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Welcome
to the Master of Arts in Middle East and Islamic Studies program at
George Mason University’s College of Humanities and Social Sciences!

This student handbook has been developed to introduce you to the 
program requirements and  policies associated with the Master of Arts 
program in Middle East and Islamic Studies (hereafter MEIS). 

Please read through this handbook and familiarize yourself with the 
requirements, policies, and procedures of your program. The infor-
mation in this handbook will help you to succeed in your program and
assist you in making critical decisions along the way. As questions and 
issues arise during your studies, this handbook along with the Graduate 
Catalog, and your assigned faculty advisor should be where you turn 
to first for answers and guidance.

We welcome you to the MEIS program and hope you find this expe-
rience both enjoyable and rewarding.

Peter Mandaville, PhD, Director, Middle East and Islamic Studies MA Program 

Ann Birkelbach, MA, Program Coordinator, Middle East and Islamic Studies 



Program Overview



Mason’s graduate program in Middle East and Islamic Studies (MEIS) 
equips students with the tools and analytical skills for understand-
ing major issues and debates in the study of the Middle East, Islam, 
and Muslim societies. Students study historical and contemporary as-
pects of society, economy, politics, and culture from both regional 
and global perspectives-with a strong emphasis on theory and meth-
odology. 

This program is designed to address the needs of aspiring scholars as 
well as practitioners. With our location in the Washington DC metro 
area, students have the opportunity to complete a practicum in the 
NGO, media, academic, or government sectors as part of their gradu-
ate program. The unique combination of experienced faculty, broad 
selection of courses, stimulating events, and a wide variety of train-
ing and dissemination resources, this program represents an unpar-
alleled engagement with its fields of study.

The MEIS program is offered by the College of Humanities and Social 
Sciences at George Mason University and represents the flagship of 
its interdisciplinary program in Middle East & Islamic Studies.



Ali Vural Ak Center for Global 
Islamic Studies



The MA program in Middle East and Islamic Studies is supported by 
the Ali Vural Ak Center for Global Islamic Studies. The mission of the 
Center is to advance a sound and nuanced understanding of Mus-
lim societies and the Islamic faith, its role in world history, and its 
current patterns of globalization. The Center coordinates an active 
programming schedule of events, lectures, workshops, conferences, 
which all MA students are invited to attend as opportunities to en-
rich their academic coursework. 

The Center also offers a congenial study and social space for MA stu-
dents. Center offices are located adjacent to the University in down-
town Fairfax and accessible by the Mason shuttle.



Middle East Studies Program



The interdisciplinary Middle East Studies program at George Mason 
provides students with a firm grounding in the history, politics, and 
culture of this important region. Under the guidance of internation-
ally recognized faculty, students develop an understanding of the 
diverse dynamics and complex forces that shape modern realities in 
the Middle East and Islamic world. Students have the opportunity to 
examine new Middle East and Islamic diasporas and transnational 
communities in the West, as well as the role of the Middle East and 
the Islamic world in a changing geopolitical environment marked by 
the rise of China, India and the re-emergence of Russia.



MA Degree in Middle East and 
Islamic Studies



The MA degree is a 30 credit degree program consisting of six core 
courses (18 credits) and four elective courses (12 credits). Completion 
of the program also requires that the student pass a language pro-
ficiency exam in one of five major languages of the Middle East and 
Muslim world, (Arabic, Hebrew, Persian, Turkish, Urdu). 

Students who wish to complete a research project or master’s thesis 
as a capstone for their MA take three or six fewer elective credits, 
respectively. Students may also fulfill elective requirements through 
an internship taken for academic credit or through an approved in-
dividualized research and readings course. All students are required 
to take the program foundation course MEIS 500 within their first 
year of study, usually during the first fall semester.  

The degree is designed to be completed over a two year period for 
full-time students and must be completed within six years for part-
time students.

Core Courses
MEIS 500 - Critical Issues and Debates in Middle East and Islamic Stud-
ies: 3 credits 
Introduces the interdisciplinary study of the Middle East and the Is-
lamic world through an examination of recent seminal works and 
debates in the field representing the disciplinary perspectives of his-
tory, religious studies, political science, and sociology.

HIST 575 – Approaches to Middle East and Islamic History: 3 credits
Introduces students to the central issues and debates surrounding 
the study of the Middle East, Islam, and Muslim societies. Covers key 
methodological issues including the role of area studies vis�à�vis dis-
ciplinary approaches and debates on the politics of knowledge pro-
duction and historiography.

