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U.S. Debt Ceiling. U.S. Treasury Secretary Jack Lew this week urged Congress not to wait until the 11th 

hour to increase the nation’s borrowing authority. His urgings came as the federal government hit the debt 

limit Tuesday, triggering extraordinary actions and the Secretary’s warnings that Congress will need to 

act on legislation to raise the nation’s debt limit by late February to avoid insolvency and default, noting 

that the action was critical in the interests of providing “certainty and stability to the economy and 

financial markets.” The last time Congress refused to act until the 11
th
 hour in 2011, there were down-

gradings affecting more than 1,000 municipalities. Under the legislation agreed to last October to reopen 

the federal government, Congress agreed to suspend the nation’s $16.7 trillion borrowing cap until Feb. 

7
th
―on that date, the U.S. borrowing limit was automatically increased to cover all governmental 

borrowing done during the suspended period―and on that date, without an increase, the U.S. Treasury 

will begin to employ its set of “extraordinary measures” to free up room under the cap to remain current 

on payments, including the suspension of State and Local Government Series (SLGS) securities―with 

Treasury announcing the suspension of the SLGS will take effect at noon today and be in place until 

further notice. SLGS are purchased by municipal bond issuers that are subject to arbitrage rebate or yield 

restriction requirements of the tax code and want to avoid violating them. State and local governments 

often purchase SLGS for advance refunding escrows to ensure their investment yield will not significantly 

exceed the yield of their refunding bonds in order to make sure they will not violate federal yield 

restriction mandates. While in previous debt crises, these measures have permitted Congress months to 

haggle over the borrowing cap, the changes enacted last fall mean there will be a much shorter timeline 

this spring, potentially impacting tax refunds and Build America bond payments to state and local 

governments, as well as risking credit down-gradings for hundreds of state and local governments. In his 

comments Monday, Secretary Lew noted that it may be possible for congressional Democrats and 

Republicans to work together on corporate tax reform and infrastructure investment: “I believe that 

infrastructure investment is something we badly need,” warning that the extraordinary measures Treasury 

can use to continue financing the government after the debt limit is reinstated will be exhausted more 

quickly this time than in the past, because while in  previous battles over the debt ceiling, such as last 

May, when the Treasury was able to take extraordinary measures until mid-October. But this month, he 

noted, the federal government traditionally spends much more than it brings in, driven by federal tax 

refunds. For each of the past 12 years, the government has run a bigger deficit in February than in any 

other month. Last year, the February deficit was $203.5 billion. In April, when many people pay taxes 

they owe, the government ran a surplus of $112.9 billion. The Internal Revenue Service processed 45.9 

million tax returns for the week ended March 1, 2013, paying out $135 billion in refunds, according to 

IRS data. It processed 45.9 million additional tax returns the following week, paying out a further $154.7 

billion in refunds. The struggle over the federal debt came as the Congressional Budget Office this week 

reported it expects a $514 billion U.S. deficit in 2014, down from last year’s $680 billion deficit. For 

2015, CBO predicts a $478 billion shortfall, with a $539 billion deficit in 2016, $581 billion on 2017, 

$655 billion in 2018, $752 billion in 2019, $836 billion in 2020, $912 billion in 2021, $1.031 trillion in 
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2022, $1.047 trillion in 2023, and $1.074 trillion in 2024. The CBO forecasts economic growth of 3.1% in 

2014, fourth quarter to fourth quarter, 3.4% in 2015, 3.4% in 2016 and 2.7% in 2017. The CBO projects 

unemployment will decline to 6.7% in 2014, fourth quarter to fourth quarter, 6.3% in 2015, and 6.0% in 

2016. 

Changing Nature of Job Cuts. The Tax Policy Center this week noted the federal workforce has 

decreased about 3%, or 75,000 positions, from last year, in contrast to the slightly positive growth (0.3%) 

for the state and local sector. That means that overall, government employment has not grown for five 

years when you take out temporary workers hired to 

take the census in 2010, so that there are 730,000 

fewer government jobs since the peak in January 

2009, with about 10% of the decline coming from federal 

employment and 90% from the state and local workforce. 

The federal job losses were not evenly spread, however, 

as you can see from the TPC chart—the greatest losses 

came in the south and west, where federal employment 

makes up about 2% of total jobs.  From December 2011 to 

December 2013, the federal workforce was cut by 

37,300 in the South. In contrast, TPC’s last State Economic Monitor shows that only six states had no net 

loss of federal jobs: Idaho, New Hampshire, North Dakota, Utah, Vermont, and Wyoming. California and 

Texas experienced the biggest declines in federal jobs; however, in percentage terms, Alaska experienced 

the largest contraction, losing almost 8% of its federal workforce by last December compared to a year 

ago, with Arkansas, Kansas, Montana, New Jersey, and Washington each experiencing losses in excess of 

4%. TPC noted that “Although overall state and local employment increased in 2013, twenty-two states 

reported a decline from the prior year. This loss of human capital has already begun to affect government 

services, most alarmingly education, which accounted for 60% of the local government decline in 

employment from 2009 to 2013. Thus while our economic monitor shows some cautious improvement in 

other employment indicators, declining public sector employment, particularly in the federal government, 

continue to drag down the recovery.” 

Farm Bill. The Senate voted 68-32 to pass and send to the President the nearly $1 trillion farm bill, which 

President Obama is to sign today at Michigan State University. The new law will expand crop insurance 

subsidies for farmers by $7 billion over a decade and create new 

subsidies for rice and peanut growers, but cut food stamp 

assistance affecting 850,000 American households, about 1.7 

million people spread across 15 states, who would lose an 

average of $90 per month in benefits because of the cuts in 

the food stamp program. As adopted, the new law will reduce 

spending on the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program (SNAP) or food stamps by $8 billion and reduce farm 

subsidies by $19 billion over that period. The agreement includes a 

one-year extension of the Payments in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) program through the current federal fiscal 

year. The final bill, known as the Agricultural Act of 2014, was announced late Monday. President 

Obama is expected to sign the bill, House and Senate agriculture leaders said in a conference call on 

Tuesday. Under the PILT program, the federal government makes payments to local governments to help 

offset the losses in property tax revenues that occur because of the presence of federal lands in their 

jurisdictions. The Interior Department calculates the amount of the payments, and distributes them 

annually in June. Without an extension of funding, local governments would not receive payments this 

year. About 1,900 local governments were allocated a total of about $400 million in PILT payments in 

fiscal 2013, which ended on Sept. 30.  

