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A Big Bang for Your Buck
One of the issues that has hindered 
water quality improvement for the 
Chicago River system is that too
often when Friends identified critical 
investments that would make the
river healthier, too many political
leaders only asked “how much?”
Despite the moral imperative to
protect this incredible resource,
they never even considered what
the benefits to the river and our
community might be if we invested
in its health.

Today we are seeing positive change, 
but that limited way of thinking 
reigned for many years and
effectively curbed all kinds of
infrastructure investment and policy 
changes that would have helped 
improve the Chicago River.  In many 
cases it was kind of financial fear or 
lethargy that slowed the river’s
recovery process even though we
knew exactly what we needed to do.

To address that issue and provide a 
useable tool for ourselves, elected 
officials, and critical decision makers 
for the future, Friends of the Chicago 
River and our partner, Openlands, set 
out to prove that investing in the
Chicago River would pay us back.
We targeted four investment areas
essential to improvement and

identified, completed, planned, and
proposed projects within them to
demonstrate how spending money
could result in more traditional
economic benefits in addition to
the clean water, reduced flooding, and 
more and better public access to the 
river that improve our quality of life.

The four areas studied
included:

1. Sewage effluent
disinfection to
eliminate
harmful bacteria
and pathogens 
from the water 
that is discharged 
into the Chicago 
River from three 
sewage treatment 
plants through the 
regular sewage 
treatment process,

2. Stormwater
management
through green infrastructure that 
will reduce flooding, pollution
from runoff, and combined
sewer overflows,

3. A completed the Tunnel and  
Reservoir Plan (TARP) which will 

reduce flooding and combined                  
sewer overflows, and

4. The acquisition and development
of land along the river by the city of 
Chicago and Chicago Park District 
that allows greater public use of this 
tremendous natural asset.

Working with a team of environmental 
economists to analyze that data, we 
also conducted a stakeholder survey to 
better understand what the current and
future users thought was important
for the Chicago River.

The results were overwhelming.
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                                                                          Photo by Matt Binns

Standing on a bridge downtown
looking at the Chicago River it is easy 
to comprehend the ever increasing 
role that the river plays as the
lifeblood of the city and the economic 
contribution it can make.

The water is teeming with activity
including tour boats and motor boats; 
water taxis and canoes; kayaks, barges, 
and these days even jet skis—not to 
mention floating Fiats if you saw the 
news in August. All along the river’s 
banks, there is an increase in activity
as people begin to embrace the
Chicago River at long last and on a 
summer evening you can barely get
a seat at one of the myriad of
restaurants starting to line the
river’s banks. 

The Chicago River is a river whose 
time has come.

Yet the Chicago River is not only in 
Chicago, nor is it just a backdrop for 
the people who live, visit, or work 
within its watershed. At 156 miles 
in length, the Chicago River flows 
through two counties, past parks 
and preserves, and over 40 suburban 
communities north and south. In this 
densely populated part of the world, 
the Chicago River serves as critical 
habitat to all kinds of wildlife ranging 
from the familiar (beavers, muskrats, 
and snapping turtles) to the less so 

like the paper pondshell, a kind
of mussel, and many kinds of
macroinvertebrates including crayfish 
and dragonfly larvae. This role is as 
important as its more visible other.

To build awareness of this essential 
function, Friends designated
“celebrating wildness” as a
touchstone in our new strategic plan. 
Our goal is that people come to 
understand that the Chicago River is 
alive with all kinds of creatures and 
that together we need to invest time 
and resources into its care.

To achieve that goal, in the next
few years Friends will develop new 
opportunities for people to see and 
learn about the wild animals with 
whom we share the river or with 
whom we want to. Already Friends 
has partnered with Lincoln Park
Zoo’s Urban Wildlife Institute and 
have begun to monitor mammals
at our restoration sites and we are 
working to permanently integrate 
aquatic habitat requirements into
new river-edge developments in the 
city like we got at Wolf Point and
the Old Post Office. Next we will
start to create data sites that people 
can contribute to and opportunities 
for discovery like canoe trips through
the woods. 

To me, the wild aspect of the Chicago
River is wildly exciting and the
discovery of a great horned owl at 
Linne Woods or coyotes and red fox 
at LaBagh fills me with hope. Please 
be a part of our urban wildlife
adventure and support our hard work.

Margaret Frisbie
Executive Director 

It’s a Wild River
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Eastern spiny softshell turtles are
commonly seen in the
Chicago River.