GOVT 731 – Advanced Seminar in Comparative Politics: Politics and 
Societies of the Middle East: 3 credits
Assumes basic proficiency in comparative analysis. Regionally based 
examination of key debates in the comparative politics field. Key 
theoretical and methodological debates are addressed through in 
depth examination of regional political processes. Regions include 
Latin America, Asia, Middle East, European Union, Africa, and Russia.
 
GOVT 733 – Islam and Politics: 3 credits
Provides an overview and understanding of the multifaceted nature 
of political Islam in the contemporary world.  Covers brief history of 
Islam, formation of modern states in the post-colonial Muslim world, 
nature of contemporary Islamic radicalism and militancy and the fu-
ture of Islamism.

RELI 644 – Islamic Texts and Contexts:  3 credits



Introduces foundational Islamic texts; scholarly traditions of com-
mentary, criticism and analysis on these texts; and application and 
significance of these texts in contemporary Islamic discourses.

Methods course (dependent on student’s disciplinary focus) – ANTH 
650, GOVT 500, HIST 610, RELI 630, SOCI 620: 3 credits

Elective Courses
ANTH 635 – Regional Ethnography: The Middle East and North Africa

ARAB 420/FRLN 551 – Survey of Arabic Literature

ARAB 440/FRLN 550 – Topics in Arabic Religious Thought and Texts

ARTH 599 – Special Topics in Art History and the Decorative Arts 
(when topic is related to Middle Eastern and Islamic Art)

ARTH 699 – Topics in Art History (when topic is related to Middle 
Eastern and Islamic Art)

CONF 653 – World Religions, Diplomacy and Conflict Resolution

CONF 722 – Conflict and Religion

CONF 749 – World Religions, Violence and Conflict Resolution

ENG 665 – Texts and Global Contexts (when topic is related to Middle 
East and Islam) 

FREN 553 – Topics in North African Francophone Literature and Culture

GGS 533 – Geography of the Middle East

HIST 585 -  Problems in Middle Eastern History (when topic is related 
to Middle Eastern and Islamic History) 

REL 591 - Special Topics in Religious Studies (when topic is related to Islam)

RELI 645 – Muslim Comparative Theologies: Sunni-Shi’i Religious Thought

RELI 646 – Islam and Human Rights

RELI 660 – Islamic Biomedical Ethics

Elective courses listed above are those that have been offered in re-
cent years. Check the current university catalog for additional offerings.



Language Proficiency 
Students will take proficiency exams in their chosen language 
through the Department of Modern and Classical Languages. 

Students will be tested on their reading and listening skills and must 
achieve an intermediate (ACTFL) score on both the listening portion 
and reading portions. The MEIS director and coordinator can provide 
full details about the format and rubric for the language proficiency 
exam. Students may take the exam at any point during their en-
rollment in the MEIS program but it must be successfully completed 
prior to graduation. 

Relevant language courses are offered at GMU, but credits from 
these courses generally cannot be used to fulfill elective credit for 
the MA. 

Research Project (Capstone) 3 credits
The research project provides students with an opportunity to build 
on work undertaken in a completed course, internship/practicum or 
an area of interest to student. The student’s main faculty advisor in 
consultation with department’s faculty director, approve and super-
vise capstone research projects. 

Projects may be theoretical, experimental, observational, or based 
upon fieldwork, case studies, literature review resulting in a report, 
presentation, expanded paper or an article for a scholarly journal. 
Students are generally expected to have completed all MEIS core re-
quirements prior to undertaking a research project and may not do 
so unless the core methods requirement has been met.

Students choosing to complete a research project take one less elec-
tive course (3 credits). Students register for one of the following 
courses in the student’s elected discipline. 

The College has several course codes/rubrics available for research 
projects (in some cases students may need to seek permission from 
the relevant academic department in order to register for a research 
project):

ANTH 796 – Master’s Research Project: Capstone research project con-
ducted under the supervision of a faculty project director and project 
evaluation committee. Project should be a substantial contribution 
to anthropological knowledge and is in lieu of a thesis.

GOVT 798 - Political Science Research Project: Research project relat-
ed to student’s concentration under supervision of a faculty advisor. 
Student produces substantial and original contribution to political 
science knowledge on model of article in scholarly journal.



HIST 798 - Directed Research and Writing in History: Intended for stu-
dents in department’s pre-doctoral track who are not writing mas-
ter’s thesis. Goal is to produce substantial and original contribution 
to historical knowledge on model of article in scholarly journal.

SOCI 696 - Independent Study: Theoretical and research literature 
chosen by student and instructor.

