
 

Dear Alumnus,  

The last Notes from the Dean included a survey asking for your 
input on the types of stories you would like to see more (or less) of 
in coming newsletters. 

Thank you for your feedback! We heard back from nearly 70 alumni 
and your responses reflect the diversity of our college. People had 
quite differing views about what they would like to see in future 
newsletters. 

Overall, the most popular topics were stories about academics and 
programs in the college, followed closely by stories about faculty. 
Here’s the entire list, in descending order of popularity: 

1. Stories about academics/programs in the college 
2. Stories about faculty 
3. Alumni awards and achievements 
4. College events  
5. Profiles of alumni 
6. Campus events of interest to the local community 
7. Profiles of faculty 
8. Stories about students 
9. Life on campus 

We will keep your preferences in mind as we move forward in our 
communications with you, and again, a big thanks to those of you 
who took the time to respond. 

'Arlington Fellows' programs give students a 
taste  
of internship 
immersion 

Mason has some excellent 
facilities at its Arlington campus. 
The campus is close to the Metro 
system and Washington, D.C., 
and it hosts several unique 
amenities. To take advantage of 
these facilities, the college has 
introduced two “Arlington 
Fellows” programs: the Global Politics Fellows, geared towards 
juniors and seniors majoring in government and international 
politics or global affairs, and the Nonprofit Fellows, in which the 
participating students earn a nonprofit studies minor at the 
completion of the program.  

Each of the semester-long programs is built upon a structure of 

 

Women Writing Now: A 
Discussion About Contemporary 
American Writers 
Room 3334, Student Union I 
Tuesday, March 18 
7 p.m. 

Let the Fire Burn: Film and Media 
Studies Visiting Filmmakers 
Series 
Johnson Center Cinema 
Wednesday, March 19 
7:30 p.m. 

The Knight and the Goddess: 
Television News Mythmaking 
about Immigrants 
Room 163, Research Hall 
Thursday, March 20 
4:30 p.m. 
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three core courses and a six-credit internship with a local 
government agency or nonprofit organization. The courses are 
offered two days per week to a cohort of students, allowing them to 
spend the remainder of the week working at their internships.  

Students have been enthusiastic about the connections they have 
made in the course of working with their peers, and some of the 
internships have grown into full-time job prospects for the interns. 

We hope that you will read more about the programs in the spring 
2014 edition of the college’s Cornerstone magazine, due out in 
May. Further, if your organization has an internship to offer a 
college student, we hope you might consider participating in one of 
the programs. 

Alumna uses running to promote healthy 
relationships 

Karen Bontrager, BA ’11, started the No 
Fear in Love six-mile run in 2011 to raise 
awareness about the issue of teen dating 
violence. Drawing on the strength and 
confidence that she has gained from the 
practice of running for exercise, 
Bontrager seeks to highlight the 
importance of healthy partner 
relationships.  

The fourth annual run was held on 
Sunday, Feb. 23, in Fairfax, Virginia. 
Bontrager hopes to use the annual six-
mile race to eventually fund scholarships for teen dating violence 
survivors. 

Returning to where we started with the survey, please remember 
that the third most-requested stories are about alumni awards and 
achievements. However, we can’t tell those stories unless we hear 
them. Thus, as always, alumni, we hope to hear from you! Please 
share your news with us. 

Yours in Patriot Pride, 

 
Deborah A. Boehm-Davis 
Dean, College of Humanities and Social Sciences 
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