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 eNews 

March 21, 2014 

Congress was out this week on the first of two Spring Breaks (Congress is planning a two week break 

next month…), but returns this week for what could be a critical period for state and local leaders on both 

the tax and funding fronts. Both the House and Senate Appropriations Committees expect to gear up on 

setting levels for next year’s annual appropriations bills, while Senate Finance Committee chairman Ron 

Wyden (D-Or.) is seeking to schedule a vote early next month on legislation to renew expired federal tax 

breaks, including the deductibility of state and local taxes. Chairman Wyden has indicated that passing an 

extenders package would be one of his first priorities in this role, making such a markup a “bridge” to 

comprehensive federal tax reform. That could mean a change in the expired deductibility provision, as 

Chairman Wyden has previously stated that the federal tax code is unfair to people that live in the states 

that do not have income taxes. The provisions that expired last year include provisions for individuals, 

businesses, the charitable sector, energy, community assistance, and disaster relief. Among the individual 

provisions scheduled to expire are deductions for teachers’ out-of-pocket expenses, state and local sales 

taxes, qualified tuition and related expenses, and mortgage insurance premiums. On the business side, 

under current law, the R&D tax credit, the WOTC, the active financing exceptions under Subpart F, and 

increased expensing and bonus depreciation allowances will not be available for taxpayers after 2013. 

Charitable provisions scheduled to expire include the enhanced deduction for contributions of food 

inventory and provisions allowing for tax-free distributions from retirement accounts for charitable 

purposes. The renewable energy production tax credit (PTC) is set to expire at the end of 2013, along with 

a number of other incentives for energy efficiency and renewable and alternative fuels. The new markets 

tax credit, a community assistance program, is also scheduled to expire at the end of 2013. In addition, 

Congress has to address the so-called “Doc fix,” the adjustment of the formula Medicare uses to pay 

physicians. With elections looming in November, Congress is certain to extend both; the more difficult 

question will be what to do about the projected $65 billion cost: would Congress make offsetting cuts or 

increase other taxes or fees to pay—or wink?   

Ending Freddie & Fannie? What Might it mean to State and Local governments? Senate 

lawmakers have released their first draft of a bipartisan bill spelling out their proposal to 

eliminate Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, the quasi-federal housing finance agencies that are 

exempt from paying state and local taxes. The draft legislation would replace the mortgage-

finance giants with a new system in which the government would continue to play a 

potentially significant role insuring U.S. home loans. The legislation was introduced by Senate Banking 

Committee Chairman Tim Johnson (D., S.D.) and Sen. Mike Crapo (R., Idaho): it proposes a radically 

changed system through which private-sector entities, together with a privately held, but federally 

regulated utility, would replace Fannie and Freddie—which do not make mortgage loans, but rather 

purchase them from lenders, package them into securities, and sell those bonds to investors (the interest 

on which bonds is similarly exempt from state and local income taxes). The two giants guarantee to make 
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investors whole if loans default, so that since their inception, they have played a fundamental role in the 

development of broad and deep markets for mortgage bonds, which, in turn, were key to today’s widely 

available the 30-year, fixed-rate mortgage to U.S. borrowers—and thus play an integral role in the single 

most important source of financing of local governments and public school districts—the property tax. 

The twin companies were taken over by the federal government in the wake of the Great Recession, as 

they neared collapse. The Senate bill would repurpose the firms’ existing regulator as a new “Federal 

Mortgage Insurance Corp (FMIC).” The proposal would authorize the agency to approve new firms to 

pool loans into securities; such firms would then be authorized to purchase federal insurance to guarantee 

payments to investors in those bonds. The FMIC would insure mortgage bonds, similar to the way the 

Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. provides bank-deposit insurance. The proposal would include a 

provision to enable the issuance of FMIC bonds comprised of mortgages on apartment buildings, which 

would also be issued by private-sector guarantors of mortgages. It is unclear whether the bill would prove 

for a preemption of the authority of state and local governments to tax the interest on such bonds. It 

proposes repeal of the mandates for Fannie and Freddie to target a certain portion of the mortgage 

purchases to meet certain affordable housing goals, instead providing for an affordable-housing trust 

fund. 

Transportation Safety. The George Mason Department of Public and 

International Affairs (PIA) invites all to our seventh annual Harold Gortner 

Distinguished Speaker Series on Monday, March 31st at 4:30 p.m. in the Meese 

Conference Room in Mason Hall on Mason’s Fairfax Campus. This year, in 

honoring a leader active in field of acute interest to state and local leaders, 

National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) Chairman Deborah Hersman will 

be the speaker. Chairman Hersman is recognized as one of the nation’s most visionary and passionate 

safety leaders who advocates for safety across all modes of transportation. Among her many initiatives, 

Chairman Hersman has focused attention and actions on distracted driving, child passenger safety, and 

helping accident victims and their families. She emphasizes the NTSB’s role as “the conscience and the 

compass of the transportation industry.” Chairman Hersman has been the Board Member on-scene for 

more than 20 major transportation accidents, chaired scores of NTSB hearings, forums and events, and 

regularly testifies before Congress. Her leadership has created a more transparent and accountable 

organization by significantly increasing the quantity and quality of NTSB information available on the 

agency's website, holding more public meetings to highlight safety issues, and embracing social media to 

communicate with stakeholders and citizens. Ms. Hersman holds an M.S. from George Mason’s School 

of Conflict Analysis and Resolution. At the March 31st lecture, she will offer her thoughts on: “Why We 

Protect Against Unlikely Risks.” A reception will follow the presentation.  All are welcome.  

State & Local Finance 

State Innovation. Rhode Island General Treasurer Gina Raimondo has proposed a municipal 

infrastructure bank to help cities and towns obtain funding for infrastructure upgrades, in effect offering a 

one-stop shop program to expand and manage the municipal road and bridge revolving fund and establish 

a formula to fund ongoing maintenance. She proposes a green bank to enable communities and 

homeowners to retrofit buildings, create a school building authority to stimulate construction and capital 

improvements, noting that, currently, “Much of the burden of maintaining roads and bridges falls on our 

municipalities, whose property taxes are already too high, and budgets too tight.” Treasurer Raimondo 

reports that the proposed green bank would be capitalized using money now allocated to the Rhode Island 

Commerce Corp.’s renewable energy fund, with the funding formula likely adding as much as $10―$20 

million per year to aid municipalities. In addition, the revolving fund would need about $40 million over 

20 years to finance more than $400 million in roads and bridges. (Last year, the American Society of 

Civil Engineers said 70% of Rhode Island’s roads were of poor or mediocre quality, 156 of 757 bridges, 
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or 21%, were structurally deficient, and 255, or 34%, were functionally obsolete. That, moreover, was 

before the polar vortex! 

City Innovation. Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed has appointed a 16-member panel to search for wasteful 

spending and identify cost-saving efficiencies in city government, advising that the commission’s work 

will be “instrumental” in proceeding with a bond referendum aimed at addressing the city’s $900 million 

infrastructure backlog without the need for a tax increase. The panel is chaired by City Councilman 

Howard Shook and Delta Air Lines Chief Executive Officer Richard Anderson. Members of the 

Commission on Waste & Efficiency in Government include city council members, union officials, and 

business representatives who will identify potential cost savings in city government. In addition, the 

Mayor said a referendum asking voters to approve $150 million to $250 million of bonds will be placed 

on a ballot, possibly next year, to finance projects such as street improvements, bridge repairs, and traffic 

light synchronization. The group will meet four times and recommend potential cost-saving measures by 

the June 16 meeting at which the City Council will vote on the fiscal 2015 budget. Reed first mentioned 

the idea of issuing bonds for infrastructure needs in early 2013, suggesting at the time that the city could 

support about $300 million of debt. However, the idea of appointing a panel to search for ways to cut 

expenses in order to avoid a tax increase to secure the new debt did not surface until earlier this year. 

