
 

Overflow Action Month: 30 Days of Action and Awareness 

Saturday, April 01, 2017 All day  Sign Up for Overflow Action Day Alerts  
Sign up for Overflow Action Days and receive reminders to reduce your water use before, during, 
and right after rain storms. Conserving water during heavy rains reduces the chance that sewage and 
stormwater runoff pollution will end up in the river. 
 
Sunday, April 02, 2017 10 a.m.  Take the Overflow Action Day Pledge  
Clean water is a treasure that needs to be protected. Take the Overflow Action Day Pledge and 
make a commitment to conserve 20 gallons or more every day.   
 
Monday, April 03, 2017 All day  Download A Simple Guide to Water Conservation 
Download our "Simple Guide to Water Conservation" here and learn everyday water-saving tips. 
Shorten your shower and flush less! 
 
Tuesday, April 04, 2017 All day  Share Overflow Actions with Friends  
Tell your friends about Overflow Action Days. If we can get 50,000 people to save 20 gallons of 
water a day, we can save 1 million gallons. If 500,000 people, it's 10 times that! 
 
Wednesday, April 05, 2017 All day  Test Your Water Sense  
USEPA developed a fun and interactive tool to help you understand how water works. Check out 
their quiz here: https://www.epa.gov/watersense/watersense-kids#tab-3 
 
Thursday, April 06, 2017 All day  Post a River Photo   
Take a photo of the Chicago River and post it on Friends' Facebook page. Most people think of the 
river downtown. Where do you see the river?  #chicagoriverselfie #overflowaction 
 
Friday, April 07, 2017  All day  Sign Up for a Sapling  
The MWRD is giving away FREE oak trees to help infiltrate water, provide native habitat for birds, 
mammals, and native insects while also countering the urban heat island effect. Make shade, 
conserve water, and help local wildlife by adopting a tree from the MWRD here. 
 
Saturday, April 08, 2017 9:05-9:10 a.m. Short Shower Saturday  
The average shower uses five to seven gallons of water a minute. Shorten yours by five minutes and 
save 35 gallons with no trouble at all. 
 
Sunday, April 09, 2017 All day  Look for Leaks  
Leaking faucets and dripping toilets can waste thousands of gallons in a short amount of time. Tour 
your house and make sure nothing's leaking. If it is, fix it as soon as possible. 
 
 
 

http://www.chicagoriver.org/get-involved/take-action/overflow-action-days/sign-up-for-e-alerts
http://www.chicagoriver.org/get-involved/take-action/overflow-action-days/take-the-pledge
http://s3.amazonaws.com/chicagoriver/rich/rich_files/rich_files/1449/original/waterconservationguide-20-2-.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/ChicagoRiver
https://www.mwrd.org/irj/go/km/docs/documents/MWRD/internet/Public%20Affairs/Issues%20and%20Initiatives/Trees/htm/RestoreCanopy.htm


Monday, April 10, 2017 All day  Book a Canoe Trip with Friends  
Friends of the Chicago River takes people canoeing all spring, summer, and fall. Sign up for a trip to 
learn about how the river has improved and see its wild side. 
 
Tuesday, April 11, 2017 All day  Learn About the River  
The farthest north point of the Chicago River is seven miles from the Wisconsin border and the 
brook in Northbrook is part of the system, too. Check out Friends' "About the Chicago River" and 
"ExploreChicagoRiver" web pages to learn about where the river flows and more. 
 
Wednesday, April 12, 2017 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Visit the Fish at the Shedd  
Take a Spring Break trip to visit Overflow Action partner, the Shedd Aquarium, and learn all about 
the native fish that swim in the Chicago River. 
 
Thursday, April 13, 2017 All day  Sign up for Chicago River Day  
Friends' annual river clean-up, Chicago River Day, is celebrating its 25th anniversary this year and 
we could use your help. Sign up here and plan for a fun day out on the river. 
 
Friday, April 14, 2017  All day  Become a Member of Friends 
One of the most important things you can do is to support your local conservation groups. Your tax 
deductible contribution to Friends will help us make the river cleaner, healthier, and more accessible 
for people and wildlife. 
 
