VOL. 27 #2 newsletter for
friends of the chicago river
Spring/Summer 2014

river
the

REPORTER

Kickapoo Nears Completion

In addition to the benefits for people,
the animals that live at Kickapoo
Woods (or could) are also benefitting
This spring, Friends will be wrapping paved loop surrounding the field.
from the removal of the invasive
up a two year long restoration
Until recently, there was limited
species and the restoration of the
project in Kickapoo Woods, a Forest access to the rest of the preserve
natural landscape which provides
Preserves of Cook County (FPCC)
because of an impenetrable wall of
much healthier habitat than the
buckthorn which dominated the site.
parcel along the Little Calumet
invasive plant community that had
River, two and a half miles south
taken over. Since July 2013 Friends
of the river’s confluence with the
Fortunately that landscape has been
has been documenting the wildlife
transformed and with the help of
Cal-Sag Channel. Many visit this
in the area in cooperation with the
unique, 245-acre site to take
contractors and volunteers, Friends
Lincoln Park Zoo’s Urban Wildlife
advantage of the model airplane field has worked to restore 54 acres of
Institute. The Institute provided a
(fun for hobbyists and spectators
native, natural landscape at Kickapoo
game camera as part of their Urban
alike) and to exercise on the one-mile Woods for the wildlife and people
Wildlife Biodiversity Monitoring
that share it. Visitors
Program, and Friends installed it at
can now enjoy a
Kickapoo Woods.
natural woodland on
almost all of the site,
This camera has captured images of
with newly opened
scores of deer including territorial
sightlines and
bucks, some small mammals, coyotes,
increased access. This
as well as a German shepherd and
work has also brought
some curious people. Although we
the Little Calumet
have not captured an image of
River back into the
anything extraordinary, establishing
fabric of the preserve
that there is a very active wildlife
by removing the
community only strengthens the site
buckthorn that
as a valued natural resource to the
blocked physical and
region and local community.
visual access to the
river and opened up
A key part of the project at Kickapoo
a unique streambank
Woods was considering how
shelf that is suitable
The game camera in Kickapoo Woods has been capturing
naturalization has had a powerful
animal activity, 24 hours a day since July 2013. Animals
for all kinds of passive
impact on stormwater mitigation.
are attracted to a “scent sack” attached to a tree across
recreation such as
The work to clear the invasive
from the motion-activated camera. In addition to
canoeing, fishing,
providing information on the woods’ diversity, it is a fun
species from the site, coupled with
animal/bird watching,
way to catch an up close and personal glimpse of the
and hiking.
preserve’s residents, such as the coyote (above).
Story continued on page 5...
See page eleven for membership opportunities,
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A Little Forward Thinking
A cold, harsh winter makes spring
seem all the sweeter and here at
Friends we are aching to get outside.
This year, special because it is our
35th anniversary, we are planning a
multitude of wonderful events and
adventures to get people out on the
river and to help us do our work.
The season begins with Chicago
River Day on May 10, our annual
river clean up when people from all
over the watershed work together
at 70 locations to improve the river
through a myriad of activities
including picking up garbage,
improving wild landscapes, and
working on river-edge trails. Friends’
McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago
River Museum opens the same
weekend providing members free
entry to Chicago’s only open
bridgehouse to see the gears and
learn about the river. June ushers in
the Big Fish Ball, our fabulous gala
along the river in front of the
Merchandise Mart on June 5, and
on June 19 Friends hosts the Eve
of the Solstice Cruise to benefit the
bridgehouse museum. Canoe trips
start on June 28.
Yet while the winter months were
cold it does not mean we weren’t busy.
Friends completed several major
projects that help the Chicago River
this year. First of all, Friends finished
a 54-acre restoration project at
Kickapoo Woods, which transformed
it from a buckthorn thicket to a
healthy woodland habitat which
benefits wildlife, water quality, and
visitors to the site. In our public
policy and planning division, Friends
completed two significant studies.
First, we concluded an assessment
of land holdings owned by the
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Metropolitan Water Reclamation
District using a GIS map overlaid
by 27 data layers that relate to
stormwater management, recreation,
and habitat potential. Although the
final data is still in the development
stage, the map already highlights
areas that are promising for green
infrastructure, wildlife, and public
access. The assessment will be an
excellent tool for all kinds of uses
and river-edge planning. Friends
also completed the first phase of a
stormwater management project
intended to eliminate erosion in the
Cook County forest preserves to
protect the river from sedimentation
and the forest preserves’ land from
being washed away. This
Gullywalking effort (see page 5)
located 189 gullies which we can
now consider how to repair.
Of course these are just a few of the
highlights from our winter work - we
can’t forget the success at the Chicago
River Student Congress with nearly
200 students from over 20 schools
teaching each other peer-to-peer but we are ready to move onto
summer and to ask you to come with.
But before that please consider
becoming a Chicago River
Commodore so you can win
FABULOUS prizes from REI, have
fun, and help Friends of the Chicago
River in our continued effort to make
the Chicago River one of the world’s
greatest metropolitan rivers.
Find out more about all of this on
our website or in the pages beyond.
Thank you, and see you on the river
in the spring!