http://www.taxpolicycenter.org/UploadedPDF/412996-State-Economic-Monitor-January-2014.pdf
http://taxvox.taxpolicycenter.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/fed-cuts-in-employment1.png
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Flooding the Debt. In the face of rising waters—and rising flood insurance payments 

under federal law intended to reduce the federal deficit, the Senate has blinked in the 

face of coastal property owners complaining about bigger insurance bills. Under current 

federal law, rates have been rising to reflect the true risk of living in flood-prone areas, 

so that some property owners’ annual premiums rose to several thousand dollars, from a 

few hundred, leading the Senate to pass and send to the House Administration-opposed legislation, 

S.1926, the Homeowner Flood Insurance Affordability Act, on a vote of 67-32. Action in the House is not 

yet assured, but there are indications that the House will consider a modified version of the Senate 

proposal. Just last year, Congress enacted the Biggert-Waters Flood Insurance Reform Act, which would 

impose significant premium increases on grandfathered policies in October of this year—increases 

intended to improve the financial stability of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) — which 

currently is $24 billion in debt with rising deficits projected over time. The $1.1 trillion omnibus spending 

package enacted last month included a one-year delay in rate increases for some newer homes. The 

omnibus law blocked FEMA's authority ability to implement the scheduled premium increases, but did 

not address additional concerns regarding subsidies and subsidy transfers for new homes. The new 

Senate-passed legislation would delay the provisions of the Biggert-Waters Act for four years. Because 

Biggert-Waters expires in 2017, if enacted into law, S. 1926 would essentially nullify the reforms made to 

the NFIP by the Biggert-Waters Act. The rising angst about the impact of rising premiums and rising sea 

levels faces an uncertain fate in the House—where there is strong opposition and criticism, primarily from 

fiscal conservatives, who assert that any delay of premium rate increases will bankrupt the already under-

water flood insurance program. Speaker John Boehner (R-Oh) has indicated that the House will not 

consider a four year delay of flood insurance premium increases, but may consider some flood insurance 

changes to assist homeowners and protect taxpayers. Additionally, Chairman of the House Financial 

Services Committee Rep. Jeb Hensarling (R-Tx) has expressed opposition to the premium increase delay, 

making it unlikely that a flood insurance bill with a long term delay of such premium increases would 

move out of his committee. Indeed, in a rare situation, both House Republican Leadership and the Obama 

Administration oppose a four year delay of Biggert-Waters implementation. The Senate queasiness comes 

over the rising tide of apprehension at the reforms built into current law which, over a five-year period, 

are intended to phase out subsidized insurance premiums, eliminate the subsidy for vacation homes upon 

resale, bar eligibility for those who allowed coverage to lapse, and adjust flood-zone maps to reflect rising 

sea levels. Because of the gradual phase-in, the reforms assured that only 5 percent of policyholders 

would be subject to annual premium increases of more than 25%. The federal taxpayer subsidies go to 

properties that have suffered serious damage in past floods or are in flood plains -- many of which are 

shoreline vacation homes. Although only about 20% of the roughly 5 million properties in the flood-

insurance program receive the subsidy, the combined value of those that do ($527 billion) amounts to half 

the total value of all properties covered.  

State & Local Finance 

Municipal Fiscal Conditions. There is no simple, much less single answer to explain why 

Detroit or San Bernardino or Jefferson County and other municipalities have filed for 

municipal bankruptcy in recent years; what is clear is that it is only in recent years that large 

municipalities have sought such protection. While the 

immediate cause of bankruptcy may be related to unfunded 

pension obligations or debt, the long term causes are usually more complicated 

and involve a combination of economic, fiscal and management issues 

that have played out over years if not decades. Nevertheless, headlines 

notwithstanding, Fabulous Matt Fabian of Municipal Market Advisors 

this week projected a 50 percent reduction in what he calls “super 

downgrades,” or rating cuts of three or more notches. Combined with the reduction in the number of rated 
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municipal bonds in payment default (30) ―which, he notes, is a very low number, the trend appears to be 

positive. Nevertheless, whilst payment default is not a topic that many state and local governments 

encounter—or even want to imagine encountering, it is an important issue for all state and local leaders to 

monitor. The accompanying charts from MMA note the correlation with Retirement and the relative 

trends in the South West and Mid-West.  He projects that the rate of super downgrades will slow this year 

as economic and fiscal environments at both the state and local level continue to improve—and reminds 

us that Moody’s has doubled its focus on public pension obligations. In addition, he warns about 

contagion: “[A]n issuer tangentially associated with a superdowngraded area or sector can also suffer 

increased borrowing costs,” noting that issuers in Michigan, California, and the Land of Lincoln totaled 

nearly half of last year’s downgrades.  

State & Local Finances. The Census Bureau last week released its report on state expenditures, noting 

that expenditures exceeded revenues in three of the last four years. The Bureau reported that state general 

revenues for state governments were $1.6 trillion in 2012, a 1.8% decrease from $1.7 trillion in 2011, 

while general expenditures by state governments fell 0.5% in 2012 to $1.6 trillion, down from $1.7 

trillion in 2011. This is third time in the last four years that general expenditures have exceeded revenues. 

The Bureau reports that a major contributor to the fall in general revenue was declining funding from 

federal grants. Federal grants to states totaled $514.2 billion, down 10.7% from $575.8 billion in 2011. 

(According to Census data, federal grants make up 31.6% of states’ general revenue.) Total state revenue, 

which includes general revenues and social insurance trust revenue such as unemployment compensation 

funds, fell 15.6% to $1.9 trillion in 2012 (down from $2.3 trillion in 2011). The decline in total revenue in 

2012 was mainly due to the $323.0 billion decrease in social insurance trust revenue. Social insurance 

trust systems showed revenues of $263.7 billion in 2012, a drop of 55.1% from $586.7 billion in 2011. 