Friends of the Chicago River has joined Lincoln Park Zoo’s Urban 
Wildlife Institute in monitoring wildlife in the Chicago area. Friends 
has cameras watching for wildlife at our restoration sites at Kickapoo 
Woods on the Little Calumet and Edgebrook Woods on the North 
Branch. Both sites are evolving daily and we expect to see some 
change in how many and what creatures are present as the sites as 
they transition into healthier woodland environments. Among the 
possibilities are white-tailed deer (pictured here), coyotes, mink, owls, 
red or gray fox, flying squirrels, raccoons and skunks.

Sneak Peak 
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Cleaner Water on the Way

In August, the Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation District (MWRD) board 
of commissioners voted unanimously to 
award contracts to construct disinfection 
facilities at the O’Brien (formerly North 
Side) and Calumet wastewater treatment 
plants which discharge into Chicago’s 
river system. 

This critical action takes place as
a consequence of our decade-long
campaign for new water quality
standards to protect people recreating
on the Chicago River. In some reaches 
of the river the recreation requirement 
includes swimming. Disinfection means 
that the water discharged from these 
treatment plants will undergo an
additional treatment step which will kill 
bacteria and other pathogens before any
treatment water (effluent) is released
into the river system.

The total construction cost of $90.8 
million is substantially lower than the 
MWRD’s original estimates of $128
million which were challenged by the
US EPA at the time. Construction is
expected to be completed for two
facilities by the end of 2015. There
is no timeline or requirement for
disinfection at Stickney, the world’s
largest treatment plant yet.

neW Funding For the
ChiCago river

Epitomizing the ever growing
enthusiasm for a safe and healthy
Chicago River, in August the National 

Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) 
announced the Chi-Cal Rivers Fund.
According to NFWF, “the Chi–Cal
Rivers Fund represents a new and
unique collaboration among corporate,
foundation, and public partners with a 
shared stake in the health of the Chicago 
and Calumet watersheds.  The partners 
have come together to support actions 
that will improve the health, vitality, and
accessibility of the major water-ways of 
the region.” 

Partners include NFWF and
ArcelorMittal, the Chicago Community 
Trust, Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley
Foundation, Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources, The Joyce
Foundation, MWRD and Wrigley
Company Foundation. 

noble PurPose: Wild lands 

Two thousand and thirteen marks
the 100th anniversary of the creation 
of the Forest Preserve District of Cook 
County whose purpose is to protect the 
now over 68,000 acres of wild, open 
space in the preserves of Cook County. 

The enabling legislation clearly spells 
out the mission of the District and the 
language forming it was as visionary as 
the authors who thought it up. It reads 
“to hold lands… for the purpose of
protecting and preserving such flora, 
fauna, and scenic beauties within such 
district, and to restore, restock, protect 
and preserve the natural forests and such 
lands together with their flora and fauna, 
as nearly as may be, in their natural state 

and condition, for the purpose of the
education, pleasure, and recreation
of the public…”

Over the next three years, the Forest 
Preserves will celebrate through a
host of special events and activities
in addition to new plans and initiatives 
that improve recreation, education, and 
preservation. More information can be 
found at www.FPDCC.com/100.

ChiCago tribune takes
a WildliFe Cruise

On June 22, a boatload of people with 
cameras and binoculars set out on an
unusual two-hour tour of the Chicago 
River. Instead of looking up at the
buildings these intrepid explorers
were looking down at the water
seeking wildlife.

The event was hosted by outdoors
columnist for the Chicago Tribune,
Barbara Brotman, who invited Mark 
Hauser, education manager for Friends
of the Chicago River, and Geoff
Williamson, winner of the American 
Birding Association’s 2013 Ludlow 
Griscom Award for regional ornithology, 
to share their expertise.

The group travelled the Main Stem and
the North Branch of the Chicago River 
(up to Belmont Ave.) to learn what kind 
of creatures live in and around the river.  
The tour was such a success that an
encore outing on the South Branch
will take place on September 28. Visit 
www.southbranchriver.eventbrite.com
for tickets to this event.
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A white-tailed deer is caught on camera in its
native habitat at Kickapoo Woods.



When Friends of the Chicago River started taking people 
out on the Chicago River 20 years ago, paddling there was 
almost unheard of. The river was fenced off and polluted 
and people were more used to thinking of it as stinky and 
dirty than as a recreational opportunity.

In response, Friends launched Urban Canoe Adventures to 
change that point of view and challenge the notion that the 
river wasn’t worth protecting. Bringing people to the river 
and introducing them to both the blight and the beauty of 
the corridor was an important step in drawing attention to 
the value of the river as a recreational amenity and natural 
resource. Canoeing, we thought, can be a form of grassroots 
environmental activism and it worked.

