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Chicago River Day 20/20 is presented by:

When Friends of the Chicago
River founded Chicago River Day 
in 1992 just 25 people signed up, 
celebrating the river by dragging
old shopping carts, mattresses, and 
plastic bags from its banks.  Those 
early volunteers were visionaries 
who, like Friends, could see past the 
garbage to a future for the Chicago 
River that was bright and hopeful.
They were willing to work with 
Friends to make that future real. 

Twenty years and 43,375 Chicago 
River Day volunteers later, the
Chicago River is no longer a
forgotten alleyway filled with sewage 
and junk.  It is vibrant and alive with 
people in canoes, kayaks and tour 
boats, with 70 species of fish, 60
species of birds, and all kinds of 
native animals including beavers, 
muskrats and snapping turtles.

To celebrate this success, from April 
23 through May 12, 2012, Friends 
will bring the river into all of our 
communities through Chicago

River Day 20/20, hosting 20 days
of activities on and beyond the
banks of this beautiful natural
resource.  The whirlwind will range 
from family-friendly scavenger hunts 
and animal action days to river
tattoos, the Chicago River Summit, 
and even a river-edge pub crawl. 
There is something for everyone.  
See what you can do at
www.chicagoriverday20-20.org.

CELEbRaTE

“Chicago River Day 20/20 is a
celebration of celebrations,” said 
Craig Coit, Friends’ board president 
and vice president at Aon Risk
Services.  “It recognizes the early 
visionaries who could see past fences 
and pollution to the magical river 
that everyone sees today.  It
celebrates the hard work of tens of 
thousands of volunteers who, rain
or shine, pulled on gloves and dug
in, doing whatever was necessary
to make the river better.  It is a
wonderful commemoration

of a whole generation of activists 
who wrote letters, came to hearings, 
paddled the Flatwater or signed up
as Eco-Warriors.  Their united 
voices were heard loud and clear - 
letting our elected officials know
that we want a river we can use.”

“Frankly,” continued Coit, “Friends 
has been working on river issues 
since 1979 but it wasn’t until the 
last few years that the general public 
started to see the same beautiful river 
that we could see.  Finally, everyone 
from the Mayor to the Governor and 
into Washington, D.C., is saying the 
Chicago River must be protected 
and improved.  Suddenly, everyone 
is talking about their ‘vision’ of the 
Chicago River.  The water quality 
whirlwind last year was only really 
just the beginning.  We are thrilled.”

             Story continued on page 6

                                                            
       

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

                                                 or visit our website, www.chicagoriver.org for more information on getting involved.

                   
                                                                                                                                                                     

       
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   

                   See page eleven for membership opportunities, 



       
   

   
   

   
   

   

      WaDING IN

When I get up in the morning one
of the first things I do is run the 
water in the shower until it is hot, 
capturing the warming stream in a 
bucket kept nearby to prevent
perfectly clean and paid-for water 
from running wastefully down the 
drain.  It is a small and simple
conservation measure that day after 
day, year after year, adds up to a
substantial amount of water saved 
that I can use on house plants -
unless our dogs drink it first.

Outside the house in our garden we 
do much the same thing on a larger 
scale with four 55-gallon rain barrels 
collecting stormwater off the garage 
roof and overflow into the garden.  
The downspouts from the house run 
into the flower beds as well.

I collect the water because I see it 
as precious and want to conserve as 
much as possible.  I also do it because 
even though my Chicago house is 
a few miles away from the Chicago 
River, I know I am connected to it
by a crazy network of pipes and
tunnels and that any additional input 
from us increases the burden on our 
combined stormwater and sewer
system.  Too much water in the 
system can still result in a combined 
sewer overflow (stormwater mixed 
with raw sewage) into the Chicago 
River, which is detrimental to people 
and wildlife alike, and something that 
still happens far too often.

Because we know that we are
connected, we also take other steps 
to lessen our impact on the
Chicago River.  We only buy 
environmentally-safe personal and 

household products.  We don’t put 
oil, paint, pharmaceuticals, or
chemicals down the drain.  We
garden with native plants which
absorb water in the soil much
better than grass and have the added 
benefit of attracting wonderful birds, 
bees, and butterflies.  We use natural 
compost on our lawn without
fertilizers and pesticides which
can poison the river, too.  These 
practices help to reduce pollution in 
the river here but also downstream 
in communities far away and even in 
the Gulf of Mexico. 

Starting April 23, I ask you to
join me, if you haven’t already, in 
following some of these river-
friendly practices in celebration of 
the 20th anniversary of Chicago 
River Day with Chicago River Day 
20/20 - and to think about the ways 
that you are connected, too.  To 
make it easy we are posting a
“what-you-can-do-at-home” activity 
every day for the full 20 days
leading up to Chicago River Day on 
May 12.  Some of the activities are 
based on reducing pollution, some 
involve getting out on the river, and 
some are just simple and fun like 
watching river-related movies from 
the comfort of your home.