Saturday, April 15, 2017 All day  Keep Your Car Dirty  
It's Short Shower Saturday again, but this time focus on your car. Be quick using the hose or don’t 
do it at all. Take pride in your muddy ride.   #chicagoriverselfie #overflowaction 
 
Sunday, April 16, 2017 All day  Become a Centennial Volunteer  
Centennial Volunteers have transformed hundreds of acres of river-edge forest preserves in Cook 
County. Join us for a work day at Kickapoo Woods in Riverdale and learn what it's all about. 
 
Monday, April 17, 2017 All day  Buy a Bucket Day  
Buy a bucket to capture water warming for a shower or bath before it goes down the drain. A 
medium sized bucket can save three gallons and you can use the water for thirsty pets or house 
plants. 
 
Tuesday, April 18, 2017 7 a.m.  Wear it All Again  
Don’t put your clothes in the hamper so soon. Reducing washes can save 15-45 gallons per load 
depending on your washer. 
 
Wednesday, April 19, 2017 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Call a Congressman and More  
Not only do we all need to take action personally to protect the environment, but we need to tell 
people that we care. Call all of your elected officials and tell them clean water and healthy fish 
matter. 
 
Thursday, April 20, 2017 All day  Save a Flush  
"If it's yellow, let it mellow" means you don't have to flush every time you go. In fact, sharing toilet 
flushes can reduce your water consumption up to 20 gallons a day. 
 

http://www.chicagoriver.org/get-involved/attend/canoe-program
http://www.chicagoriver.org/about-the-river
http://explorechicagoriver.org/
http://www.sheddaquarium.org/plan-a-visit/
http://www.chicagoriver.org/get-involved/volunteer/chicago-river-day


Friday, April 21, 2017  1:30 p.m. Attend our Earth Day Rally  
Join Friends and our partners for an Earth Day call to action on the Chicago Riverwalk and support 
the March for Science and USEPA. Every voice that chimes in with ours makes us stronger. 
 
Saturday, April 22, 2017 All day  Think about the Planet  
Earth Day was founded in 1970 to build awareness of our growing environmental crisis. We have 
made a lot of progress but there is still a lot going on. #palmoil #climatechange #earthday 
 
Sunday, April 23, 2017 All day  Clean Your House   
Keep toxins out of the river by making your own DIY green cleaning supplies. Download Friends' 
eco-friendly recipe book “Think Beyond the Banks” here and start today. 
 
Monday, April 24, 2017 8 a.m.  Buy a Nose Plug  
Your family is probably staring to smell after taking fewer showers. Buy a nose plug and hide the 
bouquet. 
 
Tuesday, April 25, 2017 12 noon Fix a Gully  
Attend a lunchtime Gully Fixing webinar to learn how you can help reduce run off pollution from 
rainwater, by fixing gullies that erode our public lands and pollute our rivers.  
 
Wednesday, April 26, 2017 12:15 p.m. Join the “Keep the River Clean” Photobomb  
Join all our members and friends for the largest Chicago Riverwalk group photo ever! Meet us at 
The River Theater between Clark and LaSalle to see if we can break a world record for people 
standing together on some stairs. We are hoping to get at least 500 people to represent the 
thousands who care about the Chicago River. 
 
Thursday, April 27, 2017 6:15 p.m. Learn How to Monitor Wildlife  
The wildlife that lives in, on, and along the Chicago River depends upon us to keep the river clean. 
Help Friends understand the impact we have made with habitat improvements by learning how to 
monitor bats, turtles, and ospreys with us. 
 
Friday, April 28, 2017  5-7 p.m. Join a Virtual Happy Hour  
Join Friends for a Virtual Happy Hour with water friendly MillerCoors. Simply purchase your 
favorite MillerCoors beverage and take photo of you and your friends enjoying a happy hour 
together. Post to Friends’ Facebook page #happyhourwith Friends 
 
Saturday, April 29, 2017 12 a.m.-11:59 p.m. Turn In Your Tally  
Add up all the water you saved and send it to overflow@chicagoriver.org. The top five savers will 
win a special prize. Everyone who turns in their numbers will two FREE passes to the Bridgehouse 
Museum 
 
Sunday, April 30, 2017 All day  Every Day is an Action Day  
Keep the Overflow Action momentum going by leading a Water Conservation Week Challenge at 
your school or office. The river thanks you! 
  
 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54171df6e4b014031d016912/t/543bf8bee4b09f99fa4024ed/1413216446423/Think%21+recipe+book.pdf
http://www.chicagoriver.org/get-involved/volunteer/gully-fixers
mailto:overflow@chicagoriver.org