Margaret Frisbie

Executive Director
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Bridgehouse Museum Open to One and All
Join Friends as we kick off our McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago River
Museum’s ninth season on May 10. Come discover the river’s wonders inside
the landmark five-story bridge tower and try to catch the scheduled bridge
lift at 11 a.m. Opening Day. Admission will be free on Opening Day in
honor of Chicago River Day (see event invitation on page seven).
Friends’ Bridgehouse Museum celebrates the Chicago River and its
world-famous movable bridges and is the only bridgehouse that is open to
the public. On bridge lift days, the massive gears inside the museum come
to life to lift the bridge out of the way of passing boats. Don’t miss the lift
on May 14, when the Michigan Avenue Bridge turns 94 years old and we
celebrate with cake!
Museum hours are Thursday through Monday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., May 10
through October 31. The museum will also open on select Wednesdays in
the spring and fall for bridge lift viewings only. General admission is free for
Friends of the Chicago River members, $5 or less for non-members.
Bridge lift tickets are $10 and Friends’ members receive a $3 discount.
For details, visit www.chicagoriver.org/events.
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RIFFLES & CURRENTS
Youth Outdoor
Ambassadors
The Forest Preserves of Cook County
recently launched the new Youth
Outdoor Ambassadors program for the
Millennium Reserve-Calumet Region
to give young adults an active voice
and role in the Forest Preserves. The
Ambassadors will work together to
identify the types of programs that
resonate with their peers, and help
young people to become lifelong
advocates for nature.
Representatives of the Youth Outdoor
Ambassadors program attended
Friends’ Chicago River Student
Congress where they networked with
200 students from over 20 middle and
high schools across Cook County.
It is very important that youth and
young people become advocates for
a cleaner healthier environment. The
Ambassadors will more effectively
overcome barriers that prevent their
peers from caring and taking action
for the Forest Preserves and for the
Chicago River.

Chicago Riverwalk,
Phase 2, Begins
The City of Chicago Department
of Transportation started riverwalk
construction for Phase 2 of the
Chicago Riverwalk on the south side
of Wacker Drive in late winter.
The current scope includes
underbridge connections at State,
Dearborn, and Clark streets and new
riverwalk at river level in between,
extending it all the way to LaSalle.
The block designs which can be
viewed on the city’s website include
The Marina, The Cove, and The
River Theater.
The linear park will offer a variety
of activities and places to enjoy the
pageantry of the river including an
urban forest, boat docks, kayak
rentals, cafés, native plant gardens
and a plenty of places for people just
to hang out along the river. Current
plans call for construction to be
completed in 2016.

Chicago’s
River at
Work and
at Play
Chicago authors Neal Samors and
Steven Dahlman recently published
a new book entitled Chicago’s River
At Work and At Play which uses
photographs and a blend of timelines,
interviews, architectural descriptions,
and short narratives to tell the story of
the Chicago River and its critical role
shaping Chicago.
With a preface by former Chicago
Mayor Richard M. Daley and
interviews with river stakeholders
ranging from newscaster and
documentarian, Bill Kurtis, to David
Ulrich, executive director of the Great
Lakes & St. Lawrence Seaway Initiative
to Margaret Frisbie, Friends’ executive
director, the book highlights the river’s
past, present, and bright future.
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HIGH
Water Marks
Friends of the Chicago River recognizes the generous contributions and support
of members, donors, program participants and partners at $250 and above from
December 1, 2013, to March 15, 2014.