These systems are mainly composed of state employee retirement systems and state social insurance trust 

systems, including those for unemployment compensation and workers’ compensation. State tax revenue 

increased in 2012, as state government taxes were $798.2 billion and up 4.7% from the prior year’s total 

of $762.4 billion, accounting for 49.0% of general revenue. Government service charges (excluding 

utilities) were $172.9 billion, a drop of 4.5% from $181.1 billion in 2011. (Service charges make up 

10.6% of general revenue.) Individual income tax revenue rose 8.1% to $280.7 billion, up from $259.6 

billion in 2011. Meanwhile, total expenditures for state governments were $2.0 trillion in 2012, 1.5% 

below 2011, with education spending down 0.7% at $588.7 billion, representing 35.8% of state 

government general expenditures. State government spending on education totaled more than 40% of 

general expenditures in 13 states, led by Indiana (46.3%), Georgia (45.7%) and Texas (45.0%). The 

leading states in spending on public health and hospitals, measured as a percentage of general 

expenditures, were Kansas (12.4%), Hawaii (12.3%), and Missouri (11.8%). State government spending 

on public welfare was greater than 30% of general expenditures in 14 states, led by Tennessee (38.4%), 

Maine (36.6%) and New York (36.2%). The leading states in highway spending, measured as a 

percentage of general expenditures, were North Dakota (19.0%), South Dakota (16.7%), and Montana 

(13.9%). For the 43 states with lotteries, ticket sales totaled $59.4 billion in 2012, compared with $54.8 

billion in 2011. Lottery prizes awarded totaled $37.0 billion in 2012 (up from $33.8 billion in 2011) and 

lottery proceeds were $19.4 billion in 2012 (up from $18.4 billion) in 2011. The top three states in lottery 

ticket sales were New York ($7.4 billion), Massachusetts ($4.5 billion), and Florida ($4.2 billion). The 

same states also ranked highest in prizes awarded: New York ($4.1 billion), Massachusetts ($3.4 billion) 

and Florida ($2.8 billion).  

By far the best resource on state and local finances, however, Federal Funds Information for the States, 

this week reported on Census data on comparisons of tax structures and burdens among the states in the 

wake of the recovery underway from the Great Recession. The most interesting part of this report was 

with regard to own-source revenue, which consists of taxes, fees, charges, licenses, and other costs 

imposed upon residents and businesses by virtue of their location―a broader concept than tax burden, 

because it includes non-tax revenues, which are increasingly important for states and always have been 
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important for local governments. State and local own-source revenue per capita for FY 2011 averaged 

$6,312 in FY 2011, a $240 increase from FY 2010—an increase that followed a $45 decrease between FY 

2009 and FY 2010—changes which FFIS notes “highlight the changing condition of state fiscal health in 

recent years—in FY 2009, per capita own-source revenues declined by $278, while in FY 2008 they 

increased $217, and in FY 2007 they increased by about $400.” The report also looks at state and local 

user fees—an area of state-local finance where the use of fees to finance government services has been 

increasing over several years and which increased more rapidly during the Great Recession. FFIS reports 

that the Census report shows that the share of each state’s own-source state and local revenues that it 

derived from such charges in FY 2011 in 17 states represented the single largest source of state and local 

own-source revenue (up from 14 states in FY 2010). Fees are used minimally in Alaska, Illinois, North 

Dakota and the many northeastern states clustered at the bottom of the table, noting there has been an 

increase in the use of fees and charges over the last several years; FY 2011 saw fees increase to 21.8% of 

own-source revenues, up from 20.7% in FY 2010. Fees and charges were 19.2% of own-source revenue 

in FY 2008. The report analyzes the increasing reliance as reflecting many considerations, including a 

state’s tax structure, its historic use of fees to finance government, legal impediments to raising taxes 

(such as tax limitations and super-majority requirements) that may make raising fees easier than raising 

taxes, and political considerations around tax increases: “Such fees now represent more than one in five 

dollars that state and local governments collect from in-state sources. Their increased use has implications 

for the progressive nature of state and local revenue systems, as such fees are generally regressive.” 

Keystone State of the State. Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Corbett in his state of the budget address to the 

legislature this week proposed a $29.4 billion budget that includes a renewed call to overhaul the pension 

system for state employees, calling such an overhaul “a crucial reform that would provide the state with 

even more to invest,” and critical to addressing what he termed “a $50 billion problem,” noting that this 

year’s $1.5 billion in pension costs for state and school district workers could balloon to more than $4 

billion in a few years. The Governor last year was unable to secure support in the legislature in creating a 

401(k)-style retirement benefit for future employees and adjusting future benefit calculations for current 

employees. (His proposal would not have allowed any benefit cuts to existing retirees.) Thus, Tuesday, he 

told legislators: “I ask you to work with me in the coming months to find a solution. We must fix 

this…Billions in new debt to our state is the cost of doing nothing. The only question is whether we will 

do it now, when it’s still a manageable problem, or let others do it later, when it’s an all-out crisis.” In 

addition, the Governor urged the legislature to approve a $10 million increase in pre-kindergarten funding 

and an additional $341 million in block-grant funding, among other educational initiatives―to partially 

restore some of the deep budget cuts of 2011. In addition, he proposed a “Healthy Pennsylvania” initiative 

involving changes to Pennsylvania’s Medicaid program that he said would save $125 million through 

benefit cuts to working, healthy adults. The federal government must approve a waiver request. Gov. 

Corbett cited Harrisburg’s recovery efforts in his address, telling legislators that his the “Harrisburg 

Strong” plan put together last year by his state-appointed receiver, General William Lynch, erased $600 

million of debt and “has put Harrisburg on a path to a better, brighter future.” 

Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder in his State of the State budget address this week is 

proposing new school funding from the state’s nearly $1 billion surplus, including aid for 

districts struggling with enrollment declines amid competition from charter schools and 

other districts, proposing to spend more than one-third of Michigan’s surplus this coming 

fiscal year on higher funding for K-12 education—including a new plan to give the 

poorest districts a boost of about $111 a child next school year, while the richest districts 

would see an $83 increase. Michigan districts collect a minimum of $7,076 a child for the current school 

year, but wealthier ones still get as much as $1,000 more due to their higher property-tax valuations. The 

initiative comes as a growing number of Michigan districts have been hit by declining enrollment amid a 

decade of population loss, competition from charter and private schools, and the state’s open-enrollment 

policy, which permits students to attend school out of their home districts with state support. The 
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Governor also proposed to spend more than $7 million on state-led teams of financial experts to aid 

districts and $10 million for a special reserve fund for those in the red. Michigan's funding of K-12 

education has risen by $1 billion since 2011, when Mr. Snyder took office, including money to shore up 

teacher pensions, according to his administration. Last year, a record 50 Michigan school districts 

reported deficits—with the state dissolving two and appointing emergency managers for three others. 

Stay & Pay. North Carolina and the online travel companies (OTCs) have been 

entangled in litigation for some time over the question of whether North 

Carolina’s taxes are due on the portion of a traveler’s bill that represents an 

OTC’s markup of the hotel charge. The OTC parties and the Tar Heel 

Department of Revenue have now reached an out-of-court settlement. Details 

are not public, but a list of companies that are now registered and collecting tax 

is available at https://eservices.dor.nc.gov/salesdatabase/. 

