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September 3, 4:00pm 
Johnson Center Room E 
Welcome Reception 

September 5, 5:30pm 
Mason Pond Lawn 
GRAD-Stravaganza 

September 9, 4:00pm 
Johnson Center Room G 
BA Information Session 

September 22, 4:00pm 
Johnson Center, Room B 
Global Politics Fellows  
Info Session 

September 22, 6:00pm 
GLOA 710 South Africa  
Info Session 

September 29, 7:30pm 
MA Career Workshop 

Mid-October 
Multiple days and times 
BA Open Advising Sessions 
 

For event details, visit 
globalaffairs.gmu.edu 

Upcoming Events 

We are very excited to have our returning students back with us and 
thrilled to welcome more than 160 new Global Affairs undergraduates, 
both first year students as well as transfer students, and 24 graduate 
students into the program.  
 
Almost 30% of our incoming undergraduate class comes from outside the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, and on the graduate side we’ve seen a 
significant increase in applications to the accelerated program, 
enrollment of out of state students and students pursuing the degree full-
time. What's more, we are also pleased to welcome three new faculty 
members to Global Affairs: 
 
Byunghwan Son is an assistant professor in Global Affairs and joins us 
from the College of Wooster in Ohio. This fall, Dr. Son is teaching GLOA 
101, Intro to Global Affairs, as well as GLOA 610, Economic Globalization 
and Development.  
 
Niklas Hultin is the new assistant director for Global Affairs and joins us 
from University of Cambridge and the University of Virginia. This 
semester, Dr. Hultin is teaching GLOA 101 and GLOA 600, Global 
Competencies. 
 
Jennifer Ashley joins the program as assistant professor from Tulane 
University. Dr. Ashley is teaching GLOA 101 this fall. 
 
We have a very exciting year planned. We hope to see you at our 
upcoming events (listed to the right). 
 

 
Make this the year 

that you GET 
INVOLVED!  

Welcome! 
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GLOA Faculty, "What did you do this summer?" 

Professor JP Singh 

The summer of 2014 was a huge learning experience for me! I am in the midst of two big research projects that 
are challenging me to research in new ways and directions – and taking me to fascinating places.  Both book 
projects are about a phenomenon that the anthropologist James Scott once termed “weapons of the weak.” 
 
The first project is titled Sweet Talk: Paternalism and Collective 
Action in Global North-South Trade Negotiations (Stanford 
University Press, forthcoming). The project builds on my long-
standing commitment to exploring the paternalism and racism 
that informs the North’s negotiation strategies toward the Global 
South. This summer, I have been building a quantitative data set 
that enables an analysis of paternalism and, like the summer of 
2013, I returned this year to the Inter-University Consortium for 
Political and Social Research (ICPSR) at the University of 
Michigan for further training in quantitative research methods. 
May 2014 GLOA graduate Daphney Jean assisted me in collecting 
several research materials for one of my data sets including 
those from a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to the 
U.S. Trade Representative last year. 
 
The second project is titled Development 2.0: How Technologies Can Promote Inclusivity in the Developing 
World (Oxford University Press, forthcoming). I use a mixed methods approach – entailing field research and 

quantitative methods -- for this project. I spent the early part 
of this summer conducting an ethnography of Lokmitra 
Kendras or cybercafés in the towns and villages of Himachal 
Pradesh, a remote part of north India. I know this area well – I 
grew up there!  Lokmitra Kendras provide e-government 
services such as access to land records or payment of utility 
bills but with private operators (sanchalak in Hindi) at the 
local levels. I’m fascinated by the conduct of an overbearing 
government, versus the agency and entrepreneurship of the 
sanchalaks. One of them has expanded his business to supply 
agricultural tools and fertilizers to neighboring villages. 
Another sanchalak befriended so many people who came to 
pay utility bills, and complained about the government, that 

he decided to join politics and was elected head of the local Panchayat (village assembly). My next stop is to 
compare my India findings with research in either Kenya or South Africa. GLOA graduate student Anaïs Assale 
assisted with this research in Spring 2014. 

