage 

 

Smithsonian-Mason Field School at the University of Glasgow 

ARTH 640 - George Mason University  

 

June 29 - July 10, 2015 

 

Syllabus 

 

Course Instructor: Dr. Thea Stevens  

Forum for Critical Inquiry, Glasgow School of Art 

thea.stevens@googlemail.com 

 

Summer School Director: Dr. Sally Tuckett 

History of Art, University of Glasgow  

Sally.Tuckett@glasgow.ac.uk 

 

Course Coordinator, Smithson-Mason Program: Dr. Angela George 

George Mason University 

ageorge7@gmu.edu 

 

In this course we will explore the decorative arts, architecture and social identity of royal and noble 

sites in Scotland from the golden age of the Stuart monarchy through the Victorian era. The main 

focus will be on how objects, interiors, and exterior spaces functioned in their historical contexts 

and how these factors intersect with current trends in cultural heritage presentation and museum 

interpretation. Centering on sites of royal and noble connection, we will explore their historic 

fabric, material culture and expression of dramatic narratives within evocative settings; and, 

embracing the checkered histories of royalty in Scotland, we will utilize museum and gallery 

collections to encompass the various discourses of image, object and display that lie at the heart of 

issues of national identity.  In doing so, we will encompass differing approaches to collecting and 

connecting, informed by constructions of identity and pride in ancient family, the Enlightenment, 

concepts of antiquarianism, scholarship and connoisseurship, and the introduction of new and 

varied courtly tastes. 

As the course is founded upon principles of direct learning, most of the classes take place in situ on 

visits to key examples of historic sites and museum collections, and they will feature study sessions 

and master classes by curators and specialists active in the research, preservation and conservation 

of Scotland’s historic buildings and collections. Visits will include Stirling Castle Palace, the 

focus of a recent ground-breaking project in re-creation, display and interpretation, Falkland 

Palace, the locus for royal progresses, leisure and recreation during the Scottish Renaissance, and 

Balmoral, a veritable expression of the royal love affair with the Scottish Highlands.  

 

COURSE AIMS: 
 

 To develop the student’s knowledge of issues, methodological approaches and historical 

practice employed in the development and study of the spaces and objects of noble and 

royal material culture and heritage in Scotland; 

 to give students an opportunity for in-depth study of historic site architecture, decoration 

and design; 

 to encourage direct experience of evaluating a range of primary objects; 
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 to promote object-based research by studying at first-hand the contents of these museum 

collections and buildings and exploring the relationship between the objects and their 

histories; 

 to promote the acquisition of research and analytical skills appropriate to the study of the 

heritage environment; and 

 to support the student in the development and application of research, oral and written 

presentation skills. 

 

INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
 

By the end of the course students will be able to: 
 

 demonstrate knowledge, understanding and critical awareness of the period, issues and 

material covered by the course; 

 critically evaluate, within written work, a variety of sources and approaches relevant to the 

study of royal and noble heritage in Scotland; 

 use a range of advanced and specialised descriptive and analytical skills appropriate to the 

study of  relevant material culture, architecture, design and social history, and their contexts 

within the history of taste, collecting and heritage; 

 discuss the range of approaches used by historic site architects, designers and craftsmen and 

women, as well as in interpretation and site presentation. 

 

TEACHING: 
 

Most of the learning and teaching will take place in situ during visits to the houses and museums. 

Other classes will be held in University of Glasgow’s History of Art department, No. 8 University 

Gardens, room 101.  All sessions to be led by Dr. Thea Stevens with additional guest lecturers and 

contributors. 

 

You will have access to books in both the main University Library and in the History of Art 

Resource Centre. 

 

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS: 
 

1. Paper and oral presentation: before the course begins you are required to write a paper relating 

to one of the key themes of the course, which you will then adapt to give as a 10-minute oral 

presentation during the course.  It is important that each student works on a different topic. 

 

a) The paper should be approximately 10 pages double spaced (excluding notes and 

bibliography), and include (end or foot) notes, a bibliography, and fully annotated 

illustrations.  Please be sure your paper follows the Chicago (humanities) style. Your paper 

should provide a broad context of the historical, cultural and social milieu, demonstrating 

your familiarity with key publications. You should send a complete first draft of your paper 

to Thea Stevens at thea.stevens@googlemail.com by Friday, June 12.  