INDIVIDUALS
$5,000 and above
Judith Bassoul
Craig and Kate Coit
Hank and Wendy Paulson
Gregory and Sarah Van Schaack
$1,000 - $4,999
Aaron and Nicole Block
Kent Brown and
Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Stacee A. Hasenbalg
Thomas and Barbara Honn
Lawrence and Denise Kaplan
Victor and Barbara Zaveduk
$500 – $999
Joe and Ann Marie Arden
Mary Bacon
David and Ellen Beals
Philip Enquist and Joanna Karatzas
Mike Frerker and Allison Park
Howard Isenberg
Eugene P. Jarvis
Thomas M Jones
Michael and Cindy O’Connor

$250 - $499
George and Ellen Benson
John and Toni Burt
Joe and Paula Dempsey
Peter and Ginny Foreman
Jay Franke and Pamela Baker
Leo and Linda Gordon
Scott and Cindy Grau
Stewart Hudnut
Mary E. Lambert
Gregg J. LaPore
Robert Mayer
John M. O’Connell
Chris and Nan Parson
Michael Quinlan
Henrietta Saunders
Reven Uihlein-Fellars
Gintaras A. Vaisnys
Laurene von Klan and
Sarah Kilpatrick
FOUNDATIONS, CORPORATIONS,
GOVERNMENT, AND OTHER

$10,000 - $25,000
Bloomberg Philanthropies
The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation
Exelon Corporation
Peoples Gas
Prince Charitable Trusts
UPS - Illinois District
$3,500 - $9,999
The Boeing Company
GoodWorks Chicago
Illinois EPA, Bureau of Water
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Ogden Avenue Materials
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill LLP
WRD Environmental
$1,000 - $3,499
Anonymous
EarthShare of Illinois
Forest Preserves of Cook County
Fuzzy Math
McDermott Will & Emery LLP
Johnson Ohana Charitable Foundation
The Oppenheimer Family Foundation
Weglarz Company
William Blair & Company
$250 - $999
Intrinsic Landscaping, Inc.
Prassas Landscape Studio LLC
Bartlett Tree Experts
Dixon Enterprise
Lake County Stormwater Management
Commission
Lawrence’s Fisheries
Sims Metal Management, Inc.

Cardno ENTRIX
Jocarno Fund
Lakeshore Foundation, Inc.
Nuveen Investments
Wedner Family Foundation
Voice for the River –
Endowment Gifts
Kent Brown and
Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Laurene von Klan and
Sarah Kilpatrick
Arthur Wong
David M. Wong and Wai-Sinn Chan
In-kind
Chicago Architecture Foundation
Chicago History Museum
Chicago Trolley Co. &
Chicago Double Decker Co.
Cicchetti Restuarant
Dick’s Last Resort
East Bank Club
The House Theatre of Chicago
Kingston Mines
Museum of Contemporary Art
Redmoon Theater
John G. Shedd Aquarium
Sheffield’s Beer & Wine Garden, Inc.
Shoreline Sightseeing
Thodos Dance Chicago

We apologize if any names have been
omitted, misspelled, or otherwise
incorrectly listed. Please contact us at
friends@chicagoriver.org so that we can
correct our records.

Friends of the Chicago River is a proud member of

$50,000 and above
Alphawood Foundation
Grand Victoria Foundation

The Otter Society
Friends of the Chicago River is pleased to invite our supporters and river enthusiasts to join The Otter Society, our
new major donor program. In return for a minimum annual gift of $1,500 or more, Otter Society members will
receive prominent recognition and unique benefits which may include:
• A guided river boat tour and/or a customized guided canoe trip.
• A private catered cocktail party or bridgelift breakfast at our McCormick Bridgehouse Museum.
• An early morning guided bird watching and/or wildlife spotting expedition along the river’s edge.
• A permanent recognition plaque in our Bridgehouse Museum.
Friends is always happy to personalize experiences and events for our most
generous Otter Society members. Friends was especially honored to have as one
of its first Charter Members, John Baird, founder of Baird & Warner, philanthropist
and a huge civic booster of the area he called home. Sadly, Mr. Baird recently passed
away, but through his gift, we will honor his memory by continuing to improve the
Chicago River for the people, plants, and animals who call it home.
If you are interested in learning more about The Otter Society, planned giving or
making any sustaining or endowment gifts, please contact Mary Beth Sova, Director
of Development, at (312) 939-0490, ext. 19 or msova@chicagoriver.org.
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Now Gullywalking Becomes Gullyfixing
Two years ago Friends of the Chicago River launched Gullywalkers, an
ambitious volunteer-based surveying program dedicated to locating and
measuring all of the gullies along the Chicago River in the Forest Preserves of
Cook County (FPCC). Caused by stormwater dumped on the forest preserves
or from unnatural disruptions to the natural landscapes within them,
gullies are a sign that the hydrology is in disarray and the net result is
protected forest preserve land is washed away into the river polluting it
(see Kickapoo story on page 1).
After being trained by Friends’ staff in partnership with the FPCC and REI,
over 18 months Gullywalkers braved all kinds of weather and walked nearly 50
miles of riverbank, measuring the length, depth, and general severity of gullies
and worked to find their source. Gullywalkers also marked each location with
GPS and all of the data was uploaded into maps that can be used to prioritize
the gullies for restoration and repair.
Gullywalkers identified 189 gullies and now Friends is sorting through their
data and it is our hope that we can start to address the gully issue with the 14
gullies at our restoration site at Kickapoo Woods. Friends will work with the
FPCC to develop plans and a process so Gullywalkers can become Gullyfixers.
This effort will improve the health of the forest preserves and our river that
flows through them for people, plants, and wildlife.

