
  

 

January 2013 

Dear Alumnus, 

Happy New Year! I am pleased to report that 2013 is off to a terrific 

start here at the College of Humanities and Social Sciences. Students 
are back in class, we’ve weathered our first snowfall of the season, and 

we are looking forward to a busy and exciting semester. 

On Saturday, Jan. 19, the college held 

its 7th Annual CHSS Tailgate. Around 
100 alumni and friends came out on a 

chilly afternoon to enjoy some delicious 
food and drinks along with some real 

family fun. President Cabrera and his 
family were there, along with Mason’s 

cheerleaders, the outstanding pep band, 

the Green Machine, and even The Patriot mascot. Ken, the T-shirt 
launching pro you might know from basketball games, tossed T-shirts 

to the crowd in Mason Hall, and everyone had a marvelous time. To cap 
it off, the Patriots went on to defeat the Hofstra Pride 57-46! Go 

Patriots! We hope to see you next year at this always fun event. If you 

would like to see pictures from the Tailgate, please check them out on 
our Alumni Flickr page. 

I’m looking forward to a variety of exciting events in February: 

Homecoming: Men’s Basketball vs. Georgia State 

Saturday, Feb. 16 @ 4 p.m. 
We welcome back all of our alumni for Homecoming Weekend, Feb. 15-

17. This year’s theme is The Evolution of Greatness; the weekend will 
be full of activities and fun. Visit the website to learn about all of the 

activities planned and to register. We hope to see 
you there! 

Global Policy Scholar Joseph Nye: 
Presidential Influence on American Foreign 

Policy 

Wednesday, Feb. 6, 9:30 to 11 a.m. 
Johnson Center, Dewberry Hall South 

Joseph Nye, former dean of the Kennedy School of 
Government at Harvard University, will discuss his upcoming book, 

Presidential Leadership and the Creation of the American Era, and will 
moderate a debate on whether Congress should bar the U.S. President 

from carrying out drone strikes. We look forward to a fascinating and 

enriching discussion. RSVP here. 

 

 

College of Humanities and 
Social Sciences 

  

Upcoming Events 

 

Homecoming: Men’s Basketball vs. 
Georgia State 

Saturday, Feb. 16 
4 p.m. 

Register here for Homecoming events  

Presidential Advancement of 
American Foreign Policy in the 20th 

Century 
A Lecture by Joseph Nye 

Wednesday, Feb. 6 
9:30 to 11 a.m. 

Johnson Center, Dewberry Hall South 

Film Screening and Q&A: Beneath the 
Blindfold  

Wednesday, Feb. 6 
4:30 p.m. 

Johnson Center Cinema 

The Israeli-Palestinian Equation 

A Lecture by Ran Halévi 
Tuesday, Feb. 26 

7:30 p.m. 
HUB, Meeting Rooms 1 & 2 

Obama’s Second Term: Impact on 
the Global Community 

Wednesday, Feb. 27 

7:30 p.m. 
Meese Conference Room 
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The Israeli-Palestinian Equation: A Lecture by Ran Halévi 
Tuesday, Feb. 26, 7:30 p.m. 

HUB, Meeting Rooms 1 & 2 

George Mason Hillel and the College of Humanities and Social Sciences 

would like to welcome Professor Ran Halévi, political historian, research 

director at the French National Center for Scientific Research, and 
senior fellow at the Raymond Aron Center for Political Research in Paris. 

He is also a regular columnist at the French daily newspaper Le Figaro. 
RSVP to chssalum@gmu.edu. 

Obama’s Second Term: Impact on the Global Community 
Wednesday, Feb. 27, 7:30 p.m. 

Meese Conference Room 

What does a second Obama term mean for the United States and its 

place in the world? Three experts from the fields of journalism, politics, 
history, and national security will consider the implications in a panel 

discussion that is sure to be lively and informative. Find out more about 

the panel and RSVP here.  

Our faculty and students have given us reasons for pride lately. 

Professor Todd Kashdan has received the 2013 

Distinguished Scientific Award for Early Career 
Contribution to Psychology. The American 

Psychological Association gives this honor to career 
scientists for notable contributions made in the first 

nine years after receiving their doctoral degrees.  

  

Mason’s outstanding forensics team, led by Professor Peter Pober of 

the Department of Communication, 
continued its winning tradition at 

the HFO (Hell Froze Over) National 

Invitational tournament earlier this 
month. It claimed top school 

honors at the tournament, and co-
captain Robert Warchol took the individual sweepstakes honors. Read 

more here.  

The New York Times reported recently on the decrease in crime in New 

York City, and specifically cited the effectiveness of Professor David 
Weisburd’s “hot-spot” policing strategy.  Weisburd, a professor in the 

Department of Criminology, Law and Society, has focused on the 

geographic concentration of crime, and he has advised increasing the 
police presence and attention to these hot spots. The Times article 

reports that the strategy seems to be working.  

Alumni, we want to hear from you! Please let us know what you have 

been up to, so we can share it with your fellow Patriots. 

Yours in Patriot Pride, 

 

Jack R. Censer 
Dean, College of Humanities and Social Sciences 
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