Thesis (6 credits)
MEIS 799 – Thesis Research and Writing in Middle East and Islamic 
Studies: 6 credits

Students in the MA in Middle East and Islamic Studies program can 
enroll in the MEIS thesis course (MEIS799) after they have completed 
all core courses for the MA degree and have assembled a committee 
of three faculty (at least two of whom must be CHSS faculty mem-
bers). To ensure that these prerequisites have been met, students 
will need the approval of the MEIS director before enrolling in the 
course.

Having assembled a committee, and prepared an approved thesis 
proposal, students enrolled in this course will be engaged in writing 
an original piece of research based upon the student’s own field-
work or analysis of primary source material. The thesis will demon-
strate mastery of relevant secondary literature, as well as working 
knowledge of relevant theoretical and methodological approaches 
in the field.

Students who are engaged full time writing their thesis can en-
roll in this course for a maximum of 6 credits. Students who do not 
complete their thesis in a single semester, can continue to register 
for one credit of MEIS 799 in successive semesters until they have 
reached the maximum time to graduation limit. Students also have 
the option of splitting the 6 credits between two semesters, but 
must complete a minimum of 6 credits total in order to complete the 
thesis requirements for the program. Students taking other courses 
concurrent with their thesis are expected to split the 6 credits over 
two semesters.

All students must abide by the College’s guidelines for the writing 
and submission of theses found in the university catalog.

Students choosing to complete the master’s thesis take two less elec-
tive courses and register for 6 credits of MEIS 799. 



ACADEMIC POLICIES



MEIS students are subject to all University and College policies gov-
erning graduate study. 

Please review and familiarize yourself with relevant sections of the 
University Catalog at: http://catalog.gmu.edu

Credit Overload
MEIS students will not routinely be permitted to take a credit over-
load in the first semester of enrollment. Credit overloads in subse-
quent semesters may be considered based on performance.

Electives
If a chosen elective course falls outside the approved elective course 
list (see the MEIS website for the list of approved electives offered 
each semester), students may petition to have the course count to-
ward their elective credits. Students need to provide a written justi-
fication explaining why the proposed course is appropriate to fulfill 
MEIS elective requirements and/or is relevant to their research pro-
ject or thesis. 

Students may be asked to submit a syllabus for the proposed course 
for review and approval. In some cases, a letter from the instructor 
of the elective course may also be requested. All elective courses out-
side the approved list will need final approval from the MEIS direc-
tor.

Independent Study
A student may take up to 3 credits of individualized research and 
readings credit in fulfillment of elective requirements.

Internship Credit
A student may fulfill up to 3 credits of elective credit for the program 
through the completion of an internship at an approved internship 
site and location.

Repeating a Course for Credit
Graduate students who have passed a course with a grade of B- or 
better are not permitted to repeat the course for credit. Students 
must obtain permission from the offering department to repeat a 
course in which a grade of C or below has been earned. 

Each department establishes procedures for granting such permis-
sion. Duplicate credit is not earned.  When a course is repeated, all 
credits attempted are used to determine warning, termination, or 
dismissal; the transcript shows grades for all courses attempted; only 
one grade per course may be presented on the degree application. 
Some courses, such as special topics courses, are repeatable for a lim-
ited number of additional credits. As long as students do not exceed 
the maximum allowable credits for repeatable courses, all takings of 
the course count for credit and in the student’s GPA. 



In cases where the student has exceeded allowable credits in a re-
peatable class, the transcript will exclude the grade and credits of 
the earliest taking of the class. 

Transfer of Credit
A student must take more than half their credits in graduate status.  
This means that 16 credits toward the fulfillment of the 30-credit 
MAMEIS program must be taken at George Mason University. 

Since most courses are 3 credits, the maximum number of credits a 
student may apply toward the completion of their program is 12.

The transfer credits will only be given for relevant courses taken at 
an accredited institution within 6 years of the student’s admission 
date. Students enrolled in Mason’s non-degree graduate program 
may transfer up to 6 credits. 

Language Proficiency Waivers
Students who have successfully completed a degree program at a 
university where the primary medium of instruction is one of the 
five designated languages may apply for a waiver of the language 
proficiency requirement.  



LANGUAGE TRAINING 
& RESOURCES



Consortium of Universities of the Washington Metropolitian Area 
http://www.consortium.org/

George Mason is a member of the Consortium of Universities of the 
Washington D.C. metropolitan area entitling our students to enroll 
in courses at other DC metro area universities while paying home 
institution rates. This may be particularly helpful for students wish-
ing to take  language classes that are not offered or not offered at 
convenient times at George Mason. 