A rather large gully at Miami Woods flows
into the North Branch of the Chicago River.

...Story continued from page 1
some targeted revegetation, has
allowed the native plant community
to thrive and has begun to reverse
the deleterious effects this type of
monoculture has on the way that
stormwater moves on, through, and
off the site.
The reestablishment of native species
is one of most effective ways to
increase stormwater infiltration.
Given that the water falling on
Kickapoo Woods drains into the
Little Calumet River, it is all the
more important for restoration
efforts to focus on stormwater
attenuation. Deep-rooted native
plants not only increase infiltration
rates, but slow down the speed at
which stormwater flows over terrain,
reducing the rate of erosion and
debilitating sedimentation. While it
is not toxic, sediment is still the most
common pollutant in streams, rivers,
lakes, and reservoirs. Not only does
sediment disrupt the food chain by

Kickapoo Woods after all the buckthorn
has been removed by machine (see more
about buckthorn on page 6). Increased
sunlight will help a more diverse plant
community thrive.

To document and understand the
impact the restoration has had on
the hydrology of Kickapoo Woods,
Friends installed stormwater
samplers at two locations at the site.
The samplers collect data on the
way that rainwater moves and on
the quality of the water entering the
Little Calumet River. Friends’ staff
will continue to collect and analyze
the data as a way to track changes in
water quality over time.

This project is a great example of
the holistic results that can be
achieved through strong
filling in the habitat of the stream’s
partnerships and quality restoration
smallest organisms, clogging the gills efforts. From the day-to-day
of fish, and limiting organism success experiences of preserve visitors and
in mating and feeding by limiting
local wildlife, to improved water
visibility, but it burdens the human
quality in the Little Calumet River
community with additional costs
and in the Chicago River System
associated with the treatment of
as a whole, the benefits of the
drinking water and increases the risk restoration of a large site such as
of flooding by clogging storm drains Kickapoo Woods permeates
and catch basins.
throughout the watershed.
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Sign up as a Chicago River
Commodore NOW and Win
Fabulous Gifts from REI
Looking for a simple and easy way to make the river
healthier? Become a Chicago River Commodore
AND win fabulous gifts from REI. Centered around
Chicago River Day for 2014, the Chicago River
Commodores is a peer-to-peer fundraising effort
that asks your friends and family to support
improving one of our most valuable natural
resources: the Chicago River!
You or your team can become a Commodore when
you register for Chicago River Day OR just sign up on
your own. All Commodores will be entered in a raffle
for two tickets to see Jack Johnson performs live
in Chicago and to receive additional gifts from REI.
Furthermore, top fundraisers will receive special gifts
courtesy of REI.

By becoming a commodore, you can help us reach
our goal of recruiting 100 River Commodores to
raise $100 each. But don’t feel limited by this goal.
Challenge yourself, because the more you make, the
more we can improve and protect the Chicago River
making it a healthier, more accessible resource for
people, plants, and animals.
Learn more about the event and get started on your
personalized fundraising page today by visiting
www.chicagoriver.org and click on “Become a
Chicago River Commodore.”