Program director Lisa Breglia spends time 
each summer in Yucatán, Mexico, where she 
has been conducting research since the late 
1990s on how local communities struggle to 

make their livelihoods from natural and 
cultural resources under pressures of  

over-exploitation and privatization.  
 

"Selling tacos is not as easy as it looks! I 
think I'll stick with my job at GLOA!" 
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BYUNGHWAN SON 

Byunghwan Son is a 
new assistant 
professor with Global 
Affairs. Professor Son 
studies how 
international 
economy affects 
national politics and 
vice versa. He 

received his PhD in Political Science from 
University of Missouri-Columbia (2013) and, 
in the last academic year, taught subjects 
on international relations and East Asian 
politics at the College of Wooster (Ohio).  

Professor Son’s recent research topics 
include international reserves, currency 
crises, democratization, exchange rate 
regimes, democratic support in Korea, and 
quantitative methodology. His latest work 
appears in the Journal of Politics. Prior to 
the College of Wooster (Ohio), Dr. Son 
taught at the Korean Air Force Academy 
(South Korea). 

NIKLAS HULTIN 

Niklas Hultin 
joins us from 
University of 
Cambridge and 
the University 
of Virginia, 
where he held 
concurrent 
research 
appointments. Dr. Hultin is an 
anthropologist by training but he also has 
an advanced degree in law (his PhD is from 
the University of Pennsylvania and his LLM 
from Queen’s University Belfast).  

Dr. Hultin has carried out extensive 
research in West Africa, mostly the Gambia 
but also in Senegal and Nigeria. The last 
two years, he has directed a research 
project on small arms control, crime 
prevention, and perceptions of public 
safety in the Gambia. Working with a group 
of Gambian researchers and assistants, he 
conducted the first ever survey of crime 
perceptions in the country and conducted 
extensive interviews with lawyers, hunters, 
police officers, traditional healers, and 
urban youths colloquially known as 

Global Affairs Welcomes New Faculty! 
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“bumsters.” Dr. Hultin has also carried out 
a long-term ethnographic study of the 
African Commission on Human and Peoples’ 
Rights (a pan-African human rights 
tribunal). This research has appeared in 
journals such as Social Analysis, PoLAR: 
Political and Legal Anthropology Review, 
African Security, and Anthropology Today. 

Dr. Hultin has also previously taught at 
Swarthmore College and American 
University’s School of International Service. 
He is especially interested in the 
interdisciplinary teaching of human rights 
and international development related 
themes but has also taught global 
technology, urbanization, and other topics. 

JENNIFER ASHLEY 

Jennifer Ashley comes 
to Mason from Tulane 
University where she 
taught courses in 
Communication, 
Sociology, and Latin 
American Studies. She 
received her Ph.D. 
from the Department 

of Anthropology at Brown University in 
2011.  

Professor Ashley’s research focuses on the 
relation between media and social 
movements in Latin America. She is 
currently working on her book manuscript, 
Programming Transitions: Television, 
Protest, and Place-Making in Chile, which 
draws on long-term ethnographic fieldwork 
in the community television station of a 
highly politicized low-income neighborhood 
of Santiago, Chile, as well as the country’s 
national public television station. The 
manuscript examines how television, 
historically and presently, mediates the 
relation between individual life projects 
and the promise of democracy. She is also 
working on a new project related to Chile’s 
ongoing student movement. 

Professor Ashley also has extensive 
experience in international education. She 
has directed programs in Santiago and 
Valparaiso, Chile, as well as coordinated 
faculty trips to Argentina. This past June, 
she also accompanied a student group to 
Cuba.  