Consolidating State & Local Service Delivery. Metro Detroit is continuing the essential progress 

toward merging or consolidating services to save taxpayers money and improve quality. The latest 

example comes from a cluster of Macomb County communities exploring whether to merge fire 

departments. Sterling Heights, Mount Clemens and the townships of Clinton and Harrison are asking the 

Macomb County Board of Commissioners to OK a $200,000 study of the merger. Approval is expected at 

Thursday’s board meeting. According to Sterling Heights Fire Chief Chris Martin, part of the impetus for 

the study is to end the string of tax hikes the communities have asked voters for to avoid having to lay off 

policemen or firefighters: “Economic times are making communities struggle….So it brings up the 

question: Are there better ways to keep services up and expenses down?” Funding for the study includes 

$50,000 from the state Competitive Grant Assistance Program, set up by Gov. Rick Snyder to serve as a 

catalyst for encouraging shared services. The movement comes as the concept of consolidations and 

mergers is currying more interest in the state. Westland Mayor William R. Wild says the sharing of police 

and fire dispatching services among his city, Wayne, Inkster, and Garden City “has been incredibly 

smooth” since it began last year. The three-year agreement automatically renews until one of the 

participating cities decides to opt out. Wild said the four municipalities are on track to save a total of 

$400,000 a year in operating expenses. Meanwhile, in Oakland County, Waterford Township is providing 

fire protection to Pontiac. “The transition has been seamless, and I believe that many people in Pontiac 

wouldn’t know it has happened except for the name on the side of the fire trucks,” says former Mayor 

Leon Jukowski, who helped shepherd the change. While the merger still has its critics in Pontiac, the 

reality is the community is saving money and the quality of service has improved. A 2013 study found 

that response time has decreased since Waterford took over. 

Assessing Property Values. Purchases of previously owned homes in the U.S. declined 

last month to the lowest level since July 2012, a sign the industry may be slow to recover; 

contract closings on existing properties fell 0.4% to a 4.6 million annual rate, matching the 

median projection in a Bloomberg survey, figures from the National Association of 

Realtors showed yesterday, albeit prices rose 9.1% from a year earlier. The slowdown in 

sales since the middle of last year reflects a pickup in borrowing costs, declining affordability and, more 

recently, bad weather. Faster job growth that generates bigger income gains are needed to spur demand 

and allow housing to contribute more to the economy.  

 

http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/ETSLTOTL:IND
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Municipal Fiscal Conditions: An editorial in the Baltimore Sun this week points to a 

brighter economic and fiscal outlook for Baltimore, one of the six cities we reported on in 

our Sustainable Cities Project last year, stating that “Tough decisions made during the last 

few years put the city in a position to cut taxes and maintain government services:”  

When Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake prepared her first city budget in 2010, she had to find a way to 

resolve a projected $190 deficit. In 2011, she faced another shortfall, this time $65 million. In 2012, the 

projected deficit was $48 million. Last year, it was $30 million. But now, for the first time since she took 

office, Mayor Rawlings-Blake is proposing a spending plan that includes no cuts to city services. Instead, 

it offers city workers a 2 percent raise — a far cry from the furloughs they experienced not long ago — 

and includes modest investments in a handful of priorities while continuing a long-term plan to cut 

property tax rates for homeowners. Considering the state's lackluster recovery from the recession and the 

economic headwinds caused by federal budget cuts, that's worth noting. 

It's also worth noting that it didn’t happen by accident. The mayor has gotten criticism during the last few 

years for what many considered her overly dire warnings about the need to make fundamental changes to 

the city's budget in order to preserve Baltimore's long-term fiscal health. She was derided as a doomsayer 

and a fear-monger for publicizing a 10-year projected deficit of $750 million and using it as a spur to 

enact pension and health care reforms, spending cuts and assorted tax and fee increases. None of that was 

easy, and it didn't win her many friends. (On the contrary, it prompted litigation from some employee 

unions.) 

But the pension changes alone are saving the city about $80 million a year. Baltimore’s health care costs 

have actually declined since 2010 — a stunning turn-around after years of runaway growth — and are 

projected to be about $106 million lower in 2015 than they would have been without the reforms. A 

change in firefighters’ shift schedules (which also drew union opposition) will save about $7 million a 

year. Ms. Rawlings-Blake is also benefiting from a hard decision made by her predecessor, Sheila Dixon. 

Ms. Dixon cut the deal that led to the construction of the Horseshoe Casino in Baltimore, which is 

projected to provide the city with $13.2 million in new revenue. All told, those sorts of changes help 

explain how the city is able to afford to continue reducing homeowners’ property taxes as part of a much-

needed effort to make Baltimore's rates at least somewhat more competitive with the suburbs.  

On that score, there is still a long way to go. If the City Council approves the mayor’s proposal as 

introduced, homeowners in the city will pay a rate of $2.13 per $100 in assessed value, still $1.02 more 

than the rate in Baltimore County. Considering the differential in home sale prices between the city and 

county is not so great as it once was, that remains a formidable disincentive to city living. Still, it's worth 

noting that Ms. Rawlings-Blake has already cut property taxes for homeowners more than any of her 

predecessors, and if she keeps up this pace, she will be able to achieve a goal of reducing the rate by 20 

percent within a decade. That would, at least, allow the city to lose the ignominious distinction of having 

the highest rates in the state, an honor that would pass to some municipalities in Prince George's County. 

Baltimore still faces some big challenges, both economic and political, to achieve the vision Mayor 

Rawlings-Blake outlined in her 10-year plan. She set out to reduce the size of the city workforce by 10 

percent, and this budget makes little progress on that front, cutting a piddling 23 vacant positions — and 

http://www.baltimoresun.com/topic/politics/government/stephanie-rawlings-blake-PEPLT00007612.topic
http://www.baltimoresun.com/topic/politics/government/sheila-dixon-PEPLT007483.topic
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even that was cause for concern by the City Council president. The city is also making no discernible 

progress on modernizing its antiquated phone system, which is costing millions annually. And while the 

city’s property values and employment picture are improved since the depths of the recession, they have 

not fully recovered, and their progress is uneven. 

Still, the overall picture is a good one. Baltimore has lower property tax rates, fewer unfunded liabilities 

and a bigger rainy day fund than it did before the recession, and meanwhile, the city is contributing $38 

million next year toward a plan that will pump $1.1 billion into school construction and renovation during 

the next few years. Not a lot of cities can match that record.  

 

Is Detroit Contagious? 

The filing this month by the City of Detroit of its municipal bankruptcy plan of adjustment proposes to 

the federal bankruptcy court that most general obligation (GO) bondholders would receive an 80% 

reduction in interest payments. The plan proposes few distinctions between limited tax GOs, and voter-

approved GO’s. The plan is quite different that the pending and proposed plans of Vallejo, Stockton, and 

San Bernardino—the three chapter 9 California municipalities—where many muni experts believe the GO 

pledge should stay strong. One interesting issue is that how a general obligation bond is defined can vary 

from state to state. The differences can have consequences. A key issue is whether state law imposes a 

clear statutory lien for GOs, as well as whether it allows local governments to file for municipal 

bankruptcy (not all states do). So, for instance, Michigan does not have a statutory lien feature, but 

California has what some describe as “unique language that has had the practical effect of creating a lien 

on revenues,” according to a Moody’s Investors Service report. Indeed, Moody’s reports that only five 

states expressly endow some or all GO debt with statutory liens, with the Golden State being one of the 

Gang of 5. What does that mean? It means that municipalities in California will likely benefit from lower 

capital borrowing costs than comparable cities in Michigan. In California, voters must approve local GO 

bonds—as well as a specific tax levy to pay for them. Municipal GO bonds are secured by a promise to 

levy property taxes in an unlimited amount as necessary to pay debt service, with voters approving (or 

not) an ad valorem tax to pay the debt service, which may not be used for any other purpose. (Golden 

State municipalities must obtain two-thirds voter approval to authorize GO bonds…None of California’s 

three big recent bankruptcies―Vallejo, Stockton, and San Bernardino―involved any GOs.) School 

bonds, which can be authorized by 55% majorities, are much more common in California, but, as we 

considered last week, the state’s backing or enhancement plays a critical role: California has a 

constitutional obligation to K-12 students, implicitly guaranteeing the debt of insolvent school districts. 