Win gifts from:

The Bad on Buckthorn
Although Asian carp receives much of the press,
there are several invasive species that are already
well-established within the Chicago region. One of
the most dangerous to our local ecology is European
buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica).
An understory tree, buckthorn was introduced to the
Americas from Europe in the 1800s and became widely
popular as a natural hedge and to mark property lines
because of its ability to grow quickly and densely with a
multitude of thorns.
Unfortunately, these same aggressive characteristics
made buckthorn a practically unstoppable menace in our
woodlands and prairies. It shades out sun-loving native
species and outcompetes others for water and nutrients.
If left unchecked, buckthorn creates a monoculture
with decreased biodiversity in which it is the only
plant growing.
The loss of native plants leaves soil exposed means a loss
of critical wildlife habitat and increased flooding,
erosion, and sedimentation as the landscape no longer
has deep-rooted native plants to capture and filter
stormwater runoff and sediment. In addition studies
show that buckthorn releases a chemical compound
called emodin which is toxic to amphibian embryos,
disrupting their development and preventing hatching.
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Schurz High School students cutting buckthorn as part of a
restoration field trip with Friends of the Chicago River. Buckthorn
is one of the most insidious invasive plants in our region and is
now shown to prevent reproduction in amphibians.

Buckthorn is listed in the Illinois Invasive Weeds Act
which prohibits its sale and/or purchase in Illinois.
Buckthorn removal has been one of the major
components in the project Friends of the Chicago River
has been working on at Kickapoo Woods (see cover
story on page 1) and a host of other locations along the
river. The buckthorn growth at Kickapoo had been so
dense that some areas had to be clear-cut before
replanting with native stock could happen.
Many groups around the region, including Friends of
the Chicago River, offer volunteer opportunities to
combat this threat to our river system and natural areas;
check out www.chicagoriver.org to find how you can
get involved.

You’re Invited! to Chicago River Day
The Chicago River has come a long way over the years but we still need your help transforming it into one of the
world’s greatest metropolitan rivers. Be a part of its continuing revitalization by joining Friends of the Chicago
River on Saturday, May 10, 2014, for Chicago River Day!
Common snapping turtle
Chelydra serpentina
Illustration by Jen Pagnini
www.spinystudio.com

Friends welcomes individuals, families, schools, corporate teams, scout troops,
community and conservation groups to take part in Chicago River Day.
Everyone is welcome!
Signing up is as easy as 1-2-3
1. Go to www.chicagoriver.org/get-involved/
volunteer/chicago-river-day.
2. Pick a site near you or one of particular interest.
3. Register for your site online by clicking on the
registration button for your site.
Then just show up the morning of May 10 with a smile and ready
to get a little dirty helping make the Chicago River cleaner.
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Sponsors
PRESENTING & SWAMP WHITE OAK SPONSOR

WHITE ASH SPONSOR

QUAKING ASPEN
Cynthia Weglarz Rountree Fund

Illinois EPA

REI

Sponsors
as of March 27, 2014
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Explore the Chicago River: Getting Online to Get Ouside
place to grab a cool drink and a bite
to eat while taking in the city
architecture and boats along the
river, or even a little history of the
bridges that span the urban canyons
of downtown? All of this and more
will be a click away on Explore the
Chicago River. With an easy to
navigate map, this new site will offer
all those who live near the Chicago
River and the many visitors who
travel to our city a simple way to
explore the river and find the perfect
way to experience this unique
waterway. While scrolling through
the map you can discover the
Chicago River like never before.
Find a park or preserve in your area,
Do you want to know the nearest
place to launch your boat, or the best research some of Chicago’s history
As Chicagoans rise from their winter
slumber and embark on another
spring and summer of fun-filled
activities around the city, Friends of
the Chicago River plans to offer a
new tool to navigate the ever
expanding array of recreational and
entertainment options throughout
the region and highlight restoration
work along the river. After months
of planning and hard work, Friends
plans to unveil Explore the Chicago
River this May. It will be an
interactive website that functions
as your guide to any and everything
the Chicago River has to offer.

The riverwalk is just one of the many sites with activities that will be highlighted on the
new Explore the Chicago River interactive website.

along the river’s edge and discover
Friends’ newest restoration sites
and events.
Along with the innumerable
recreational and entertainment
options this website will provide,
Explore the Chicago River will
showcase the tireless work Friends
and its partners do to restore and
improve the Chicago River. You can
view and connect with events run
by Friends of the Chicago River and
from this one website you will be
able to see active restoration sites as
well as successes that have made the
Chicago River a more beautiful and
hospitable waterway.
With the generous help from
Janitor, LTD who have made this
website possible, Friends plans for
Explore the Chicago River to launch
in the middle of May. As warmer
weather arrives in Chicago, allow
Explore the Chicago River to be your
guide to experiencing the river and
all it has to offer. If you would like
updates on the launch of this
innovative new tool for everything
Chicago River sign up for email news
alerts at www.chicagoriver.org.

