
  

 

February 2013 

Dear Alumnus, 

We just finished another successful Homecoming Week here at Mason, and I hope that 
some of you made it back to campus to enjoy the game and the other events over the 
weekend. 

We have some interesting events on the calendar in the coming weeks: 

The Israeli-Palestinian Equation 

Tuesday, Feb. 26 @ 7:30 p.m. 
The Hub (SUB II), Meeting Rooms 1 and 2 

RSVP HERE  

George Mason Hillel and the college welcome Professor Ran Halévi, political historian, 
research director at the French National Center for Scientific Research, senior fellow at the 
Raymond Aron Center for Political Research in Paris, and regular columnist at the French 
daily newspaper Le Figaro. He will discuss the prospects for a peaceful agreement 
between Israel and Palestine. 

Obama’s Second Term: Impact on the Global Community 

Wednesday, Feb. 27 @ 7:30 p.m. 
Mason Hall, Meese Conference Room 

RSVP 

Three experts from the fields of journalism, politics, history, and national security will 
consider the significance of a second Obama term for the United States and its place in the 
world. I hope you will be able to join us for a panel discussion that is sure to be lively and 
informative. The experts: 

Bill Schneider, Mason faculty member and political journalist from CNN and 
Politico, will focus on the United States economy and the 
domestic challenges it faces as it moves into the new year. 

 Karen DeYoung, Washington Post senior national security 
correspondent, will emphasize the relationships between the 

United States and the wide diversity of people and governments throughout 

the world. 

  Ran Halévi, a well-known French historian and Le Figaro columnist, will 
discuss presidential elections and democratic polarization in France and 
America.  
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Kathleen DeLaski, expert in the political process and former ABC journalist, will chair the 
panel as its moderator. 

Alumni News 

Lauren Graves, BA ’06 English, has recently been featured in the Department of English’s 
"Not Just Letters" spring newsletter. 

David Chavanne, MA '06 and PhD '10 Economics, joined Connecticut College this fall as an 
assistant professor of economics. 

Robert Townsend, PhD ’09 History, has published "History's Babel: Scholarship, 
Professionalization, and the Historical Enterprise in the United States, 1880 - 1940." 

Faculty News 

This January, we have lost one of the most esteemed figures in Mason history; James M. 
Buchanan, LLD (Hon.) ‘87, distinguished professor emeritus of economics and advisory 
general director of the Center for Study of Public Choice, died at 93 after a brief illness. 
Professor Buchanan’s impact on the study of economics will be felt for many years.  
Read more>>>  

Professor Erik Angner, of the Department of Philosophy, commented on President 
Obama’s health care reform law and how its provision for individual mandates would 
square with the theories of economist and philosopher Friedrich Hayek. 

Professor James Witte, Director of the Center for Social Science Research, released a new 
book, The Normal Bar.  The book presents findings on successful couples’ communication 
and relationships, garnered from surveys of over 70,000 people. Read the Washington 
Post review here. 

Finally, I want to announce that the college’s associate dean, Deborah 
Boehm-Davis, will be leaving her position effective July, 2013. She will be 
moving into my position, and will become the college’s new dean. After 36 
years at George Mason University, I have decided that it is time to move on to 
new adventures. It is likely that I won’t be far away, though, and it is my 
fondest hope that I will still be able to keep in touch with the most marvelous 

group of alumni that any college could hope for.   

Yours in Patriot Pride, 

 
Jack R. Censer 

Dean, College of Humanities and Social Sciences 
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