Over the years, the Chicago River has become a lure to
urban recreationalists and tourists alike. Today, any day

of the week, the river is full of kayakers,
canoeists, electric boats, and the

occasional a paddle boarder alongside
the commercial boats that have

plied its waters for years. There
has been so much collaborative

work over the years to
improve habitat and control 
pollution in the Chicago
River system. Because of this 
collective work, the Chicago 
River has witnessed dramatic 
changes and species of fish 
have climbed from under 10
to nearly 70, including game
fish favorites like largemouth 
bass, bluegill, and yellow
perch. It has become an even

4

greater resource not only for the citizens of the Chicago 
metro area, but for all who live here, including herons,
beavers, muskrats, river otters and much more. 

This year Friends is celebrating the role that our paddling 
program played in setting new water quality standards for 
the Chicago River. To make a long story short, one of the 
ways the Clean Water Act sets standards for cleanliness in 
bodies of water is based on the ways in which people use 
them. Therefore because people were now canoeing on the 
Chicago River, the law required that the water quality
standards reflect that new use and that the standards
would have to be changed to protect the recreators. So by 
getting more people on the river, we literally created a need 
to change the standards. Such policy changes can take
decades but finally in 2007 the Illinois EPA recommended 
new standards and in 2011 they were approved by the
Illinois Pollution Control Board and the USEPA. The new 
standards require sewage effluent disinfection which will 
drastically reduce bacteria in the river and, in some reaches, 
require the river to be clean enough for swimming.

Friends is proud of that victory and this year celebrates the 
dedication of its volunteer canoe guides without whom this 
major improvement would not have been possible.

Thank you canoe guides!

                                                     

   
   

   
   

   
   

   

                              Northern green frog  Rana clamitans melanota 

brought a ton of valuable knowledge and 
experience to the urban canoe program, but 
most importantly, Keaveny was a wonderful 
friend. Mark Sorteberg, a long time guide, 
described Keaveny this way, “There was 
never a Friends’ canoe trip that was not made 
better whenever Tom was volunteering.”

The canoe guides have purchased a “Green 
Deed” tree from the Chicago Park District 
to be planted in either River Park or Ronan 
Park in his honor this fall. The guides miss 
Keaveny and think of him often while
paddling the river.

Friends of the Chicago River lost a great 
friend and wonderful canoe guide this spring 
with the passing of Tom Keaveny. Keaveny 
became a volunteer canoe guide in 1999 
helping Friends take people out on the water 
to experience the Chicago River up close. 
A passionate volunteer, Keaveny continued 
hauling trailers and guiding through the
2012 season, long after he began his battle 
with cancer.

Keaveny was in the Navy and was a
certified Keelboat Sailing Instructor. He 

ridgehouse Museum 

Celebrating 20 Years of Canoeing for a Cleaner River

Tom Keaveny July 9, 1935 – May 31, 2013

Photo by Cristina Rutter

Photo by Tom Keaveny



Walking the Walk

Story continued from page 1

First and foremost, our research revealed that for
every dollar spent we receive $1.70 which is a 70% 
return on investment not counting the additional
environmental or societal benefits.  We proved that 
investing in just these four areas alone results in
52,400 construction jobs and 846 permanent jobs.
We found that the completed, planned, and proposed 
improvements result in $7.9 billion in business
revenues, $4 billion in income, and $244 million in
tax revenues during construction. Upon completion, 
operations and maintenance generates an additional 
$130 million in business revenue, $81 million in
income, and $6 million in taxes, all of which continue 
to accumulate annually.

Not surprisingly, the study shows that finishing the 
TARP sooner reduces flood damage faster. Since the 
first TARP reservoir (Majewski) went on line in 1998, 
regionally we have avoided $250 million in flood
damage costs. Completing the Thornton and McCook 
reservoirs will add an additional savings of $130 million 
per year.  We also found that developing a regional 
green infrastructure plan to reduce the volume of
stormwater treated saves money while providing
a multitude of other benefits. 

The research showed that new parks and public 
amenities increase property value and quality of life. 
The City of Chicago and Chicago Park District have 
invested millions in land acquisition, improvement,
and access which has already

5

brought thousands of people to the river. Those investments, 
coupled with those planned will provide more and better
public access, new jobs and associated revenues, and a valuable 
tourist attraction with the emerging Chicago Riverwalk.

Finally, we found that people want the Chicago River to be 
part of their lives. Ninety-five percent of stakeholders surveyed 
indicated that the river has a positive effect on their quality of 
life, including important characteristics such as the quality of
available water-based recreation opportunities and the scenic 
value of the river as a real estate amenity, which demonstrates 
that improvements to the Chicago River can provide benefits 
in addition to supporting jobs, business revenues, incomes and 
tax revenues.