2014 Annual Meeting & Volunteer Appreciation Event
Celebrating your commitment to making the Chicago River one of the world’s greatest metropolitan rivers.

Wednesday, April 16, 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Members Only - RSVP Required - Location disclosed upon RSVP
Appreciate the grand design of a LEED gold river-friendly building while you:
• Meet and mingle with other members, volunteers, and Friends’ staff and board.
• Learn how you can become more involved with Friends of the Chicago River.
• Hear from Friends’ staff and board about Friends’ projects and priorities.
• Ask questions about our work and the state of the Chicago River.
• Meet our Volunteer of the Year, River Champion, and more!
RSVP to Archita Singh by calling (312) 939-0490, ext. 10
or emailing asingh@chicagoriver.org
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River Field Trips E
Spring is field trip season for Friends’ Chicago River Schools Network
(CRSN), a group of 300 teachers from 190 schools and organizations
across the Chicago River watershed. This school year, over 4,000
students from the CRSN will visit the Chicago River and use it as a living
classroom. They will study chemistry, biology, language arts, and ecology,
but the true value of these excursions into the natural environment is in
raising students’ self esteem and improving their attitudes and future
actions toward the natural world and the Chicago River.
In his 2005 book, Last Child in the Woods, Richard Louv states that
alienation of nature in a child’s life, a situation he terms nature-deficit
“You Can Do It” (Hold a crayfish, that is) by
disorder, can manifest itself in a “diminished use of the senses, attention
Anleyan, third grader at Audubon Elementary.
difficulties, and higher rates of physical and emotional
distress.” Friends has long held the belief that exposure
to and interaction with the natural world is beneficial
and is a partner in the Leave No Child Inside initiative
and a supporter of its Children’s Outdoor Bill of Rights.
To learn more, please visit www.chicagowilderness.org/
As spring finally comes to Chicago and the river
what-we-do/leave-no-child-inside/.
begins to thaw, it’s time to get out on the river and
play! The Chicago River has miles and miles of
Students who take a field trip with Friends do take
wander-able waterways just waiting to be explored.
away more than just the lessons they do as a class. We
The best way to do that is to hop in a canoe for the
encourage up close and personal experiences with the
most intimate river experience. Whether it’s your
river, those that allow them to explore the river and
first time in a canoe or your 100th, whether you’re
really develop a relationship with it. Only by getting
interested in wildlife or urban vistas, or whether
students to truly care about the river can we ever hope
you’re seven or 77, our Urban Canoe Adventures
to get them to care for it as adults. Don’t take our word
program provides a fun and safe way to get an
for it. Below are two of the many thank you letters we
up-close encounter with your river from the
got from Audubon Elementary School after their trip to
Skokie Lagoons to the Little Calumet River
the Chicago River last spring (Note: original spelling):
and everywhere in between. Join us! Visit
www.chicagoriver.org or trip details on page 11.

Paddling in the Spring

“Thank you for teaching me all about catching crayfish and
when I flipped over the rock I found lots of bugs, crayfish, etc.
It felt so cool to hold the crayfish by its exo skeleton. I almost
got pinched by a crayfish, but I moved at the last second. Also,
on the hike I found a bunny rabbit. I also found deer tracks.
Thank you for this wonderful field trip.”

- Charlie, third grader at Audubon Elementary

“I had so much fun. My favorite part was when I was hiking
I felt like I was back in Hawii. I spotted two deer and I cote a
crayfish with my baer hand and when I got in the water it felt
soooo good and thanks for some of the tips for catching a
crayfish. This was the best field trip because of you guys. This
field trip would of never happened with out you!!”

- Emily, third grader at Audubon Elementary
Drawing of a
crayfish by Paul,
third grader
at Audubon
Elementary.