N
ew

 Faculty Focus 
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DANIEL VELASQUEZ 
BA, 2013 

Global Affairs graduate Daniel Velasquez is making his dream of bringing high quality specialty 
coffee direct from his parents’ home country of Colombia to the US a reality. The grandson of a 
coffee worker from the small town of Risaralda in Colombia’s famous coffee zone, Daniel was 
born in Miami and grew up in Northern Virginia. He attended Northern Virginia Community 
College before transferring to Mason. Excelling in the Global Affairs program, he concentrated 
in International Development, added a business minor, and spent a semester in Curitiba, Brazil 
interning for CIFAL. 

Daniel has turned his classroom 
knowledge into an innovative business 
plan. He launched his business 
“Campesino Specialty Coffee” a year 
ago.  The business model Daniel has 
developed is based on importing 
“micro-lots” of farm-direct, high 
quality coffee from Colombia to the US. 
Daniel’s personal, direct connection to 
farms and coffee growers is key to the 
fair trade model he is building.  

Daniel makes regular trips to 
Colombia’s coffee zone, where the 
relationships he is cultivating run much 
deeper than strictly business. Daniel‘s fair trade model is geared toward contributing toward 
building stronger communities for the coffee workers and their families. Campesino Specialty 
Coffee is currently focusing on strengthening community education by “adopting” an 
elementary school in Salento. A portion of the company’s revenue goes toward supporting the 
school through not only providing school supplies such as notebooks, pens, pencils, crayons, 
book bags, glue, scissors, and flash cards but other necessities for students, such as clothing 
and toiletries. 

You can enjoy a cup of coffee brewed from beans from El Ocaso farm at area coffee shops such 
as Swing’s Coffee (501 E Monroe Ave, Alexandria) or order “Campesino Specialty Coffee” 
direct, http://www.campesinospecialtycoffee.com. 

BRIAN HANSEN 
MA, 2013 

We caught up with MA alum Brian Hansen over the summer and 
got a chance to talk to him about his experiences in the program 
and his current adventures. 
 
What have you been doing since graduating from the MA 
program?   
Immediately upon graduation I was thrust into the fast-paced 
world of defense intelligence when I was assigned as a Senior 
East Asia Political Military Analyst with the Defense Intelligence 
Agency. I focus primarily on strategic analysis of Chinese Military 
Leadership and military capabilities. My work has kept me 
extremely busy, while enhancing my Mandarin language ability 
and preparing me for future assignments within the U.S. Army 
China Foreign Area Officer field. 

 
Is there a course, text, or assignment in particular that you've drawn upon in your alumni life?  
I would say almost every course I was able to take while attending George Mason University 
within the Global Affairs Masters program has helped me. In particular, being able to broaden 

Global Affairs Alumni Achieve Success 
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my perspectives on how globalization affects me within my career and personal life was 
extremely helpful. I really appreciated the way the Global Affairs program is directed and 
structured to facilitate maximum discussion and participation of all the students with the 
instructors. Finally, I would say that spending so much time researching different topics as part 
of the Global Affairs program really helped me become a better writer in preparation for my 
current assignment. 
 
What for you is the major highlight of your time in the program?  
The highlight of the program for me was that as an Active Duty Army officer I was able to 
interact with civilian contemporaries who shared their personal experiences and thoughts 
helping me to better understand global perspectives from a distinct lens other than the Army. I 
really enjoyed the small group feel of a program as grand as Global Affairs and am eternally 
grateful for the friendships developed during my participation in the program. 
 
What would be your advice to new alumni? 
Networking is vital whether you have an already determined career path or are just beginning 
to search. My mantra has been "it is about who you know mixed with what you know" which 
helps one achieve success in life. I am always willing to assist fellow GMU Global Affairs 
colleagues in whatever tasks they might have or seek. 

TRAM PHUNG 
MA, 2015 

What made you choose the Global Affairs MA program? 
The Global Affairs MA program offered me an opportunity to 
intensively study my field of interest while being located only a 
few minutes from the nation's capital – the epicenter of 
intelligence and defense-related activities. This program allowed 
me to become well versed in interdisciplinary subjects to expand 
my outlook and perspective, while allowing me the freedom to 
choose from a number of thrilling, yet impactful, career paths. 
  