These findings provide a strong justification which
supplements the urgent need for continued capital investment 
into improving the Chicago River while supporting the local 
economy, reducing regulatory burdens, and improving
quality of life. We must complete TARP as soon as possible 
and complement that effort by instituting a regional green
infrastructure plan that engages communities in our watershed 
at all levels. We need to develop a plan and timetable for
disinfection at Stickney. And we need to continue to develop 
parks, riverwalks, boat launches and more accessible green, 
open space so that people can use and enjoy the Chicago River. 
Only then will we have met the goals of the Clean Water Act 
and the desires of the people who live, work, or visit the
Chicago River watershed.

As final construction plans for Phase 2 of the Chicago Riverwalk 
take shape, Friends of the Chicago River has been working on 
ideas for Phase 3 which includes the reach along Wacker Drive 
from LaSalle St. to Lake St. The imperative is to successfully
maximize the amount of new, green, public open space
at water level while integrating a mix of amenities
like restaurants and dock space with critical
habitat in-stream and on the bank. 

With new public spaces in the works on
the riverbanks facing the block
between Franklin and Lake,
Friends is promoting
concepts that consider
the context of
the confluence,
unprecedented
integration of green
and blue space, and
their benefit to Chicago.

Above, 
an illustration 

of concepts for
Franklin to Lake.

To the left, an illustration of the river’s confluence showing planned greenspace. 
                                                                                 Courtesy of Adam Flickinger
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Silver Ribbon Award Winner, Engine
Company 16, designed by the Public 
Building Commission of Chicago.

                                                                                                                       

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  

          Fall Calendar of Events... also visit www.chicagoriver.org/events

Many more gullywalking events,
and a list of Free sundays at our
McCormick Bridgehuse & Chicago
River Museum are to be found at www.chicagoriver.org/events.

october 27, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Patrick McBriarty, author of Chicago River Bridges, will be
signing copies of his book and DVD, “Chicago Drawbridges,”
at our McCormick Bridgehuse & Chicago River Museum.

Admission to the museum is also Free on this day.

september 21
Bridge Lifts begin at Friends’ McCormick Bridgehouse
& Chicago River Museum (see the back cover for details). 

september 28, 8 a.m. to 12 noon
gullywalk or Paddle in the Calumet
Paddle from the Little Calumet Boat Launch Preserve in 
Riverdale, Ill., to Kickapoo Meadows in Harvey and back 
again. Contact Betsy Hands at bhands@chicagoriver.org
if you are interested. Lunch is provided. Please visit
Friends’ website at www.chicagoriver.org/events
for more information.

Congratulations are due to the 2013 Blue Ribbon Awards winners. Presented this year at the 8th annual Big Fish Ball, the Blue 
Ribbon Awards were established in 2009 to celebrate those who strive for the ideal in sustainable design for people, water, and 
wildlife as they relate to the Chicago River. The 2013 Winners are:

blue ribbon award
slotnick residence, glencoe, ill.

award Winner: Kipnis Architecture + Planning

highlights: Water reuse, water conservation, habitat creation, and stormwater retention
through green infrastructure including native plantings, and permeable pavers

silver ribbon award
engine Company 16, Chicago

award Winner: Public Building Commission of Chicago

highlights: Habitat creation and stormwater  retention through green infrastructure
including permeable pavements, infiltration trenches, a green roof, and
native and adaptive plants

silver ribbon award
riverbank restoration, Chicago

award Winner: WRD Environmental

highlights: Habitat improvement and stormwater management through green infrastructure including a mix of native prairie
grasses, flowers, and shade trees and an infiltration trench and rain garden

green ribbon awards
Mcgrath acura redevelopment, 
Chicago

award Winner:
Terra Consulting Group, LTD.

highlights: New public access with 
a riverwalk and stormwater retention 
through an expansive green roof and a 
permeable paving system

Pilsen’s sustainable streetscape,
Chicago

award Winner:
Alderman Daniel S. Solis, 25th Ward, and 
the Chicago Department of  Transportation 
Streetscape and Sustainable Design Program

highlights: Stormwater retention through 
green infrastructure including bioswales, 
permeable pavers, rain gardens, and two public 
plazas outfitted with infiltration planters

sarah e. goode steM academy, 
Chicago

award Winner:
Public Building Commission of Chicago

highlights: Water reuse, open space, 
stormwater retention through green
infrastructure including native plants, 
rain gardens, permeable pavements,
rain gardens



                   
                                                                                                                                                                     

       
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   

                     Tear this page out and place it where your family can see it.

                   
                                                                                                                                                                     

       
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   

                    These everday actions to conserve water will help you help the Chicago River...

                                                                                                                       

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  

             Think! Beyond the Banks
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It is easy to think when we flush the toilet or pour 
something into the sink that it all gets treated and 
that it is a sanitary way to dispose of liquids or soiled 
items. However, our water treatment system cannot 
remove everything. What cannot be removed ends 
up in our river. Too much water in the system can 
also stress out our water treatment system.