 

Figure 1  Illustration by David P. Hayes 

 

The Economist notes this week that 2014 marks the “boom” year, when a great bulk of Americans are 

entering the home stretch to retirement—a retirement for 

which they are vastly unprepared—in some part due to 

the extraordinary changes in life expectancy—11 more years 

for men and 12 for women—longevity with 

significant implications for states and local governments, 

both because of their own public pension systems, but also 

because of the implications for service demands from 

Americans who have not set enough aside for their own 

retirements; that cohort will impose ever increasing demands 

for public services on cities, counties, and states. That is, we 

are entering a period where there will be a growing inverse 

ratio of retirees or beneficiaries to contributors—as can be seen in the accompanying graph. Nevertheless, 

the Economist writes: “Despite its bulge cohort, Americans remain among what it calls the ‘will nots’―as  

State Pensionary Mandates. Tennessee state pension officials have proposed a stiff penalty for 

municipalities that fail to keep up with annual required public pension contributions to their employee 

retirement plans. Under the proposal, cities would have to come into full compliance within six years or 

face a penalty―failure to do so could trigger a reduction in their portion of state-shared taxes, with the 

Volunteer State instead using the foregone payments to ensure that the annual payments were funded at 

100%. At least 31 pension plans, including the City of Chattanooga’s General Employees’ pension and 

https://eservices.dor.nc.gov/salesdatabase/
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the city’s Fire and Police Pension, would be affected by the proposal, which Tennessee State Treasurer 

David Lillard and legislators unveiled this week. The proposed preemption came as Chattanooga Mayor 

Andy Berke nears completion of more than six months of negotiations to reform police officer and 

firefighter benefits in order to cut the city’s $150 million unfunded liability to the Fire and Police Pension 

fund. The pension board was slated to vote this week on the reform recommended by Mayor Berke’s 18-

member task force, but the board delayed the vote by at least two weeks pending actuarial estimates.  
 

San Jose Mayor Chuck Reed may be blocked in his efforts to let Golden State 

voters opine on his sweeping pension reform measure on a statewide ballot 

next November in the wake of a determination by California Attorney General 

Kamala Harris settled on what Mayor Reed and his public pension reform backers claim is biased, union-

friendly language for the voter initiative—likely leading proponents of the measure, which aims to give 

California local elected leaders authority to renegotiate pension plan agreements already awarded to 

public workers to sue the AG over the wording her office chose for the ballot initiative.  

Is Detroit Contagious? As we noted last week, Fitch rating agency analyst Amy Laskey had written: 

“Fitch recognizes the delicate political situation surrounding the Detroit bankruptcy,” but warned that the 

efforts by Michigan Governor Rick Snyder, which she described as bailing out pensioners first – could 

mean that “actions and rhetoric that suggest bondholder rights are not an important consideration will 

continue to damage market perception of the state and its local governments.” But now Detroit’s capital-

markets creditors — its bondholders, bond insurers, and other financial institutions, are joining in after 

Detroit Emergency Manager Kevyn Orr’s release of 

the draft plan of adjustment, calling the draft — 

which proposes that the city’s retirees could receive up to 

50 cents on the dollar for their claims, but other unsecured 

creditors, such as holders of the Motor City’s 

general-obligation bonds, might only receive about 

20 cents on the dollar; moreover, under the draft plan, 

pensioners’ claims would be paid with cash, while 

the plan would propose to issue notes to general-

obligation bondholders. Unsurprisingly—and 

notwithstanding the provisions in the Michigan State 

constitution guaranteeing full—not partial—

payment to its retirees— a matter pending before the 6
th
 

U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals—the financial institutions that issued debt for Detroit’s pension system are 

upset, especially with the language in the Motor City’s suit filed late last Friday against Bank of America 

and UBS, stating that the pension financing transaction “has put very fatal strains upon the city’s 

finances.” but as they see it, the city already had a crushing debt to its own workers, much of which was 

hidden, before they arrived on the scene. Ms. Lasky and others have expressed concerns that providing 

pensions priority over capital-markets debts, the Motor City could be making it harder, or more costly, for 

other Michigan cities, counties, and school districts to issue short and long-term debt in the future. Ms. 

Lasky went further, warning that because municipal bankruptcies are so rare, and Detroit’s debts so big, 

the outcome of this chapter 9 municipal bankruptcy could have repercussions on local governments 

throughout the nation: “Actions and rhetoric that suggest bondholder rights are not an important 

consideration will continue to damage market perception of the state and its local governments.” 

Specifying that Gov. Snyder’s bipartisan, bicameral plan to pledge $350 million over the next two 

decades towards Detroit’s retirees, especially its lowest income retirees, would create the perception of 

elevating claims of pensioners over the Motor City’s bondholders, Ms. Laskey wrote: “Action that 

suggests pensions’ claim on limited resources should be given priority to that of bondholders could 

establish a troubling precedent, at least in Michigan and perhaps beyond, given the paucity of significant 

municipal bankruptcy filings historically and the resulting focus on the Detroit case.” “Moreover,” she 
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added, “the Governor’s comment that state funds will not bail out bondholders or Wall Street but are 

going to Michiganders suggests an us-versus-them orientation to debt repayment that undermines 

willingness to pay public debt in Michigan.” Ms. Laskey further noted that the Governor’s proposed plan 

comes on top of his previous his support for Detroit emergency manager Kevyn Orr’s decision to treat the 

Motor City’s unlimited- and limited-tax general obligation bonds as unsecured: “Fitch has previously 

stated its concern for the lack of priority for GO debt…Fitch recognizes the delicate political situation 

surrounding the Detroit bankruptcy. But Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder this week made clear he does not 

agree, noting it would be premature to assume that the Motor City’s municipal bankruptcy will drive up 

borrowing costs across the state: “As a practical matter, in bankruptcy there’s an equitable plan that needs 

to be addressed…It’s something to keep an eye on, but the goal is to have an environment where we can 

focus on growth across Michigan.” The statement came as the Governor in his State of the State budget 

message to the Wolverine Legislature proposed spending $17.5 million as the first installment of a $350 

million state pledge to shore up Detroit’s pension funds. Further, the Governor stated: “Everyone is going 

through a difficult time; bankruptcy is something that is very difficult on everyone…I hope Wall Street 

keeps an eye on that,” 

As the state and city continue down what could be a long road, actions and rhetoric that suggest 

bondholder rights are not an important consideration will continue to damage market perception of the 

state and its local governments.” Governor Snyder’s office, in an email response the Bond Buyer, wrote: 

“It’s about helping reduce and mitigate pension cuts and the impact on retirees, especially those most 

vulnerable. A settlement will help resolve the bankruptcy process faster, help ensure the city stays on its 

path to revitalization and save millions in taxpayer dollars - and would be in the best interest of 

