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Spring 2013 Professor Johanna Bockman 

Wednesdays 7:20-10:00pm Office: Robinson B326  

Robinson Hall A243 703-993-5202 

Office Hours:  Mondays 1-2pm, Wed 5-6pm,                        jbockman@gmu.edu   

or by appointment. 

 

SOCI 804: Sociology of Globalization 

Syllabus 

 

While globalization most simply means becoming more like a globe, the deep integration of 

societies, economies, polities, and cultures has fundamentally changed social life. Sociologists 

have sought to study the transnational institutions and communities that have emerged. In this 

course, we will read the major sociological works in globalization studies, as well as significant 

works by other social scientists.  

 

Course Objectives 

By the end of this course, students should be able to 

 Discuss major terms, themes, and debates in globalization studies. 

 Analyze globalization texts.  

 Explain the historical contexts and larger theoretical projects of globalization texts.  

 Discuss possible empirical projects and methods that might follow from globalization 

studies.  

 Collect, analyze, and interpret sources to construct a research paper on globalization 

using the appropriate sociological conventions.  

 

Course schedule and readings 

 

Jan. 23: Introduction, Why sociology? Why globalization? (Paper #1, written in class) 

Rhacel Parrenas. 2001. Servants of Globalization: Women, Migration, and Domestic Work.  

 

Jan. 30: When did globalization begin? (Paper #2)  

Tony Ballantyne and Antoinette Burton, “Empires and the Reach of the Global,” 283-431 in 

Emily S. Rosenberg, ed. 2012. A World Connecting: 1870-1945.  

 

Feb. 6: When did globalization begin? (Paper #3)  

Steven C. Topik and Allen Wells, “Commodity Chains in a Global Economy,” 591-812 in Emily 

S. Rosenberg, ed. 2012. A World Connecting: 1870-1945. 

   

Feb. 13: Global Economy (Paper #4) 

Saskia Sassen. 2001. The Global City: New York, London, Tokyo. 

 

Feb. 20: Global Economy (Paper #5)  

Greta R. Krippner. 2011. Capitalizing on Crisis: The Political Origins of the Rise of Finance. 

 

Feb. 27: Global Economy (Paper #6) 

Mike Davis. [2006] 2007. Planet of the Slums.  
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March 6: Global Economy (Paper #7) 

Anna Lowenhaupt Tsing. 2005. Frictions: An Ethnography of Global Connection.  

 

**March 11-15: Spring Break (No class)** 

 

March 20: Global Governance: the Nation State and World Society (Paper #8) 

Benedict Anderson. 1991. Imagined Communities, 1-7 (Intro), 46-65 (Ch. 4 + 1 page), * 

John Meyer, Thomas Boli, and, F. O. Ramirez. 1997. “World Society and the Nation-State,” 

American Journal of Sociology 103(1): 144-81.*  

Kenichi Ohmae. 1995. “The Cartographic Illusion,” The End of the Nation State: The Rise of 

Regional Economies, 7-20.* 

Linda Weiss. 1997. “Globalization and the Myth of the Powerless State,” New Left Review 225: 

3-27.* 

 

March 27: Global Governance: Citizenship and Sovereignty (Paper #9, Research Paper Topic)  

Aihwa Ong. 2006. Neoliberalism as Exception: Mutations in Citizenship and Sovereignty.  

   

April 3: Global Governance: Citizenship and Sovereignty (Paper #10) 

Michael Peter Smith and Matt Bakker. 2007.  Citizenship across Borders: The Political 

Transnationalism of El Migrante.  

 

April 10: International Inequalities (Paper #11) 

Roberto Patricio Korzeniewicz and Timothy Patrick Moran. 2012. Unveiling Inequality: A 

World-Historical Perspective. 

Carl Nightingale. 2012. “Introduction.” Segregation: A Global History of Divided Cities, 1-16.*  

 

April 17: Cultural Globalization (Paper #12) 

Arjun Appadurai. 1996. Modernity at Large: Cultural Dimensions of Globalization.        

Arjun Appadurai. 2000. “Grassroots Globalization and the Research Imagination.” Public 

Culture 12: 1: 1-19.*    

    

April 24: Culture and NGOs (Paper #13) 

Julia Elyachar. 2005. Markets of Dispossession: NGOs, Economic Development and the State in 

Cairo. 