Making changes in how we use water at work, at home, and at school
will help the Chicago River to become an even greater resource for the
people who live here and make it healthier for the wildlife that rely on the river as their home.

Here are six everyday actions that make a real difference to the river:

1. Use environmentally-friendly cleaning products that don’t contain harmful 
chemicals, such as phosphates. It has been estimated that from 50% to 75% of 
the phosphorus in lakes and rivers is from detergents.

2. Replace Liquid-Plumr® and Drano® with natural alternatives. These 
products have sodium hydroxide and sodium hypochlorite, which 
cannot be removed during water treatment. 

3. Look closely for triclosan in soaps and toothpastes. It is an 
anti-microbial ingredient that can disrupt aquatic ecosystems 
and threaten wildlife.

4. Make your own cleaning products, easy and affordable. For example:

•	 All-purpose cleaner: 2 cups white distilled vinegar, 2 cups 
water, 20-30 or more drops of essential oil (optional).

•	 Rug deodorizer: Deodorize dry carpets by sprinkling                  
liberally with baking soda. Wait at least 15 minutes and vacuum. 

•	 Whitening scouring powder: Combine 1 cup baking soda, 2 teaspoons cream 
of tartar, 1/8 cup borax, 1/4 cup grated lemon, orange or grapefruit peel    
(your choice) and mix well. Scrub using a damp sponge.

5. Only run your dishwasher or do your laundry when you have full loads. 
A standard washing machine uses around 23 gallons of water per load 
and a standard dishwasher uses around 6 gallons of water per load.

6. Fix those leaky faucets and toilets for an easy way to save water.

For more ideas that help the river, check out www.chicagoriver.org/think



                                  
   

   
   

   
   

   

        CHICAGO RIVER DAY 2013

additional ChiCago river day sPonsors

Cynthia Weglarz rountree Fund     illinois environmental Protection agency sCale grant
Patagonia     Wendella and the Chicago river Water taxi     the Wrigley Company

We are also thankful for the support of our other event sponsors and partners: Bryan Cave,
Chicago Park District, City of Chicago, Fletcher Chicago, Forest Preserve District of Cook County,

Home Depot, Lake County Forest Preserve District, Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of
Greater Chicago and the Lake County Stormwater Management Commission.

                                                                            
                 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   

                             www.chicagoriver.org/get-involved
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           Presented by

The 21st annual Chicago River Day event was a great success
with 3,500 volunteers working along 65 river edge sites removing
35 tons of debris, restoring miles of river-edge trails, planting native 
plans and much more. Highlights of this year’s event included:

•	 Over 100 adults and children participated in Chicago River Day through the Chicago Symphony Orchestra 
(CSO) at one of four sites as part of the CSO’s RIVERS Festival. Families from their education program spent 
the morning with Friends removing garbage, pulling invasive plants and planting native seedlings. Afterwards, 
their efforts were rewarded with live performances from celebrated CSO musicians at their sites.

•	 Under the guidance of long time site captain, Steve Arnam, volunteers rescued a small native bird trapped in          
construction fencing at Eugene Field Park. The bird was in distress and the crew was able to carefully unwind 
twine around its leg, allowing it to happily fly away into a nearby tree to watch the volunteers as they finished 
their work.

•	 Over 640 excited kids (and adults) visited Friends’ McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago River Museum 
downtown where they released baby bluegills (one of over 70 species in the Chicago River) giving them a 
hands-on experience with the wildlife of the river.

•	 $69,500 was raised to continue the work to make the Chicago River one of the world’s greatest metropolitan rivers.

Special thanks to all of our partners, supporting businesses, and volunteers who helped make Chicago River Day 
2013 such a huge success! See you at next year’s Chicago River Day on May 10, 2014.

Northern green frog
Rana clamitans melanota 

Illustration by Jen Pagnini
www.spinystudio.com



river LIFE
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It has been almost a year since we launched Friends’ new 
Gullywalker program which was developed to locate and 
measure gullies caused by stormwater all along the
Chicago River in the Forest Preserve District of Cook 
County. We set a goal of walking 50 miles of riverbank to 
locate the gullies, and determining their source and
severity. The data collected will help determine future 
restoration projects that address gullies and improve the 
health of the Chicago River system.

Gullywalking and the Wilder Side of the Chicago River
It has been a fast-paced, fun year to explore the river. After 
launching in the fall, we had some big winter snowstorms, 
heavy spring rains, and very wet and muddy banks.
Finally, the summer provided some breezy, moderate days 
for walking. Our gullywalkers proved that they were willing 
to venture into unknown territory and brave this weather. 
Who are these intrepid people? Our gullywalkers typically 
have been volunteers at other events, but wanted more. 
They really like to get outside and make a difference.