Nevertheless, in a recent report, Citi noted that: “Thus far, spreads of local GOs did not widen in response 

to the introduction of Detroit’s plan, helped by strong and improving muni technicals in early 2014, as 

well as the belief that Detroit may be a unique case.” Nevertheless, the Motor City’s bankruptcy and 

proposed treatment of many of its bondholders as part of its exit plan is likely to provoke some 

recalibration by states and local governments, lest, as one market analyst notes: “This state government 

pressure occurs because local bond defaults can have a contagion effect on the borrowing costs of other 

local issuers and, ultimately, also the state, all at the expense of taxpayers.” Citi analysts opine that the 

Detroit bankruptcy case could lead states to strengthen the local GO pledge and bring unions and local 

governments to the negotiating table to resolve underfunded pension issues; Moody’s adds that if 

Detroit’s plan of adjustment is approved by the U.S. Bankruptcy court, more states might consider laws 

that expressly classify GO pledges as statutory liens or not in order to clarify bondholder rights. 

State & Local Debt. Municipal Market’s Matt Posner reports that the latest data from the Federal 

Reserve emphasizes municipal bond ownership trends that either drastically altered the marketplace in 
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2013, or, in other cases cemented the importance of new municipal bond investors. He writes that the 

biggest takeaways include: 

The municipal market continues to shrink: In the 4
th
 quarter of last year, the size of the municipal 

market decreased by $14B, as issuance was lighter and older bonds matured; 

Mutual funds, households and money market funds together shed $77B of municipal bonds; 

Broker dealers held 30% less in municipal bonds at the end of 2013 compared to the end of 2012; 

 Banks continued to increase their municipal bond ownership despite headwinds. Insurance companies 

also added, albeit at a slower pace. 

 

All of this, Mr. Posner translates, makes for a smaller market place, ergo less and more expensive 

financing to meet growing backlogs of infrastructure needs—

aggravating, of course, by the fierce and unrelenting winter 

damage to roads and bridges. This, he notes, results in A) those 

that do access the market are more likely to see the supply/demand 

balance in their favor, and B) municipalities and states are being 

more conservative with their wallets, which he calls a “positive” 

credit theme that should be portrayed to investors. With the onset of 

2014 realizing so little volume, he expects this trend to be 

exacerbated when the next round of data becomes available. But 

he writes that this all underscores how the market for state and 

local leaders can respond negatively with the loss of an important investor base as evidenced by the 

volatility of last year. He notes that mutual funds will continue to play a role, and that the growth of other 

investors—banks, insurance companies and separately managed accounts—is something state and local 

governments should take into account and market their municipal bonds to these investors. 

 

 

Figure 1  Illustration by David P. Hayes 

Pensionary Tidings 

Motor City Public Pension Plans. The funded level of the Detroit’s two pension plans is projected to 

have dropped, a result tied in part to the city’s failure to contribute millions owed last year, actuaries for 

the boards say. The city’s Police and Fire Retirement System learned during a presentation Thursday that 

its funded level of 96.1% is projected to have fallen to 89% as of June 30, 2013. The preliminary draft, 

which reflects the funding decline, factors in $71 million in unpaid contributions from the city in 2013. 

The funds are also operating under the assumption that Detroit will not pay another $63 million it owes 

by the close of the current fiscal year on June 30. The impact of that loss would be reflected in an 

actuarial report next year.  
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Yesterday, the city’s General Retirement System received its preliminary draft, which pegs its funded 

level at 70% for 2013, said Tina Bassett, a spokeswoman for the fund. The funded level for the GRS had 

been around 78%. Ms. Bassett said the GRS is owed $36 million in payments from the city from last year. 

It is expected to be owed $80.6 million for 2014. The city has said it stopped paying into the funds 

because it could no longer afford to do so. “The missed contributions are a very big deal,” Judy Kermans, 

Midwest regional director for Gabriel, Roeder, Smith & Company, told the PFRS board. “It is our opinion 

that you get that money as soon as possible. No bones about it ... you need that money.” After the 

presentation, PFRS Chairman George Orzech remarked: “They (the city) don’t contribute. You heard the 

results.” 

The fund has written off the missed contributions for accounting purposes, but says it has not relinquished 

the claims. Emergency Manager Kevyn Orr has said the city would not make further contributions to the 

funds during the city’s Chapter 9 bankruptcy, except under a confirmed debt-cutting plan of adjustment. 

Bill Nowling, a spokesman for Orr, said Thursday that the city does expect the funds to be repaid. “The 

city owes that and to the extent that the city will repay that, that’s the subject of ongoing negotiations,” 

Mr. Nowling said. Gabriel Roeder actuaries on Thursday noted that the board should collect the owed 

funds in a lump sum. If they do not or cannot, it would essentially be amortizing the past-due amount over 

28 years.  

Not only is the lack of contributions from the city hurting the funds, they both are rolling in losses from 

prior fiscal years. Both funds experienced market gains in 2013, the actuaries have noted. “Certainly there 

has been great impact due to the fact that the city has not made its contributions,” Bassett said Thursday, 

noting the GRS fund earned on its investments, but that gains were minimized due to the city’s lack of 

contributions to the plan. “If we had that money, we could have been investing it and making more on it,” 

she added. Mr. Nowling conceded that the nonpayment has contributed to the underfunding of the 

pensions, but says many factors are to blame: “It’s the result of bad planning, bad investment decisions 

and just lack of oversight,” he said. 

Earlier this month, the police and fire fund announced it had outperformed 89 percent of the public 

pension plans in its class during the 2013 calendar year. The fund, at that time, said it had earned 18.5 

percent on its portfolio investments, ranking it near the top among plans in the U.S. with assets of more 

than $1 billion. “Who has got $3.3 billion and who is in bankruptcy?” Bruce Babiarz, a spokesman for the 

fund, said in response to claims of poor investment and planning. “We had an economic breakdown in the 

country and truly in the world. Had that not occurred, Detroit would be in better shape, so would the 

pensions,” Bassett said. “That’s truly what happened.” 

This week’s presentations come after attorneys for the funds argued this week that federal judges should 

rush an appeal of the city’s bankruptcy eligibility, since thousands of retirees face poverty if Detroit is 

permitted to slash pensions. The funds are asking the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals to hold oral 

arguments in mid- to late June before Detroit seeks approval of a restructuring plan that proposes cuts to 

municipal pensions and other benefits.  

In his debt-cutting plan, Orr is calling for a 26 percent reduction in pensions for non-uniform employees, 

if they agree not to pursue a sale of city-owned art or drag out litigation over state constitutional 

protections of pensions. If they don’t accept a “timely settlement” within the next month, Orr said they 

could see their pensions reduced 34 percent. Police and fire pensioners would get a 4 percent cut if they 

accept Orr’s deal or a 10 percent cut if they continue to fight the proposal in court, according to the plan. 

“We want to assure retirees we are still negotiating in good faith and we will get through this 

bankruptcy,” Bassett added.  
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City retirees are seeking protections from cuts to more than $18 billion in city debt, including an 

estimated $3.5 billion long-term liability in the two pension funds. Orr is urging pensioners to accept an 

$815 million rescue package and to drop the appeal. The police and fire fund’s obligation to current 

retirees and beneficiaries is $2.9 billion and is 100 percent funded at current levels. The obligation to 

active duty beneficiaries is $777 million and is 47 percent funded, partly due to the lack of employer 

contributions. Actuaries on Thursday said retirees within the police and fire fund outnumber actives by a 

ratio of 2 1/2 to 1. The fund has experienced a reduction in workforce from about 5,000 in 2004 to 3,266 

in 2013. It has about 8,476 members receiving pensions. The average pension for PFRS is about $31,000 

a year, including annuities, and beneficiaries do not get Social Security.  

Marcia Van Wagner of Moody’s this week authored a special comment, “U.S. 