Renee Sylvain. 2005. “Disorderly Development: Globalization and the Idea of ‘Culture’ in the 

Kalahari,” American Ethnologist 32(3): 354-370.*  

 

April 28: **Exchange drafts of final paper by email by midnight.**  

 

May 1: Global Religion (Paper #14) 

Bryan S. Turner. 2011. Religion and Modern Society: Citizenship, Secularization and the State. 

**Return comments on drafts (in hardcopy during class).**  

 

Final Paper Due: Wednesday, May 8
th

, 10:15pm 

 

* all material marked with an asterisk is available on Blackboard.    
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Course Requirements 

 Class participation   20%  

 Short weekly papers   20% 

 Comments on research paper      5% 

 Final Research Paper   55% 

To receive a passing grade, all four components must be completed. 

 

Grading scale 

A 95 over 93 

A- 92 90-92 

B+ 88 87-89 

B 85 83-86 

B- 82 80-82 

C+ 78 77-79 

C 75 73-76 

C- 72 70-72 

D 65 60-69 

F 0 0-59 

 

Class participation: Participation includes attendance, being on time, bringing the reading, 

asking questions, and, especially, participating in discussion. The weekly readings will be used 

extensively during class discussion. 

 

Short weekly papers: This is a 2-page paper on the readings each week. You can write more than 

two pages if you wish. Please include:  

1) What is/are the main argument(s) of the reading? 

2) Choose a passage (or two or more) that illuminates at least one of these arguments.  

3) What do you find most interesting or surprising about the reading? 

4) How does it relate to previous readings and discussions we have had? 

5) Discuss or list one or two questions you have about the reading. 

The paper must be turned in by email (jbockman@gmu.edu) 4:15pm on Wednesdays. You can 

drop two weekly papers from your grade: 12 out of 14 papers will go towards your grade.  

 

Comments on Final Paper 

Each student will give a draft of their final paper to two other members of class. These 

“commentators” will write at least one page of comments about the draft to the author to help the 

author improve the final paper. These comments will be submitted with the final paper and 

graded.  

 

Final research paper 

Each student will prepare a 20-page paper on some aspect of globalization. Your papers should 

advance your own intellectual project (your thesis or dissertation). I will meet with each of you 

individually during the semester to discuss your work and to generate a topic. I am glad to read 

drafts of the research paper. With your research paper, please include the commentators’ 

comments and memo explaining how you incorporated their comments. 
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Late Policy 

For each day that any written work is late that grade will be reduced by a step (e.g., an A paper 

will become an A- paper one day after the due date, a B+ paper two days after the due date, etc).  

 

Laptop, E-Book, I-Phone Policy 

I do not allow the use of laptops, e-book readers, i-phones, or other devices in class because I 

want everyone to be fully present in the classroom. Therefore, hardcopies of all the books and 

articles must be used in the classroom.  

 

Required Texts  

The books listed without a* in the course schedule above are required for the course and are 

available from the bookstore. The syllabus and articles/book chapters listed with a* in the course 

schedule above will be available on Blackboard. Hardcopies of the books and articles must be 

used, not electronic copies.   

 

Reading Recommendations 

 Always print up online readings. 

 Always bring all the readings for the day assigned. 

 Do not get bogged down in the details of the reading. We are reading for argument, 

methods, and big themes. In class, we will look at specific details that are relevant to the 

discussion.  

Additional Items 

 If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see 

me and contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) at 993-2474. All academic 

accommodations must be arranged through the ODS. http://ods.gmu.edu 

 I will not tolerate plagiarism. George Mason University has an Honor Code, which 

requires all members of this community to maintain the highest standards of academic 

honesty and integrity. Cheating, plagiarism, lying, and stealing are all prohibited. All 

violations of the Honor Code will be reported to the Honor Committee. For more info: 

http://honorcode.gmu.edu. We will talk about what plagiarism is in class.  

o Other useful campus resources:  
 Writing Center: A114 Robinson Hall, 703.993.1200,      

 http://writingcenter.gmu.edu. 
 University Libraries “Ask a Librarian,”  
  http://library.gmu.edu/mudge/IM/IMRef.html 
 Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS), 703.993.2380, http://caps.gmu.edu 

http://ods.gmu.edu/
http://honorcode.gmu.edu/
http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/
http://library.gmu.edu/mudge/IM/IMRef.html
http://caps.gmu.edu/