The Gullywalker program is truly special because it gets 
people to go to parts of the river that they drive by every 
day but have never really stopped to explore. Here are 
a few cool things that have been spotted during a walk 
along the river: a mink swimming, a snapping turtle resting 
on a log, a herd of deer, a winter view of clear water with 
mollusks lying below. As a volunteer, you can truly see the 
wilder side of the river. Join us this fall for our final push to 
collect data and then get ready to fix some of these gullies 
in the spring and summer. Visit our website to learn more 
about the project at www.chicagoriver.org.

                                                                    

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

                                                         Chicago River mussels and clams

One of the surprises of the Chicago River is the number 
of creatures that call it home. Of them one of the most 
fascinating and unexpected is the bivalve mollusk. These 
aquatic animals are all enclosed by a shell in two hinged 
parts, such as mussels and clams. Adult shell sizes vary
from fractions of an inch to over 30 inches in length, but 
the majority of species do not exceed four inches.
Freshwater bivalves were once common in the Chicago 
River, numbering over 100 species two centuries ago.
Today, fewer than a dozen are commonly seen in our river.

Highly efficient, mollusks’ gills have evolved into
specialized organs that are used for both for breathing and
capturing particulate food such as phytoplankton from the water as currents pass through. Some mollusks live buried in 
sediment on the riverbed and others attach themselves to rocks or other hard surfaces. Some bivalves have light-sensitive 
cells that detect a shadow falling over them so they can close up fast. Despite that sensitivity, they are still a favorite food of 
raccoons who look for them along the river and dig them out of their shells.

Before the Chicago region was developed, the Chicago River had a healthy population of mollusks but water quality
degradation, sedimentation, and invasive species have depressed the populations and sensitive species have all but
disappeared. Two invasive species in our river today are Asiatic clams and zebra mussels. Asiatic clams are hermaphroditic 
(both male and female) and start reproducing very young, releasing up to 2,000 juveniles per day, and more than 100,000 in
a lifetime, outcompeting their native rivals. Zebra mussels grow in thick colonies, often growing right on top of native
bivalves. In areas taken over by these mussels, water clarity increases dramatically and allows sunlight to penetrate deeper 
which enables the growth of bacteria, causing water quality problems.

                                                                                                                      
             

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

                                                                                                        
                      Gullywalkers measuring the length of a gully.

Illustration by Jen Pagnini
www.spinystudio.com

Four Common Chicago River Mollusks (left to right)
Asiatic Clam, Corbicula fluminea, Invasive
Mussel, family Unionidae, Native
Fingernail Clams, family Sphaeriidae, Native
Zebra Mussel, Dreissena polymorpha, Invasive
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individuals

$3,500 and above
Kevin E.A. Hartman
Lawrence and Denise Kaplan
Sven Sykes/Colliers International
David Wong and Wai-Sinn Chan

$1,000 - $3,499
Karen Alber
Kent Brown and Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Grant Crowley
Sally Fletcher
Thomas and Barbara Honn
Ken Hubbard
Ashfaq and Amy Hussain
George Mead
Marjorie Miller-Brownstein
Barbara Morse-Quinn and Barry Quinn
Bryan Whitehead

$500 - $999
Kenneth M. Arenberg and Susanne
     Swisher
Carl and Cheryl Belles
Louise Clemency
Vernita Cole
Loren Guzik
Stacee A. Hasenbalg
Mary Laraia
Jacqueline J. Loewe
Jaye and Barry Nagle
Charles and Valerie Newman
Patricia Armell and James Phillips
David and Stacy French Reynolds
Glen and Barbara Shelly
David M. and Rachel Solzman
Jennifer Steans and James Kastenholz
Victor and Barbara Zaveduk

$250 - $499
Lee and Lori Alber
Jill Allread
Bill Bartolotta

HIGH
Water Marks
Friends of the Chicago River recognizes the generous contributions and support 
of members, donors, and program participants, and partners at $250 and above 
between March 15, 2013 and June 30, 2013.

