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Letter from the Provost

George Mason University is fervently committed 
to the environment and mindful of the impact 
we have on it, from our own communities to the 
region and beyond. This commitment is evident 
in Mason’s signing of the United Nations Global 
Compact in the summer of 2012, and honoring the 
compact’s principles based upon human rights, labor, 
environment and anti-corruption. As a microcosm of 
the surrounding regional and global communities, Mason provides fertile soil to 
explore ways to live more mindfully on the planet.

This summer, Mason’s annual series Seminars and Special Topics focuses 
on Sustainability. Environmental subjects, from Human Dimensions of the 
Environment to Leadership Development for Sustainability, offer students and 
faculty an opportunity to engage in a meaningful dialogue on this crucial topic. 
The interdisciplinary subject area will address Leslie Paul Thiele’s statement, 
“It [sustainability] entails satisfying current needs without sacrificing future 
well-being through the balanced pursuit of ecological health, economic welfare, 
social empowerment, and cultural creativity by increasing awareness at all 
levels.”

I look forward to our campus conversations on Sustainability and hope you will 
pursue this and other opportunities to broaden your knowledge as an active 
global citizen.

Peter N. Stearns

Provost



United Nations Global Compact
Ten Principles

Human Rights

1) Support and respect the protection of internationally proclaimed human 
rights.

2) Ensure that institution is not complicit in human rights abuses.

Labor

3) Uphold the freedom of association and the effective recognition of the right to 
collective bargaining.

4) Eliminate all forms of forced or compulsory labor.

5) Work to abolish child labor.

6) Eliminate discrimination in respect of employment and occupation.

Environment

7) Support a precautionary approach to environmental challenges.

8) Untertake initiatives to promote greater environmental responsibility.

9) Encourage the development and diffusion of environmentally friendly 
technologies.

Anti-Corruption

10) Work against corruption in all of its forms.
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EVPP 336 A01 

Human Dimensions of the Environment 
Instructor: Susan A. Crate

Session A: May 19 - June 27 
CRN: 41351
Meeting Days: MTWR 
Time: 7:30-9:20am 
Location: Music Theater Building, Room 1008

From a survival standpoint we are at a critical juncture on planet earth. We are 
facing complex environmental problems that increasingly threaten the balance 
necessary to sustain the earth’s diverse ecosystems. We continue to and have 
already lost many plant and animal species that are vital to the biodiversity that 
is the foundation for ecosystem health. We continue to destroy habitat and to 
generate far more waste, in solid, liquid and gaseous forms, than our planet is 
able to neutralize. How do we strike a balance between the reality of our many 
ecological crises and our personal, professional and collective response? What is 
the difference between being environmentally aware and being environmentally 
literate? How can we be part of the solution and not part of the problem? 

In this course we will grapple with these questions and focus on positive change. 
We will explore our own environmental values, develop our environmental 
literacy and a capacity for place-based ecology, and investigate various ways 
that our fellow humans are involved in “The Great Turning,” the transition from 
the Industrial Growth Society to a Life-Sustaining Society. We will develop a 
biospheric perspective, an awareness of our planet’s terrestrial system– including 
air, land and water– in which life develops. In tandem, we will also develop 
an understanding of the ethnosphere, the full complexity and compliment of 
human potential as brought about by culture and adaptation since the dawn of 
consciousness.

Three key assumptions underlie this course: (1) All life on earth is faced with 
complex and unprecedented environmental issues that threaten its survival; 
(2) Homo sapiens (humans) have been and are the main agent of these life-
threatening environmental issues; (3) Humans have a unique creative capacity 
that can turn things around if they can become environmentally literate and take 
action now.

UNDERGRADUATE 
COURSE LISTING



EVPP 337 A01 

Environmental Policymaking in Developing 
Countries 
Intructor: Vivek Prasad

Session A: May 19 - June 27 
CRN: 40280
Meeting Days: MTWR
Time: 9:30-11:20 am 
Location: Thompson Hall, Room 2022

Developing countries face many, daunting problems such as widespread poverty, 
scarce opportunities for employment, and a lack of development. Much attention 
in developing countries has thus been given to addressing these challenges 
through economic growth policies that may often lead to overexploiting natural 
resources and lowering environmental quality. However, economic growth 
cannot persist indefinitely if it entails continuous degradation of natural 
resources and the environment.