There are so many ways you can 
help the river.  See what you can do 
at www.chicagoriverday20-20.org.  
Let’s work together to make every 
day a river day.

Margaret Frisbie
Executive Director 
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See What You Can Do
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It was good news from the Illinois
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) 
when staff biologists reported in March 
that they found a state-threatened Iowa 
darter, Etheostoma exile, in the Middle 
Fork of the Chicago River swimming at 
the site of a major restoration project at 
Deerfield High School.  a terrific sign that 
all the work done to improve habitat and 
water quality is paying off, the darter was 
identified as part of IDNR’s five-year fish 
population survey of Lake Michigan’s 
basic tributaries. 

Restoration of the site where the darter 
was found began in 2000, a few years 

Finding the Elusive Iowa Darter 
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               Story continued on page 5

after Friends of the Chicago River and 14 partner groups
conducted an upstream wetland/woodland restoration and, with 
volunteers, planted 51,000 native plants at a 42-acre parcel 
owned by the Lake County
Forest Preserve District called
Prairie Wolf Slough.  Deerfield
High School students and staff
began to utilize the nearby site
to enhance their curriculum
and the connection was
strengthened in the fall of 2000,
when Prairie Wolf Slough was
connected to the high school
by a quarter-mile path.
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baLD EaGLES GET a REPRIEVE

The identification of a nesting pair of 
bald eagles along the Calumet River 
resulted in a last minute reprieve for
the 33-acre Metropolitan Water
Reclamation District (MWRD) site
that had been approved for a Chicago
Police shooting range by MWRD
commissioners in a 5-4 vote last year.  
The eagles, spotted in February by a 
Chicago Public Radio reporter while on 
a site visit with the Chicago Audubon 
Society and later confirmed by the
Illinois Department of Natural
Resources, are nesting at Whitford 
Pond near the O’Brien Lock and Dam 
on the southeast side of Chicago where 
they have built an enormous nest in the 
midst of the heron rookery.  Open space 
and wildlife advocates including Friends 
objected to the shooting range on the 
grounds that it was adjacent to areas key 
to conservation and would disrupt
wildlife.  The presence of eagles led to 
the reevaluation of the site and its use.

bEaVERS ON THE
NORTH SHORE CHaNNEL

Staff from the Evanston Ecology Center 
recently announced that they have 
discovered trees with fresh chew marks 
from beavers along the North Shore 
Channel.  They are thrilled because, 
although beavers are seen in many 

other locations along the river including 
Downtown, they haven’t been seen along 
the channel for quite awhile.  Beaver 
dams can help slow erosion, and water 
downstream of a North American beaver 
dam is cleaner than upstream.

The North Shore Channel, which is 
adjacent to the Evanston Ecology
Center, is teeming with wildlife.  Visitors 
there have spotted foxes, coyotes, deer, 
snapping turtles, red-eared sliders, mink, 
muskrats and a great array of birdlife.  
Staff report they have found crayfish, 
frogs, tadpoles and insects, which are 
great indicators of the channel’s
improving health as these species are 
very sensitive to their environment.

GOOD NEWS FOR WaTER QUaLITY

In early March, the Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation District (MWRD) board 
of commissioners approved technology 
plans for sewage effluent disinfection so 
that the water that is released into the 
Chicago River system from their
Northside and Calumet sewage
treatment plants would no longer
contain extremely high levels of
pathogens.  Under the leadership of 
David St. Pierre, MWRD’s executive 
director who started in June 2011, an 
internal task force tested a dozen
technologies including those currently 
being researched to determine which 

protocols they should follow at these two 
priority plants.  Northside will use UV 
to kill bacteria and Calumet will
chlorinate and dechlorinate to achieve 
the same effect.  The two plants are 
upstream of popular recreation areas and 
USEPA has required that much of the 
river be protected for swimming.

bEING a PaRT OF a bIRD aLLIaNCE

This year, Friends of the Chicago River 
joins Audubon Chicago Region, City of 
Chicago, Chicago Park District, US Fish 
and Wildlife Service and many other 
partners to form the Chicago Migratory 
Bird Alliance.  The Alliance will
showcase Chicago bird-friendly
landscaping and habitat, and teach
partners how to incorporate features
that match their aesthetic values while 
providing sustenance to the imperiled 
birds that need stopover habitat.  To 
demonstrate what we can do to help 
migratory birds that travel thousands of 
miles each spring and fall, the Alliance 
will offer illustrative design templates, 
bird-friendly plant lists, and, in some 
cases, site consultations and on-the-
ground projects.  Friends is encouraging 
our members to plant bird habitat at 
home, which can also protect
stormwater, and support Chicago River 
Green Deed, a joint program that we are 
launching this spring with the Chicago 
Park District to increase habitat along 
the Chicago River system.
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Students from Deerfield High School 
help eliminate soil erosion by
regrading and replanting the
banks of the Chicago RIver



IINDIVIDUALS

$2,500 and above 

Craig and Kate Coit

$500 – $2,499

Tom Cohrs
Charles C. Haffner, III
David and Stacy French Reynolds
David Solzman

$250 - $499

Christopher Randolph
John Stephens

Friends of the Chicago River
is a proud member of:

HIGH
Water Marks
Friends of the Chicago River recognizes
the generous contributions and support of
members, donors, and program participants
and partners at $250 and above between
January 1 and March 1, 2012.