Detroiters, Michiganders, and others across the country. We are confident that if there can be a mediated 

resolution -- which Gov. Snyder has been and will continue to work hard to achieve -- that it will be part 

of a plan that can be approved by the bankruptcy court. Michigan is proud of and committed to its return 

to strong fiscal management with structurally sound and truly balanced budgets that also address long-

term liabilities and strategically invest in priorities to build a strong foundation for the future.” Richard 

Ciccarone, the president and chief executive officer of Merritt Research Services LLC, provided a more 

comprehensive analysis for the Bond Buyer: “It’s a major commitment from the state and from the 

foundations, and from my perspective that’s good for the bondholders, because the more money that you 

can provide to close the gap for the pensions, the easier it is politically to give more to bondholders...I 

think you can take what appears to be a lemon and turn it into lemonade if everybody comes from the 

standpoint that more has to be done to take care of all the creditors.” Whatever the outside parties 

perceive, the final decision will be up to U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Steven Rhodes.  

Demographics 

William Frey, the crack demographer at Brookings, has been looking at trends related to the country’s 

vitality, and the impact of aging. Now, he 

writes: “According to the numbers 

just reported, births have declined and 

deaths have risen, in part a result of our 

aging population. Even so, the 

crude birth rate for 2012-2013—at 12.6 

births per 1,000 population—is the lowest 

recorded in many decades. More 

importantly, the reported migration dynamics 

are once again headed in the wrong 

direction, following hopeful upturns last year.” In his most recent report, he notes that “immigration to the 

U.S. is a demographic yardstick for measuring the nation’s attractiveness to outsiders searching for both 
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high- and low-skilled jobs. Due in large part to the recession, net inflows from abroad declined sharply, 

from 980,000 in 2005-2006 to just 725,000 in 2008-2009. Small gains followed on the heels of this 

decline, with a sharper gain last year (to 866,000) suggesting an upward trajectory. However, newly 

reported numbers from 2012-13—down to 843,000—run counter to that expectation.” Looking at 

domestic—as opposed to international migration, he writes that domestic “movement across states, 

especially to recession-plagued parts of the South and West that were beginning to show signs of a 

comeback, showed disappointing results as well. A year ago, increased gains were seen in states that bore 

some of the greatest migration downturns during the recession and post-recession periods, as well as signs 

that overall long-distance migration was picking up. The comeback now appears to be stalled.” He 

particularly finds noteworthy the drop-off for three states that were “poster children for the boom-then-

bust migration patterns of the mortgage meltdown and recession years: Florida, Arizona, and Nevada,” 

writing that now “[e]ach of these states showed heady migration levels in the mid-2000-2010 decade only 

to drop off dramatically as the economy got worse. Signs of revival began to emerge in 2010-11 for 

Florida, and in 2011-12 for the other two, although all remained well below their pre-2007 

levels. However, as with many other Sun Belt states, their migration levels tapered off in 2012-2013.” 

Now, he notes, “the new round of Census statistics hints that the return to “normal,” or pre-recession, 

migration flow levels from traditional exporting snow belt states like New York, New Jersey, Ohio, and 

Michigan to long-standing Sun Belt magnet states is occurring more tepidly and unevenly than had been 

expected. Potential migrants, especially young adult Millennials, appear to be more cautious in their 

responses to gradual upturns in housing and employment opportunities. As with economic indicators, 

demographic indicators suggest the recovery from the recession is occurring fitfully.”  

Innovation 

American Innovation. A number of state municipal leagues sponsor annual innovation awards. The 2013 

winner with the Missouri Municipal League was awarded to the St. Charles – I-70 Blanchette Bridge 

Partnership Program. As is happening to a growing number of bridges in this country, the west-bound, I-

70 Blanchette Missouri River Bridge was closed for rehabilitation and 

reconstruction in late 2012. All traffic was diverted to the east-bound bridge, 

reducing traffic lanes from five to three narrow lanes in each direction. Initial 

public reaction was, unsurprisingly, extreme angst with regard to the 

anticipated negative impact the construction would have on the City’s 

businesses. The city of St. Charles formed a special committee with the Missouri 

Department of Transportation (MoDOT), the local chamber and area businesses 

to develop a strategy to capitalize on the closure. Its primary objective was to formulate a plan to educate 

the commuting public about alternative routes to St. Charles. The committee produced special website 

news update links, developed both electronic and paper maps, and worked with MoDOT to install unique 

directions signage on secondary highways to inform commuters about alternative routes to reach St. 

Charles, its businesses, hospitals and government centers. Because of these efforts, traffic ran smoothly 

on all routes, and the City’s 2012 Christmas shopping season enjoyed its most successful season ever: 

there was no shutdown! 

State & Local Leadership  

Mayor David Helms of Marion, Virginia is our State & Local Leader of the Week this week. Mayor 

Helms, who is the current President of the Virginia Municipal League, is an individual who is in public 

service for all the right reasons. Born and raised in the town of Glade Spring in Washington County, Va., 

where his dad served on the Council, Mayor Helms graduated from nearby Emory & Henry College and 

commenced his career as a fifth-grade teacher in Washington County, before moving on to becoming an 

elementary school principal. His brother was town manager in Marion, Va. for about 10 years, then ran 

for town council and served on it as well as the Washington County Board of Supervisors. Mayor Helms 

http://www.brookings.edu/research/opinions/2012/12/21-census-population-migration-data-frey
http://www.brookings.edu/research/expert-qa/2012/11/20-frey-qa
http://www.brookings.edu/research/opinions/2013/11/15-millennial-senior-post-recession-frey
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first served on the Glade Spring town council for two years before being turned out of office with the 

mayor and all five other council members in 1970 after voting to increase a tax to pay for the paving of a 

road.  The experience appeared to galvanize, rather than discourage this leader. He was elected to Marion 

Town Council in 1990, and decided to run for mayor in 2000 against the incumbent and another 

challenger.  He has been mayor ever since, and ran unopposed in the past three elections, albeit noting 

running unopposed is “not as much fun, but it’s more comfortable.” Working 

together is a hallmark of his public service: “I’m a communications kind of 

person.  I think that if you have a problem and can get those people (involved) 

around the table I think that you can come up with a solution. It may not always 

be the solution that you want, but at least you can get input from citizens and 

the community.” Since becoming mayor, he’s had his fingers on the pulse of 

just about every aspect of life in the town.  “I like to get involved in things.  I think that a personal contact 

makes a lot of difference,” Helms said. “If I’m in town, I’m in the office every day – not all day by any 

means – but I go by in the mornings and see what’s going on and check on things…I’m always available 

if someone wants to come by and talk to me.  I’m real proud of the fact that I’ve returned every phone call 

that I’ve received since I became mayor unless I was instructed 

not to by the attorney.” Looking ahead, Helms is excited about 

the town’s new relationship with Emory & Henry College, which 

is in the process of establishing a new health-science campus in 

Marion on the grounds of the old Smyth County Community 

Hospital: “I think it’s going to be a real shot in the arm: Eventually 

if this thing gets to moving, we could have as many as 250 to 

300 students in town going to school and living there.  That could help lots of things.”  