This course provides an overview of complexities of the environmental policy 
process in developing countries around the world. During classes, we will 
examine environmental issues that are prevalent in developing countries such 
as water scarcity, deforestation, overfishing, and desertification, etc. We will 
explore the distinctive characteristics of developing countries that may advance 
or limit their ability for sound environmental decision/policy-making, including 
their economic structure (almost always natural resource-based), governance, 
cultural history, demographics, urbanization, and other factors. We will also 
examine international policy regimes or initiatives that influence environmental 
policy-making and implementation in developing countries. The principles 
of sustainability and action plans balancing the requirements for economic 
development, environmental quality and social justice in a developing country 
context will be highlighted throughout all classes. 
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EVPP 361 A01 

Introduction to Environmental Policy 
Instructor: Younsung, Kim

Session A: May 19 - June 27 
CRN: 40666
Meeting Days: MTWR 
Time: 9:30-11:20am
Location: Music Theater Building, Room 1002

This course provides an introduction to the complex world of environmental 
politics and policy. We will begin with the history of US environmental policy 
since the 1970s and then move to a detailed exploration of policymaking in the 
environmental arena, considering economic, ecological, and ethical aspects. 
We will assess efforts to manage natural resources effectively and mitigate the 
adverse effects of environmental pollution. We will explore environmental 
issues at the local, state, and national levels in the US as well as global concerns 
such as biodiversity loss, energy supply and demand, and climate change. The 
overarching theme of sustainability will serve as a focus for our analysis and 
activities. 

EVPP 480 X01 

Sustainability in Action
Instructor: Daniel, Sklarew

Session X: May 19 - June 17
CRN: 41504
Meeting Days: TR 
Time: 10:00-4:00pm
Location: Innovation Hall, Room 207

Sustainability - meeting humanity’s needs forever. Great in principle, but how 
do we put this into practice in our daily lives? This upbeat course provides 
participants the opportunity to explore the choices, skills and knowledge we 
can apply to live more sustainably at personal through community scales. 
In workshop format, we will pursue sustainability in action through diverse 
activities involving energy use, food, land, transportation, consumption and 
waste. From beekeeping to up-cycling, we will discover many ways to put 
sustainability into action at home, work, school and beyond. Practical, hands-
on training provided in partnership with the Mason Sustainability Institute will 
complement discourse with sustainability practitioners, site visits and student-
generated action research projects.  We will realize triple bottom line practices 
that value people, our prosperity and our shared planet. Participants will learn 
how to thrive by helping to meet the needs of our community and our society.



EVPP 490 C01

Ecological Sustainability
Instructor: Dr. Changwoo Ahn

Session C: June 30 - August 8
CRN: 41529
Meeting Day: T 
Time: 4:00-6:40 pm 
Location: Exploratory Hall, Room L502

This course will help students fully experience techniques and methods used to 
do a research project in ecological sustainability. It complements the existing 
course “Ecological Sustainability” (EVPP 378/BIOL 379). Whereas the Ecological 
Sustainability course focuses on intense literature review combined with a 
research project experience of conducting an ecological sustainability by learning 
several techniques involved in studying plants, soils and water. Students will have 
an intense, month long field project that will teach them how to do a field science 
project on ecological sustainability.

GCH 360 A01 

Health and Environment
Instructor: Anna, Pollack

Session A: May 19 - June 27
CRN: 41096
 Online

Health and Environment will examine principles and methods, risk factors, 
prevention and control, and policies related to the aspects of human health 
determined by biological, physical, and chemical factors in the environment at 
the local, regional, and global levels.
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GEOL 315 X01

Managing and Creating Sustainable 
Habitats
Instructors: Julia Nord and Thomas Wood 

Session X: June 15 – June 28
CRN: 41677
Location: Off Campus Location 
 (Northern Piedmont) 

Students will understand the needs of creating and maintaining a diversity of 
habitats, develop the skills of basic map making and use of surveying equipment 
(pace and compass, transits, GPS) and create and implement a final project 
to maintain existing or construct new habitats in keeping with the mission of 
Environmental Studies on the Piedmont (ES).

ES is a private research, education and conservation organization headquartered 
on a 914 acre field station in the Northern Piedmont with upland forest, meadow, 
wetland, vernal pool, stream, pond and small lake habitats. Students will live at 
the Field Station. A course fee of $700.00 will cover class expenses, overnight 
accommodation dorm room styles, and 3 meals a day. Cross-listed with NCLC 
398 X01

GGS 102 A01 

Physical Geography 
Instructor:  Patricia Boudinot

Session A: May 19 - June 27
CRN: 40411
 Online

Physical Geography introduces students to the basic concepts and fundamentals 
of the Earth system. The course will cover earth/sun relations, weather, climate, 
soils, vegetation, geology, and landforms; and introduce the student to types 
and uses of maps. In addition to the physical characteristics, through content 
and discussions, this course will focus on the international awareness of 
environmental issues and protection.

