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Central to the mission of Friends of 
the Chicago River is wildlife habitat 
improvement and making the river 
safer and more accessible for people. 
Acknowledged in every strategic plan 
since we were established and stated in 
our mission, we have lived and breathed 
this doctrine for 33 years and have seen 
success that can be measured in species 
of fish, miles of trail, and the number of 
people who are out on the water.

Yet the recovery plan for the
Chicago River is far from complete. 
We have water quality goals we still 
need to reach. Our remaining habitat 
is degraded and fragmented. Outdated 
infrastructure still exists that prevents 
progress. Big among the troubles
are dams.

According to research there are as
many as 85,000 dams in the United 
States. Originally integral to an
expanding America, they provided 
power for grist mills and water
supplies. Yet today many of these dams 
no longer serve their intended purpose 
and, according to the American
Society of Civil Engineers, one-quarter 
of U.S. dams are older than 50 years. 
These older dams have a risk of failure 
and require expensive maintenance. 

In addition to that risk, the dams
themselves have had a very bad effect 
on rivers’ health because they prevent 

the passage of fish and other species 
and alter natural hydrology. In fact, 
dams can change the entire nature of an 
ecosystem like Arizona’s Glen Canyon 
Dam, which impedes the Colorado
River. The Colorado was originally 
warm and sediment-filled and now 
it runs cold and clear destroying the 
Grand Canyon aquatic ecosystem,
causing fish species extinctions,
negatively impacting ecosystems 
downstream, and flooding Glen Canyon 
which was home to an enormous array 
of plants and wildlife as well as 3,000 
ancient ruins.

Most U.S. dams were built before the 
procedural safeguards now mandated by 
the National Historic Preservation Act 
(1966) and the National Environmental 
Policy Act (1969) were in place.
Now, with a more comprehensive 
understanding of the harm dams can 
do, across the country dam removal is 
increasingly considered a pragmatic 
method for restoring natural river
functions, providing safe recreation, and 
eliminating unsafe infrastructure. Right 
now, in Olympic National Park the
Elwha River dams are coming out to 
great acclaim. In Maine, the Penobscot 
River is being freed from the Great 
Works Dam. Locally, according to the 
Lake County News Sun, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers identified 11 small 
dams along the Des Plaines River for 
removal and is already working with 

The Tam O’Shanter dam in Niles, Ill., looks 
like it barely makes a riffle in the water, but
it prevents fish from swimming upstream 
and can be dangerous for paddlers.
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state and local agencies to get them
removed. In 2006, Governor Pat 
Quinn, then Lieutenant Governor, 
launched the Illinois Dam Safety 
Initiative to educate the public about 
dam safety, and propose much needed 
changes to make our waterways safer.

For nearly decade Friends has been 
working to remove or modify dams on 
the Upper North Branch to reconnect 
aquatic habitat and provide safe paddler 
passage. Working with the Illinois
Department of Natural Resources 
(IDNR) to determine the greatest

Story continues on page 5
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      WADING IN

With the Chicago River drawing front 
page headlines so frequently, for the 
past few months my phone has been 
ringing off the hook in a whole new 
way. Where I used to hear, “I saw 
something bubbling near the blabity 
blah,” today the call is “I’ve got an idea 
for the river.”

While not all of the ideas are actionable 
or those that we can respond to right 
away, the barrage represents a
remarkable progression from a time 
when most people, including
environmental groups and government 
entities, steered clear of the Chicago 
River. The calls signify that the number 
of people who care about the Chicago 
River is growing and they want to join 
us in its recovery and renaissance. They 
want to get involved.

One of the ways we can be sure how to 
respond and engage those who want to 
join us is by having a strong vision for 
Friends and knowing what our goals 
and priorities are and must be. There 
are many avenues we could take, but 
which ones are right for the river? And 
for the river right now?

To make those determinations we know 
that a strong strategic plan is essential. 
Our last one guided us through a period 
of great advancement in our goals for 
water quality, restoration, and
engagement. It outlined our vision and 
values, and set measureable goals that 
we used to guide our work. It helped us 
choose how we should spend our time, 
ensuring strategic, mission-driven
activities and success even through 
tough economic times.

By the numbers, our plan resulted in 
easy-to-read accomplishments. Since 
2008, through the Chicago River 
Schools Network, 20,400 students used 

the river as a context for
learning, investigating real world river 
issues and going on fieldtrips to the 
river. Our Bridgehouse Museum
attendance increased in the same four 
and a half years, totaling 39,401 buoyed 
by the addition of new programs, 
partnerships, and a self assessment that 
helped us better understand our target 
market. Chicago River Day attracted 
another 23,500 people over those years, 
people who got out and got their hands 
dirty on the river itself. Quite excitingly 
in 2011 the Illinois Pollution Control 
Board approved new water quality
standards that require bacterial
sewage disinfection and the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation
District is making it happen.