We apologize if any names have been omitted, misspelled,
or otherwise incorrectly listed.  Please contact us at
friends@chicagoriver.org so that we can correct our records.

FOUNDATIONS, CORPORATIONS,
GOVERNMENT, AND OTHER

$10,000 and above 

Allied Metal Company
HSBC - North America
Peoples Gas
Prairie Rivers Network

$3,500 - $9,999

BMO Harris Bank
Colliers International
MillerCoors
Ogden Avenue Materials
William Blair & Company

$1,000 - $3,499

Burke, Warren, MacKay & Serritella, 
P.C.
The Oppenheimer Family Foundation
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, LLP
University of Illinois at Chicago

$250 - $999

Earth Share of Illinois
Warren G. Lavey Family Charitable
       Fund B of the Merrill Lynch
       Community Charitable Fund
       of The Chicago Community
       Foundation 
Lawrence’s Fisheries
University of Chicago Law School
       Environmental Law Society
Vanguard Charitable

Who’s SAM? 
Kicking off Chicago River Day 
20/20 activities april 23 is the 
launch of Friends’ new
stewardship action map,
affectionately known as SaM.

The map is designed to be an 
entry point and go-to source for 
facts, figures, and activities that 
bring people to the river and will 
recognize their work there.  SaM 
will provide an interface that 
people can use to find recreational 
activities, advocacy opportunities, 
and, ultimately, everything you 
need to know about the river.

SaM will also highlight and
recognize the efforts of all the
people and organizations in
the watershed that are also
contributing to the river’s recovery 
and renaissance and house data 
and interesting information about 
the river and the many creatures 
who live in and along it.

This indispensable tool was
developed for people looking to 
get involved in making the river 
and the watershed healthier or 
for those who just want to use  it 
for recreation.  “There are terrific 
hiking trails, water trails, and bird 
watching spots along the river,” 
said Margaret Frisbie, Friends’
executive director.  “Through SaM, 
we can promote these assets 
in one easy way while engaging 
people in our work.”

SaM is a digital online map of the 
Chicago River watershed.  It will 
have a searchable database where 
one can input keywords such as 
“family friendly” “restoration,” 
“wildlife” or “free” and related
activities and/or events will pop 
up.  Friends sees SaM as a
dynamic digital tool that can
serve as a community forum and
clearinghouse for the tools,
education, and information that 

people across the watershed
need to participate in restoration 
and advocacy activities.  Through 
it, ordinary citizens will find
training opportunities, year-round
restoration projects at which
they can volunteer, and information 
on what they can do at home
and at work to contribute to
positive change.

The map will feature engagement 
projects managed by Friends, but 
also dozens of other stewardship 
efforts, providing a watershed-
wide footprint for maximum
activity and engagement. 

The dynamic nature of Friends’ 
map means that it will be kept
current and interesting.  It is also
a valuable extension of Friends’ 
Chicago River Eco-Warrior
program that is the umbrella for 
the many thousands of volunteers 
already engaged in our work.
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Friends of the Chicago River invites your participation in the 2012 Chicago River Summit: a New Narrative 
taking place as part of Chicago River Day 20/20.  Intended to spark ideas and your imagination, Friends has 
invited a team of visionary thinkers to lead a discussion about the Chicago River and its relationship to the 
land and city around it.  The goal is to draw out bold and beautiful ideas that explore the opportunities and 
potential that a clean and healthy river offers people and wildlife here by examining infrastructure,
architecture, transportation, recreation, and the synergy between them. 

Conversation leaders:

• Political frame: Congressman Michael Quigley,
   Illinois 5th District and long-time river activist

• Ecology frame: Laurel Ross, Urban Conservation Director,
   Environment, Culture, and Conservation,
   Chicago Region, The Field Museum

• Urbanism frame: Mitchell Joachim, Ph.D., assoc. aIa,
   Co-President, Terreform ONE + Partner, Planetary ONE

• Moderated by: Geoffrey baer, Program Host and Producer,
   WTTW Channel 11, Chicago

Details

Date: Friday, May 4, 2012

Time: 11 a.m. to 12 noon - Networking lunch
12 noon to 2 p.m. - Moderated conversation on future
visions of the Chicago River and our region

audience: Professionals, students, and lovers of architecture,
engineering, design, planning, and the river

Location: Hotel 71 71 East Wacker Drive, Chicago, Illinois
  Penthouse ballroom

For more information or to have your company become a 
part of this exciting afternoon through sponsorship, please 
contact Kim Rice at (312) 939-0490, ext. 15.