See wildlife or world famous architecture from a canoe with
Friends of the Chicago River.
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river LIFE
The common snapping turtle, as its name implies, is
a large freshwater turtle that is found across North
America and, despite urban development and habitat
loss, is still found in the Chicago River. Its natural range
extends over the United States east of the Rocky
Mountains and up into southern Canada.
A prehistoric wonder, snapping turtles have a large
head and a mouth with a hooked beak attached to a
very muscular mobile neck (hence the scientific name
“serpentina,” meaning “snake-like”). They also have a
stocky body, powerful legs with long claws, and a long
tail with saw tooth projections on upper surface. They
are large turtles with shells up to 18 inches in length and
typically weigh between 10 and 35 pounds. Snapping
turtles can live to be over 40 years old in the wild.
Although they can appear large and menacing,
snapping turtles are actually rather shy creatures. They
prefer habitats that supply all of their needs within “easy
reach” that don’t require them to move around very
much. They like shallow ponds, lakes, and streams with
a muddy bottom and moderately dense vegetation. Look
for just the slight appearance of their head and nostrils
above the water’s surface as they catch a breath. In water,
they usually slip quietly away from any disturbance.
Snapping turtles “snap” their jaws only when startled or
threatened. They do this because, unlike other turtles,
they are too large to hide in their own shells.
These turtles are a vital component of any river
ecosystem. They are omnivores and are important
aquatic scavengers; but they are also opportunists that
will forage and prey on anything they can swallow,
including many invertebrates,
fish, frogs, snakes and other
turtles, unwary birds,
and even small
mammals.

Common snapping turtle
Chelydra serpentina
Illustration by Jen Pagnini
www.spinystudio.com
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Chelydra serpentina

Snapping turtles are remarkably cold-tolerant. Studies
have shown that some individuals do not hibernate, but
remain active under the ice during the winter.
In the Chicago River system, one of the obvious places
for snapping turtles to live and nest would be in the
river in the forest preserves. However according to
Forest Preserve biologists habitat is limited for nesting
there because of the prevalence of buckthorn (see story
on page 6) which turns riverbanks into a tangle of brush
through which turtles can’t dig. Research has shown that
confines nesting into too few areas and predators are
attuned to them. Predators then eat both the eggs and
the hatchlings as they emerge limiting the addition of
new turtles to the river system.
If forced, snapping turtles will travel extensively
over land to reach new habitat or to lay eggs. If you
encounter a snapping turtle travelling over land,
especially in early summer, it is most likely a female on
her way to lay eggs. Shy in water, they can be extremely
aggressive on land. Never disturb or attempt to pick up
a snapping turtle, as they will do what they can to get
away from you. Do not return them to the water either,
as they will just make the attempt again. Females need
to find dry sandy soil in which to lay their eggs, often
quite a distance from the water so the nest does not get
flooded. After digging a hole, the female typically
deposits 25 to 80 eggs in the nest.
Snapping turtles are one of many misunderstood
creatures that make their
home in our rivers.
Their appearance
can be frightening,
but that is what
their appearance
is supposed to
accomplish. Like much
of our wildlife, they simply
wish to be left alone. They
need our respect and for us to
protect and improve the rivers
that they call home. They can
take care of the rest.

Spring/Summer Calendar of Events
Chicago River Day
Saturday, May 10, 2014
9 a.m. to 12 noon
Planning for Chicago River Day 2014
has already begun and this year’s
presenting sponsor is Exelon! Mark your
calendars for May 10, 2014! Find out
more at www.chicagoriver.org

Bridgehouse Museum Opening
Saturday, May 10, 2014
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Join Friends for the opening Saturday
at our Bridgehouse Museum. Find out
more at www.chicagoriver.org.

Big Fish Ball
Thursday, June 5, 2014
Join us at Friends’ celebration of the
Chicago River under tents on the
Merchandise Mart’s Riverside Drive.
Highlights include sumptuous cocktails
and delicious dining along the river, live
river animals, river-centric entertainment
and getting on the river. Gala Co-Chairs

are Stacee Hasenbalg and Jim Mark.
Contact Mary Beth Sova to reserve your
tickets or table now at (312) 939-0490,
ext. 19, or msova@chciagoriver.org.
The 2014 Big Fish Ball is presented
by HERE – Maps for Life.

CRSN Workshops for Teachers
Are you a teacher, or know a
teacher you can share these with?
Aquatic Ecology
Saturday, April 26
9:15 a.m. to 1:15 p.m.
at the Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum
Fee: $20; Grade Level: 5th-12th;
CPDU Credits: 4
The Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum
and Friends of the Chicago River team
up to bring this highly engaging
workshop on the ecology of Chicago’s
waterways. To register, contact the
Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum at
(773) 755-5100.

