VOL. 28 #2 newsletter for friends of the chicago river
Spring/Summer 2015

river
the

REPORTER

Chicago Riverwalk Open to Fish Too
In 2004 Friends of the Chicago River
installed the Michigan Avenue Fish
Hotel to a host of funny puns and
international fanfare. At 8’ x 42’ the
floating aquatic garden was designed
as constructed fish habitat that
provided food, shelter, and security
for the fish species that live in the
Chicago River’s Main Stem in
downtown Chicago.

Like many of Friends’ efforts, one
of our goals was to inspire action by
major landowners and government
agencies and have them integrate
these kinds of innovative efforts into
their work. Therefore, when the City
of Chicago announced that there
would be permanent in-stream
habitat built into the Chicago
Riverwalk, we were thrilled.

The combination floating wetland/
fish lunker hotel, which was
occasionally plundered by muskrats,
demonstrated that even in places
where the river is highly engineered,
human-made habitat structures that
mimic natural ones can help native
fish (and other wildlife) thrive.

The Chicago Riverwalk, which is
under construction now (see story on
page 4), is a perfect place to construct
in-stream habitat because it will
benefit fish and educate many people
about the health of the Chicago River
system and what is possible there.
And, although some water quality
problems remain, conditions for fish
and other aquatic creatures have
improved markedly throughout the
river system and further progress is
expected as the Tunnel and Reservoir
Plan advances and new water quality
standards begin to take effect.

Native plants provide a home for
macroinvertebrates that are a key part of
the food web. Photo courtesy WRD
Environmental.
See page eleven for membership opportunities,

To assist the City in creating
riverwalk habitat, Friends of the
Chicago River secured a grant from
the Chi-Cal Rivers Fund that will
support fish species already present
such as bluegill, bluntnose minnow,
emerald shiner, gizzard shad, green
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Chicago River
Speaker Series
Presented by Friends of the
Chicago River in partnership
with the City of Chicago
It’s free! It’s outdoors! Meet
your friends for a weekly lunch
date at the McCormick
Bridgehouse & Chicago River
Museum. Join us each Monday
from June 1 to July 27 under
the summer sun for a free
lecture series on the Chicago
Riverwalk. Come learn more
about river issues, stroll the
newly expanded riverwalk, and
visit Friends’ unique museum.
Speakers from Openlands,
Shedd Aquarium, Department
of Water Management, and
Friends will cover topics on
wildlife habitat, invasive species,
Chicago’s bridges, and the
economy of the river.
Lectures take place Mondays,
12:15 to 12:45 p.m., in front of
the Bridgehouse Museum at
376 N. Michigan Avenue.
Check Friends’ website at
www.chicagoriver.org/events
or the City’s events calendar for
details and the Riverwalk map.
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WADING IN
Your Opinion Counts!
In March, the City of Chicago and
Metropolitan Planning Council
(MPC) announced “Great Rivers
Chicago,” a planning process that
will examine the rivers that flow
through Chicago including the
Chicago/Calumet river system and
several miles of the Des Plaines.
The goal is to develop a vision and
action agenda that will continue to
improve the city’s rivers with a plan
for economic and community
development. The outcome will
be a plan intended to transform
Chicago’s rivers, making them a
fully-integrated network of
“economic, recreational, and
community amenities.”
“Great Rivers Chicago” nicely
complements Friends’ vision of
making the Chicago River one of
the world’s greatest metropolitan
rivers and comes at a perfect time
with new water quality standards
in place that protect recreation in
and on the water, sewage effluent
disinfection set to start at the end
of the year, and the Chicago
Riverwalk, Phase 2 opening in May.
Of course, while Friends’ efforts
extend well beyond the city’s
borders to the full 156-miles of
the Chicago and Calumet system,
we believe that this kind of
leadership effort sets a great
precedent and will allow us to
capitalize on the Great Rivers
results and extrapolate ideas and
opportunities upstream and down.
As the only organization whose
mission is solely dedicated to
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improving and protecting the
Chicago/Calumet river system,
Friends is a key partner in
the project.
Among many other activities, in
April and May 2015 Great Rivers is
conducting a comprehensive survey
that will solicit dreams, ideas, and
opinions from Chicago’s residents
and business owners.
Taking this survey is essential for
ALL of our members, friends,
associates, and river stakeholders as
it will help drive the Great Rivers
agenda. Therefore we exhort you
to take the survey RIGHT NOW
and tell the City you love the river!
Say you WANT clean water, lots
of fish, tons of birds, places for
wild animals to thrive, places
for people to sit quietly and
contemplate, AND a continuous
Chicago River trail. Tell them that
you want to fish, kayak, row, read,
dine, and SWIM. Say that you
KNOW the Chicago River system
matters and have been supporting
its improvement for years.
We believe that this is a terrific
opportunity to have your voice
heard and your opinion count.
PLEASE take the survey now.
www.greatriverschicago.com
Margaret Frisbie
Executive Director
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Friends Welcomes New
Bridgehouse Museum Director
Friends of the Chicago River is proud to welcome the new director
of our McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago River
Museum, Joanne So Young Dill, to our team.
With decades of experience on building audiences
and integrating cultural institutions into the
community, Dill will manage museum operations,
partnerships, marketing, outreach, and development.
Dill will also initiate strategies that capitalize on the
new Chicago Riverwalk.
Dill comes to Friends from Redmoon Theater
where she served as the project manager for the
Great Chicago Fire Festival where she learned a
great deal about the river. Prior to Redmoon, Dill
served at the Berklee College of Music. Dill says
she “loves to hike, travel, watch baseball, drum, and
chase Milo, my two-year old son, around the house.”
Friends is delighted to have her onboard.
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RIFFLES & CURRENTS
Big Plans for
Chicago’s Rivers