Municipal Government Can Leverage Federal Medicare to Lower OPEB Costs (Read the analysis),” 

noting: “We believe the less stringent legal protections of retiree health benefits place them on a different 

footing than pensions when a government is contemplating reductions in its liabilities. At the same time, 

the availability of Medicare for most state and local government retirees means that many retirees 

continue to receive health insurance benefits in the event a municipal employer cuts or eliminates its 

OPEB liability. While the loss of supplemental coverage from the employer may stress retiree 

households, those aged 65 or older who are enrolled in Medicare continue to benefit from the federal 

program on the same footing as their private-sector counterparts.” In her analysis, Ms. Wagner notes that 

the availability of Medicare health insurance coverage for most US state and local government retirees 

provides an option for many state and local leaders to better control retiree health care costs, which, she 

writes, are rising with the aging of the work force, and, therefore, increasingly present an increasing credit 

risk for many cities and towns. She warns that for retirees over age 65, this municipal (and state) liability 

consists primarily of Medicare premium subsidies and supplemental health insurance benefits; ergo, the 

option of leveraging federal health insurance coverage for municipal retirees aged 65 and over is an 

attractive one, especially because Medicare-eligible retirees are growing as a share of state and local 

retirees. She notes that “[E]ven small reductions in the cost of health benefits for Medicare-eligible 

retirees can have a considerable impact on future costs because savings compound over retirees’ 

increasingly long lifetimes…Cost savings are significant because the unfunded OPEB liabilities of US 

municipal governments are large. For states, total reported OPEB liabilities of $530 billion rival their 

outstanding debt.” 

 

Medicare-eligible retirees will comprise a growing portion of total state and local government retirees, 

increasing the boon to government finances if costs are controlled for this group. The relative benefit to 

state governments is potentially greater than local governments, where police and fire employees tend to 

retiree younger. Some governments have reduced OPEB liabilities simply by requiring employees to pay 

a greater share of supplemental health insurance (“Medigap”) costs and reducing prescription drug costs. 

The latter include employer group waiver plans and Medicare Part D. While not typical, Maryland 

reduced its liabilities more than 40% almost entirely due to prescription drug savings. The Medicare 

cushion is advantageous for municipal retirees, because governments can more easily reduce or eliminate 

retiree health insurance than pension benefits. This cushion is particularly important in stressed 

municipalities where OPEB reductions have recently been part of bankruptcy plans of adjustment. 

Stockton, CA has proposed eliminating retiree health benefits in Chapter 9, while Detroit’s proposed plan 

would also sharply curtail them. 

The Potential Costs of Pension Reform Daley. Moody’s this week described the postponement of the 

Mayor of San Jose’s pension reform initiative [Pension Reform Act of 2014] proposal as a credit negative 

for California local governments, which are facing rapidly growing pension costs with few tools to 

address them, noting: “Adoption of this pension reform measure would have amended the state’s 

constitution and provided local governments with a significant measure of additional pension cost 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xnaqX3qxgTHEXO7WzxwLrrIn4vn1nWZM1i2OtrgEFs5Rg1kcUOobCa1RbfWm93uKNUQJeaNUbUKrDz_Lf-xmaKl6Q4eIXdeU7x13rBift2_OPSATjeU-YUNDnEJXXzfvfsB0pAIxjS5Vhn9x1YST-tomxSMaUoy5he1XrMT6men1TMSc05sCftdGE5xaTdT7L_vO9QGZHarAOjGYbaYgN8yEchVTsLhr1RtFpziPiZObzk0gfMev1XKsRXW5u_N4M9aLbEUNyUNmhv91NU3lKPLRycKjx0Cz&c=ATf1s6ONpASizKr1QbadHtPPk1mScA0DVIrzIxplwL_ZNDVW_7qdmQ==&ch=CVHQRGIm5ApqTQ1NsjZfks5Lv9DBCBt6ytXWjYmEeNAY-LEi_d7W0g==
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flexibility,” its analysts Thomas Aaron and Eric Hoffmann wrote in a report released yesterday. The 

initiative is intended to provide Golden State local governments authority to negotiate lower pension 

benefits for future work by current employees, while leaving benefits accrued prior to any such 

renegotiation unaffected. (Currently, California law protects both current employees’ accrued pension 

benefits and those for future work. Generally, pension benefits cannot be reduced once an employee has 

been hired.) Supporters of the measure have challenged a ballot summary written by State Attorney 

General Kamala Harris, calling its phrasing “false, misleading, partial and/or argumentative,” but 

Superior Court Judge Allen Summer denied the challenge, saying he found “nothing false or misleading.” 

Mayor Chuck Reed and other backers of the measure aim to get the measure on the 2016 ballot; Moody’s 

analysts noted: “Local government pension costs in California continue to rise, prompting San Jose 

Mayor Chuck Reed, Anaheim Mayor Tom Tait and several others to launch the initiative…For Moody’s-

rated local governments, pension costs increased by an average of 14% from fiscal 2011 to 2012, and 

absent pension reform, we expect this rate of increase to continue for the next several years,” adding that 

costs are escalating particularly for the thousands of local governments that participate in the California 

Public Employees Retirement System, including Anaheim. 

Demography 

Bruce Katz of Brookings this week writes that the “most important takeaway from President Obama’s 

just-released 2015 budget is actually the least discussed: Over the next decade, the federal government’s 

focus will change fundamentally, forcing our cities and metropolitan areas to pick up the slack…Non-

defense discretionary spending—including critical investments in infrastructure, education, and 

innovation—will continue to drop severely, from 3.1% of gross domestic product (GDP) in 2013 to just 

2.2% in 2024. When compared to an average of 3.8 percent for the last 40 years, it’s clear how dramatic 

an impact these cuts will have. Meanwhile, total spending on mandatory programs will rise from 12.6 

percent of GDP to 14.1 percent, an increase of almost $1.8 trillion per year.  

Quotes of the Week 
“Washington is AWOL, totally AWOL,…And the state capitals have, as we know in Illinois, huge 

budgetary problems, and we are cast on our own at a moment in time to try to boost our economies.” ~ 

Windy City Mayor Rahm Emanuel.  

 “Property values are back up faster than expected, but the pressure is still there…It’s hard to be a city in 

Michigan because state policy is very negative toward cities in general.”  ~ Eric Scorsone, an economist 

at Michigan State University in East Lansing who specializes in municipal finance.   

“State and local finances are very important to the stability of our economy. I think that the complete 

elimination of the state and local deduction would be something that would be a real challenge for many 

jurisdictions.” ~ U.S. Treasury Secretary Jacob Lew, testifying before Congress on the proposed tax 

reform plan recently released by Ways and Means Chairman Dave Camp (R-Mi.). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cbo.gov/sites/default/files/cbofiles/attachments/45010-Outlook2014_Feb.pdf
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Ethics & Public Trust 

Ethically Challenged Virginia. In Virginia, where the former governor is on trial in federal court to 

defend himself from federal corruption charges—with Virginia taxpayers already footing significant costs 

for his legal bills, the Roanoke Times editorial board yesterday opined: [On the Take? Our view: A 

leisurely path to repentance, see http://www.roanoke.com/opinion/editorials/our-view-a-leisurely-path-to-

repentance/article_5d7f9050-afb2-11e3-a997-0017a43b2370.html?mode=print for the entire piece.]: 

“Virginians hoping that Gov. Terry McAuliffe will add some heft to the bantamweight ethics bill passed 

by legislators were instead greeted this week by - what else? - a fundraising appeal from the chief 

executive…Donors giving from $10,000 to $100,000 to the Democrat's political action committee were 

offered a menu of “sponsorship packages” that include a private dinner and roundtable discussion with 

the governor and monthly chitchats with “policy experts.” PAC officials hastened to clarify that those 

experts won’t be members of the administration but rather outsiders, such as governors from other states, 

who may or may not be aware that they are being shilled out to tricorn tightwads in the “Colonial Circle” 

by virtue of a lousy $10,000 donation, presumably in tobacco leaves and beaver pelts. Such events date 

back, if not to British rule, at least through modern administrations in both parties….No one is suggesting 

that McAuliffe or state legislators swear off fundraising. But a little decorum and a lot more legal restraint 

when confronting conflicts of interest would be welcome. McAuliffe started off well in that regard, 

signing an executive order that bans him, his family and other executive branch staffers from accepting 

gifts exceeding $100. State legislators subsequently voted on new ethics rules for themselves that include 

a sort-of-kind-of cap on gifts topping $250. They added a long string of asterisks, however, that allow 

them to accept unlimited steak dinners and free trips to exotic vacation spots as long as they deem them 

“informational.” We expect a lot more attention to global warming in the coming days. A new advisory 

council will lack enforcement authority, but its members are free to roll their eyes when elected officials 

misbehave. The culture of political footsie continues with little more than a stubbed toe. Voters who 

expected more from their leaders can count themselves as official members of the Sucker Circle. 
Little Legalities 