Quotes of the Week 

 “It’s about helping reduce and mitigate pension cuts and the impact on retirees, especially those 

most vulnerable. A settlement will help resolve the bankruptcy process faster, help ensure the city 

stays on its path to revitalization and save millions in taxpayer dollars - and would be in the best 

interest of Detroiters, Michiganders, and others across the country. ” ~ Michigan Governor Rick Snyder’s 

office, describing the Governor’s bipartisan, bicameral plan for Detroit.  

 “The city desires and needs to formulate a plan; it is their only hope….I can’t see anything other than 

dissolving the city if they can’t reorganize under Chapter 9…They can’t make cash where it isn’t. If they 

got all the money they want — who isn’t going to get paid? All the employees? I don’t know, how does 

that help Calpers if the employees aren’t paid?...The citizens of this city deserve a chance.” ~ U.S. 

Bankruptcy Judge Meredith Jury in orally finding San Bernardino eligible for federal municipal 

bankruptcy.  

“All those who attribute Jefferson County’s bankruptcy case and Cooper Green’s (the emergency 

hospital in Jefferson County) plight only to conduct and actions by the county are ill-

informed…The State of Alabama and its legislature are a significant, precipitating cause….” ~ U.S. 

Bankruptcy Judge Thomas Bennett  

 “The very smallest towns across the country understand their fundamental obligation to govern and they 

get it done.” ~ Karen B. Horn, Director of Advocacy, Vermont League of Cities and Towns. 
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Moody Blues: What does all this mean for other municipalities? “Our negative outlook on the local 

government sector as a whole, in place now for close to five years, reflects a number of substantial 

economic and fiscal pressures, including a sluggish economic recovery, constraints in key revenue 

sources, and mounting spending pressures. In spite of the negative outlook, we anticipate that few issuers 

will follow Detroit into default or bankruptcy. We don’t expect elevated financial stress to lead to 

pervasive defaults. We expect defaults to remain rare even among outliers. Most local governments 

exhibit solid credit fundamentals, notwithstanding the recent period of economic and fiscal stress. In fact 

many local governments are starting to feel the effects of the housing recovery, and while this recovery 

varies somewhat from region to region, most local governments have seen property tax and other 

revenues stabilize and in some cases return to growth. Spending pressures have not completely subsided 

for many local governments, and it may be several years before most can rebuild reserves spent down 

Ethics & Public Trust 

As the Virginia legislature seeks to act on state ethics legislation in an effort to recover public trust in the 

wake of the so-called “Giftgate” scandal involving its former Governor, Broward County Ethics Inspector 

General, John Scott, this week filed a Review of the Existing Ethics Structure for Broward County, 

Florida, and its municipalities, Ref. OIG 14-004, January 31, 2014 view PDF. The county-wide ethics 

program he oversees came into being via charter amendments overwhelmingly approved by the county’s 

voters in late 2010—adding a critical element of trust as compared to, say, had the county elected officials 

adopted it instead of the voters. Mr. Scott’s 21-page report focuses on a two-part reform 

recommendation:  (1) an ethics officer who would uniformly interpret the Code and provide precedential 

advisory opinions, and (2) a panel to decide on appeals and review the ethics program. Mr. Scott’s report 

calls for reform in two phases: First, improvement of the program’s structure “to ensure consistent and 

impartial guidance, training, and enforcement,” and, second, “periodic, independent, and public 

consideration of the policies themselves and any necessary substantive corrections or revisions to the 

Code.”  

Little Legalities 

 
Bankruptcy, Constitutional, Preemption, Procedural & Other Key Decisions or Cases 

Prison Religious Policies. In this case, the plaintiff, a state prisoner 

housed at Red Onion State Prison (ROSP), a supermax state prison 

located in Wise County, Virginia, near Pound, operated by the Virginia 

Department of Corrections, houses about 800 inmates. Plaintiff Wall 

sued for money damages and injunctive relief under the Religious 

Freedom Restoration Act and the First Amendment from Mr. Wade’s 

(the prison’s food distribution manager) refusal to allow him to 

participate in Ramadan for lacking tangible indicia of sincere religious 

belief. The plaintiff filed suit under the Religious Land Use and 

Institutionalized Persons Act (RLUIPA), 42 U.S.C. 2000 cc et seq., and §1983, challenging ROSP’s 2010 

Ramadan policy. The prison had devised a new eligibility policy for 2010 where, in addition to signing up 

to participate in Ramadan, inmates had to provide some physical indicia of Islamic faith. The district 

court granted Wall summary judgment ruling Wall’s transfer to another facility rendered his claims moot, 

the policy had been changed, and Wall was entitled to qualified immunity. The panel vacated and 

http://www.broward.org/InspectorGeneral/Documents/OIG14004ETHICSREVIEW.pdf
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remanded. The court vacated the district court’s summary judgment order granting defendants qualified 

immunity on plaintiff’s claims for monetary relief where defendants have failed to establish as a matter of 

law that the 2010 Ramadan policy, as applied to plaintiff, did not violate his First Amendment rights, and, 

where their alleged actions violated the plaintiff’s clearly established rights; vacated the district court’s 

decision that the prison’s abandonment of the policy mooted the claims for equitable relief where 

defendants failed to meet their “heavy burden” of establishing that it was “absolutely clear” that the 2010 

Ramadan policy would not be reinstated; and remanded for further proceedings. The court held that Mr. 

Wall’s claims were not moot, as he has been transferred back into the facility in question, and the state 

has provided no evidence that the physical indicia rule will not be put back into effect. It also held Wall’s 

rights were violated, because the policy did not rationally serve to reduce costs associated with providing 

Ramadan meals, Wall was absolutely prohibited from observing Ramadan, there were no evidence that 

accommodating Wall would have created any costs to the state, and there were alternative means to 

resolve the issue as evidenced by Wall being allowed to observe Ramadan after his return to the facility. 