David Berten
Suellen Burns and Weston Morris
Tom and Cathleen Burrell
Wendy Cartland
Karen Case
Randall and Lynn Clark
Monette Cope
Leann Dockins
Kirsten Fedderke
Archibald E. Fletcher
Peter and Ginny Foreman
Nancy Gerrie
Tom Kokinakos
Jim Macdonald
Patrick T. McBriarty
Kathleen Therese Meany
Chris and Nan Parson
Jennifer Roche and John Svolos
Keith and Marnie Schwartz
Debra Shore
Trevor Turk
Louis Weiss
Ann M. Williams
Jeff and Marchell Willian
John D. Ziesmer

Foundations, CorPorations,
governMent, and other

$15,000 and above 
Aon
The Crown Family 
Hines
Polk Bros. Foundation
REI

$10,000 - $14,999 
The Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust
Shoreline Sightseeing
Skender Foundation

$3,500 - $9,999
ARCADIS US Inc.
Avison Young

Colliers International
Firestone Complete Auto Care
Here, A Nokia Business
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
McDermott Will & Emery LLP
MillerCoors
Motorola Mobility Foundation
Nottage and Ward
Ogden Avenue Materials
The Boeing Company
The Siragusa Foundation
Winston & Strawn

$1,000 - $3,499
Chicago Yacht Yard
Clune Construction Company
Crain’s Chicago Business
Divane Bros. Electric Co.
Earth Share of Illinois
Green America
Innovative Technology Advisors, LLC
James McHugh Construction Co.
Patagonia Chicago
PwC
Weglarz Company
The Wrigley Company 

$250 - $999
37signals
Bryan Cave LLP
Continental Paper Grading
Environmental Design International, Inc.
Fitzgerald Associates Architects
Kurman Communications, Inc.
Lake County Stormwater Management
     Commission
The Lakota Group, Inc.
Leopardo Construction
Mead Witter Foundation, Inc.
Mesirow Financial
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District
Nathan Kipnis Architects Inc.
Power Construction
Solomon Cordwell Buenz
Terra Consulting Group, LTD.

voice for the river –
endowment gifts
Kate Chappell

in-kind
Barnaby’s Restaurant
Blue Satellite Productions
Bob Long, Jr. “The Fishin’ Guy” Chicago
     Park District
Boom Entertainment
Bryan Whitehead
Burke, Warren, MacKay & Serritella, P.C.

Chicago Children’s Museum
Chicago Electric Boat Company
Chicago History Museum
Chicago Trolley Co. & Chicago Double
     Decker Co.
Dick’s Last Resort
East Bank Club
Goodman Theatre
Harry Caray’s Restaurant Group
Hines
Holiday Inn Chicago Mart Plaza
Il Giardino Del Dolce
Kingston Mines
mc2 Communications Consortium
Merchandise Mart Properties, Inc.
National Museum of Mexican Art
Neoteric Design, Inc.
Paul Friedman
Phil Stefani Signature Events
PTM Werks Inc./ Hatch Werks LLC
Revolution Brewing
Rivers Restaurant
Rosebud Restaurants
Second City
Shoreline Sightseeing
Smith & Wollensky
South Branch
The House Theatre of Chicago
The Redhead Piano Bar
Thodos Dance Chicago
Uncommon Ground
Urban Kayaks
Urban Oasis
Victory Gardens Theater
Wendella Sightseeing Company, Inc.

We apologize if any names have been 
omitted, misspelled, or otherwise incor-
rectly listed.  Please contact us at
friends@chicagoriver.org
so that we can correct
our records.

Please take a look at our Wish List
1.  A sandwich board for outside events.
2.  An I-pad and/or a laptop for use at our McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago River Museum.
3.  A conference room table and chairs.

Friends of the Chicago River
is a proud member of:
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   ...................YES! I want to support the Chicago River’s recovery and renaissance! .......................................

I am pleased to make an annual membership gift or year-end contribution in the amount of:

$_____________  Yes! I want to join The Otter Society with my gift of $1,500 or more.
Contact me with details regarding gift recognition and special member opportunities.

$1,000     Wild Mink                 $75        Tiger Salamander / Family
$500        Great Horned Owl                $35        Chorus Frog / Individual
$250        Yellow-headed Blackbird                $30        White-fringed Orchid / School / Club
$156        Black-crowned Night Heron           $15        Purple Coneflower / Teacher / Volunteer
$100        Blanding’s Turtle / Business            $10        Prairie Dropseed / Student
                   Other     $_____________________________

Name _________________________________________________________________________________

Company (if applicable) ___________________________________________________________________

For recognition purposes, list my name or company as ______________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________________________

Daytime phone _____________________________  Email _____________________________________

My check made payable to Friends of the Chicago River is enclosed.
Charge my credit card (circle one)     American Express     Discover     MasterCard     Visa

Card # ____________________________________________________________________________

Exp. Date _____________________________________ Security code _______________________

Cardholder’s name and billing address (if different than above) ______________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Please contact me about volunteer opportunities via          Daytime phone          Email

Please do NOT add me to your email communications list.