Georgetown University, George Washington University, American 
University offers Arabic, Turkish, Persian, and Hebrew classes through 
advanced levels. Howard University also offers  African languages, 
such as Swahili.

The Middle East Institute (Arabic, Persian, Turkish and Hebrew)
http://www.mei.edu/department-languages-regional-studies

DC Internationals Middle East/South Asia Language Institute (Arabic, 
Turkish, Hebrew plus less commonly taught languages like Dari Per-
sian, Urdu, Pashto, Armenian, Kurdish, Pashto, etc.)
http://www.dcinternationals.com/index.php?option=com_content&
view=article&id=76&Itemid=62

Global Language Network (GLN)
http://thegln.org/

Students should also be encouraged to check with embassies, who 
can direct students to language training options for less commonly 
studied languages such as Urdu, Indonesian, Tajiki, Azerbaijani, He-
brew, etc.

Critical Languages Scholarship (CLS) (Arabic, Turkish, Persian, Urdu, 
Azerbaijani, Punjabi, Bangla, Indonesian, plus several other non-
Middle Eastern/Islamic languages.)
http://www.clscholarship.org/ 

CLS awards students funding for overseas summer language pro-
grams. Arabic and Persian require at least one year prior study; most 
other languages accept beginners. Participants may not choose their 
own program or location – all programs are organized by CLS. Per-
sian is taught in Tajikistan; instruction is in standard Persian/Farsi 
(with a bit of street Tajiki dialect for everyday life.) Urdu is taught in 
Lucknow, India.

Boren Fellowships
http://www.borenawards.org/boren_fellowship
The Boren Fellowships offer students the opportunity to attend 
overseas language training for 6-12 months in a wide variety of criti-
cal needs languages. Many fellows combine language training with 



research, study, or internships while overseas, though proposals for 
full language study are also accepted. 

Please note that unlike the Critical Languages Scholarship this is not 
an organized program but provides only funding. Applicants must 
propose location and design their own program. 

Boren Fellows commit to one year of service (in the form of paid 
employment) in the U.S. Federal Government after completion of 
their graduate program. Beginning language students are eligible 
to apply.

Middlebury Language Schools (Arabic and Hebrew plus other, non-
Middle Eastern Languages)
http://www.middlebury.edu/ls/ 
Middlebury language schools offer financial aid, in addition to some 
merit-based fellowship opportunities.

Center for Arabic Study Abroad (CASA) – Program is based in Am-
man, Jordan. Advanced level Arabic students may apply (3-4 years of 
prior study). 
http://www.utexas.edu/cola/centers/casa/

Georgetown Qatar Scholarship (Intermediate/Advanced Arabic, one 
academic year in Qatar)
http://ccas.georgetown.edu/fsg/scholarships/qatar/ 
Application Deadline: December 15, 2013

Institute of Turkish Studies. http://www.turkishstudies.org/grants/
grants_competition.shtml 
The ITS offers grants to graduate students for summer language 
study in Turkey. Applicants propose a program they wish to attend.

Website Resources
http://www.princeton.edu/~gjbell/SummerArabic 
This is a useful site put together and maintained by a professor in 
the Arabic program at Princeton listing many different summer pro-
grams for Arabic language study. Some programs offer financial aid 
and/or scholarships.

http://cmes.hmdc.harvard.edu/resources/summer-funding/FLAS 
This list includes summer programs in Arabic and Turkish. Maintained 
by Harvard, which has  FLAS grant funding, programs are identified 
as “FLAS-eligible.” 

Mason does not have FLAS funding, so Mason students can use this 
list to get an overview of available high quality summer programs. 
Some programs may offer their own financial aid or scholarship 
awards.



http://aatturkic.org/default.asp?parentID=123616 
The American Association of Teachers of Turkic Languages (AATT). 
This association maintains lists of both US and overseas programs 
in Turkish ( also Azeri, Kazakh, Kyrgyz, Tatar, Turkmen, Uyghur, and 
Uzbek).

http://www.blakemorefoundation.org/Language%20Grants/Lan-
guage.htm 
The Blakemore Foundation offers grants for the study of Indonesian.



Financial Aid Resources



Office of Student Financial Aid. http://financialaid.gmu.edu. 

This office provides information and guidance on obtaining federal 
loans and support for graduate study. The name of the financial aid 
counselor for graduate students is Elizabeth Bassett. You may make 
an appointment with her at ebassett@gmu.edu. 

Career Services – Hire Mason. http://careers.gmu.edu/hiremason. The 
Career Services office offers job placement assistance and job listings 
for on campus employment and work study opportunities.