The panel also held that the right to participate in Ramadan was clearly established under 4
th
 Circuit 

precedent and immunity was thus unavailable. Wall v. Wade, U.S. 4
th
 Circuit Court of Appeals, Feb. 3, 

2014.  

Property Tax Decisions 

Assessing Tax Conservation Lands. The Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court last month heard 

arguments and is now weighing a landmark decision which could have implications for state and local 

leaders far beyond the Bay State, in what Gregory Ingram, President of the Lincoln Land Institute in 

Cambridge, Mass. Notes is “part of a broad trend of 

municipalities looking at tax-exempt properties” in the 

wake of the Great recession. The issue is 

whether the Massachusetts high court 

will rule municipalities may assess tax conservation 

lands held by non-profit organizations accused of 

limiting public access to the properties. Courts in 

Ohio and New York have issued opinions finding 

such conservation activities to be charitable 

activities and, thereby, exempt from local property 

taxes―but that could all change if the Massachusetts 

Supreme Court upholds a state Appellate Tax Board 

ruling that environmental groups must also provide 

meaningful public access if they want to score an 

exemption under state law. The issue before the court is whether the property tax assessed by Hawley, 

Mass. against the New England Forestry Foundation, an environmental nonprofit group, after finding 

foundation had provided insufficient public access to a forest tract it owned, may stand. Massachusetts 

exempts charitable organizations from paying real estate taxes, provided they “occupy” the properties in 

question and use them in accordance with their charitable missions. Here, the foundation, one of New 

England’s largest forest conservation organizations, owns a 134-acre tract which it has placed under a 10-

year forest management plan, with the intention of harvesting or cutting timber every 10 to 20 years, 

according to court documents. The foundation claims the forest has been open to the public since it took 

control, and that it is accessible by public road and contains welcoming signs. But when the organization 

applied for a 2010 tax exemption, Hawley’s Board of Assessors denied the request, saying the public 

access the foundation had provided fell short―that the foundation did not actively occupy the forest, and 

that it had not made adequate conservation efforts. The foundation challenged the Massachusetts 

Appellate Tax Board’s finding that conservation — simply keeping land open and allowing it to flourish 

— was not a charitable purpose that qualified for property tax exemption. The court’s decision could have 

a significant fiscal impact for some of the nation’s oldest cities: more than 1.25 million acres in 
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Massachusetts have been protected from development. The New England Forestry Foundation, Inc. v. 
Board of Assessors of the Town of Hawley, SJC-11432. 

Grants 
CFDA Opportunity Title Federal Agency Opportunity Number Eligibility Due Date Match? 

10.310 Agriculture Food and 
Research Initiative: Food 
Safety Challenge Area 

Department of 
Agriculture-

National Institute 
of Food and 
Agriculture 

USDA-NIFA-AFRI-004434 Varies based 
on project type 

5/8/2014 X 

10.594 FY14 Food Distribution 
Program Nutrition 
Education Projects 

Food and 
Nutrition Service 

USDA-FNS-FDD-FDPNE-
FY14  

State 
governments 

3/3/2014 X 

11.417 NOAA Sea Grant 
Aquaculture Research 
Program 2014 

Department of 
Commerce 

NOAA-OAR-SG-2014-
2003987 

State and local 
governments, 
Institutions of 
Higher 
Education 
(IHEs) 

5/5/2014 X 

12.630 2014 Broad Agency 
Announcement 

Department of 
Defense-

Engineer 
Research and 
Development 
Center 

W912HZ-14-BAA-01 Unrestricted 1/31/2015  

12.910 Big Mechanism Defense 
Advanced 
Research 
Projects Agency 

DARPA-BAA-14-14 Unrestricted 3/18/2014   

15.231 BLM OR/WA - CESU 
Flora of the Pacific 
Northwest Revision 

Department of 
the Interior-

Bureau of Land 
Management 

L14AS00029 IHEs 3/3/2014  

15.233 BLM CA CESU 
Humboldt State 
University Forest 
Ecology Watershed Mgt 
Rest Arcata FO 
Continuation 

Bureau of Land 
Management 

L14AS00028 IHEs 3/3/2014   

15.517 South Fork Boise River 
Sediment Study 

Bureau of 
Reclamation 

R14AS00025 IHEs 
(University of 
Idaho) 

2/28/2014  

15.517 Grande Ronde Basin 
Habitat Improvement 

Bureau of 
Reclamation 

R14AS00026 State 
governments 

2/28/2014   

15.662 Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative - Joint Venture 
Habitat Restoration; 
Protection 

Fish and Wildlife 
Service 

F14AS00074 State 
governments 

3/28/2014 X 

15.224+ BLM UT Youth 
Opportunities to work on 
Conservation Project 
throughout UT Public 
Lands 

Bureau of Land 
Management 

L14AS00030 Qualified youth 
or conservation 
corps 

7/31/2014 X 

15.814 2014 National Geological  Geological 
Survey 

G14AS00026 State 
governments 

3/27/2014 X 

17.261 Workforce Data Quality 
Initiative 

Department of 
Labor-

Employment and 

SGA-DFA-PY-13-05 Specified state 
workforce 
agencies 

3/25/2014  

http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250616
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250697
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250697
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250477
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250477
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250453
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250696
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250683
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250615
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250553
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250574
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250617
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250713
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250633
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250475
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Training 
Administration 

NA FY 2014-FY 2016 Stand 
Down Grants 

Veterans 
Employment and 
Training Service 

www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-
2014-01-28/pdf/2014-
00755.pdf 

State and local 
governments 

    

19.415 FY 2014 Sports Visitor 
and Sports Envoy 
Program 

Department of 
State-Bureau Of 

Educational and 
Cultural Affairs 

ECA-ECAPEC-14-035 IHEs 3/28/2014 X 

19.703 Criminal Law and Anti-
Corruption Reform in the 
Kyrgyz Republic 

International 
Narcotics and 
Law Enforcement 
Affair 

INLEA-INLCJ-14-002 Unrestricted 2/28/2014   

20.237 FY 2014 CVISN Notice 
of Funding Availability 

Department of 
Transportation-

Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety 
Administration 

FM-CVN-14-001 State 
governments 

3/31/2014 X 

20.703 2014 PHMSA HMEP 
States & Territories 

PHMSA Hazmat 
Grants 

HM-HMP-14-002 State 
governments 

3/31/2014 X 

20.710 Technical Assistance 
Grants 

Pipeline & 
Hazardous 
Material Safety 
Administration 

DTPH5614SN000003 Local 
governments 

3/17/2014   

43.002 RESEARCH 
OPPORTUNITIES IN 
AERONAUTICS - 2014 

NASA 

Headquarters 
NNH14ZEA001N Unrestricted   

43.002 NextGen-Concepts and 
Technology 
Development Project 
(CTD1) 

NASA 
Headquarters 

NNH14ZEA001N-CTD1 Unrestricted 2/28/2014  

43.002 NextGen Concepts and 
Technology 
Development (CTD2) 

NASA 
Headquarters 

NNH14ZEA001N-CTD2 Unrestricted 2/28/2014   

45.311 Native Hawaiian Library 
Services 

Institute of 
Museum and 
Library Services 

NAG-HAWAIIAN-FY14  Nonprofit 
organizations 
that primarily 
serve and 
represent 
Native 
Hawaiians 

4/1/2014   

47.074 Plant Genome Research 
Program 

National Science 
Foundation 

14-533 IHEs, research 
organizations, 
Mark Schwartz 

4/28/2014   

77.008 U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission Funding 
Opportunity 
Announcement, 
Scholarship and 
Fellowship Education 
Grant, Fiscal Year 2014. 