2012 Chicago River Summit: Be a Part of the New Narrative 

Who is Dr. Joachim?
Joining our team of Chicago visionaries is 
Mitchell Joachim, Ph.D., an innovator in 
ecological design, architecture, and urban
design, who works to adapt principles of 
physical and social ecology to architecture, 
urban design, transport, and environmental 
planning.  Known throughout the country 
for his radical thinking on the synergy
between planning and the environment, 
Joachim was chosen by Wired magazine for 
“The 2008 Smart List: 15 People the Next 
President Should Listen To.”  Rolling Stone 
magazine honored him in “The 100 People 
Who Are Changing America.”  In 2009, he 
was interviewed on The Colbert Report and 
Popular Science magazine featured his work in 
“The Future of the Environment” in 2010.

with special thanks
to Hotel 71,
our host.

Story continued from page 3

That year, Deerfield High School embarked on an aggressive and all-encompassing effort to restore the 
Middle Fork flowing through the school’s 80-acre campus.  The initial project was broken into three phases 
and completed over five years.   From that project, almost 2,000 linear feet of the stream was restored.  They 
created a beautiful, healthy riparian landscape by removing invasive plants, stabilizing banks, creating riffles 
that add oxygen for fish and planting thousands of native plant plugs and hundreds of native shrubs and 
trees.  Work on the riparian corridor at Deerfield High School continues today.  

“The wonderful work the high school did and the efforts upstream 
at Prairie Wolf Slough combined to create the conditions necessary 
to support the Iowa darter,” said John Quail, director of watershed 
planning for Friends.  “This is terrific evidence that these kinds of 
restoration projects are worthwhile and that funding them leads to the 
repopulation of native fish like the Iowa darter in our streams.”   The 
restoration at Prairie Wolf Slough and two of the three phases of the 
project at Deerfield High School were funded by IEPa Section 319 
funds administered by the North branch Watershed Project.

5

Students from Deerfield High School
improve water quality

and create habitat

Presented 
by



Cover story continued from page 1 

Kicking off Chicago River Day 20/20 activities on April 23 is the launch 
of Friends’ new stewardship action map, also known as SAM (see page 
4 for the complete story).  SAM will be a gateway for all of the facts, 
figures, and activities that bring people to the river and recognize their 
work there.

“There are so many ways to get involved with Friends and to protect 
the Chicago River,” said Meshawn Ayala, Friends’ community relations 
developer, who is working on SAM.  “Whether you are on the
riverbank on Chicago River Day or you are at home choosing to use 
river-sensitive products, disconnecting your downspout, or planting
native plants, you can make a difference.  Our goal this year,” she 
added, “is to provide a wide range of activities so people of all ages and 
across the watershed can see what they can do and get involved in the 
Chicago River - not just on River Day but every day.”

Chicago River Day itself remains a major focus for Friends and over the 
years the event has evolved.  In the early days volunteers worked under 
the umbrella of Chicago River Rescue Day and mostly spent their time

picking up trash.  “We used 
to measure success in bags of 
garbage and the media loved 
the weird stuff that we found,” 
laughed Cynthia Fox, who has 
organized Chicago River Day 
since 2001 and quadrupled its 
size in those years.  “Mattresses, 
picnic tables, tires, construction
debris, and one time a two-tub 
250-pound cement laundry 
sink.  Those are just a few of 
the things we found.  And now, 
while the river is still not
perfect, volunteers also get to

focus on restoration,” continued Fox.  “With so many communities 
invested we just don’t get the garbage we used to.  Instead we celebrate 
the removal of tons of invasive plants like buckthorn or garlic mustard.  
With 4,000 volunteers we can make a real difference.”

Through Chicago River Day 20/20, Friends hopes to bring a whole 
new focus to river-related activities and broadcast the many ways people 
can get involved. 

“We want people outside in canoes and kayaks, patronizing river-edge 
restaurants, absorbing the river’s history in our Bridgehouse Museum,” 
said Margaret Frisbie, Friends’ executive director.  “Our goal is to not
only get our same 4,000 volunteers ON River Day, but we want 20,000 
or 200,000 people involved through all the rest of the activities.  We are 
all connected to the Chicago River and we want people to know it!” 

Chicago River Day 20/20 is presented by the
Wrigley Company Foundation.

6

Photo from River Rescue Day 1992...
It was all about the trash back then

FEaTURED EVENTS FOR
CHICaGO RIVER DaY 20/20

To obtain the complete day-to-day 
calendar of events, please visit
www.chicagoriverday20-20.org.