 
Bankruptcy, Constitutional, Preemption, Procedural & Other Key Decisions or Cases 

Unpreemption. Judge Eric F. Melgren of United States District Court in Wichita this 

week ordered federal election authorities to help Kansas and Arizona require proof of 

citizenship of registering voters, holding that the federal Election Assistance Commission 

had no legal authority to deny requests from the States of Kansas and Arizona to add state-

specific instructions to a national voter registration form. The decision was the first 

federalism-related decision since the U.S. Supreme Court’s 7-2 decision last year holding 

that Congress holds full power over federal election rules. Federal rules require 

prospective voters only to sign a form attesting to their citizenship, but Judge Melgran held that the 

decision by the election commission to deny the states’ requests was “unlawful and in excess of its 

statutory authority,” adding that Congress had not “pre-empted state laws requiring proof of citizenship 

through the National Voter Registration Act.” Proof of citizenship became a requirement in Arizona 

under Proposition 200, approved in 2004 — the law struck down by the Supreme Court in June — as part 

of the long legal and political fight against illegal immigration in this border state. Gov. Sam Brownback 

of Kansas, a Republican, signed a similar law in 2011. Kobeck v. U.S. Election Assistance Commission, 

U.S. District Court of Kansas, #13-cv-4095-EFM-TJJ, March 19, 2014.  

http://www.roanoke.com/opinion/editorials/our-view-a-leisurely-path-to-repentance/article_5d7f9050-afb2-11e3-a997-0017a43b2370.html?mode=print
http://www.roanoke.com/opinion/editorials/our-view-a-leisurely-path-to-repentance/article_5d7f9050-afb2-11e3-a997-0017a43b2370.html?mode=print
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Wrongful Death. In a case is certified by the 11
th
 U.S. Court of Appeals to the Florida Supreme Court to 

answer four questions of Florida law that are determinative of a cause pending in that court and for which 

there appears to be no controlling precedent, the Gator Supreme Court last week rejected the centerpiece 

of the 2003 medical malpractice overhaul law, writing that the Legislature had created an “alleged 

medical malpractice crisis” and concluding that the cap on wrongful death non-economic damages 

violates the state constitution’s equal protection clause. In its 5-2 ruling, Justice R. Fred Lewis, writing 

for the majority, suggested that legislators created a crisis to push through the caps on damages in medical 

liability lawsuits which “has the effect of saving a modest amount for many by imposing devastating 

costs on a few.” The caps limited payments for pain and suffering to $500,000 or $1 million, depending 

on the circumstances and the number of people involved. Lewis concluded the law unconstitutionally 

discriminates against “those who are most grievously injured, those who sustain the greatest damage and 

loss, and multiple claimants.’’ The decision will effectively remove the cap on so-called “non-economic” 

damages when someone dies because of medical malpractice. Victims whose cases were resolved 

between the time the law took effect in late 2003 and today, however, will have no recourse. The damage 

caps were initially pushed by former Gov. Jeb Bush, with the support of doctors, hospitals and insurance 

companies who viewed trials lawyers as their political nemesis. They argued the reforms were needed to 

curb the explosion of medical malpractice costs, which they said were forcing doctors to leave Florida or 

stop providing high-risk services. The case was brought by the family of 20-year-old Michelle McCall 

who died after she bled to death following a caesarian section for the birth of her a son in February 2006 

at a Fort Walton Beach hospital. McCall’s estate sued the federal government because she was part of a 

military family and was treated by U.S. Air Force medical staff. A federal judge agreed that McCall had 

not received proper care and found that her parents and son should receive $2 million in non-economic 

damages. But he award was reduced to $1 million because of the 2003 law. The 11th U.S. Circuit Court 

of Appeals in Atlanta ruled that the damage limits did not violate the U.S. Constitution, but said the 

Florida Supreme Court should consider state constitutional issues. The damages suffered by McCall’s 

parents were determined to be $750,000 each, and that her surviving son sustained damages determined to 

be $500,000. But when the court applied the cap, the damages were cut in half. The court heard the case 

in February 2012 and spent more than two years reviewing it before rejecting the damage awards as 

arbitrary and unfair. Judge Lewis wrote: “The statutory cap on non-economic damages fails because it 

imposes unfair and illogical burdens on injured parties when an act of medical negligence gives rise to 

multiple claimants,’’ rejecting the Legislature’s rationale for the damage caps, writing “it bears no 

rational relationship to a legitimate state objective…The Florida Legislature attempted to justify the cap 

on non-economic damages by claiming that ‘Florida is in the midst of a medical malpractice insurance 

crisis of unprecedented magnitude’” The court cited statistics that showed that during the purported 

medical malpractice crisis “the numbers of physicians in Florida were actually increasing, not decreasing” 

and added: “Even the Task Force whose report was relied upon by the Florida Legislature employed 

extremely equivocal language and speculation when describing the existence of a crisis.” Justices Peggy 

Quince, Barbara Pariente and E.C. Perry agreed with Lewis that the law was unconstitutional, but wrote a 

separate opinion challenging his critique of the Legislature, calling it an unprecedented “expansive, 

independent review.” The justices, however, agreed on the main finding. Wrote Pariente: “there is no 

evidence of a continuing medical malpractice crisis that would justify the arbitrary reduction of survivors’ 

noneconomic damages in wrongful death cases based on the number of survivors.” Justice Jorge Labarga 

concurred with Lewis’ opinion. Justice Ricky Polston dissented with the majority and wrote his own 

opinion, in which Justice Charles Canady concurred. Estate of McCall et al v. U.S., Florida Supreme 

Court, #SC11-1148, March 13, 2014. 

§1983 & Monell Theory. Brain Harris’s surviving children filed suit against the City of New Orleans 

police officers for excessive force after officers shot and killed Mr. Harris. Officers arrived at Mr. 

Harris’s home after his former wife called 911, when she feared that he was attempting suicide. After 

breaching the barricaded door to Harris’ bedroom, officers saw that he was holding a knife in a stabbing 

position and fatally shot him. The court determined that the district court properly held that, under the 
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circumstances, the officers reasonably feared for their safety at the moment of the fatal shooting. 

Therefore, the court did not need to address the plaintiffs’ alternate argument regarding whether Mr. 

Harris’ possible suicide attempt constituted exigent circumstances justifying a warrantless entry into his 

bedroom, because officers had consent to enter. “To hold a municipality liable under [42 U.S.C.] §1983 

for the misconduct of an employee, a plaintiff must show, in addition to a constitutional violation, that an 

official policy promulgated by the municipality’s policymaker was the moving force behind, or actual 

cause of, the constitutional injury.” James v. Harris Cnty., 577 F.3d 612, 617 (5th Cir. 2009). Since 

Appellants have not shown that there was a constitutional violation in this case, the district court properly 

dismissed the Monell claim against the City of New Orleans….”Leading the court to conclude: We affirm 

the district court’s opinion based solely on our examination of the moment when the fatal shooting 

occurred. We express no opinion regarding the appropriateness of the officers’ conduct that preceded the 

moment of the shooting in this case. In summary, the taser video evidence confirms the district court’s 

finding that Brian Harris was holding a knife in a stabbing position at the moment of the fatal shooting. 

Therefore, the district court properly concluded that since plaintiffs failed to show that there was a 

constitutional violation in this case, the district court properly dismissed the Monell claims against the 

city. Accordingly, the court affirmed the district court’s grant of summary judgment for the officers based 

on qualified immunity and affirmed the dismissal of the Monell claim against the city. Harris, et al. v. 

New Orleans Police Dept., et al., 5
th
 U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, #13-30337, March 12, 2014. 

Real Estate & Property Law, Transportation Law, Zoning, Planning & Land Use. The General 

Railroad Right-of-Way Act of 1875 provides railroad companies “right[s] of way through the public lands 

of the United States,” 43 U.S.C. 934. One such right of way, created in 1908, crosses land that the 

government conveyed to the Brandt family in a 1976 land patent. That patent stated that the land was 

granted subject to the right of way, but it did not specify what would occur if the railroad relinquished 

those rights. A successor railroad abandoned the right of way with federal approval. The government 

sought a declaration of abandonment and an order quieting its title to the abandoned right of way, 

including the stretch across the Brandt patent. Brandt argued that the right of way was a mere easement 

that was extinguished upon abandonment. The district court quieted title in the government. The Tenth 

Circuit affirmed. The Supreme Court reversed. The right of way was an easement that was terminated by 

abandonment, leaving Brandt’s land unburdened. The Court noted that that the government had argued 

the opposite position in an earlier case. In that case, the Court found the 1875 Act’s text “wholly 

inconsistent” with the grant of a fee interest. An easement disappears when abandoned by its beneficiary. 