Your contribution is tax deductible as allowed
by law.  Please send it to Friends of the Chicago 
River at 411 South Wells Street, Suite 800,
Chicago, IL 60607 or make your gift online at
www.chicagoriver.org/get_involved/membership.

For all contributions over $35, Friends of the
Chicago River members receive:

* A subscription to the River Reporter newsletter, filled 
with important information on issues that effect the 
Chicago River plus a calendar of river-related events;

* Volunteer bulletins, email actions alerts, and other
opportunities for hands-on involvement;

* Invitations to special events like Chicago River Day 
and the Big Fish Ball; 

* Free general admission, discounts on bridge lift and 
tour tickets, and merchandise discounts at our
McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago River Museum; 

* Discounts on our canoe trips;
* Listing in our Annual Report;

And perhaps most significantly,
* The reward of knowing that your membership

contribution has a direct impact on improving
the Chicago River’s health and vitality.

Business members also receive a certificate
showing your customers and employees that you 
care about the environment and the Chicago River.

Donors of $250 and above are eligible for
additional recognition opportunities and more!  
Those with support of $1,000 and above for the
year are also included on an annual plaque at
our McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago
River Museum.  Naming opportunities at the
Bridgehouse Museum are available as well.

Friends of the Chicago River
is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) organization.

Four hundred and fifty supporters of Friends of the Chicago 
River gathered alongside the river under tents on the
Merchandise Mart’s Riverside Drive Wednesday, June 5, for
the Big Fish Ball. Guests were treated to delectable outdoor 
dining including hors d’oeuvres, festive cocktails, a delicious 
dinner and desserts by Phil Stefani Signature Events. The
event also featured river-inspired entertainment, living fish
statues and wild river animals including a wolf, wolf cubs,
skunk, snake, turtle, and a woodchuck. The winners of the
Chicago River Blue Awards for excellence in river-edge
design were also announced that evening (see page six for
the complete list of winners).

Governor Pat Quinn, Mayor Rahm Emanuel, The
Honorable Richard M. Daley, and Riccardo Muti, Music
Director of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra (as part of 
Friends partnership with the CSO’s RIVERS Festival) were the 
evening’s Honorary Co-Chairs. Barbara Morse-Quinn, Friends’ 
board member, chaired the event. The Big Fish Ball raised over 
$225,000 to benefit the continuing recovery of the Chicago 
River. Sponsors for the evening included  Aon; BMO Harris 
Bank; Boeing; BOOM Entertainment; Crain’s Chicago
Business; HERE, A Nokia Business; Hines; Kirkland & Ellis; 
Merchandise Mart Properties; Ozinga; Shoreline Sightseeing; 
and the Skender Foundation.  

8th Annual Big Fish Ball Makes a Splash

Friends of the Chicago River truly appreciates the
support of the hundreds that came out to make the
Big Fish Ball a great success and a fun evening on,
along and for the river!  Visit the website for photos
and more acknowledgements. If you want to be
involved as a gala committee member or Sponsor for 
next year’s event, please contact Mary Beth Sova at
msova@chicagoriver.org or (312) 939-0490, ext 19.

MWRD President
Kathleen Meany
having a good time
at the Big Fish Ball.
(left)

Illinois Governor
Pat Quinn with

John Basile and a wolf 
from Big Run Wolf Ranch. 

(right)
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                                                                                                                                    Visit our website, www.chicagoriver.org, for more information on getting involved.        Membership opportunities on page eleven.

                                                                        
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

                                     BE A FRIEND OF THE CHICAGO RIVER!

411 South Wells Street, Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60607
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Come See Our New Website
Please visit our new website, designed by Neoteric – same address, new look. 
Check it out on your phone, tablet, or computer because you will see a responsive 
mobile optimized website, otherwise known as the latest in website technology 
designed to adapt to whatever device you are on.

Visit Us on the Chicago River
Come to Friends’ McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago River Museum on select 
Wednesdays and Saturdays in September and October to see the bridge gears in 
motion as they work to lift the Michigan Avenue bridge!  Also consider planning
a Bridge Lift Breakfast for your group! For schedule and details, visit
www.bridgehousemuseum.org/visit/bridgelifts. 

Try Out an African River Safari
Chicago-based Duffle & Compass invites you to join the Zambia Rivers Safari 
with Friends’ executive director, Margaret Frisbie, as an escort. This exclusive 
adventure for eight takes place April 27 through May 7, 2014, and travels to two
of Zambia’s premier wildlife destinations including the  Luangwa River which
supplies a lifeline for over 60 species of mammals and 400 bird species and the 
Zambezi River where there are excellent sightings of elephant, buffalo, lion,
leopard and more. For more information go to www.duffleandcompass.com
and click on Zambia Rivers Safari.


