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Plaza
at 

    the

A glamorous couple transformed Manhattan’s 
landmark hotel into an enchanted forest, complete 
with sculpted boxwood hedges, a thicket  
of evergreens, and groves of cypress trees  
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Meet

“We wanted the 
wedding to  

feel elegant and 
sophisticated—
but still unex-
pected,” says 
Melissa Viso.  
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O
new york, new york “I love Manhat-
tan—my family has an apartment  
there. And no place is more New York 
than the Plaza Hotel. We had to have  
our reception there.”  

weekend celebration “On Thursday, 
my parents hosted a welcome bash  
at the Gramercy Park Hotel rooftop. On 
Friday, we rented out Rockefeller Cen-
ter’s ice rink for a private skating party—
that was a huge hit!” 

say yes to tHe dress “My Marchesa 
gown was the only dress I tried on.  
It made me feel like a bride, but still  
like myself.”

walk in tHe woods “I love weeping 
willows, so my wedding planners, Mimi 
and Bronson van Wyck, turned the  
Plaza’s ballroom into an enchanted for-
est—complete with a manzanilla, orchid, 
and creeping wild smilex ‘weeping willow’ 
installation above the head table.”

party animals “I couldn’t bring my 
two dogs to the wedding, so my florists 
surprised me by making sculpted  
topiaries that looked just like them.”

dinner is served “For entrées, we had 
grilled filet mignon and lemon branzino, 
but the cheese course was my favorite 
part of the meal—my brother-in-law, 
who’s French, helped select it.”

most memorable moment “Our fami-
lies love to dance, so music was a big  
deal to us. We secretly hired Grammy- 
winning singer Juan Luis Guerra to  
perform at the reception. For our first 
dance, he started singing a cappella  
offstage—then the curtain opened. 
Everyone rushed to the dance floor and 
stayed there all night!” 

take-Home tip “For a destination wed-
ding, use your stationery to get guests 
excited about traveling. Ours featured 
photographs of Manhattan from my 
parents’ art collection.”

“I adored my 
gown,” says 
the bride. 

“The skirt’s 
tulle overlay 
created the 
effect of  
a long train.”

1. The groom wore a tuxedo by Ermene-
gildo Zegna. 2. Melissa carried a Marchesa 
clutch and a lily-of-the-valley bouquet 
inspired by Princess Grace’s. 3. Eight-year-
old Marco, the bride’s nephew, was the 
ring bearer. 4. Melissa and José Andrés got 
married at the Church of St. Vincent Ferrer, 
within view of two lush arrangements of 
French tulips, garden roses, and camellia 
branches. “The church is so magnificent, 
we only put flowers on the altar and the 
door,” says the bride. 5. “The New York City 
Marathon was the same weekend,” she 
says. “But no matter how hectic the city got, 
our planners and the staff at the Plaza kept 
everything running smoothly.” 6. Instead 
of a large wedding party, the couple had 
just two attendants: a best man and a maid 
of honor, who carried a bouquet of peonies, 
antique garden roses, orchids, and sweet 
peas. 7. Father José Juan Cardona, the 
groom’s family priest, officiated the Catho-
lic ceremony. 8. Melissa prepped to walk 
down the aisle with her father. 
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On nOVeMBeR 5, 2011, Puerto Rico–
based couple Melissa Viso and José 
Andrés del Cueto invited 250 guests to 
a destination wedding in New York 
City. We asked the bride to share high-
lights from the celebration. 



Van Wyck & Van 
Wyck transformed 
the Plaza’s ballroom 
into a fantastical  
forest: Boxwood 
hedges lined the 
perimeter, faux grass 
carpeted the floor, 
and the stage curtain 
was hand-painted to 
resemble Monet’s 
garden. To highlight 
the head table,  
the floral team sur-
rounded it with 
20-foot trees and 
hung a weeping- 
willow arrangement 
overhead; hidden 
inside was a gold 
disco ball, which 
dropped at midnight 
to signal the start  
of the dance party.
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The newlyweds 
toasted with 
flutes of Tait-
tinger Nocturne 
Sec champagne, 
which the 
bride’s father 
chose especially 
for the wedding. 

“One of our pri-
orities was offer-
ing an amazing 
wine and cham-
pagne selection,” 
says Melissa.

1. At 2 a.m., late-night snacks (sliders, truffle 
mac-and-cheese) started making their way 
around the dance floor. 2. Mix-and-match 
tables and chairs made a big impact—espe-
cially the bright red bride-and-groom chairs. 

“That was a wonderful surprise,” says Melissa. 
3. The dinner napkins were embroidered 
with the couple’s monogram. “I kept them 
all,” she says. “Now I just need to throw a 
big party so we can use them.” 4. Moss and 
grapevine transformed the ballroom 
entrance. “It felt like a secret passageway,” 
says the bride. 5. A julep cup filled with 
blooms was placed at every seat. 6. Super-
star cake designer Sylvia Weinstock created 
this romantic buttercream confection, which 
was covered in sugar appliqués modeled 
after the reception flowers. 7. “Each table 
looked different,” says Melissa. “The mix of 
trinkets made it look as if we’d borrowed 
antiques from someone’s collection.” 8. “The 
dance floor was packed until three a.m.,” 
she says. “The highlight was dancing 
onstage with Juan Luis Guerra!”
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Ceremony venue The 
Church of St. Vincent 
Ferrer; csvf.org. Recep-
tion venue & catering 
The Plaza Hotel; theplaza 

.com. Environmental 
design & event produc-
tion (New York City) 
Van Wyck & Van Wyck; 
vanwyck.net. Event 
planning (Puerto Rico) 
Special Events Concept; 
ecrios@aol.com.  
Bride’s dress Marchesa; 
markingramatelier.com. 
Groom’s tuxedo 
Ermenegildo Zegna; 
zegna.com. Stationery 
Ellen Weldon Design; 
ellenweldondesign.com. 
Reception music Juan 
Luis Guerra, followed  
by DJ Wolf; djwolf1@ 
hotmail.com. Cake 
Sylvia Weinstock Cakes;  
sylviaweinstock.com. 
Hair Garren New York; 
garrennewyork.com. 
Makeup Maysoon 
Faraj and Andrew Soto-
mayor; maysoonfaraj@
mac.com. Transporta-
tion US Coachways; 
uscoachways.com. 
Videography Films by 
Francesco; filmsby 
francesco.com. Photog-
raphy Christian 
Oth Studio; christianoth 
studio.com.

 for more glamorous 
weddings, go to brides 
.com/realweddings.
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