Marvin M. Brandt Revocable Trust v. United States, U.S. Supreme Court, #12-1173, March 10, 2014.  

 

Zoning, Planning & Land Use. The Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act, 30 U.S.C. 1202(a) 

allows states to enact and administer regulatory programs consistent with federal standards, subject to 

federal approval. Kentucky’s Department for Natural Resources assumed responsibility for SMCRA 

implementation through its Division of Mine Permits, Ky. Rev. Stat. 350.028, .465(2). Its program has 

been approved by the U.S. Department of the Interior since 1982. A typical surface mining operation also 

requires permits under the Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. 1251: a 401 permit for “discharge into the 

navigable waters;” a 402 permit for “discharge of any pollutant, or combination of pollutants;” and a 404 

permit for “discharge of dredged or fill material into the navigable waters at specified disposal sites.” A 

404 permit is issued by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in compliance with EPA guidelines, 33 U.S.C. 

1344(b)(1). Kentucky authorized a Perry County surface mining operation; the operator obtained 404 

permit from the Corps, authorizing it to “mine through” and fill surface stream beds, which are already in 

a degraded state, requiring offset of the limited environmental effect by improving other streams in the 

watershed. Opponents argued that the National Environmental Policy Act required the Corps to consider 

the public health impacts related to surface mining in general, and that the Corps violated the CWA by 

using flawed analysis of the mitigation plan. The district court rejected the arguments. The Sixth Circuit 

affirmed. Kentuckians for the Commonwealth v. U.S. Army Corps of Eng’rs, U.S. 6
th
 Circuit Court of 

Appeals, #136153, March 7, 3014.  

http://j.st/ZZES?utm_source=Justia+Law&utm_campaign=7fb88d0121-summary_newsletters_jurisdictions&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_92aabbfa32-7fb88d0121-406006657
http://j.st/ZZES?utm_source=Justia+Law&utm_campaign=7fb88d0121-summary_newsletters_jurisdictions&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_92aabbfa32-7fb88d0121-406006657
http://law.justia.com/cases/federal/us/572/12-1173?utm_source=Justia+Law&utm_campaign=f30af241ee-summary_newsletters_practice&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_92aabbfa32-f30af241ee-406006657
http://law.justia.com/cases/federal/appellate-courts/ca6/13-6153/13-6153-2014-03-07.html?utm_source=Justia+Law&utm_campaign=f30af241ee-summary_newsletters_practice&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_92aabbfa32-f30af241ee-406006657
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Real Estate & Property Law, Zoning, Planning & Land Use. SourceGas Distribution, LLC owned 

property located in an area that had been annexed by the City of Hastings. The City, on behalf of the 

board of public works, filed a petition in the county court under the general condemnation procedures 

found at Neb. Rev. Stat. 76-101 through 76-726, seeking to initiate condemnation proceedings against the 

property owned by SourceGas. In an effort to enjoin the county court proceedings, SourceGas 

Distribution filed a complaint in the district court for temporary and permanent injunction, primarily 

alleging that the City must utilize Nebraska’s Municipal Gas System Condemnation Act (the Act) rather 

than the procedures in chapter 76. The district court overruled the motion for temporary injunction and 

dismissed the complaint, concluding that Neb. Rev. Stat. 19-4626(2) exempted the City from being 

required to proceed under the Act and that the City could utilize chapter 76’s general condemnation 

procedures. The Supreme Court affirmed, holding that the district court correctly concluded that, pursuant 

to the exception set forth in section 19-4626(2), the Act does not apply in this case and, instead, the 

general condemnation procedures of chapter 76 apply. SourceGas Distrib., LLC v. City of Hastings, 

Nebraska Supreme Court, S-13-239, March 7, 2014.  

Grants 
CFDA Opportunity Title Federal Agency Opportunity Number Eligibility Due Date Match? 

10.221 Tribal Colleges Education 
Equity Grants Program 

Department of 
Agriculture-
National Institute 
of Food and 
Agriculture 

USDA-NIFA-TCEG-
004508 

1994 Land Grant 
Institution 

4/11/2014  

10.574 Team Nutrition Training 
Grant FY2014 

Food and Nutrition 
Service 

USDA-FNS-CNTN-
FY2014  

State governments 5/9/2014   

10.912 GA Conservation 
Innovation Grant -2014 

Georgia State 
Office 

USDA-NRCS-GA-14-
0001 

State and local 
governments, 
IHEs 

4/30/2014 X 

10.912 Conservation Innovation 
Grant 

Kansas State 
Office 

USDA-NRCS-KS-14-
01 

State and local 
governments, 
IHEs 

5/16/2014 X 

12.910 Laser UV Sources for 
Tactical Efficient Raman 
(LUSTER) 

Department of 
Defense-DARPA - 
Microsystems 
Technology Office  

DARPA-BAA-14-20 Unrestricted 6/25/2014  

NA Water Quality Data 
Collection and Planning 
at Willow Creek Reservoir 

Dept. of the 
Army  --  Corps of 
Engineers 

NWP-14-0006 IHEs 3/24/2014   

15.225 BLM UT GSENM 
Baseline Acoustic 
Monitoring Project 

Department of the 
Interior-Bureau of 
Land Management 

L14AS00052 Unrestricted 3/28/2014  

15.230 BLM WY Invasive Weed 
and Pest Control 

Bureau of Land 
Management 

L14AS00053 Local 
governments 

8/18/2014   

15.231 BLM CO Cooperative 
Ecosystem Studies Unit 
(CESU) - Integrated 
public lands 
management: applied 
conservation and 
restoration strategy 

Bureau of Land 
Management 

L14AS00055 Cooperative 
Environmental 
Studies Unit 
entities 

4/1/2014  

15.236 Oil and Gas Emission 
Inventories and Air 
Resource Support--North 
Dakota, South Dakota & 
Montana 

Bureau of Land 
Management 

L14AS00049 Unrestricted 4/7/2014   

15.560 2014-2018 Yellowstone 
Cutthroat Trout 

Bureau of 
Reclamation 

R14AS00034 State governments 3/28/2014  

http://law.justia.com/cases/nebraska/supreme-court/2014/s-13-239.html?utm_source=Justia+Law&utm_campaign=f30af241ee-summary_newsletters_practice&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_92aabbfa32-f30af241ee-406006657
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252539
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252539
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252446
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252446
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252520
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252520
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252504
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252504
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252500
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252508
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252388
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252397
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252440
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252360
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252495
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Monitoring and Habitat 
Improvement Project 

15.670 Bat and Wind Energy 
Research 

Fish and Wildlife 
Service 

F14AS00119 Unrestricted 4/11/2014   

15.677 Conduct topographic 
surveys of dunes and 
beaches on Edwin B. 
Forsythe NWR; Hurricane 
Sandy Disaster Relief 

Fish and Wildlife 
Service 

F14AS00113 Unrestricted 4/1/2014  

15.677 Hyde Pond and Pond Lilly 
Dam Removal, CT -- 
Hurricane Sandy Disaster 
Relief 

Fish and Wildlife 
Service 

F14AS00115 Unrestricted 4/15/2014   

15.808 Cooperative Ecosystem 
Studies Unit, Great Lakes 
Northern Forest 

Geological Survey G14AS00043 Participating 
partners of the 
Great Lakes 
Northern Forest 
Cooperative 
Ecosystem 
Studies Unit 
(CESU) 

3/21/2014  

15.808 Cooperative Ecosystem 
Studies Unit, Chesapeake 
Watershed CESU 

Geological Survey G14AS00044 Participating 
partners of the 
Chesapeake 
Watershed CESU 