Now we are at a watershed moment. 

While we have achieved so much,
there is still much more to do. The 
disinfection decision is monumental, 
yet we must still overcome the water 
quality issues from stormwater runoff 
and combined sewer overflows. There 
are climate change impacts. We are still 
striving for a continuous Chicago River 
Trail and we know we need more and 
better habitat in-stream and on
the banks.

To ensure that we capture all the ideas 
and opportunities that this moment in 
time offers, we invite you to share your 
ideas about the projects and priorities 
that you think are critical. Please
complete the enclosed survey or do it 
online at www.chicagoriver.org.

Your opinion counts!

                                    Margaret Frisbie
                                  Executive Director
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Friends is sad to report the passing of Eric Yondorf, a truly dedicated friend of 
the Chicago River. A city planner for years, Eric became a volunteer and member 
of Friends in 1986, and his adventurous and environmental spirit often found him 
walking along the Chicago River as he worked to help create Chicago’s river
corridor design standards that are still in effect today.  His efforts contributed to 
the paradigm shift in how developers and planners viewed the Chicago River.

Named Volunteer of the Year for 1996, Eric volunteered across programs
including Chicago River Day, walking tours, restoration projects and all of our
special events. He will be missed.

Remembering Eric Yondorf

                            
   

   
   

   
   

   
       RIFFLES & CURRENTS

CHICAGO RIVER IN
CHICAGO’S CULTURAL PLAN

Recognizing the inherent connection 
between the Chicago River and the 
people who live in Chicago, the City 
included the Chicago River as a key site 
for programming in its recently released 
draft Chicago Cultural Plan. Calling for 
a Chicago River cultural festival with 
events taking place at “key locations 
along the Chicago River citywide,” the 
plan embraces the river as an asset to 
Chicago and the role it can play in
linking neighborhoods to each other 
and downtown.

The Department of Cultural Affairs
and Special Events launched the
Chicago Cultural Plan 2012 to identify
opportunities for arts and cultural 
growth for the city. The complete
Chicago Cultural Plan 2012 is
scheduled to be released this fall. 

KEN SALAZAR INCLUDES
FRIENDS IN MILLENNIUM
RESERVE MODEL PROJECTS

On August 16 U.S. Interior Secretary
Ken Salazar and U.S. Senator Dick 
Durbin joined Marc Miller, director
of IDNR, and other state and local
officials to announce 12 new
Millennium Reserve conservation
projects.  One of the projects is
Friends’ River Volunteer Stewardship 
Program (RVSP) restoration site at 
Kickapoo Woods on the Little
Calumet River. The goal of the

Millennium Reserve, a signature
project of Illinois Governor Pat
Quinn, is to establish the Calumet
region as a one-of-a-kind public
destination that protects and enhances 
natural ecosystems, supports healthy 
and prosperous communities, and 
stimulates vigorous and diverse
economic growth. “One of the major 
goals of President Obama’s America’s 
Great Outdoors initiative is to work 
with states, local communities and
other partners to establish a network
of great urban parks that will help 
expand outdoor opportunities in and 
around cities,” Salazar said. “Today
we are helping to achieve this goal
right in the heart of Chicago, restoring 
native habitat while also creating new
opportunities for millions of Americans 
to enjoy the great outdoors.”

MWRD RELEASES
BIOLOGICAL SURVEY

In July 2012, the Metropolitan
Water Reclamation District (MWRD) 
released, “Into the Fields, Woods, and 
Wetlands: A Biological Survey of Plants 
and Animals,” a biological survey of 25 
MWRD properties along waterways, 
near treatment plants, in reservoirs and 
aeration stations. Intended to determine 
which mammals, amphibians, reptiles, 
birds, dragonflies, damselflies,
butterflies and plants call their
properties home, the goal is
understand what lives on their holdings 
so that MWRD can protect it as part of 
a comprehensive land use policy.

In addition to the biological report, a 
more detailed scientific analysis is also 
available. Copies of both can be
downloaded at www.mwrd.org or by
calling (312) 751-6633.

LEINENKUGEL CANOES FOR
A CAUSE

Leinenkugel brothers Jake, John, and 
Dick paddled the Chicago River to 
celebrate the brewery’s 2012 Canoes for 
a Cause events throughout the upper 
Midwest. In partnership with Friends, 
the brothers lent a paddle and recruited 
290 volunteers as part of the 2nd annual 
Friendly Float down the Chicago River.

Friends continues to work with
Leinenkugel’s, which is celebrating its 
145th anniversary, to create awareness 
of water resources and the Chicago 
River in particular through Canoes for 
a Cause and corporate stewardship days, 
raising funds to protect and preserve 
the Chicago River and others.
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Leinenkugel’s has been working for clean 
water and river restoration for over 10 
years. Jake Leinenkugel is pictured here 
with Margaret Frisbie.