Stewardship action Map Launch
Tuesday, april 23

Kicking off Chicago River Day 
20/20 activities, April 23 is the 
launch of Friends’ new stewardship 
action map, affectionately known as 
SAM.  The map is designed to be 
an entry point and go-to source for 
facts, figures, and activities that
bring people to the river and will 
recognize their work there.  SAM 
will provide an interface that you
can use to find recreational
activities, advocacy opportunities, 
and, ultimately, everything you need 
to know about the river.  Once phase 
2 is complete this fall, SAM will also 
highlight and recognize the efforts
of all the people and organizations
in the watershed that are also
contributing to the river’s recovery 
and renaissance and house data and
interesting information about the 
river and the many creatures who 
lives in and along it.

Scavenger Hunt
Wednesday, april 25

In February 2012, Friends launched 
a new way for you and your friends 
and family to explore the Chicago 
River system on your own through 
a fun fact-finding scavenger hunt 
all along its lengths.  Divided into 
six river regions as far north as the 
headwaters in Lake County and 
as far south as Palos and in the 
Calumets, there are scavenger hunt 
locations near everyone.  As part of 
Chicago River Day 20/20, you can 
compete in the scavenger hunt
contest to win great river-related 
prizes and free entry into Friends’ 
Bridgehouse Museum.  Start now 
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FEaTURED EVENTS FOR
CHICaGO RIVER DaY 20/20
(Continued from page 6) 

and submit your answers for one - 
or all - regions by 5 p.m. May 11, 
2012, to be entered to win!

5k River Run & Walk
Friday, april 27

Friends encourages you to start
your day with a wonderful river 
adventure by joining City Running 
Tours for a 5k running and walking 
tour along the Chicago River.
The point-to-point tour includes 
surprising and unexpected historical 
and little-known fun facts about the 
river that will be shared along the 
course.  Energetic adventurers
will see our world class city and 
wonderful river from a truly unique 
vantage point.  A portion of
registration goes to support the 
work of Friends of the Chicago 
River.  Tours run every day during 
Chicago River Day 20/20 from
April 23 through May 12. 

No Drugs Down the Drain Day
Saturday, april 28

The Metropolitan Water
Reclamation District of Greater 
Chicago (MWRD) invites you to 
drop off your old or unwanted
medications at one of their three 
facilities as part of the “National 
Take-Back Initiative,” sponsored
by the U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA).  MWRD is 
partnering with the DEA to help 
prevent accidental contamination of 
our waterways from pharmaceuticals
which have emerged as a serious 
source of water pollution.  These 
drugs, and other products dumped 
down the drain, can unintentionally 
harm people and wildlife through 
the exposure in the water.  Don’t 
miss a chance for spring cleaning 
and, at the same time, ridding the 
watershed of a potential pollutant.

animal action Day
Sunday, april 29

The Chicago River is alive with 
wildlife and boasts 70 species of
fish, 60 species of birds, and
beavers, muskrats, tons of turtles
and even the occasional river otter.  
We invite you to spend some
time along the river looking for our 
scaly, feathered, shelled and furry 
friends and then buy or build some 
habitat for them.  Even away from 

the river you can help the creatures 
of our watershed to thrive by
providing food, shelter and water. 
Check out the calendar at
www.chicagoriverday20-20.org to 
see what you can find, what you can 
do, or how to join C3 volunteers
at Edgebrook Woods and other
locations to build bat and birds 
houses for use at home.

“The Changing Roles of
the Chicago River”
Tuesday, May 1

Don’t miss an incredible
opportunity to learn about the past, 
present, and future of the Chicago 
River with “The Changing Roles
of the Chicago River” hosted
by DePaul University and
moderated by James Montgomery, 
associate professor, DePaul
University Department of
Environmental Science and
Studies.  “Changing Roles” features 
presentations and a panel discussion 
between Margaret Frisbie, executive 
director of Friends of the Chicago 
River; Irwin Polls, principal,
Ecological Monitoring and
Assessment; and David Solzman, 
professor emeritus of University of 
Illinois at Chicago and author of
The Chicago River.  In addition,
Chicago River books will be for sale. 

River-Edge Pub Crawl
Thursday, May 3

Bring your friends and toast the 
continued improvement of the
Chicago River after work while 
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FEaTURED EVENTS FOR
CHICaGO RIVER DaY 20/20
(Continued from page 7) 

“crawling” along it in the heart of 
downtown.  Wander with Friends’ 
executive director, Margaret Frisbie, 
board members and staff while they 
travel between seven participating 
river-edge restaurants and pubs for 
great drink specials, food and river 
views while celebrating the river’s 
recovery.  Rather than walking
between all the stops you can also 
get a free water taxi ride to get to
the next location.