3/21/2014   

15.875 FY 2014 OIA 
Empowering Insular 
Communities Program 

Department of the 
Interior 

OIA-2014-EIC State 
governments, 
IHEs 

5/1/2014  

15.945 Geologic Mapping of the 
Lancing, Hebbertsburg, 
and Fox Creek 7.5 minute 
Quadrangles, Obed Wild 
and Scenic River 

National Park 
Service 

P14AS00040 IHEs 3/18/2014   

15.945 LIMNOLOGICAL AND 
RIPARIAN RESOURCE 
CONDITION 
ASSESSMENT AT LAKE 
MEAD NATIONAL 
RECREATION AREA 

National Park 
Service 

P14AS00042 Participating 
partners of the 
Californian CESU 

4/11/2014  

15.945 Natural Resource 
Condition Assessment for 
National Park of 
American Samoa 

National Park 
Service 

P14AS00043 Participating 
partners of the 
Hawaii-Pacific 
Islands CESU 

4/11/2014   

16.560 NIJ FY 14 Research and 
Evaluation on Domestic 
Radicalization to Violent 
Extremism 

Department of 
Justice-National 
Institute of Justice 

NIJ-2014-3751 State and local 
governments, 
IHEs 

5/28/2014  

16.754 BJA FY 14 Harold Rogers 
Prescription Drug 
Monitoring Program 

Bureau of Justice 
Assistance 

BJA-2014-3767 State governments 5/6/2014   

16.754 BJA FY 14 Harold Rogers 
Prescription Drug 
Monitoring National 
Training and Technical 
Assistance Program 

Bureau of Justice 
Assistance 

BJA-2014-3825 IHEs 5/6/2014  

16.817 BJA FY 14 Byrne 
Criminal Justice 
Innovation Program 

Bureau of Justice 
Assistance 

BJA-2014-3822 State and local 
governments 

5/6/2014  

16.820 NIJ FY 14 Postconviction 
Testing of DNA Evidence 

National Institute 
of Justice 

NIJ-2014-3741 State governments 5/13/2014   

http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252464
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252393
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252400
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252354
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252355
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252435
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252450
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252531
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252534
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252474
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252394
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252395
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252353
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252528
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to Exonerate the Innocent 

17.270 Face Forward 2 - 
Intermediary and 
Community Grants 

Department of 
Labor-
Employment and 
Training 
Administration 

SGA-DFA-PY-13-09 State and local 
governments 

5/2/2014  

NA Country Level 
Engagement and 
Assistance to Reduce 
Child Labor (CLEAR) 

OASAM NOI-3-GLOBAL-
CLEAR-II 

IHEs 4/30/2014  

17.600 Mine Health and Safety 
Grants 

Mine Safety and 
Health 
Administration 

MSHA2014-1 State governments 5/30/2014 X 

19.040 U.S. Consulate General 
Mumbai Small Grants 
Program 

Department of 
State-U.S. Mission 
to India 

MRFP14-01 IHEs 4/22/2014  

19.501 ANNUAL PROGRAM 
STATEMENT, PUBLIC 
AFFAIRS SECTION, U.S. 
EMBASSY ISLAMABAD 

U.S. Mission to 
Pakistan 

SCAISB-14-AW-006-
SCA-031314 

IHEs 8/29/2014  

19.703 Rule of Law Training 
Modules for Prosecutors 
and Judges 

International 
Narcotics and Law 
Enforcement Affair 

INLEA-INLCJ-14-005 IHEs 4/16/2014   

20.200 Safety Center for 
Excellence:  Rural and 
Surface Transportation 

Department of 
Transportation-
Federal Highway 
Administration  

DTFH6114RA00008 Unrestricted 4/14/2014 X 

47.041+ Critical Techniques and 
Technologies for 
Advancing Big Data 
Science & Engineering 

National Science 
Foundation 

14-543 Unrestricted 6/9/2014   

66.034 National Indoor 
Environments Program: 
Reducing Public 
Exposure to Indoor 
Pollutants 

Environmental 
Protection Agency 

EPA-OAR-ORIA-14-03 State and local 
governments, 
IHEs 

4/21/2014  

66.110 2014 HEALTHY 
COMMUNITIES GRANT 
PROGRAM  

Environmental 
Protection Agency 

EPA-R1-HC-2014 State and local 
governments, 
IHEs 

4/24/2014   

81.041 Notice of Intent to Issue 
Funding Opportunity 
Announcement Number 
DE-FOA-0001073 

Department of 
Energy-Golden 
Field Office 

DE-FOA-0001105 State governments  X 

81.049 Analytical Modeling for 
Extreme-Scale 
Computing Environments 

Office of Science DE-FOA-0001088 Unrestricted 4/18/2014   

81.087 Environmental 
Stewardship for 
Renewable Energy 
Technologies:  MHK 
Environmental and 
Resource 
Characterization 
Instrumentation 

Golden Field 
Office 

DE-FOA-0000971 Unrestricted 5/22/2014 X 

81.087 Administration of the 
Wave Energy Converter 
Prize 

Golden Field 
Office 

DE-FOA-0000979 Unrestricted 5/14/2014   

81.087 Notice of Intent to Issue 
Funding Opportunity 

Golden Field 
Office 

DE-FOA-0001047 Unrestricted  X 

http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252497
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252415
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252415
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252442
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252399
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252498
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252498
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=252421
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Announcement No. DE-
FOA-0000978 
Technology Incubator for 
Wind Energy Innovations 

81.089 FY2014 Methane 
Hydrates 

National Energy 
Technology 
Laboratory 

DE-FOA-0001023 Unrestricted 5/22/2014 X 

84.215 Office of Elementary and 
Secondary Education 
(OESE): Elementary and 
Secondary School 
Counseling (ESSC) 
Program 

Department of 
Education 

ED-GRANTS-031214-
001 

LEAs 4/28/2014  

84.411 Office of Innovation and 
Improvement (OII): 
Investing In Innovation 
(I3) Fund: 
DEVELOPMENT Grants: 
DEVELPOMENT 
GRANTS PRE-
APPLICATION  

Department of 
Education 

ED-GRANTS-031414-
001 

LEAs 4/14/2014 X 

93.007 FY14 Announcement of 
Availability of Funds for 
Embryo Donation and/or 
Adoption Grant Projects 

Department of 
Health and Human 
Services-Office of 
the Assistant 
Secretary for 
Health 

PA-EAA-14-002 Public agencies, 
non-profit 
organizations or 
for-profit 
organizations, 
IHEs 

5/12/2014  

93.070 Comprehensive Asthma 
Control Through 
Evidence-based 
Strategies and Public 
Health; Health Care 
Collaboration 

Centers for 
Disease Control 
and Prevention 

CDC-RFA-EH14-1404 State and local 
governments 

5/12/2014   

93.110 MCH Health Care 
Transitions Research 
Network (HCT-RN) for 
Youth and Young Adults 
with Autism Spectrum 
Disorders (ASD) 

Health Resources 
& Services 
Administration 

HRSA-14-036 Public and private 
nonprofit 
agencies, IHEs 

5/12/2014  

93.110 R40 MCH Autism 
Intervention Research 
Program 

Health Resources 
& Services 
Administration 

HRSA-14-037 Public and private 
nonprofit 
agencies, IHEs 

5/12/2014   

93.110 R40 MCH Autism 
Secondary Data Analysis 
Studies (SDAS) Program 

Health Resources 
& Services 
Administration 

HRSA-14-125 Public and private 
nonprofit 
agencies, IHEs 

5/12/2014  

93.110 R40 MCH Autism 
Longitudinal Data Project 

Health Resources 
& Services 
Administration 

HRSA-14-127 Public and private 
nonprofit 
agencies, IHEs 

5/12/2014   

93.118 Act Against AIDS 
Leadership Initiative  

Centers for 
Disease Control 
and Prevention 

CDC-RFA-PS10-
105705CONT14  

Continuation of 
funds for grantees 
previously 
awarded under 
CDC-RFA-PS10-
1057 

4/30/2014  

93.226 Accelerating the 
Dissemination and 
Implementation of PCOR 
Findings into Primary 
Care Practice  (R18) 

Agency for Health 
Care Research 
and Quality 

RFA-HS-14-008 State and local 
governments, 
IHEs 

7/3/2014   

93.226 Evaluation of AHRQ Agency for Health RFA-HS-14-009 State and local 7/3/2014  
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Initiative to Accelerate the 
Dissemination and 
Implementation of PCOR 
Findings into Primary 
Care (R01) 

Care Research 
and Quality 

governments, 
IHEs 

93.243 Strategic Prevention 
Framework Partnerships 
for Success State and 
Tribal Initiative (SPF-
PFS) 

Substance Abuse 
& Mental Health 
Services Adminis. 

