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Dear Alumnus, 

Like much of the East Coast, George Mason University had a visit with Hurricane 
Sandy at the end of October. Thankfully, its effects on our campus were relatively 
mild, and our thoughts are with those who are rebuilding or are still without power. 

One consequence of the hurricane and the subsequent closure of the Fairfax 
campus was the two-week postponement of the college’s Celebration of 

Scholarship. This annual celebration is one of my favorite events; in one evening, 
we recognize the achievements of our faculty members as well as our most 

outstanding students. 

This year, we presented the Dean’s Challenge Award to 14 remarkable students 

(below) who have excelled academically while choosing a robust course load and 
contributing to their communities. 

 

We awarded Freshman Academic Achievement Scholarships  to 11 students who 

had great success in their first semester at Mason and who received outstanding 
letters of support from their professors. These awards are made possible by 

generous donations from friends of the college. 

As part of the Celebration of Scholarship, the college also awards the First-Sweitzer 

Scholarship, funded through the generosity of Douglas First and Sandra Sweitzer 
First. This award is given to an academically outstanding first-year, full-time 

student.  We also presented the Robert R. Thomas, Jr., Scholarship, which is 

awarded to an undergraduate transfer student with exceptional academic 
achievements during their first semester at Mason. 

 

College of Humanities and Social 
Sciences 

  

Upcoming Events 
  

Tuesday, Nov. 27 

Points of View Debate: “Foreign Policy: 
Idealism, Costs and National Purpose” 

7:30 p.m. 
Mason Hall, Meese Conference Room 

Thursday, Dec. 20 

Wednesday Convocation  

1 – 3 p.m. 
Patriot Center 

Saturday, Jan. 19 

7th Annual College of Humanities and 

Social Sciences Tailgate 

3 – 5 p.m. 

Mason Hall, Atrium 
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For the faculty Award for Scholarship, we acknowledged Colin Dueck, 
associate professor in the Department of Public and International 

Affairs (left), and CENTEC, the Center of Excellence in 

Neuroergonomics, Technology, and Cognition.  Colin is a renowned 

scholar of United States foreign policy, international strategy, and 
diplomacy, and his research on national security is well reviewed and 

highly relevant. 

CENTEC is funded through the United States Air Force, and works 

with the Air Force Research Laboratory’s Human Effectiveness 
directorate. Neuroergonomics studies brain function and its 

relationship to performance, safety, and efficiency in practical and 

work environments. The work performed by CENTEC has real world 
implications for how people can work better, safer, and more 

effectively. 

  

Another notable event is in the works; please mark your 

calendars for the 7th Annual CHSS Tailgate on January 19, 

2013 at 3 p.m. We will meet in the Mason Hall atrium before 
the Mason/Hofstra men’s basketball game which starts at 5 

p.m. When you register for the tailgate, you’ll also be able to 
purchase discounted priced tickets to the Hofstra game! Learn 

more about this family fun event and register here. 

Speaking of alumni, the New York Times recently reported that Kurt Schuler, PhD 

’92 Economics, a Treasury Department economist, discovered a rare transcript of 
the 1944 Bretton Woods Conference that set forth the foundations of the modern 

International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. The document added detail to 

the historical records of the meeting and illustrates the complexity and context of 
the conference’s debates, which took place in the heated international atmosphere 

of World War II. 

Another college alumnus, David Jackson, BA ’92 English, has been named Senior 

Director of Customs and Industry Compliance of the Retail Industry Leaders 
Association (RILA). David is an international trade attorney and will assist RILA 

members on Customs and general regulatory compliance issues.  His legal career 
has given him extensive experience working with law firms, private companies, and 

the federal government. 

As we prepare to embark on a busy season of exams and holidays, let me take a 

moment to wish each of you my thanks for your support over the past year, and 
my sincere wishes for you and your families for a happy and healthy Thanksgiving. 

Don’t forget to let the college know about your news so we can share it with your 

fellow alumni. 

Yours in Patriot Pride, 

 

Jack R. Censer 

Dean, College of Humanities and Social Sciences 

 Alumni Website 

 Alumni Events 

 Alumni Weekend 

Raja Parasuraman, Director, CENTEC 
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 Donate 

 Vision Series 

 Become a Fan on Facebook 

 Follow CHSS on Twitter 
 Stay Connected 
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