Please describe a highlight of your time in the program so far. 
The biggest highlight in this program for me so far was traveling abroad to Havana, Cuba last 
winter with a number of other graduate students who were seeking to better understand the 
economic and social challenges of a country perceived to be relatively isolated from the rest of 
the world. My two-week experience there was truly eye opening. From visiting farms that 
engaged in urban agriculture, to meeting with representatives from Cuba's Chamber of 
Commerce, it was all part of a great once-in-a-lifetime sort of experience that was both 
intellectually stimulating and memorable. Experiencing Cuba first-hand not only alleviated 
some prior misconceptions I had about the country, but it also allowed me to gain a better 
sense of appreciation for the things that we are fortunate enough to have back home. 
  
What are your career plans? 
Since my time as an undergraduate student at Mason, my career aspirations have always 
revolved around working for the U.S. intelligence community and the military to deliver time-
sensitive research and critical analysis to enhance the capabilities and situational awareness of 
the in-theater warfighter. This past year I was an Intelligence Research Intern for the Virginia 
Tech Applied Research Corporation (VT-ARC) for a few months before being hired as a full-time 
Research Analyst for the same company. Truly, while challenging at times, it has been an 
amazing experience because this position has given me numerous opportunities to engage 
closely with all branches of the military to provide actionable intelligence to those fighting to 
protect our rights and freedoms overseas.  
  
What advice would you have for incoming MA students? 
My advice to incoming graduate students is that even if you have a busy schedule with grad 
school and a part-time/full-time job; always try to make time to stay active and fit for your 
body and your mind! Like exercise, grad school is all about endurance; but beyond that, you 
have to make an effort to thrive in a challenging and dynamic environment.  

Alumni Profile, continued… 
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The leadership of the Mason Association for Global Affairs (MAGA) has 
already begun recruiting new members for another exciting year of 
events that increase the visibility of the Global Affairs Program and 
address the interests of all students at Mason interested in global 
affairs.  
 
Among the plans for the upcoming semesters are guest lectures, film 
screenings, panel discussions, networking fairs, and various 
grassroots opportunities.  
 
The leadership for 2014-2015: 
 
S. Cristal Ouedraogo, President 
Bisma Fazeen, Vice President 
Julia Vidalve, Secretary 
Naila Rafique, Treasurer 
 
To get involved with MAGA, email magagmu@gmail.com and visit 
https://www.facebook.com/MAGAGMU.  
 
 

Students Get Involved with MAGA 

Give back to GLOA! 
 
 

http://giving.gmu.edu/  
 
 

Select “Make a Gift” and 
identify the  

Global Affairs Program  
for your donation. 

 
Thank you for  
your support! 

Jennifer Ashley, Assistant Professor – jashley4@gmu.edu 

Lisa Breglia, Director - lbreglia@gmu.edu 

Sharon Flutsch, Program Coordinator – sflutsc2@gmu.edu 

Niklas Hultin, Assistant Director – ihultin@gmu.edu 

Jason King, Academic Advisor – jkingj@gmu.edu 

Kristin Leonato, Global Politics Fellows Coordinator - kleonato@gmu.edu 

Erin McSherry, Graduate Coordinator – emcsherr@gmu.edu 

JP Singh, Professor – jsingh19@gmu.edu 

Byunghwan Son, Assistant Professor – bson3@gmu.edu 

 

Contact Global Affairs 

Mailing Address 
Aquia Building Room 348 
George Mason University 
4400 University Drive, MS 6B4 
Fairfax, VA 22030-4422 

 
Phone: 703-993-9185 
Fax: 703-993-1244 
gloa@gmu.edu (BA program) 
globalma@gmu.edu (MA program) 

http://globalaffairs.gmu.edu  