Nuclear 
Regulatory 
Commission 

NRC-HQ-84-14-FOA-0003 IHEs 3/31/2014  

77.008 U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission Funding 
Opportunity 
Announcement, Trade 
School and Community 
College Scholarship 
Grant, Fiscal Year 2014 

Nuclear 
Regulatory 
Commission 

NRC-HQ-84-14-FOA-0001 IHEs 3/31/2014  

77.008 U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Nuclear NRC-HQ-84-14-FOA-0002 IHEs 3/31/2014   

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-01-28/pdf/2014-00755.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-01-28/pdf/2014-00755.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-01-28/pdf/2014-00755.pdf
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250619
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250533
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250674
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250614
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250756
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250454
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250482
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250485
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250480
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250577
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250515
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250513
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250514
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Commission Funding 
Opportunity 
Announcement (FOA), 
Faculty Development 
Grant, Fiscal Year 2014 

Regulatory 
Commission 

81.087 U.S. Wind 
Manufacturing:  Taller 
Hub Heights to Access 
Higher Wind Resources 
and Lower Cost of 
Energy 

Department of 
Energy-Golden 

Field Office 

DE-FOA-0000982 State and local 
governments, 
IHEs 

4/14/2014 X 

81.087 RFI: Net Value of 
Distributed Solar Energy 
and Innovative Solar 
Deployment Models 

Golden Field 
Office 

DE-FOA-0001070 Unrestricted 2/28/2014  

81.122 Microgrid Research, 
Development, and 
System Design 

National Energy 
Technology 
Laboratory 

DE-FOA-0000997 Unrestricted 4/28/2014 X 

93.145 Ryan White HIV/AIDS 
Program National HIV 
Training and Technical 
Assistance Cooperative 
Agreements 

Department of 
Health and 
Human 
Services-Health 

Resources & 
Services 
Administration 

HRSA-14-035 State and local 
governments, 
IHEs 

3/3/2014  

93.243 Services Grant Program 
for Residential Treatment 
for Pregnant and 
Postpartum Women 
(Short Title: PPW) 

Substance Abuse 
& Mental Health 
Services Adminis. 

TI-14-005 State and local 
governments, 
IHEs 

3/31/2014 X 

93.279 Medications 
Development Centers of 
Excellence Cooperative 
Program (U54) 

National Institutes 
of Health 

RFA-DA-15-003 State and local 
governments, 
IHEs 

4/25/2014  

93.527 Affordable Care Act; 
Mental Health Service 
Expansion; Behavioral 
Health Integration (BHI) 

Health Resources 
& Services 
Administration 

HRSA-14-110 Health centers 
funded under 
Section 330 of 
the Public 
Health 
Services Act 

3/3/2014   

93.859 Postbaccalaureate 
Research Education 
Program (PREP) (R25) 

National Institutes 
of Health 

PAR-14-076 IHEs 1/25/2016  

93.866 Network and 
Infrastructure Support for 
Development of 
Interdisciplinary Aging 
Research (R24) 

National Institutes 
of Health 

PAR-14-081 State and local 
governments, 
IHEs 

5/28/2014   

93.918 Part C Capacity 
Development Program 

Health Resources 
& Services 
Administration 

HRSA-14-061 Current Ryan 
White Part C 
funded 
programs 

3/17/2014  

93.977 National Network of 
Sexually Transmitted 
Diseases Clinical 
Prevention Training 
Centers (NNPTC) 

Centers for 
Disease Control 
and Prevention 

CDC-RFA-PS14-1407 State and local 
governments, 
public housing 
authorities, 
IHEs 

5/6/2014   

93.077+ Successor-in-Interest 
(Type 6 Parent)  

National Institutes 
of Health 

PA-14-079 State and local 
governments, 
IHEs 

1/30/2017  

http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250624
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250579
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250754
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250698
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250576
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250758
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250757
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250455
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250675
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250534
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250755
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=250655
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93.077+ Administrative 
Supplements to Existing 
NIH Grants and 
Cooperative Agreements 
(Parent Admin Supp) 

National Institutes 
of Health 

PA-14-077 State and local 
governments, 
IHEs 

1/30/2017   

93.077+ Change of Grantee 
Organization (Type 7 
Parent) 

National Institutes 
of Health 

PA-14-078 State and local 
governments, 
IHEs 

1/30/2017  

93.855+ Novel, Alternative Model 
Systems for Enteric 
Diseases (U19) 

National Institutes 
of Health 

RFA-AI-14-011 State and local 
governments, 
IHEs 

5/29/2014   

98.001 Urban Disaster Risk 
Reduction 
(Neighborhood 
Approach) and Disaster 
Response Capacity 
Building in Haiti 

Agency for 
International 
Development 

APS-OFDA-14-000005 Unrestricted 7/28/2014   

98.001 Improving Disaster 
Preparedness and 
Disaster Management 
Capacity in Burma 
(Myanmar) and 
Indonesia 

Agency for 
International 
Development 

APS-OFDA-14-000004 Unrestricted 7/26/2014   

47.041+ Sustainability Research 
Networks Competition 

National Science 
Foundation 

14-534 IHEs 4/29/2014   

Intent to Award      
15.944 Grand Canyon National 

Park March 2014 
Shinumo Logistics with 
Grand Canyon River 
Outfitters Association 

National Park 
Service 

NPSNOIP14AC00102 Grand Canyon 
River Outfitters 
Association 

2/3/2014  

15.538 Schwartzy Razorback 
Sucker Genetic Diversity 
Assessment 

Bureau of 
Reclamation 

R14AS00023 Wayne State 
University 

2/10/2014  
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