INDIVIDUALS

$1,000 and above 

Karen Alber
Sally Fletcher
Eileen R. Heisman
Thomas and Barbara Honn
Lois L. Morrison and Justin Daab
David and Stacy French Reynolds
Sven and Julie Sykes
David M. Wong and Wai-Sinn Chan
John D. Ziesmer

$500 to $999

Anonymous
Fred and Cinda Axley
Walter and Elsa Bandi
John Blacketor
Thomas and Dorothy Borders
Kent Brown and Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Michael A. Bryson 
Vernita Cole
Grant Crowley
Steven J. DeAngeles

Philip Enquist and Joanna Karatzas
Cy and Maria Shay Griffith
Stacee A. Hasenbalg
Brad Johnson
Lawrence and Denise Kaplan
Eric Lacoursiere
Bruce Litt
Paula Lutz
Barbara Morse-Quinn and Barry Quinn
Jaye and Barry Nagle
Meg Prendergast
James and Mary Rooney
David M. and Rachel Solzman
Jennifer Steans and James Kastenholz
Jennifer Kamp Tretheway
Dennis Walsh
Victor and Barbara Zaveduk

$250 to $499

Emily Bergstrom
Christine L. Carlyle
Kate Chappell
Andrew Dahle
Joe and Paula Dempsey
Mark Dym

HIGH
Water Marks
Friends of the Chicago River recognizes the generous contributions and 
support of members, donors, and program participants and partners at 
$250 and above between March 1, 2012 and June 30, 2012.

Funder in Focus:
Sheffield’s Water from Ale Project Supports the Chicago River 
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Nancy Gerrie
Christopher K. Hehmeyer
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Robyn Hollweck
Thomas and Barbara Honn
Timothy Huizenga
Marlin Keesler
Jim and Ozana King
Jacqueline Loewe
George Mead
Ann Mendelsohn
Marc Miller
Michael and Kim Moran
Lisa Nelson
Patrick C. O’Day
Stephen Prassas
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Jeff and Marchell Willian

FOUNDATIONS, CORPORATIONS,
GOVERNMENT, AND OTHER

$10,000 and above

AON
The Crown Family 
General Iron Industries, Inc.
The Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust
Oberweiler Foundation
Polk Bros. Foundation
Prairie Rivers Network
Shoreline Sightseeing and Charters
Skender Construction
Wm. Wrigley Jr. Company Foundation

$3,500 to $9,999

Avison Young
The Boeing Company
Burke, Warren, MacKay, & Serritella, P.C.
Equity Group Investments, L.L.C.
Firestone Complete Auto Care
Hines
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Kirkland & Ellis Foundation
O’Briens Riverwalk Café
Pizzo & Associates, Ltd.
The Siragusa Foundation
Wight & Company

$1,000 to $3,499

Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
BMO Harris Bank
McDermott Will & Emery LLP
PricewaterhouseCoopers
Weglarz Company

$250 to $999

BayRu
Cardno ENTRIX
Continental Paper Grading
Nagle Hartray Architecture
Sims Metal Management, Inc.
St. Cloud Ventures, LLC

We apologize if any names have
been omitted, misspelled, or
otherwise incorrectly listed.  Please
contact us at (312) 939-0490, ext. 10,
or friends@chicagoriver.org so that
we can correct our records.

Friends is grateful for the generous contribution from
Sheffield’s Beer and Wine Garden. On February 1,
Sheffield’s kicked off a new campaign called Sheffield’s 
Water from Ale Project (S.W.A.P.). Sheffield’s has been a 
neighborhood watering hole in Lakeview for over 30 years 
and because they are serious about craft beer, and water is 
the key ingredient, Sheffield’s decided to give back to our 
planet’s greatest resource. 

For every beer Sheffield’s pours on draft, they donate 10¢ to 
the ongoing S.W.A.P. campaign. Friends was selected as the 
local beneficiary of S.W.A.P. proceeds. Sheffield’s will also 
be working with craft beer breweries and other supporters in 
the future to contribute and match their generous donations. 

Thank you to all those who continue to drink at Sheffield’s 
and support Friends of the Chicago River!

Sheffield's is donating 10¢ a draft to Friends to improve 
water quality in the Chicago River by expanding native 
plant communities.



A Riverbank Report
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With the economy making a comeback and interest and
investment in the Chicago River continuing to trend
upward, new projects along the Chicago River are starting
to take shape after a five-year hiatus. Among the most
prominent are the developments at Wolf Point and 444 
W. Lake St. which will transform the river’s skyline and 
its banks and “Mayor Emanuel’s boathouses” which are an 
exciting addition to the foundational infrastructure needed 
to add to the river’s quality as a recreational resource.