Graduate Student Life.  http://gradlife.gmu.edu. Useful information 
is available on this website under “financial matters” regarding fi-
nancial aid, graduate assistantships, fellowships and on campus em-
ployment. A great resource for other matters concerning graduate 
student life as well.

Office of Graduate Fellowships. http://provost.gmu.edu/graduate-
fellowships. This office provides support to masters and doctoral stu-
dents for research, writing, fieldwork, language study, professional 
development and independent projects. Information sessions and 
workshops on how to find funding opportunities, help with writ-
ing strong applications, one-on-one coaching and feedback during 
the application process and general fellowship advising for graduate 
students. Contact Kay Agoston, Director of Graduate Fellowships at 
kagoston@gmu.edu or 703-993-3131.

Library Services. http://library.gmu.edu. The library holds databases 
with information about scholarships available for graduate students. 
Helen McManus, Public Policy & Political Science Librarian, can guide 
you through these databases. Helen can be reached at hmcmanus@
gmu.edu.

Dean’s Challenge Grant Scholarship. The College of Humanities & 
Social Sciences offers scholarships to master’s degree students who 
have excelled while making academically challenging choices. A 
small number of master’s fellowships of $2,000 are awarded each 
year. Students are nominated by MEIS faculty members. Award re-
cipients are notified in April.
 



Middle East and Islamic Studies



Core Faculty
Maria M. Dakake, Chair & Associate Professor, Religious Studies Dr. 
Dakake holds a BA from Cornell University and an MA and PhD in 
Near Eastern studies from Princeton University.  She teaches courses 
on Islam and other Near Eastern religious traditions, as well as cours-
es on women in religion. 

Her research interests lie in the fields of Islamic theology, Qur’an and 
hadith, and philosophy with a particular interest in Shi`ite and Sufi 
traditions and in women’s issues. Dr.Dakake has published articles 
and presented papers on early Shi`ism, Islamic philosophy, and Su-
fism. Her book, The Charismatic Community: Shi`ite Identity in Early 
Islam, was published by SUNY Press in 2007. She is currently working 
on the English translation of the Harper Collins Study Qur’an ready 
for publication, Spring 2014.

Bassam S. Haddad, Associate Professor, School of Policy, Government  
& International Affairs; Director, Middle East Studies Program Bassam 
Haddad is Director of the Middle East Studies Program and teaches 
in the Department of Public and International Affairs at George Ma-
son University, and is Visiting Professor at Georgetown University. He 
is the author of Business Networks in Syria: The Political Economy of 
Authoritarian Resilience (Stanford University Press, 2011). 

Bassam is currently editing a volume on Teaching the Middle East Af-
ter the Arab Uprisings, a book manuscript on pedagogical and theo-
retical approaches. His most recent book is a co-edited volume with 
the title Dawn of the Arab Uprisings: End of an Old Order? (Pluto 
Press, 2012). 

Bassam serves as Founding Editor of the Arab Studies Journal a peer-
reviewed research publication and is co-producer/director of the 
award-winning documentary film, About Baghdad, and director of 
a critically acclaimed film series on Arabs and Terrorism,based on ex-
tensive field research/interviews. 

More recently, he directed a film on Arab/Muslim immigrants in Eu-
rope, titled The “Other” Threat. Bassam also serves on the Editorial 
Committee of Middle East Report and is Co-Founder/Editor of Jadali-
yya Ezine. He is currently a Visiting Scholar at Stanford’s Program for 
Good Governance and Political Reform in the Arab World. Bassam is 
the Executive Director of the Arab Studies Institute, an umbrella for 
four organizations dealing with knowledge production on the Mid-
dle East and Founding Editor of Tadween Publishing.

Sumaiya A. Hamdani, Associate Professor, History and Art History
Dr. Hamdani received her B.A. from Georgetown University and M.A. 
and Ph.D. from Princeton University in the field of Islamic history.  
She has received awards and fellowships from the Fulbright Foun-
dation, Social Science Research Council, and the Institute of Ismaili 



Studies, as well as research grants from Princeton and George Mason 
Universities.  She has served as book review editor for HAWWA: the 
Journal of Women in Middle East and Islamic Studies, and as board 
member of the American Institute of Yemeni Studies, as well as on 
committees for the Middle East Studies Association, and the Associa-
tion of Muslim Social Scientists.  She founded and was director of the 
Islamic Studies program at George Mason from 2003-2008.