Students will complete a final project based on the question “Why do people live 
close to an active volcano?



GGS 103 A01 

Human Geography 
Instructor: Patricia Boudinot

Session A:   May 19 - June 27
CRN: 41462
 Online

Human Geography introduces students to the study of patterns and processes 
that have shaped the use and modification of the Earth’s surface by humans. Key 
chapters introduce students to sustainability. Key chapters introduce students to 
sustainability in areas such as agriculture: within the last twelve thousand years, 
farmers have possessed very specific knowledge of their environmental conditions 
and certain technology for modifying the landscape.

Students will complete a final project on the human impact in the Chesapeake Bay.

GGS 312 A01 

Physical Climatology
Instructor: Dr. Paul R. Houser

Session A:   May 19 - June 27
CRN: 41463
 Online

Quantitative description of nature and theory of the climate system, dynamics of 
atmosphere-ocean-land surface, internal interactions and response to external 
forcing, description of the climate record and simple climate models.  This 
course centers around a class project to develop climate indicators designed to 
inform decision makers and the public about ecological, economic, and social 
sustainability in a dynamic climate.
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NCLC 375 A01 

Leadership Development for Sustainability
Instructor: Dr. Wendy Wagner

Session A:   May 19 - June 27
CRN: 41447
Meeting Days: MTWR 
Time: 1:30-3:20pm
Location: Thompson Hall, Room 1017

The ability to have an influence on creating a sustainable world requires not 
only scientific knowledge and skills but also attention to one’s leadership 
development.  In this course, students will explore the interdisciplinary research 
in leadership studies through it’s application to the context of sustainability.  
Through guest speakers from federal government agencies and NGO’s as 
well as students’ personal experiences, the class will analyze real-world cases 
through the lenses of leadership theory.  Students will attend to their own 
personal development as sustainability leaders, reflecting on their engagement 
in leadership processes such as collaboration, collective visioning and decision-
making, conflict, use of various forms of power, responding to and influencing 
change, coalition building, and others.  

NCLC 398 X01

Managing and Creating Sustainable 
Habitats
Instructors: Thomas Wood and Julia Nord

Session X: June 15 - June 28
CRN: 41677
Location: Off Campus Location 
 (Northern Piedmont)

Students will understand the needs of creating and maintaining a diversity of 
habitats, develop the skills of basic map making and use of surveying equipment 
(pace and compass, transits, GPS) and create and implement a final project 
to maintain existing or construct new habitats in keeping with the mission of 
Environmental Studies on the Piedmont (ES).

ES is a private research, education and conservation organization headquartered 
on a 914 acre field station in the Northern Piedmont with upland forest, meadow, 
wetland, vernal pool, stream, pond and small lake habitats. Students will live at 
the Field Station. A course fee of $700.00 will cover class expenses, overnight 
accommodation dorm room styles, and 3 meals a day. Cross-listed with GEOL 
315 X01



SPAN 480 B01 

Border Narratives of Sustainability
Instructor: Ricardo F. Vivancos Pérez

Session B:   June 2 - July 22
CRN: 40918
Meeting Days: TR 
Time: 4:30 – 7:10pm
Location: Music Theater Building, Room 1008

  
This course will engage students in the analysis of sustainability issues in relation 
to aesthetic activism and cultural creativity at the U.S.-Mexico Border. In the 
context of Border Studies, i.e. considering the borderlands as an overarching 
metaphor of intercultural exchange, we will study sustainability with a focus on 
social empowerment and human rights issues. To contextualize our discussions, 
we will look into the convergence of grassroots activism, scholarship, and 
creativity in a variety of texts and representations including fiction, poetry, 
essays, memoirs, films, documentaries, and visual and decorative arts. With a 
transnational and interdisciplinary point of view, the course covers the following 
topics: Chicano environmental struggles in the Southwest, ecofeminism, 
immigration, gender violence and the maquiladora industry, and science fiction 
environmental narratives. Main objectives of this course include fostering 
comparative critical thinking, transdisciplinary research, and ethical commitment 
in the study of sustainability and its relation to creativity and imagination. Cross-
listed with SPAN 551 B01

