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Introduction
Established in 2012, the Institute for Immigration Research (IIR) 

is located at George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia.  As a 

research institute, the IIR is committed to refocusing the dialogue 

surrounding immigration – and comprehensive immigration reform 

– by producing and disseminating objective, empirical research 

related to immigration and immigrants in the United States. 

In an effort to stay true to our commitment we have developed 

an “immigration state fact sheet” project, which is designed to 

provide concise statistical and geographic data regarding 

immigration to policy-makers and concerned publics in the 50 

states. 

Data from the 2011 American Community Survey (ACS) was used 

to compile these fact sheets.  The ACS - as administered by the US 

Census Bureau - is a nationally representative survey of economic 

and social life in the United States, which captures key variables 

related to immigration, immigrant communities, and immigrants in 

various locations throughout the country.  We have analyzed this 

data in an effort to understand how immigrants are contributing to 

the US economy and society.  Our analyses are presented to the 

public through these fact sheets. 

In 2011, 
foreign-born 
workers 
accounted 
for 16.1% of 
the US 
workforce.*
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*Estimate based on 
Tuttle’s  calculation of 
2007-2011 American 
Community Survey 
data. Find this data at 
https://usa.ipums.org

/usa.

https://www.census.gov/acs/www/
http://www.census.gov/
https://usa.ipums.org/usa/
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Overview
The fact sheets focus heavily on the economic activity of 

immigrants in the US while also including a small amount of 

information regarding children who live with immigrant adults.  

With respect to the economic activity of immigrants, our fact 

sheets provide empirical information regarding immigrant 

participation in the labor market, the proportion of the immigrant 

population that is of working age, the frequency of self-

employment among immigrants, the proportion of the immigrant 

population that are home-owners, industries in which immigrant 

workers are highly concentrated, and the educational attainment 

of immigrant populations.  Relying on the ACS data, we report the 

proportion of children who live with immigrant adults, and the 

proportion of these children who are US citizens at birth.

18.7% of all 
self-employed, 
US workers 
were foreign-
born in 2011.*

*Estimates based on Tuttle’s 
calculation of  2007-2011 
American Community Survey 
data . Find this data at 

https://usa.ipums.org/usa/.
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Source: Tuttle’s calculation of 2007-2011 
American Community Survey data. Find this 
data at https://usa.ipums.org/usa.

https://usa.ipums.org/usa/
https://usa.ipums.org/usa/
https://usa.ipums.org/usa/
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Organization of the Data

We have presented these data in each fact sheet at the state and congressional district 

level.  This method of presentation has allowed us to demonstrate how immigrant 

contributions vary according to location, while also informing policy-makers and their 

constituents about the various ways that immigrants contribute to economies and populations 

at the state and local level.  To aid our presentation, we have included maps of each state with 

congressional districts as sub-geographies.  These maps report the proportion of immigrant 

workers in the labor-force for each congressional district, which further demonstrates how 

immigrant contributions can vary according to location, and how these variations relate to 

political representation.

Proportion of Foreign-Born Workers Per 
Colorado Congressional District
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Source: Tuttle’s calculation of 2007-2011 American Community Survey data.  
Find this data at https://usa.ipums.org/usa/.

https://usa.ipums.org/usa/
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Geographic Specificity
To add another layer of specificity to these fact sheets we have reported data for three 

congressional districts in each state, which prior research has identified as districts with large 

Latino voting populations.  We have presented the data in this way because we are 

particularly interested in providing specific empirical data to political representatives in each 

of these districts, so as to contribute to an objective debate regarding comprehensive 

immigration reform. 

For more information about Latino voting populations by congressional district, see David F. 

Damore (2013). “How Latino Voters May Decide Control of the U.S. House of Representatives.” 

Latino Decisions: Everything Latino Politics. 

Source: Damore (2013)
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http://www.latinodecisions.com/blog/2013/07/09/how-latino-voters-may-decide-control-of-the-u-s-house-of-representatives/
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Data Highlights

While these fact sheets indicate that 

the character of economic 

contributions from immigrants can vary 

according to location, there are some 

trends that can be identified among 

selected states.  For example, more 

than half of the immigrant population 

were home owners in each state 

examined, with the exception of New 

York, where immigrants are 

concentrated in New York City and 

more likely to rent, like their native-

born counterparts.  

Furthermore, in the eight states 

examined, immigrants contributed 

an average federal income tax 

payment that was greater than 

$1,000.00, and an average state 

income tax that was greater than 

$1,000.00 (in states that collect 

income tax).  This represents a 

significant amount of tax revenue, 

which is most noticeable in 

California where immigrants 

contributed $6.6 billion to state 

taxes and $14.9 billion to federal 

taxes in 2011.
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California’s Immigrant Income 
Tax Contributions in 2011

On average, Immigrant workers paid $1,064 in State 
Taxes and $2,419 in Federal Taxes.

Total Tax Contributions by Immigrant laborers were 
$6,612,947,233 to State Taxes and $14,993,216,827 to 
Federal Taxes.

Source: Tuttle’s calculation of 2011 Current Population Survey.  Find this 
data at https://cps.ipums.org/cps/.
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Source: Tuttle’s calculation of 2007-2011 
American Community Survey data.  Find this data 
at https://usa.ipums.org/usa/.

https://cps.ipums.org/cps/
https://usa.ipums.org/usa/
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Further Highlights
The proportion of the immigrant 

population that was of working age 

was also consistently large across 

states.  In each state, the proportion of 

working age immigrants never dropped 

below 77.3% (Florida), with a 

maximum value of 85.4% in North 

Carolina.  Compare this to the native-

born proportion of the population that 

is of working age in Florida (60.86%) 

and North Carolina (64.36%).
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Moreover, when considering children who 

live with immigrant adults in each state, the 

proportion of those who are citizens by birth 

never dropped below 80.0%, which suggests 

that immigrant parents are having children 

after settling in the US.  Immigrant families 

are contributing to the future US workforce 

in this fashion.
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Children Living with
Immigrant Adults

Citizen Children Living
with Immigrant

Adults

Households with Immigrant Adults

IIR – Research Brief November 25th, 2013

Source: Tuttle’s calculation of 2007-2011 
American Community Survey data.  Find this 
data at https://usa.ipums.org/usa/.

Source: Tuttle’s calculation of 2007-2011 
American Community Survey data. Find this 
data at https://usa.ipums.org/usa/.

https://usa.ipums.org/usa/
https://usa.ipums.org/usa/


Future Possibilities

These eight fact sheets are only the tip of 

the iceberg.  The IIR is committed to analyzing 

and disseminated objective, empirical 

research to various publics and interested 

parties, and our database currently provides 

a wealth of data regarding the social, 

economic, familial, and spatial characteristics 

of immigration, immigrant communities, and 

immigrants in the United States. As such, we 

welcome data requests, and are willing to 

build custom fact sheets and maps for clients.
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Please contact 
iir@gmu.edu
for more 
information about 
the State Fact 
Sheet Project and 
the Institute for 
Immigration 
Research 
Database.

4087 University Drive, Suite 4200, Fairfax, VA 22030 USA
http://iir.gmu.edu/
703-993-5606
iir@gmu.edu
Facebook
Twitter @

IIR – Research Brief November 25th, 2013

mailto:iir@gmu.edu?subject=State%20Fact%20Sheet%20Data%20Requests
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Institute-for-Immigration-Research-GMU/211239292339428
https://twitter.com/IIRGMU