SP-14-004 Certain state 
governments 

5/14/2014   

93.270 Reduce Hepatitis 
Infections by Treatment 
and Integrated Prevention 
Services  (Hepatitis-TIPS) 
among Non-urban Young 
Persons Who Inject 
Drugs 

Centers for 
Disease Control 
and Prevention 

RFA-PS-14-OO4 State and local 
governments, 
IHEs 

4/14/2014  

93.283 Planning and 
Management of a Public 
Health Communication 
and Community 
Engagement Technical 
Assistance Cooperative 
Agreement 

Centers for 
Disease Control 
and Prevention 

CDC-RFA-CD11-
110104CONT14  

Continuation of 
funds for grantees 
previously 
awarded under 
CDC-RFA-CD11-
1101-04CONT14 

4/17/2014   

93.283 Development, Operation, 
and Evaluation of an 
Entertainment Education 
Program 

Centers for 
Disease Control 
and Prevention 

CDC-RFA-CD12-
120103CONT14  

Continuation of 
funds for grantees 
previously 
awarded under 
CDC-RFA-CD12-
120103CONT14 

4/17/2014  

93.283 Collaboration for 
Improving &amp; 
Promoting Standardized 
Cancer Staging Using the 
Collaborative Stage Data 
Collection System 

Centers for 
Disease Control 
and Prevention 

CDC-RFA-DP13-
131002CONT14  

Continuation of 
funds for grantees 
previously 
awarded under 
DP13-1310 

4/18/2014   

93.318 Public Health Systems 
Capacity Building in 
Central Asia 

Centers for 
Disease Control 
and Prevention 

CDC-RFA-GH14-1417 State and local 
governments, 
IHEs 

5/1/2014  

93.398 Feasibility Studies to 
Build Collaborative 
Partnerships in Cancer 
Research (P20) 

National Institutes 
of Health 

PAR-14-152 State and local 
governments, 
IHEs 

3/19/2015   

93.521 PPHF 2014 Epidemiology 
and Laboratory Capacity 
for Infectious Diseases 
(ELC) - Building and 
Strengthening 
Epidemiology, Laboratory 
and Health Information 
Systems Capacity in 
State and Local Health 
Departments 

Centers for 
Disease Control 
and Prevention 

CDC-RFA-CK14-
1401PPHF14 

Current ELC 
grantees funded 
under CI10-1012 
and/or CK12-1201 

5/14/2014  

93.557 Street Outreach Program Administration for 
Children & 
Families - 
ACYF/FYSB 

HHS-2014-ACF-
ACYF-YO-0790 

State and local 
governments, 
IHEs 

5/12/2014 X 

93.623 Basic Center Program Administration for 
Children & 
Families - 

HHS-2014-ACF-
ACYF-CY-0792 

State and local 
governments, 
IHEs 

5/12/2014 X 
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ACYF/FYSB 

93.847 Limited Competition for 
the Continuation of the 
Diabetes Prevention 
Program Outcomes Study 
(DPPOS) (U01) 

National Institutes 
of Health 

RFA-DK-14-501 IHEs 5/28/2014   

93.940 Secretary's Minority AIDS 
Initiative Funding 

Centers for 
Disease Control 
and Prevention 

CDC-RFA-PS12-
121003CONT14 

Continuation of 
funds for grantees 
previously 
awarded under 
CDC-RFA-CD12-
120103CONT14  

5/15/2014  

93.945 State Public Health 
Approaches to Improving 
Arthritis Outcomes 

Centers for 
Disease Control 
and Prevention 

CDC-RFA-DP12-
121003CONT14  

Continuation of 
funds for grantees 
previously 
awarded under 
DP12-1210 

3/17/2014   

93.947 To Strengthen 
Collaboration between 
CDC and the National TB 
Controller and the 
National TB Nurse 
Coalition   

Centers for 
Disease Control 
and Prevention 

CDC-RFA-PS12-
120503CONT14  

Continuation of 
funds for grantees 
previously 
awarded under 
FOA number 
PS12-1205 under 
Award Number 
U52PS0003771-
02 

4/22/2014  

93.113+ Early Stage Development 
of Technologies in 
Biomedical Computing, 
Informatics, and Big Data 
Science (R01)  

National Institutes 
of Health 

PA-14-155 State and local 
governments, 
IHEs 

5/7/2017   

93.113+ Extended Development, 
Hardening and 
Dissemination of 
Technologies in 
Biomedical Computing, 
Informatics and Big Data 
Science (R01)  

National Institutes 
of Health 

PA-14-156 State and local 
governments, 
IHEs 

5/7/2017  

93.242+ Temporal Dynamics of 
Neurophysiological 
Patterns as Potential 
Targets for Treating 
Cognitive Deficits  in 
Brain Disorders (R01)  

National Institutes 
of Health 

PAR-14-153 State and local 
governments, 
IHEs 

5/7/2017   

93.242+ Temporal Dynamics of 
Neurophysiological 
Patterns as Potential 
Targets for Treating 
Cognitive Deficits  in 
Brain Disorders (R21)  

National Institutes 
of Health 

PAR-14-158 State and local 
governments, 
IHEs 

5/7/2017  

93.855+ Partnerships for 
Diagnostics to Address 
Antimicrobial Resistance 
of Select Bacterial 
Pathogens (R01) 

National Institutes 
of Health 

RFA-AI-14-019 State and local 
governments, 
IHEs 

6/19/2014   

97.042 Fiscal Year (FY) 2014 
Emergency Management 
Performance Grant 
Program - Region 1 

Department of 
Homeland 
Security - FEMA 

DHS-14-GPD-042-
001-01 

State governments 4/9/2014 X 

97.042 Fiscal Year (FY) 2014 Department of DHS-14-GPD-042- State governments 4/9/2014 X 
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Emergency Management 
Performance Grant 
Program - Region 2 

Homeland 
Security - FEMA 

002-01 

97.042 Fiscal Year (FY) 2014 
Emergency Management 
Performance Grant 
Program - Region 3 

Department of 
Homeland 
Security - FEMA 

DHS-14-GPD-042-
003-01 

State governments 4/9/2014 X 

97.042 Fiscal Year (FY) 2014 
Emergency Management 
Performance Grant 
Program - Region 4 

Department of 
Homeland 
Security - FEMA 

DHS-14-GPD-042-
004-01 

State governments 4/9/2014 X 

97.042 Fiscal Year (FY) 2014 
Emergency Management 
Performance Grant 
Program - Region 5 

Department of 
Homeland 
Security - FEMA 

DHS-14-GPD-042-
005-01 

State governments 4/9/2014 X 

97.042 Fiscal Year (FY) 2014 
Emergency Management 
Performance Grant 
Program - Region 6 

Department of 
Homeland 
Security - FEMA 

DHS-14-GPD-042-
006-01 

State governments 4/9/2014 X 

97.042 Fiscal Year (FY) 2014 
Emergency Management 
Performance Grant 
Program - Region 7 

Department of 
Homeland 
Security - FEMA 

DHS-14-GPD-042-
007-01 

State governments 4/9/2014 X 

97.042 Fiscal Year (FY) 2014 
Emergency Management 
Performance Grant 
Program - Region 8 

Department of 
Homeland 
Security - FEMA 

DHS-14-GPD-042-
008-01 

State governments 4/9/2014 X 

97.042 Fiscal Year (FY) 2014 
Emergency Management 
Performance Grant 
Program - Region 9 

Department of 
Homeland 
Security - FEMA 

DHS-14-GPD-042-
009-01 

State governments 4/9/2014 X 

97.042 Fiscal Year (FY) 2014 
Emergency Management 
Performance Grant 
Program - Region 10 

Department of 
Homeland 
Security - FEMA 

DHS-14-GPD-042-
010-01 

State governments 4/9/2014 X 
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