Rivers Curriculum
Mon. - Thurs., July 21-24
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. each day
Fee: $125; Grade Level 7th-12th; CPDU
credits: 30; Grad Credits: 2
This four-day workshop is presented
in partnership with DePaul University.
Lessons are inquiry-based and handson, introducing students to river
concepts and issues in a real world
approach. To register, contact Mark
Hauser, mhauser@chicagoriver.org or
(312) 939-0490, ext. 11.

Paddle the Chicago River
Saturday, June 28
Downtown Canyons Paddle
Saturday, August 23
Little Calumet River Paddle
Saturday, September 13
Skokie Lagoons Night Paddle
Saturday, September 27
North Branch Wilderness Paddle
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YES! I want to support the Chica
Your contribution is tax deductible as allowed
Your gift today makes you a member of Friends of the Chicago River.

$_____________

Yes! I want to join The Otter Society with my gift of $1,500 or more.
Contact me with details regarding gift recognition and special member opportunities.
$1,000
$500
$250
$156
$100

Wild Mink		
Great Horned Owl
Yellow-headed Blackbird
Black-crowned Night Heron
Blanding’s Turtle / Business

$75
$35
$10

Tiger Salamander / Family
Chorus Frog / Individual
Prairie Dropseed / Volunteer,
Teacher, or Student

Other

$_____________________________

Name _________________________________________________________________________________
Company (if applicable) ___________________________________________________________________
For recognition purposes, list my name or company as ______________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________________________
Prefered phone _____________________________ Email _____________________________________
My check made payable to Friends of the Chicago River is enclosed.
Charge my credit card (circle one) American Express Discover MasterCard

Visa

Card # ____________________________________________________________________________
Exp. Date _____________________________________ Security code _______________________
Cardholder’s name and billing address (if different than above) ______________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
Please contact me about volunteer opportunities via
Please do NOT add me to your email communications list.

Prefered phone

Email

by law. Please send it to Friends of the Chicago
River at 411 South Wells Street, Suite 800,
Chicago, IL 60607 or make your gift online at
www.chicagoriver.org/get_involved/membership.
For all contributions over $35, Friends of the
Chicago River members receive:
* Free general admission, discounts on bridge lift
and tour tickets, and merchandise discounts at our
McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago River Museum;
* Discounts on our canoe trips;
* A subscription to the River Reporter newsletter, filled
with important information on issues that effect the
Chicago River plus a calendar of river-related events;
* Volunteer bulletins, email actions alerts, and other
opportunities for hands-on involvement;
* Invitations to special events like Chicago River Day
and the Big Fish Ball;
* Listing in our Annual Report;

And perhaps most significantly,
* The reward of knowing that your membership
contribution has a direct impact on improving
the Chicago River’s health and vitality.

Business members also receive a certificate
showing your customers and employees that you
care about the environment and the Chicago River.
Donors of $250 and above are eligible for
additional recognition opportunities.
Those with support of $1,000 and above for the
year are also included on an annual plaque at
our McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago
River Museum. Naming opportunities at the
Bridgehouse Museum are available as well.
Friends of the Chicago River
is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) organization.
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Chicago River Day

Saturday, May 10, 2014, 9 a.m. to 12 noon
Planning for Chicago River Day 2014 has already begun and this year’s
presenting sponsor is Exelon! Mark your calendars for May 10, 2014, and
sign up to be a Chicago River Commodore!

9th Annual Big Fish Ball
Thursday, June 5, 2014

Join us at Friends’ celebration of the Chicago River under tents on the
Merchandise Mart’s Riverside Drive. Highlights include sumptuous
cocktails and delicious dining along the river, live river animals, river-centric
entertainment and getting on the river. Gala Co-Chairs are Stacee Hasenbalg
and Jim Mark. Contact Mary Beth Sova to reserve your tickets or table now at
(312) 939-0490, ext. 19, or msova@chciagoriver.org. The 2014 Big Fish Ball is
presented by HERE – Maps for Life.
Governor Pat Quinn takes in a wolf at the 2013 Big Fish Ball alongside
Margaret Frisbie (left) and Craig Coit (right). Photo by Brittany Harthan.

The River Reporter is printed on recycled paper.
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