“The Chicago River:
a New Narrative”
Friday, May 4

Be a part of a lunchtime discussion 
about what the future holds for the 
Chicago River at the 8th annual 
Chicago River Summit featuring 
an in-depth conversation between 
visionary leaders who will examine 
the urban, political and ecological 
influences that impact the future of 
the Chicago River.  Moderated by 
Geoffrey Baer, program host and 
producer, WTTW Channel 11
Chicago, the Summit’s
Conversation Leaders are Mitchell 
Joachim, Ph.D., assoc. AIA, co-
president, Terreform ONE +
partner, Planetary ONE ;
Congressman Michael Quigley, 
Illinois 5th District and long-time 
river activist; and Laurel Ross, the 
Field Museum’s urban conservation 
director for environment, culture, 
and conservation for the
Chicago Region. 

Get on the River Day
Saturday, May 5

The Chicago River is full of
mystery and adventure but how will 
you know unless you get out and see 
it for yourself?  For Get on the River 
Day, Friends has arranged a host 
of discounts for you with Chicago 
River Canoe & Kayak, Kayak
Chicago, Wendella Boats and 
Shoreline Sightseeing so that you 
can see the river from the water.  
You can explore the river by
moonlight with Friends at our
popular canoe trip “Moonlight on 
the Skokie Lagoons.”  If you don’t 
have time for a boat ride on May 5, 
we encourage you to go for a
birdwalk, bike ride, or enjoy a
moment of quiet at one of the many 
magical places where you can enjoy 
the river from the bank instead.

Put it in Ink
Sunday, May 6

Tattoo you!  Wear your heart on 
your sleeve (or at least your hand) 
by sporting a free temporary river 
animal tattoo to illustrate your
support for clean water and a
healthy environment.  Tattoos will 
be distributed at the following
locations: Lincoln Park Zoo, Little 
Red Schoolhouse Nature Center, 
Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum, 
and the Shedd Aquarium as well as 
other locations throughout Chicago 
River Day 20/20.

Text $10 for the River
Wednesday, May 9

Text $10 today to help Friends raise 
$20,000 so that we can continue our 
work to improve the Chicago River.  
Friends has been at the forefront of 

the river’s recovery and renaissance
since 1979 and we can measure our 
success in numbers of fish and miles 
of river trail.  Yet despite all the 
wonderful progress, there is still a
lot to do and we need everyone’s 
help to do it.  Text $10 today!

Fish Liberation Day
Friday, May 11 

The McCormick Bridgehouse & 
Chicago River Museum celebrates 
Chicago’s river and world-famous 
movable bridges, and offers
visitors a one-of-a-kind
opportunity to explore a historic 
landmark bridgehouse.  Before you 
enter, celebrate the return of wildlife 
to the river – including 70 species 
of fish – by naming and releasing 
your very own native bluegill into 
the main stem of the Chicago River!  
This event will be held in
partnership with the Chicago
Park District Fish ’N Kids program.  
Sponsor a fish for $5, name it, and 
release it into the river.  Afterward, 
join us inside the iconic Bridgehouse 
Museum to discover the significance 
of your Chicago River and how
you can participate in its
continuing recovery.

Chicago River Day 
Saturday, May 12

Join over 4,000 volunteers at 65
locations throughout the watershed 
as we celebrate the 20th annual
Chicago River Day.  Contribute
to the greening of your
river and watershed -
get your hands dirty
by celebrating with
Friends at a site near you.
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Saturday, May 12, 2012
9 a.m. to 12 noon
www.chicagoriver.org
WHY:  The Chicago River has come a long way over the years.  Be a part of its
continuing revitalization by joining Friends of the Chicago River for the 20th annual 
Chicago River Day workday!

WHAT:  Activities include litter pick-up and sorting for recycling, invasive species
removal, trail maintenance, planting native seeds, water quality testing, river-focused
art projects, and more.

WHO:  Everyone can help out!  Friends welcomes individuals, families, schools,
corporate groups, scout troops, community and conservation groups to take part in
Chicago River Day.

WHERE:  There are over 60 sites located along 100 miles of the Chicago River system!  
From North Chicago in Lake County to Blue Island south of Chicago, there is sure
to be a site convenient for you!

All Chicago River Day volunteers receive a t-shirt.

HOW TO SIGN UP:
1. Go to www.chicagoriver.org, click on Chicago River Day and then Find a Site.
2. Pick a site near you or of particular interest. 
3. Register for your site online by clicking on the Register button.*
4. Show up the morning of May 12 with a smile and shoes and clothes you don’t mind getting a little dirty.

*Groups larger than 10 people should contact Cynthia Fox at (312) 939-0490, ext. 13, or cfox@chicagoriver.org.  
This will ensure that your group is placed in a location that fits your needs.  Group registration closes on
Wednesday, April 25, 2012.

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES
There may be new or different site captain information, additional sites or activities, and sites that have reached 
capacity and have closed.