As part of the formal review process Friends’ Planning
Committee, composed of architects, landscape designers, 
planners and other professionals, weighed in on Wolf Point. 
Pleased with the amount of public open space and
environmental features, we were disappointed the
development could not retain the last green riverbank
downtown. To offset the loss, Friends proposed that the 
developer commit to recapturing as much of the habitat as 
possible and add in-stream habitat to mimic the physical 
characteristics of a riverbank through innovative techniques 
that are functional and attractive. Such a project would 
soften the bank, provide much needed habitat, and serve as a 
pilot for future urban river habitat solutions. 

Of the four boathouse projects underway the one at Clark 
Park is causing the most excitement and concern. At issue is

that, while the boathouse will bring new amenities and new 
users to the park and the river, it also could potentially
interfere with the already well established community of 
park and river users.

Among the issues is that the size and scope of the facility 
changed from earlier public presentations to the final
much-larger building approved by the Chicago Park District 
Board of Commissioners. Key to success now, since digging 
is already underway, is ensuring that the needs of both new 
and existing patrons of the park are satisfied and that the
long-term framework planning attends closely to everyone’s 
needs as they move forward on park planning.  Friends is 
working with the Chicago Park District, the Clark Park
Advisory Council, and the paddling and rowing communities 
to build consensus for an accommodating shared use plan.

Check out our website for additional comments on these 
projects at www.chicagoriver.org. 

The riverbank downtown is becoming more accessible with the 
emerging Chicago Riverwalk and other developments.

Story continued from page 1

impact, Friends prioritized four for 
modification or removal including the 
North Branch Dam owned by the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation
District (MWRD), the Chick Evans 
Golf Course and Winnetka Road dams 
which are owned by the Forest Preserve 
District of Cook County (FPDCC), and 
the Tam O’Shanter Dam, owned by the 
Niles Park District.

These dams were built decades ago and 
with the exception of the North Branch 
Dam, have outlived their intended 
hydrological function. They endanger 
recreators and prevent the natural
colonization of aquatic life. 

Over the years, the Upper North 
Branch has seen great improvement and 
despite degradation caused by urban 
development, in the recent past these 
tributaries have been improved by
intensive ecological restoration and
increased recreational use.

Municipalities, schools, community 
groups, forest preserve and park
districts, public agencies, private
residents, and Friends of the
Chicago River have all restored
wetlands, stabilized streambanks,
planted native vegetation to stabilize 
soil and filter runoff, constructed public 
and private boat launches and,
generally, taken a pro-active approach 
in dealing with urban impacts. In 
short, much effort has been expended 
to improve conditions in the Chicago 
River system and those efforts have had 
significant results.  

Yet aquatic biological diversity has
been slow to increase even though 
downstream the aquatic life is present.

The biggest contributing factor is the 
dams and so, as efforts continue to
improve water quality and habitat, 
Friends has made a sustained effort to 
build support for reconnecting the river 

and open the river for canoes and
kayaks more safely as well. Opening
the dams will provide unrestricted
access to over 50 miles of waterway.

With new leadership and excellent 
relationships with government partners, 
in 2011 we joined forces with IDNR, 
FPDCC, and MWRD to create a Dam 
Task Force. Working in collaboration, 
our goal is to meet our habitat and 
paddler safety goals and ensure that the 
ancillary uses like fishing are protected. 
We are also coordinating with the 
Chicago Park District to ensure efforts 
complement the planned boat facility at 
River Park.

While the Chicago River will never 
be free flowing, following its geologic 
course to its mouth, it can be a wild 
river, a scenic river, and a wonderful 
one that serves as a recreational treasure 
valuable to people and wildlife alike. 
That day is soon on its way.
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This summer, more than 4,000 visitors to Friends’ McCormick
Bridgehouse & Chicago River Museum discovered WATERLINE, an 
exhibit revealing how urban planning and design can harness the river’s 
transformative power to revitalize our neighborhoods.  The exhibit
displayed the work of Harvard University students studying with Skidmore 
Owings & Merrill LLP (SOM) Urban Design Partner Philip J. Enquist 
who spent a semester with them investigating issues and opportunities for a 
reach of the Chicago River’s South Branch from Wolf Point to Pilsen. 

“This stretch of the Chicago River is an essential part of the city - one 
whose problems result from the last century’s industrial legacy and whose 
future provides an opportunity to demonstrate sustainable models for this 
global century,” said Philip J. Enquist. “These 12 Harvard graduate design 
students offer us a fresh look at the possibilities.”

Proposals such as using underutilized riverfront land to create a new
micro-economy and reclaiming Pilsen’s vacant industrial corridor as a
Chicago Water Institute highlighted why the Chicago River should once 
again be considered the city’s most important natural asset and make a 
strong case for increased awareness, education and reinvention of the river. 

The exhibit was generously sponsored by Skidmore Owings & Merrill 
LLP. The Bridgehouse Museum is open through October 31.