Dr. Hamdani’s book, Between Revolution and State: the Construction 
of Fatimid Legitimacy (I.B. Tauris 2006) examines the development of 
legal and historical literature by the Ismaili Shi’i Fatimid state.  Her 
research has also included articles and reviews in the fields of Shi’i 
thought, Islamic thought in general, Islamic history and women in 
Islam.  Her teaching interests include Islamic, Middle East, Central 
Asian, and world history, as well as Muslim women’s history.  Her cur-
rent research examines the construction of identity in Muslim minor-
ity communities in South Asia during the colonial and post-colonial 
periods.

Peter Mandaville, Professor, School of Policy, Government & Inter-
national Affairs; Co-Director, Ali Vural Ak Center for Global Islamic 
Studies.

Dr. Peter Mandaville is Co-Director of the Ali Vural Ak Center for Glob-
al Islamic Studies and  Professor of International Affairs at George 
Mason University. He is also a Nonresident Senior Fellow in Foreign 
Policy Studies at the Brookings Institution. In 2011-12, during the 
Arab Spring, he served as a member of the Secretary of State’s Policy 
Planning Staff at the U.S. Department of State. He was the Founding 
Director of GMU’s Center for Global Studies and his visiting affilia-
tions have included American University, the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies, and the Pew Research Center. 

Born and raised in the Middle East—the third generation of his fam-
ily to live in the region—his recent research has taken him to a wide 
range of Muslim settings such as Pakistan, Indonesia, Malaysia, and 
West Africa. He is most recently the author of Islam and Politics (Lon-
don: Routledge, 2007; 2nd edition 2014), a broad global overview of 
Islamic social and political movements. Other books include Transna-
tional Muslim Politics: Reimagining the Umma (London: Routledge, 
2001; paperback 2003)—a study of Muslim communities in the United 
Kingdom—and co-editor of several volumes of essays in the fields of 
international relations and Islamic Studies, including the forthcom-
ing volume Politics from Afar: Transnational Diasporas & Networks 
(Columbia University Press). 

He has testified before the U.S. Congress on political Islam and au-
thored numerous book chapters and journal articles, and contributed 
to publications such as Foreignpolicy.com, the International Herald 
Tribune and The Guardian. He has also consulted widely for gov-



ernment, media and NGOs on contemporary Muslim world affairs. 
Supported by the Carnegie Corporation of New York, John D. and 
Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation and the Pew Research Center, 
much of his recent work has focused on the comparative study of re-
ligious authority and social movements in the Muslim world, with an 
emphasis on youth groups, transnational networks, and new media.
Eric Max McGlinchey Associate Professor, School of Policy, Govern-
ment & International Affairs.

Eric McGlinchey is an Associate Professor of Politics and Government 
at George Mason University. He is the author of Chaos, Violence, 
Dynasty: Politics and Islam in Central Asia (University of Pittsburgh 
Press, 2011). McGlinchey’s areas of research include comparative pol-
itics, Central Asian regime change, political Islam, and the effects of 
Information Communication Technology (ICT) on state and society. 
His most recent article, “Central Asia Grows Wobbly,” appears in the 
October 2012 issue of Current History. McGlinchey received his Ph.D. 
from Princeton University in 2003. During the spring 2013 semester 
Professor McGlinchey taught Government 500, Research Design and 
starting a new project on Islam, Secularism, and State Sovereignty in 
Eurasia. 

Abdulaziz Sachedina, Professor, Religious Studies, IIIT Chair of Islam-
ic Studies.

Abdulaziz Sachedina has had a distinguished career in the field of Is-
lamic Studies and now joins the MEIS core faculty as the endowed IIIT 
Chair of Islamic Studies. He received his Ph.D from the University of 
Toronto, Toronto, Canada in Islamic and ME Studies. Prior to joining 
George Mason he was named the Frances Meyers Ball Professor of 
Religious Studies at the University of Virginia. He has written numer-
ous books and articles on the topics of Islamic messianism, Shi’ism, 
human rights and Islam and Islamic biomedical ethics. He is currently 
working on two projects: a book examining the ethical presuppo-
sitions of Islamic religious law, Reason in Islamic Jurisprudence: A 
Comparative Study of Legal Methodology in Islamic Schools of Legal 
Thought and a textbook on Islamic moral philosophy and applied 
ethics entitled Islamic Ethics.

Huseyin Yilmaz, Assistant Professor, History and Art History; Co-Di-
rector, Ali Vural Ak Center for Global Islamic Studies.