Great blue heron,
Ardea herodias

Illustration by
Jen Pagnini

www.spinystudio.com

Presented by:

SPONSORS

City of Chicago, Chicago Park District, Forest Preserve District of Cook County, and Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago

U.S. Equities Realty
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river LIFE
Great blue herons hunt patiently.  Standing still for 
long periods of time while waiting for their prey, they 
can be almost invisible.  Their slim, elegant four-foot 
figure mimics the reeds and branches of the
shoreline.  They peer intently into the water, seeking 
to spear fish, their favorite prey.  They stride slowly 
and deliberately, webbed feet keeping them from 
sinking into the muddy water as they hardly disturb 
the surface.  Herons forage in rivers, ponds, marshes 
and wet fields for fish, amphibians, invertebrates,
reptiles, insects, birds and even small mammals.  
They swallow their prey head first and whole.

Worldwide, there are about 60 species of herons.  
They can feed in salt or fresh water and live in every 
habitat except very dry deserts, very high mountains, 
and our planet’s polar regions.  The great blue heron, 
the largest heron in North America, is found only 
in the western hemisphere.  Great blue herons are 
extremely adaptable, their varied diet accounting for 
their ability to winter farther north than other
smaller herons.

In contrast to their lonesome style of hunting, they 
nest in noisy colonies called rookeries, usually in the 
tops of trees, on islands or in swamps that offer some 
protection against ground predators.  Rookeries can 
consist of just a few great blue herons or hundreds of 
pairs, sometimes along with several other
wading birds including great egrets
and black-crowned night-herons.

In early spring, the adult great blue heron
carries sticks nearly as long as its body
length to build a nest or repair one used
last season.  If herons are successful in
raising young, they’ll return to the same
spot to nest each year.  A heron rookery
can be a noisy place with young herons
hollering for their dinner.

Great blue herons are frequently seen along the
entire length of the Chicago River and its
tributaries. Three active rookeries in the nearby
suburbs are to be found at Baker’s Lake in
Barrington, Busse Woods in Arlington
Heights, and at Almond Marsh in Grayslake. 
Some of these rookeries have nesting
structures built on poles to substitute
for the original trees.

Whitford Pond is the only site in the city of Chicago 
known to have an active great blue heron rookery. 
Herons were discovered to be nesting there in 2010. 

The property is owned by the Metropolitan Water
Reclamation District and was to be leased to The 
Chicago Police Department as the site for an

outdoor firing range.  Several organizations, 
including the Chicago Audubon Society, have

worked to protect the site for herons and other
wildlife.  Not only do great blue herons nest at

Whitford Pond, but there is evidence of great
egrets, state-endangered birds such as the

black-crowned night-heron, and even
eagles (see Riffles & Currents on page 3). 

The property is isolated; surrounded
by landfills on three sides and 
was used as a staging area for the 
deep tunnel construction. 

Nearby Hegewisch Marsh is the 
nature area where the proposed 
Ford Environmental Center 
would is to be built.

Chicago River Day celebrates 20 years!

RAFFLE FOR THE RIVER 

Win $20,000!
GREAT ODDS! A 1-in-500 chance to win! 

Take a chance, buy a ticket, and help support Friends of the 
Chicago River mark this milestone anniversary occasion.

Only 500 tickets will be sold
$100 per ticket

 
1st Prize      $20,000*
2nd Prize     $3,000*
3rd Prize      $2,000*

All proceeds benefit Friends of the Chicago River 

Purchase a ticket and help Chicago River Day 20/20: See
What You Can Do.  The drawing will be held on

Wednesday, June 6th at the 7th Annual Big Fish Ball.  

You can purchase a ticket by going online at
www.riverraffle.eventbrite.com, by calling

(312) 939-0490 ext 10, or by mailing your ticket to Friends’
office at: 28 E Jackson, Suite 1800, Chicago, IL 60604

*Total prize money shall be reduced proportionately if less 
than 500 tickets are sold. Must be 18 years old to purchase 

raffle ticket.  Winner need not be present to be eligible to win.

9                      
                                                                                                                                           

    
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

                                                          Great blue heron, Ardea herodias     Illustration by Jen Pagnini     www.spinystudio.com



11

                    
                                                                                                                                                       

      
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 

   ...................YES! I want to help ensure a boundless future for the Chicago River! ........................................

I’m pleased to make a membership contribution to Friends of the Chicago River in the amount of:

       $5,000     Gray Wolf                                        $100      blanding’s Turtle / business
       $2,500     bobcat                                            $75        Tiger Salamander / Family
       $1,000     Wild Mink                                        $35        Chorus Frog / Individual
       $500        Great Horned Owl                           $30        White-fringed Orchid / School / Club
       $250        Yellow-headed blackbird                $15        Purple Coneflower / Teacher / Volunteer
       $156        black-crowned Night Heron           $10        Prairie Dropseed / Student
                                                                               Other     $______________________

Name _________________________________________________________________________________

Company (if applicable) ___________________________________________________________________

For recognition purposes, list my name or company as ______________________________________

                ______________________________________________________________________________

address _______________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________________________

Daytime phone _____________________________  Email ______________________________________

       My check made payable to Friends of the Chicago River is enclosed.