WATERLINE

Friends congratulates the 2012 winners of the 3rd
annual Chicago River Blue: Blue Ribbon Awards.  
Presented at the Big Fish Ball, the Blue Ribbon Awards 
honor the work of developers, designers, municipalities 
and others for their creative approaches to river
sensitive design within the Chicago River watershed.
In its third year, Friends’ program recognizes those 
who strive for the ideal in sustainable design for
humans (public access), water (hydrology) and
wildlife (ecology) as they relate to the Chicago River.

2012 Blue Ribbon Award Winners

Visitors to the Bridgehouse Museum
saw some big ideas for future river
development through WATERLINE,
the work of 12 students from Harvard. 

Grant Uhlir (left)
and Elva Rubio

(center) from
Gensler accept

their Blue Ribbon
Award from

Margaret
Frisbie.

Blue Ribbon Award
Center on Halsted, Gensler 
The Center on Halsted is an educational LGBT community
center in Lakeview, on the north side of Chicago. The Center’s 
most exciting river sensitive design feature is the comprehensive 
rainwater and groundwater harvesting system that collects
stormwater from their rooftop garden and underground drain 
tiles, filters it onsite and re-circulates the “gray water”
throughout the building’s sewage system, providing recycled 
water for low-flow toilets and dramatically reducing the
Center’s use of potable water.

Silver Ribbon Award
The Ogden International School of Chicago,
Public Building Commission of Chicago  

Green Ribbon Awards
Roscoe Village Retreat, Prassas Landscape Studio LLC 
West Ridge Elementary School, Muller+Muller, Ltd. 
Chicago Public Library New Branch Prototypes, Lohan
Anderson, LLC

To learn how you can apply for an award or to
support Chicago River Blue in 2013, visit our website at 
www.chicagoriver.org.
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Your Opinion Counts!

This fall Friends of the Chicago River is undergoing the process to develop a new five-year strategic plan. This exercise is
designed to set the strategic direction for Friends’ future priorities, actions, and projects. Our members, volunteers and donors 
play a prominent role in our success; as such, we want you to provide input as we begin outlining Friends’ next five years.

INSTRUCTIONS: Please tear out this page, complete the questions on  both sides and mail, fax, or scan and email back to:

Kim Rice at Friends of the Chicago River, 411 S. Wells St., Ste. 800, Chicago, IL 60607, FAX (312) 939-0931.
For questions, contact Kim Rice at (312) 939-0490, ext. 15, or krice@chicagoriver.org.
This survey is also available online at www.chicagoriver.org.  

QUESTIONS

1.    Please identify your relationship with Friends (select all that apply) 

___ Individual or Family Member/Donor  ___ Volunteer
___ Corporate or Foundation Donor  ___ Governmental or other NGO Partner
___ Concerned Constituent   ___ Other _______________________________________________________________________

 
2.    What three words come to mind when you think about the Chicago River?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.    What area of Friends’ work relates best to your interests (such as volunteer clean-ups, wildlife, recreation, clean water,
       river edge real estate, restoration, Bridgehouse Museum, student education)?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.    Please rank in order from 1 to 10 (one being of the highest importance, 10 being of the lowest) the importance of each of
       the following issues for Friends to address in the next five years?
 

___ Recreation on and access to the river  ___ Having a cleaner river (less garbage, higher water quality, reducing sewer overflows)
___ Reducing flooding     ___ Physical improvements to the river bank (i.e. erosion control, native restoration)
___ Improving wildlife habitat    ___ Playing a larger role in the northern reaches of the Chicago River
___ Stopping aquatic invasive species   ___ Playing a larger role in the South Branch and Chicago Sanitary & Ship Canal
___ Education programs for school kids         regions of the Chicago River
      ___ Playing a larger role in the Calumet region

 
5.    If Friends had unlimited staff time and financial resources, what issue, project, or challenge would you recommend we
       undertake?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.    Do you subscribe to Friends’ online e-newsletter?
 

___ Yes     ___ No, I don’t know about it
      ___ No, I get too many emails
      ___ No, I used to but unsubscribed because it didn’t give me the
             kind of information I want to know

7.    What kind of information would you like to see in Friends’ online or print newsletters?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Continued on other side...

Strategic Planning Stakeholder Survey
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8.    How would you rate Friends’ effectiveness in the following areas?