Huseyin Yilmaz specializes in cultural and intellectual history of the 
Ottoman Empire. He received his PhD in 2005 from Harvard Univer-
sity in History and Middle Eastern Studies. He formerly taught at the 
University of South Florida and Stanford University. His previous fel-
lowships include American Research Institute in Turkey and Interna-
tionales Forschungszentrum Kulturwissenschaften, Vienna. He pub-
lished articles and book chapters on such topics as constitutionalism, 
imperial ideology, historiography, and cultural geography. He is cur-



rently working on a book project examining imageries of the cali-
phate in sixteenth century Ottoman Empire.
 
Affiliated Faculty
Amal Amireh, Associate Professor, English.
Dr. Amireh received a BA in English literature from Birzeit University 
in the West Bank and an MA and a PhD in English and American 
literature from Boston University. Before joining George Mason Uni-
versity, Amireh taught at An-Najah National University and Birzeit 
University (both in West Bank/Palestine).

She is author of The Factory Girl and the Seamstress: Imagining 
Gender and Class in Nineteenth-Century American Fiction (Garland, 
2000), and is co-editor, with Lisa Suhair Majaj of Going Global: The 
Transnational Reception of Third World Women Writers (Garland, 
2000) and Etel Adnan: Critical Essays on the Arab-American Writer 
and Artist (McFarland, 2002). Her writings on Arab women and Ara-
bic literature have appeared in Signs: Journal of Women in Culture 
and Society, Against the Current, The Women’s Review of Books, 
World Literature Today, and Edebiyat: The Journal of Middle Eastern 
Literatures.

Shaul Bakhash, Robinson Professor, History and Art History.
Dr. Bakhash specializes in the history of the modern Middle East with 
a special interest in the history of Iran. He received his B. A. and 
M. A. from Harvard University and his D. Phil from Oxford Univer-
sity. He worked for many years as a journalist in Iran, writing for 
Tehran-based Kayhan Newspapers as well as for the London Times, 
the Financial Times, and the Economist. He has been a Guggenheim 
Fellow and held fellowships at the Institute of Advanced Study at 
Princeton and other research centers.

He is the author of Iran: Monarchy, Bureaucracy and Reform Under 
the Qajars, 1858-1896; The Politics of Oil and Revolution in Iran; and 
Reign of the Ayatollahs: Iran and the Islamic Revolution.   His articles 
have appeared in numerous scholarly journals and books, as well as 
in the New York Review of Books, Foreign Policy, The New Republic, 
the New York Times, the Washington Post, the Los Angeles Times 
and other newspapers.

Lawrence E. Butler, Associate Professor, History and Art History
Dr. Butler received his BA and MA from Oberlin College and his PhD 
from the University of Pennsylvania.  Trained as a medievalist with 
emphasis on Byzantine and Islamic architecture, Butler’s teaching 
and scholarly interests range across medieval Eurasia, from Iceland 
through China. He is particularly interested in Istanbul, Turkey, and 
the Silk Road connections between the medieval Mediterranean 
world and East Asia. He served as the Coordinator of the Art History 
program from 2002 to 2005. Currently, he is the Coordinator for the 
Ancient Mediterranean Art and Archaeology interdisciplinary minor.



Dr. Butler has published articles and presented papers on the Hagia 
Sophia in Istanbul and on the material culture of the trade routes 
of Asia.  His published studies of Islamic art include “Mosques and 
Muslim Identity along China’s Trade Routes” and “Putting the Silk 
into Silk Route Studies,”both in East - West Connections: Review of 
Asian Studies.

Dr. Butler has taught at Hiram College and has also held research po-
sitions at a number of museums and was a Fulbright Research Fellow 
in Turkey in 1982-3. He is also an active participant in the Semester at 
Sea program, whose worldwide itineraries provide rigorous course-
work coupled with field assignments while sailing to 8-12 interna-
tional destinations.  He was the visiting lecturer in Art History on the 
Fall 1999, Summer 2004, and Fall 2009 voyages.  On the Summer 2011 
voyage, he will be the Global Studies lecturer.

In 2004, Dr. Butler was awarded George Mason University’s Teaching 
Excellence Award and in 2005 he was elected to Phi Beta Delta, the 
honorary society for international education.

Ahsan Butt, Assistant Professor, School of Policy, Government & In-
ternational Affairs.
Ahsan Butt is an Assistant Professor of Government and Politics in 
the Department of Public and International Affairs at George Mason 
University. He received a PhD in Political Science from the University 
of Chicago in 2012 and a BA from Ohio Wesleyan University in 2006.  
Specializing in international relations, his research and teaching gen-
erally focus on ethnicity and nationalism, security, international rela-
tions theory, and South Asia. 

He has several research projects in progress, including a book pro-
ject, based on his dissertation, which explains the variation in state 
violence against secessionists by pointing to the external security im-
plications of secessionist movements. He is also currently working on 
a pair of research articles. 

