
  

 

Dear Alumnus, 

At George Mason, the fall semester is in full swing. The students are settling in, and 
the first hints of cool weather are in the air. It is a fantastic time of the year to be 

in Fairfax! 

And it is a marvelous time of year to be at the college. We are extremely pleased to 
have been recognized by the Academic Ranking of World Universities, which is 

conducted by researchers at the Center for World-Class Universities of Shanghai 

Jiao Tong University in China. The Shanghai Rankings evaluated 1,200 universities 
worldwide, and ranked Mason 39th in the area of social sciences, and 46th in the 

economics/business subject field. These rankings are an excellent measure of a 
university's research capability, and our ranking reflects the investment that the 

university has made in these areas. 

Here at the college, we are also busy gearing up for a terrific Alumni 

Weekend. The CHSS beer tasting promises to be a weekend highlight 
and a great opportunity to connect with professors and fellow alumni. 

This year, our beverages are being provided by the Port City Brewing 
Company, an artisanal brewer located in nearby Alexandria, Va. Port 

City is providing a selection of its most popular and seasonal drafts, 

presented by college alumnus Jason Camsky, BS Economics '08. Jason 
is the regional sales manager at Port City, and he will be serving 

Optimal Wit, Essential Pale Ale, Porter, and Okto berfest (learn more 
about Port City's beers). Delicious food pairings will also be served. 

Spots for the beer tasting are filling up; please register today and 

claim the five extra pint glasses we have unearthed! 

The New Century College is planning a unique opportunity for NCC and CHSS 
alumni alike. As part of Alumni Weekend, NCC is offering a Learning Community 

event, with a series of interactive, experiential-based learning activities geared 

towards advancing personal and professional development. As NCC Associate Dean 
Nance Lucas explains, "We want our alumni to have the opportunity to continue 

their education for one day in the spirit of lifelong learning." Register now! 

In alumni news, congratulations to Deputy Police Chief 

Lieutenant Colonel Bobby Barnard, MPA '02, for being named 
acting chief of the Prince William County police force. Barnard 

also earned his bachelor's degree in Criminology from Florida 
State University, and has graduated from the FBI National 

Academy, the University of Virginia Senior Executive Institute, 

the University of Richmond Professional Executive Leadership 
S chool, and the Police Executive Research Forum Senior 

Management Institute. 

 

Upcoming Events 

  

Monday, September 24 

Vision Series: 
Economics for Everyman 
Stephen Pearlstein, Robinson Professor of 
Public and International Affairs 
7 p.m. 
Center for the Arts, Concert Hall 

Saturday, October 6 

CHSS Alumni Beer Tasting 

4 - 6 p.m. 
Johnson Center, 
Dewberry Hall 

Tuesday, October 16 

Moments of Truth Lecture: "Global 
Citizenship" 
President Ángel Cabrera 

3 - 5 p.m. 
The Hub (Sub II) Ballroom, Fairfax Campus 

Saturday, October 27 

The Cuban Missile Crisis: 
50 Years Later 
10 a.m. - 2:15 p.m. 
Harris Theater, Fairfax Campus 

Monday, October 29 

Sixth Annual CHINA Town Hall Meeting 
7:15 -- 10 p.m. 
Johnson Center Cinema 
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On the other side of the United States, Joe Little, BA Speech 
Communication '98, was awarded a 2011 Emmy Award for On-

Camera Reporter Composite from the National Academy of 
Television Arts and Sciences, Pacific Southwest Chapter. Little 

has worked as a news reporter and anchor in Hagerstown, 

Maryland; Johnstown, Pennsylvania; and Carlsbad, California, 
and has been with 10News in San Diego since 2007. He 

speaks fondly of his years at Mason, and his work in front of 
(and behind) the camera showcases his unique and engaging 

style. Read more. 

Our faculty members continue to give us reasons to be proud. 

 

Professors Tyler Cowen and Alex Tabarrok, in 

Mason's economics department, have announced 
the inception of a unique and innovative online 

educational platform. These professors are not only 

Mason faculty, but college alumni, with Professor 
Cowen (left) receiving his BA in economics and 

Professor Tabarrok (right) receiving his PhD in 
economics from Mason. We look forward to their 

first course, Development Economics, which begins 

on October 1. Read more. 

History and art history faculty member Christopher Hamner is working with the Roy 
Rozensweig Center for History and New Media to serve as editor-in-chief of the 

Papers of the War Department 1784-1800. This groundbreaking project seeks to 

recreate the files of the original United States War Office, which was destroyed by 
fire in late 1800. Long believed lost, the Papers of the War Department project has 

recreated these records through careful detection and collection of sender and 
recipient copies of the correspondence with the War Office. The project then tu rns 

to public volunteers to transcribe the records electronically. 

Yours in Patriot Pride, 

 
Jack R. Censer 
Dean, College of Humanities and Social Sciences 
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