Meeting its mission to preserve, protect and foster the vitality of the Chicago River for PLANTS

Meeting its mission to preserve, protect and foster the vitality of the Chicago River for ANIMALS

Meeting its mission to preserve, protect and foster the vitality of the Chicago River for PEOPLE

Communicating river-related issues/events to stakeholders 

Being recognized as authorities on river-related issues 

Managing financial resources well

Maintaining a strong online/social media presence 

Collaborating well with partner organizations

Engaging the public to take action on issues

Responding to constituents’ concerns 

Adjusting focus as new opportunities or challenges arise 

Clearly communicates organizational goals

Providing engaging volunteer opportunities

Using the Bridgehouse Museum to raise awareness of the Chicago River

Additional comments on effectiveness (please write in)

9.    Have you visited Friends’ McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago River Museum?

YES – What prompted your visit? (select all that apply)

___ Sounded interesting
___ Special interest in the Chicago River
___ Special interest in Bridgehouse or bridges 
___ Attended special event (free day, bridge lift, lecture, etc.)
___ Recommended by family or friends
___ Social outing 
___ Visit was spontaneous (walking by and just noticed it)
___ Other – Please specify:

        _________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

10.  What programs and resources would you be interested in if offered by the Bridgehouse Museum? (select all that apply)

___ Lectures about Chicago’s river and bridges  ___ Information about Friends’ other programs
___ Guided tour of existing museum exhibits   ___ On-site and online tips on how to participate in the river’s recovery
___ Guided Bridgehouse and bridges walking tour  ___ Cultural activities (art, music, story-telling or other performances)
___ Guided river history and ecology walking tour  ___ Volunteer opportunities
___ Temporary exhibits about the river and bridges  ___ Special events (bridge lifts, fish release, Riverwalk programs, etc.)
       ___ Other – Please specify:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11.  Do you have any final thoughts or recommendations for ways that Friends can better protect and improve the
       Chicago River?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
12.  Are you aware of projects being done by other organizations, agencies, individuals or companies that involve the
       Chicago River?  If so, please list or describe.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
On behalf of Friends’ staff and board, thank you for taking the time to answer these questions. The Chicago River has come a long way, and through the help
of all who care about it we can ensure its continued recovery and renaissance.

OPTIONAL Please share your name and contact  Name: ___________________________________________________
information if you wish to discuss your ideas further.
       Best contact: ______________________________________________
       (email or phone number)
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NO – Why not? (select all that apply)

___ Never heard of the museum
___ Not sure where it is located
___ Not accessible / too many stairs
___ Parking is inconvenient / expensive
___ Not interested
___ Other – Please specify:



                                                                                                                    
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

          Chicago River Day 20/20: See What You Can Do
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Presented by   

Twenty years ago Friends of the Chicago River started Chicago River Day with
25 volunteers who dragged shopping carts, mattresses, and plastic bags from its banks.
Today this inspiring event has grown to 3,800 volunteers at 70 locations throughout the watershed.

To commemorate this milestone, Friends celebrated by partnering up with river-edge businesses, like-
minded organizations, and enthusiastic individuals to create 20 days of events and activities to highlight 
the Chicago River. From a family friendly scavenger hunt to a river-edge pub crawl, there was something 
for everyone, and over 8,000 new and old river supporters joined the fun. 

Chicago River Day
Nearly 4,000 volunteers braved the rainy weather to remove 35 tons of 
debris, restore miles of river-side trails, plant native plants, and much 
more. Chicago River Day would not have been possible without 200+ 
site captains who put in so much work before, during, and after the 
event to make it happen. For a complete list of this year’s site captains, 
please visit the Chicago River Day page on our website. 

Night at the Bridgehouse Museum
Chicago blogger Lisa Lubin and three friends won a Night at the
McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago River Museum - making them the
first overnight guests at the museum. They had such a great time they wanted 
to stay another night! Read more about Lisa’s adventures on her blog at 
http://bit.ly/Bridgehouse.

Downtown Canyons Chicago River Pub Crawl
Over 200 river enthusiasts joined us for great food and drink specials, amazing 
views, and free water taxi rides at the “sold out” Downtown Canyons Chicago River 
Pub Crawl.

Special thanks to all of our partners, supporting businesses, and volunteers who helped make Chicago 
River Day 20/20 such a huge success!

Cynthia Weglarz Rountree Fund, Firestone Complete Auto Care, Illinois E.P.A. SCALE Grant, U.S. Equities
City of Chicago, Fletcher Chicago, Forest Preserve District of Cook County, and Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago

Great blue heron, Ardea herodias
Illustration by Jen Pagnini

www.spinystudio.com
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Please Join Friends as a Gully Walker! By Meshawn Ayala, community relations developer

This fall, Friends is launching a new Gully 
Identification Project to locate gullies along 
the Chicago River– and we’re looking for
volunteers to help us out.

Here’s the quick scoop: Poorly managed
rainwater causes a huge problem for the 
Chicago River because, among other issues, 
when rain falls on impervious surfaces like 
streets and parking lots, in lots of places it is 
directed to pipes which empty directly into 
the Cook County Forest Preserves where 
it washes away the soil and causing, you 
guessed it, gullies. This unmanaged dumping
destroys our natural landscape and
damages the river.