       Charge my credit card (circle one)     american Express     Discover     Mastercard     Visa

       Card # _____________________________________________________________________________

       Exp. Date _____________________________ 3-4 digit security code ________________________

       Cardholder’s name and billing address (if different than above) ______________________________

       ___________________________________________________________________________________

       Please contact me about volunteer opportunities.
           The best way to reach me is by          Email          Daytime phone          Old-fashioned mail

       Please do NOT add me to your email communications list.

Your contribution is tax deductible as allowed
by law.  Please send it to Friends of the Chicago 
River at 28 E. Jackson blvd., Suite 1800,
Chicago, IL 60604-2272 or make your gift
online at www.chicagoriver.org/get_involved/.

For all contributions over $35, Friends of the
Chicago River members receive:
   *  a subscription to Friends’ River Reporter
      newsletter, filled with important information
      on issues that effect the Chicago River plus a
      calendar of river-related events;

   *  Volunteer bulletins and other opportunities for
      hands-on involvement;

   *  Invitations to special events like Chicago River
      Day and the big Fish ball;

   *  Discounts on Friends’ canoe trips;

   *  Listing in our annual Report;

and perhaps most significantly,

   *  The reward of knowing that your membership
      contribution has a direct impact on improving
      the Chicago River’s health and vitality.

business members also receive a certificate
showing your customers and employees that you 
care about the environment and the Chicago River.

Donors of $250 and above are eligible for
additional recognition opportunities and more!  
Those with support of $1,000 and above for the
year are also included on an annual plaque at
our McCormick bridgehouse & Chicago
River Museum.  Naming opportunities at the
bridgehouse Museum are available as well.

Friends of the Chicago River is a nonprofit,
501(c)(3) organization.

FRIENDS’ aNNUaL MEETING

Wednesday, april 18
5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Location to be announced

Join Friends’ staff, board,
volunteers, Chicago River
Eco-Warriors, and members to 
learn about Friends’ initiatives, 
celebrate recent victories, and 
give awards to our top volunteers.  
RSVP to Meshawn ayala at
mayala@chicagoriver.org or
(312) 939-0490, ext. 18.
RSVP required.

PaDDLE WITH FRIENDS!

Why travel afar when you can 
experience rich wildlife and urban 
adventure in your own backyard?  
Friends of the Chicago River offers 

2012 Calendar of Events 

guided group tours of several
sections of the Chicago River. 
Experienced and knowledgeable 
river guides, paddling skills
training, shuttle service (when 
needed), and equipment (canoes, 
paddles, personal flotation devices 
and dry bags) are provided by 
Friends of the Chicago River.

“Moonlight on the Skokie Lagoons”
May 5 and September 29

“Chicago River Wilderness”
June 23

“Downtown Canyons”
July 28

Don’t miss out.  Sign up for one
of our fantastic trips today at
www.chicagoriver.org/events/
urban_canoe_trips/.

CHICaGO RIVER DaY 20/20

april 23 to May 12

Featured events for Chicago River 
Day 20/20 are listed beginning on 
page 6.  To obtain the complete 
calendar of events, please visit
www.chicagoriverday20-20.org.

COME HaVE a bLaST aT
THE bIG FISH baLL

Wednesday, June 6
5:30 to 9 p.m.
Merchandise Mart’s
Riverside Drive

Friends of the Chicago River’s 
seventh annual gala event.  This 
year’s blue Ribbon awards will 
again be among the highlights.  
Visit www.chicagoriver.org/events/
big_fish_ball/.
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 Visit our website, www.chicagoriver.org, for more information on getting involved.        Membership opportunities on page eleven.

                                                                        
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

                                     bE a FRIEND OF THE CHICaGO RIVER!

28 E. Jackson blvd., Suite 1800, Chicago, IL 60604-2272

Return Service Requested

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage

PaID
Chicago, IL

Permit No. 6269

12

8th annual Chicago River Summit: A New Narrative
Friday, May 4, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Join Friends for a lively conversation with Dr. Mitchell Joachim, Laurel Ross, 
Congressman Quigley and moderator Geoffrey Baer, about a vision for the
next chapter in the story of the Chicago River.  Tickets start at $25 and are
limited, so sign up today!

Come Have a Blast at the Big Fish Ball
Wednesday, June 6, 5:30 to 9 p.m.
Merchandise Mart’s Riverside Drive

Join us for the 7th annual Big Fish Ball on Wednesday, June 6 - a night that
features delectable dining, river-centric spectacles and wild river guests
alongside the Chicago River.  A beautiful downtown skyline, bridge and river 
views and an after-party boat cruise to the fireworks complete this evening to 
benefit Friends of the Chicago River.  Contact (312) 939-0490, ext 19, or
msova@chicagoriver.org to reserve your tickets or buy a table.