Please be sure to compress your images or, instead of emailing, use a file transfer service 

such as We Transfer.   

 

Your paper will be returned to you electronically with comments by Friday, June 26. 

During the course, you will have time to consult both primary and secondary sources in the 

University Library in Glasgow and complete your paper. 

 

The final version of your paper will be due at the end of the course on Friday, July 10.  

Please email your paper to Thea Stevens at thea.stevens@googlemail.com  
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b) The presentation will be given at a relevant site during the course.  Presentations should be 

10 minutes in length (followed by questions), and should be given from brief notes on cards 

for reference.  You are not required to submit any written material for the presentation. 

2. Class participation (including site talk): students are expected to attend all classes, site visits, 

and excursions. You will be asked to give a word of thanks on behalf of the class to one of the 

lecturers/contributors during the course.  Classes and excursions begin promptly at the 

designated time; latecomers cannot be accommodated.  

Students will also give a short site talk either on the coach before a site visit or at the site on the 

day of the visit.  The presentation will introduce a property or geographical area, and will 

typically focus on key concepts, people, places, family history, social history, and geography.  

 

Site talks will be 5-10 minutes in length and should be based only on brief notes on cards for 

reference.  You are not required to submit any written material for the presentation. 

 

SITE TALK TOPICS: 

      Please choose one from the following list: 
 

 

 Topic Given by/at Date 

1 Edinburgh: a brief history of the Scottish capital On coach to SNPG July 1 

2 An introduction to the Scottish National Portrait Gallery (SMPG) On coach to SNPG July 1 

3 Edinburgh Castle: a brief historical overview  On Edinburgh Castle 

Esplanade 

July 1 

4 An introduction to the National Museum of Scotland (NMS) and its 

collections 
On coach to NMS July 2 

5 Stirling: the key to the kingdom On coach to Stirling Castle July 3 

6 Stirling Castle: a brief historical overview  On coach to Stirling Castle July 3 

7 Argyll’s Lodging: a brief history of a townhouse 

 

At Argyll’s Lodging July 3 

8 Loch Leven: Mary, Queen of Scots and her great escape On coach to Falkland Palace July 6 

9 Falkland Palace: its history and partial restoration On coach to Falkland Palace July 6 

10 Linlithgow Palace: a brief historical overview On coach to Linlithgow 

Palace 

July 6 

11 Family history at Glamis: the earls of Strathmore and Kinghorne On coach to Glamis Castle July 7 

12 A brief history of Scone Palace and the Earls of Mansfield 

 

On coach to Scone Palace July 7 

13 ‘The Borders’ region in Scotland:  history, geography and identity  On coach to Abbotsford  

14 Sir Walter Scott : the essential biography  

 

On coach to Abbotsford July 8 

15 The Grand Tour and the noble image On coach to Hopetoun 

House 

July 8 

16 Hopetoun House: a brief history of the house and family  On coach to Hopetoun 

House 

July 9 

17 Balmoral: history of a house and a love story On coach to Balmoral July 9 

18 Pitlochry: in the steps of Queen Victoria On coach to Blair Castle July 9 

19 Blair Castle and the Dukes and Earls of Atholl On coach to Blair Castle July 9 

20 Palace of Holyroodhouse: a brief history of a royal site On coach to Holyroodhouse July 10 

Your final course grade will be based on the paper (50%), presentation (25%), and class 

participation (25%, half of which is for the site talk).   
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COURSE READINGS: 
 

In addition to readings for individual research projects, students are required to read the at least one 

work on the history of Scotland.  Recommended books include:  
  

 HOUSTON, R. & KNOX, William (eds.), The New Penguin History of Scotland (Penguin, 

2002) 

 LYNCH, Michael, Scotland: A New History (Pimlico, 1992) 

 MAGNUSSON, Magnus, Scotland: The Story of a Nation (Harper Collins, 2001) 

 OLIVER, Neil, A History of Scotland (W&N, 2010)  

 ROSS, David, Scotland: History of a Nation (Lomond Books, 2013) 

 
 