The good news is you can play a big part in 
the solution by joining the Gully Walker

Program, the cool new volunteer opportunity kicking off this fall. With
your help we can find and assess gullies in the Chicago River watershed 
so that we can fix them. The data you collect as a Gully Walker will
help determine future restoration projects to address the destructive 
properties of gullies and help in our efforts to preserve and improve the 
Chicago River. The best is once you are trained you can do it whenever 
you want and as often as you want.

We’ll provide training, Gully Monitor maps, and
all materials needed. Ready to get started?
Here’s how:

1.  Contact Meshawn at (312) 939-0490, ext. 18
     or mayala@chicagoriver.org to sign up
     or for more information.
2.  Attend a Gully Walker training and learn
     how to identify, categorize, and GPS gullies.
3.  Start walkin’!

                                                                                                                                              
                    

           
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  

                                                 Friends new Gully Walker program will train volunteers how to fi nd and assess gullies caused by poorly managed stormwater.

Blanding’s turtle,
Emydoidea blandingii
Illustration by Jen Pagnini
www.spinystudio.com

Classified as endangered in Illinois, the 
Blanding’s turtle is a Chicago River 
resident that is suffering from habitat 
fragmentation and loss, predation, and 
mortality from traversing roads. Once 
widespread, they are now restricted to a 
small number of states and provinces in 
the Upper Midwest, New England, and 
southeastern Canada.  A late maturing, 
long-lived species, the Blanding’s turtle 
has demonstrated an inability to cope 
with events that reduce its population. 

The Blanding’s turtle is about the size
of a small plate. Its most prominent 
identifying characteristic is its bright
yellow chin and throat that makes it
appear as if they smile all the time.
Their dark shell has numerous,
scattered yellow flecks.

Wetlands, especially those with adjacent 
sandy uplands are necessary to support 
Blanding’s turtles. Calm, shallow waters 
like rivers and streams, with rich, aquatic 
vegetation are especially preferred.
Blanding’s turtles typically overwinter in
the muddy depths of marshes, ponds, 
and streams. Small, ephemeral wetlands 
are frequently used by Blanding’s turtles 

in spring and early summer, when
these habitats provide basking sites,
mating opportunities and food. They eat 
aquatic vegetation, macroinvertebrates, 
frogs and even small fish.

Blanding’s turtles have delayed
maturation, not reaching sexual maturity 
until they are 12 years old. Females lay 
only one clutch of eggs each year. Clutch 
size varies, usually about 10-20 eggs, 
with older, larger females often laying 
larger clutch sizes. Female Blanding’s 
turtles often nest in agricultural fields. 
This may be hazardous to both adult 
females and nests in the form of
chemicals, disking, machinery usage, 
increased nest predation, and shade
produced by growing crops.

Females may travel up to one mile
overland from their resident marsh
to their nest site. This makes them
vulnerable to predators and road
mortality. Hatchlings often face a long 
overland journey just to get back to the 
water. During this journey,
hatchlings are extremely vulnerable to 
predators and automobiles.
Juvenile mortality has been estimated to 

be as high as 93%. Such losses have 
had an irreversible impact,
resulting in the loss of many local 
turtle populations.

Protecting and restoring the
wetland, river and dune habitats for 
Blanding’s turtles is essential for their 
survival.  Also essential is managing 
lands so as not to further fragment 
its remaining habitat.  These turtles 
would also benefit greatly from the 
installation of fences diverting them 
into tunnels under roads. As of 2012, 
the Endangered Species Protection 
Board (ESPB) continues to work with 
the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources (IDNR) on the
development of an Illinois
Blanding’s Turtle Recovery Plan. 
Captive breeding programs, such as 
those at the Peggy Notebaert Nature 
Museum and the Lake County Forest 
Preserve District, are in place across 
the Chicagoland region in an effort 
to increase the population.



2012 CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND TOURS
ViSit OUR MUSEUM

The McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago River
Museum uncovers the marvels of the Chicago River.

• Lunch and Learn: September 13, 12 noon,
     Lecture by Dennis McClendon, “Bridges to the Future”

• Lunch and Learn: September 27, 12 noon,
     Lecture by Robert Hirschfeld, “Protecting Against Asian Carp”

• Lunch and Learn: October 18, 12 noon,
     Lecture by Kim Rice, “Designing With the River in Mind”

• Open House Chicago: 
October 12 and 13, All day - Free Admission 

• Big Draw Chicago: October 27, All day – Free Participation

• Bridge Lifts – Anticipated on Wednesday and
Saturday mornings, starting September 19.
The schedule not yet official, so please watch
www.bridgehousemuseum.org for updates.

Bridge Lift Breakfast
Treat your group of up to 30 to a bridge lift viewing 
at the Bridgehouse Museum while enjoying breakfast! 
A limited number are available on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays in September. Contact Ozana at
(312) 939-0490, ext. 23, for details. Breakfasts
are generously sponsored by Corner Bakery Cafe.