The first is on the relationship between conventional military pos-
tures and nuclear acquisition in South Asia. The second investigates 
the deleterious effects of the spread of nationalism from the 19th 
century onwards on postcolonial states’ internal and external secu-
rity. He also has a forthcoming article in International Organization 
on anarchy and hierarchy in IR theory. His research has received gen-
erous support from the Belfer Center for Science and International 
Affairs at the Harvard Kennedy School, the United States Institute of 
Peace, and the Mellon Foundation.

Robert D. DeCaroli, Associate Professor, History and Art History.
Robert DeCaroli received his Ph.D. in the field South and Southeast 
Asian art history from UCLA. He is a specialist in the early history 
of Buddhism and has conducted fieldwork in India, Sri Lanka, and 



Southeast Asia. 

He is the author of Haunting the Buddha: Indian Popular Religions 
and the Formation of Buddhism (Oxford UP 2004) as well as of sever-
al journal articles and book chapters. The majority of this work deals 
with early (3rd c. BCE - 5th c. CE) aspects of South Asian material 
culture and its interaction with forms of regional religious practice.

His more recent research interests include the origin of the Buddha 
image and the social, political, and religious factors that led to its 
codification and spread. He has been the recipient of the George 
Mason University Teaching Excellence Award and has received re-
search grants from the Asian Cultural Council and the Getty Research 
Institute. Since 2005 he has served as Director of the Art History Pro-
gram.

Cortney Hughes Rinker, Assistant Professor, Sociology and Anthro-
pology.
Cortney Hughes Rinker earned her Ph.D. in Anthropology from the 
University of California Irvine with emphases in Feminist Studies 
and Medicine, Science, and Technology Studies. Her teaching and 
research interests are in medical anthropology, Islam, development, 
gender, public policy, Middle East studies, and applied anthropol-
ogy. She conducted long-term research (2005-2009) on reproductive 
healthcare among working-class women in Rabat, Morocco. She fo-
cused on the ways the country’s new development policies impact 
how childbearing and childrearing practices are promoted to wom-
en and how women incorporate these practices into their ideas of 
citizenship. 

AnthroWorks, a popular academic blog, selected her dissertation on 
this subject as one of the Top 40 North American Dissertations in 
Cultural Anthropology for 2010. 

Before joining George Mason, Cortney was a postdoctoral fellow at 
the Arlington Innovation Center for Health Research at Virginia Tech 
where she worked in conjunction with a healthcare organization 
in southwest Virginia developing projects to improve the quality of 
care in a rural Appalachian town. She has returned to her interests 
in Islam and the Middle East and has developed two new projects: a 
multi-sited study that examines the role of Islam in end-of-life care 
and a second on the use of donor gametes and surrogates among 
Muslims living in the United States and abroad. 

Cortney’s book on her work on reproductive healthcare in Morocco 
is under contract at Routledge Press. She has published articles in 
peer-reviewed anthropology and Middle East studies journals in ad-
dition to medical journals and has been a guest on NPR to discuss 
end-of-life care.



John N Paden, Robinson Professor, International Affairs.
Dr. Paden received his BA in philosophy from Occidental College, his 
MA in philosophy, politics and economics from Oxford University as 
a Rhodes Scholar, and his PhD in politics from Harvard University. He 
has served as Director of African Studies at Northwestern University, 
Professor of Public Administration at Ahmadu Bello University (Zaria, 
Nigeria), and Dean, Faculty of Social and Management Sciences, at 
Bayero University (Kano, Nigeria).
 
MEIS ACADEMIC CALENDAR 2014- 2015 
(see the Registrar’s website for further dates and information)

Fall Semester 2014
August 25– First day of classes
August 26 – MEIS Fall Orientation & Reception
September 1 – Labor Day Holiday (no classes)
September 2 – Last day to add classes, students meet with advisor for 
initial advising appointment
October 13 – Columbus Day recess
October – Students meet with faculty to discuss/sign plan of study 
sheets
November 1 – Plan of Study sheets due to MEIS program office
November 26-30 – Thanksgiving Recess
December 6 – Last day of classes
December – MEIS Holiday Reception
December 18 - Commencement

Spring Semester 2015
January 19 – Martin Luther King Holiday (no classes)
January 20 –First day of classes
January 27 – Last day to add classes
March 9 -15 – Spring Recess
May 1 - Dissertation/Thesis deadline 
May 4 – Last Day of Classes
May 16 – Commencement
May - Graduation luncheon for all MEIS graduating students