Senior undergraduate and graduate course in the Spanish Program. Class is 
taught in Spanish.
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BIOL 582 C01 

Estuarine and Coastal Ecology Laboratory
Instructor: Kim de Mutsert

Session C:  June 30 - August 8 
CRN:  41878 
Meeting Days: TR and S
Time:  4:00-6:40pm (TR) and 
 1200:-2:40pm (S) 
Location:  Innovation Hall, Room 135 

This course will focus on the Chesapeake Bay from freshwater tidal to Atlantic 
coastal. As we move through the course, we will build understanding of the 
effects of human use of the Chesapeake Bay watershed on this ecosystem and 
the organisms living in it. Students will work in teams to design and execute 
a field project and take three field trips during which we sample a gradient in 
the Chesapeake Bay from the upper Potomac River to the Atlantic Ocean. Field 
components will include water quality monitoring, and collections of plants, 
algae, invertebrates and fish. Lab components will include identification of 
invertebrates and fish, nutrient and Chlorophyll analysis, and data analysis and 
interpretation. Students will gain experience in developing a project and skills 
performing field research in various components of estuarine ecology. Students 
will also strengthen their teamwork, presentation, and scientific writing abilities. 
They will develop a deeper understanding of the effects of anthropogenic impacts 
on the natural environment. The lectures and synthesis of results will educate 
students about the current environmental condition of the Chesapeake Bay, and 
how we can improve the status and sustainable use of this aquatic ecosystem.  
Cross-listed with EVPP 582 C01

EDUC 597 A01 

Gender and Sustainable Development
Instructor: Dr. Supriya, Baily

Session A: May 19 - June 27 
CRN: 41860
Meeting Days:  MTWR and Online
Time: 9:30-11:20 am 
Location: Robinson Hall, Room A412

While the rhetoric around gender and development ebbs and flows from year 
to year, the reality is that 50% of the world’s population lives in less than ideal 
conditions.  Sustainable development – whether it is economic, ecological, 
cultural or political, requires a more explicit understanding of the role gender 
plays in such movements.  This course will explore the theoretical and practical 
implications of gender in the context of sustainable development programs.  The 

GRADUATE 
COURSE LISTING



course will take students through a critical analysis to define for themselves 
answers to questions such as: What is sustainable development?  What are the 
integral responsibilities in sustainable development when we consider gender? 
How are economic, social, political, legal, and cultural issues in sustainable 
development addressed (or not) when taking gender into account?  The course 
will look at global programs that include developed, emerging and developing 
countries.  Using a critical framework, the course will highlight the intersections, 
critiques, successes and participation of gender related stakeholders in the 
development process while also deconstructing the myths that exist particularly 
when it comes to the role of women in sustainable development.   Cross-listed 
with EDUC 797 A02

EDUC 797 A02

Gender and Sustainable Development
Instructor: Dr. Supriya, Baily

Session A: May 19 - June 27  
CRN: 41861
Meeting Days: MTWR and Online
Time: 9:30-11:20 am 
Location: Robinson Hall, Room A412

While the rhetoric around gender and development ebbs and flows from year 
to year, the reality is that 50% of the world’s population lives in less than ideal 
conditions.  Sustainable development – whether it is economic, ecological, 
cultural or political, requires a more explicit understanding of the role gender 
plays in such movements.  This course will explore the theoretical and practical 
implications of gender in the context of sustainable development programs.  The 
course will take students through a critical analysis to define for themselves 
answers to questions such as: What is sustainable development?  What are the 
integral responsibilities in sustainable development when we consider gender? 
How are economic, social, political, legal, and cultural issues in sustainable 
development addressed (or not) when taking gender into account?  The course 
will look at global programs that include developed, emerging and developing 
countries.  Using a critical framework, the course will highlight the intersections, 
critiques, successes and participation of gender related stakeholders in the 
development process while also deconstructing the myths that exist particularly 
when it comes to the role of women in sustainable development.   Cross-listed 
with EDUC 597 A01
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EVPP 582 C01 

Estuarine and Coastal Ecology Laboratory
Instructor: Kim de Mutsert

Session C: June 30 - August 8
CRN: 41877
Meeting Days: TR and S
Time: 4:00-6:40pm (TR) and 12:00-2:40pm 
(S)
Location: Innovation Hall, Room 135