11

                    
                                                                                                                                                       

      
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 

   ...................YES! I want to help ensure a boundless future for the Chicago River! ........................................

I’m pleased to make a membership contribution to Friends of the Chicago River in the amount of:

       $5,000     Gray Wolf                                        $100      Blanding’s Turtle / Business
       $2,500     Bobcat                                            $75        Tiger Salamander / Family
       $1,000     Wild Mink                                        $35        Chorus Frog / Individual
       $500        Great Horned Owl                           $30        White-fringed Orchid / School / Club
       $250        Yellow-headed Blackbird                $15        Purple Coneflower / Teacher / Volunteer
       $156        Black-crowned Night Heron           $10        Prairie Dropseed / Student
                                                                               Other     $______________________

Name _________________________________________________________________________________

Company (if applicable) ___________________________________________________________________

For recognition purposes, list my name or company as ______________________________________

                ______________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________________________

Daytime phone _____________________________  Email ______________________________________

       My check made payable to Friends of the Chicago River is enclosed.

       Charge my credit card (circle one)     American Express     Discover     Mastercard     Visa

       Card # _____________________________________________________________________________

       Exp. Date _____________________________ 3-4 digit security code ________________________

       Cardholder’s name and billing address (if different than above) ______________________________

       ___________________________________________________________________________________

       Please contact me about volunteer opportunities.
           The best way to reach me is by          Email          Daytime phone          Old-fashioned mail

       Please do NOT add me to your email communications list.

Your contribution is tax deductible as allowed
by law.  Please send it to Friends of the Chicago 
River at 411 South Wells Street, Suite 800,
Chicago, IL 60607 or make your gift online
at www.chicagoriver.org/get_involved/.

For all contributions over $35, Friends of the
Chicago River members receive:
   *  A subscription to Friends’ River Reporter
      newsletter, filled with important information
      on issues that effect the Chicago River plus a
      calendar of river-related events;

   *  Volunteer bulletins and other opportunities for
      hands-on involvement;

   *  Invitations to special events like Chicago River
      Day and the Big Fish Ball;

   *  Discounts on Friends’ canoe trips;

   *  Listing in our Annual Report;

And perhaps most significantly,

   *  The reward of knowing that your membership
      contribution has a direct impact on improving
      the Chicago River’s health and vitality.

Business members also receive a certificate
showing your customers and employees that you 
care about the environment and the Chicago River.

Donors of $250 and above are eligible for
additional recognition opportunities and more!  
Those with support of $1,000 and above for the
year are also included on an annual plaque at
our McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago
River Museum.  Naming opportunities at the
Bridgehouse Museum are available as well.

Friends of the Chicago River is a nonprofit,
501(c)(3) organization.

VOLUNtEER ON tHE RiVER

September 22: Kickapoo Prairie – S. Halsted and W. 144th, Riverdale.
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Learn about prairie restoration and help remove
buckthorn, a non-native plant found throughout the Forest Preserves.

October 13: Edgebrook Woods – 6100 N. Caldwell Ave., Chicago.
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Remove buckthorn and collect native seeds for
future planting.

Please wear comfortable clothing that you don’t mind getting dirty,
close toed shoes, and bring water. We provide tools, gloves, and training. 
For more information on these and other volunteer activities call or
email Meshawn at (312) 939-0490, ext. 18, mayala@chicagoriver.org.

COME CANOEiNG WitH FRiENDS

Skokie Lagoon by Moonlight, September 29

Summer is almost over but you can still join Friends for a paddle 
through wild woods capped off by s’mores and stories of the river.

Sign up at www.chicagoriver.org/events/urban_canoe_trips/
or contact Josh Yellin at jyellin@chicagoriver.org.



                                                                        
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

                                     BE A FRIEND OF THE CHICAGO RIVER!

411 South Wells Street, Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60607
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Join Friends of the Chicago River for a truly memorable

trip to AFRiCA
NAtURAL WONDERS of tANZANiA
thursday, June 20 to Monday, July 1, 2013

Organized and planned by Friends of the Chicago River 
in conjunction with Kilamanjaro Heritage Safaris of
tanzania at a truly remarkable cost per person. the
trip is 12 days in length. includes a nine-day land safari,
a half-day hot air balloon ride and travel days between 
the U.S. and tanzania. For more information, please 
contact Mary Beth at Friends: (312) 939-0490 ext 19,
or msova@chicagoriver.org. 

Become a Gully Walker with Friends!
Find out more on page 10 or contact Meshawn at
(312) 393-0490, ext. 18.

Photo by Stacee Hasenbalg

            
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
                       The River Reporter is printed on recycled paper. 

                                                                                                                                             
                   

           
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

                                                                                                                                            
 Visit our website, www.chicagoriver.org, for more information on getting involved.        Membership opportunities on page eleven.
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