This course will focus on the Chesapeake Bay from freshwater tidal to Atlantic 
coastal. As we move through the course, we will build understanding of the 
effects of human use of the Chesapeake Bay watershed on this ecosystem and 
the organisms living in it. Students will work in teams to design and execute 
a field project and take three field trips during which we sample a gradient in 
the Chesapeake Bay from the upper Potomac River to the Atlantic Ocean. Field 
components will include water quality monitoring, and collections of plants, algae, 
invertebrates and fish. Lab components will include identification of invertebrates 
and fish, nutrient and Chlorophyll  analysis, and data analysis and interpretation. 
Students will gain experience in developing a project and skills performing field 
research in various components of estuarine ecology. Students will also strengthen 
their teamwork, presentation, and scientific writing abilities. They will develop 
a deeper understanding of the effects of anthropogenic impacts on the natural 
environment. The lectures and synthesis of results will educate students about the 
current environmental condition of the Chesapeake Bay, and how we can improve 
the status and sustainable use of this aquatic ecosystem.  Cross-listed with BIOL 
582 C01

GCH 762 X01

Environmental Epidemiology
Instructor: Anna Pollack

Session X: May 19 -  June 17
CRN: 41095
Meeting Days: MT (Online) 
Time:  5:45-6:45pm

Environmental Epidemiology provides an introduction to topics and methods 
in environmental epidemiology. Topic areas include pollutants affecting 
human health, such as: heavy metals, the built environment, persistent organic 
pollutants, endocrine disrupting chemicals, climate change, and environmental 
justice. 



SPAN 551 B01

Border Narratives of Sustainability
Instructor: Ricardo F. Vivancos Pérez

Session B: June 2 - July 22
CRN: 41473
Meeting Days: TR 
Time: 4:30 – 7:10pm
Location: Music Theater Building, Room 1008

This course will engage students in the analysis of sustainability issues in relation 
to aesthetic activism and cultural creativity at the U.S.-Mexico Border. In the 
context of Border Studies, i.e. considering the borderlands as an overarching 
metaphor of intercultural exchange, we will study sustainability with a focus on 
social empowerment and human rights issues. To contextualize our discussions, 
we will look into the convergence of grassroots activism, scholarship, and 
creativity in a variety of texts and representations including fiction, poetry, 
essays, memoirs, films, documentaries, and visual and decorative arts. With a 
transnational and interdisciplinary point of view, the course covers the following 
topics: Chicano environmental struggles in the Southwest, ecofeminism, 
immigration, gender violence and the maquiladora industry, and science fiction 
environmental narratives. Main objectives of this course include fostering 
comparative critical thinking, transdisciplinary research, and ethical commitment 
in the study of sustainability and its relation to creativity and imagination. Cross-
listed with SPAN 480 B01. 

Senior undergraduate and graduate course in the Spanish Program. Class is 
taught in Spanish

Other Opportunities
Mason Sustainability Institute 
http://msi.gmu.edu

The Mason Sustainability Institute (MSI) offers free workshops on sustainable 
living skills for the Mason and surrounding community. During summer session 
A, the MSI will be offering four workshops around the theme of sustainable 
living, with skills to help you attain a sustainable lifestyle. These workshops 
will cover topics such as transportation, sustainable food, energy, efficient use 
of resources, and landscaping techniques for ecological restoration. For more 
information please contact us at 703-993-5301 or msi@gmu.edu.

A special thank you to Andrew Wingfield, Provost’s Fellow for 
Sustainability Studies, for his assistance with this year’s Seminars 
and Special Topics in Sustainability.
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Contact Information

Office of the Provost 
Office of Special Projects & Summer Term 
4400 University Drive, MS 5D1 
Fairfax, Virginia 22030 
Phone: 703-993-2300; Fax: 703-993-3942 
http://summer.gmu.edu

Fees and Tuition
Application Fee: $60.00 

Tuition: Undergraduate 
$404.50 per credit (In-state) 
$1,183.00 per credit (Out-of-state) 

Graduate 
Rates vary by program; please visit 
http://studentaccounts.gmu.edu/tuition.html 

How to Register 
Non-Degree Seeking Students
 

•	 Complete	the	non-degree	application	at	
 http://admissions.gmu.edu/ApplyNow/, and the 

Virginia in-state tuition application and submit. 
•	 A	letter	will	be	mailed	to	you	confirming	your	

eligibility to enroll in non-degree studies. The letter 
will include a PIN (personal identification number) 
which you will need to register. 

•	 Decide	on	the	course(s)	you	want	to	take	and	
register beginning March 24, 2014 at 

 https://patriotweb.gmu.edu. 

Mason Students

If you are currently a Mason student, decide on the 
course(s) you want to take and register.