Third Boat House Opens,
Fourth is on its Way

In March, Chicago Mayor Rahm
Emanuel announced “Great Rivers
Chicago,” a new planning effort that
will result in an action agenda for
rivers that flow through the City
of Chicago.

The City of Chicago and
Chicago Park District celebrated
the grand opening of a new boat
house at River Park on the North
Branch on the city’s North Side
this winter. Designed to
accommodate a kayak
concession, the new boathouse
project includes the expansion of
a storage facility with new interior
office space and storage. The
boat house’s water side
improvements consisted of
the demolition of existing boat
launch; installation of new
geotextile fabric, riprap and bio
restoration; landscape
restoration; and the installation of
a new concrete pad, sheet pile,
stiff arms and a new accessible
kayak boat launch. The Chicago

Over the next 15 months, the City
and Metropolitan Planning Council
(MPC), in partnership with Friends of
the Chicago River, topical experts,
and community stakeholders, will lead
a planning process that explores all
the waterways within the city’s limits
and develops a strategic vision of
how to improve them. The process
invites residents and business owners
to think about what they would like to
see their riverfronts become. Step
one is a community survey at
www.greatriverschicago.com.

Park District funded the $1.4
million project.
The fourth boat house at Park
571 in Bridgeport is planned to
be a 19,003 square foot facility
with boat storage and a floating
boat launch dock. The building
will have an ergometer workout
space, house a rowing office,
four team storage bays, a heated
boat storage repair bay, vending
area and a clear span boat
storage bay. Site improvements
will include walkways, new
lighting, outdoor fitness
equipment, installation of
landscape plantings and eight
parking spaces. This boat house
will be a $5.7 million project
funded by the state and the
Chicago Park District.
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Chicago Riverwalk, Phase II

g the
erwalk will brin
The Chicago Riv

Not everyone wants to walk the river on a windy winter
day but those who do will see a major transformation
underway: Phase 2 of the Chicago Riverwalk is close to
being completed!
The Chicago Riverwalk, which has been in the works
since the 1990s, will allow people to enjoy the Chicago
River at water level all the way from Lake Michigan to
Lake Street, a distance of over a mile. This exciting
new amenity is projected to attract as an estimated 2.8
million visitors a year and have a significant economic
impact. Designed as a linear park with room for
restaurants, retail, and recreation, it will also be an
incredible introduction to the Chicago River as a living,
wild natural resource as well as a place of pageantry.
Designed as a series of rooms that can accommodate a
variety of uses, the foundation for today’s riverwalk
design stems from a public development process that
took place in 1999. The process required input and
approval from the U.S. Coast Guard and Army Corps
of Engineers, and an Act of Congress to narrow
the channel.
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host of fun things to do.
river to life and provide a
Illustrations courtesy the City of Chicago.

To build support and generate big ideas, in the 2000s
Mayor Daley established the Chicago Riverwalk
Development Committee to create a vision and a
framework plan. In 2009, Phase 1 was completed with
under bridge connections under Michigan and Wabash
and new plazas that brought visitors to Friends’
Bridgehouse Museum and restaurants like O’Brien’s
Riverwalk Café.
Mayor Rahm Emanuel committed himself to the
riverwalk and the city secured a $100 million federal
TIFIA loan and the rest of the riverwalk became
possible. Phase 2, which will be done in May 2015,
adds under bridge connections at State, Dearborn, and
Clark and includes The Marina Plaza, The Cove, and
The River Theater. Construction for Phase 3 will start
this spring adding under bridge connections at LaSalle,
Wells, and Franklin for The Water Plaza/Swimming
Hole, The Jetty, and The Boardwalk.
Friends invites you to visit our Bridgehouse Museum,
opening May 9, where you can find out more about the
riverwalk and the river.

Employing Our Open Space Assets
In March 2015, Friends of the Chicago River and
Openlands began public presentations on a new tool
that quantifies the conservation, recreation, and
stormwater potential of public lands owned by the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater
Chicago (MWRD).
The MWRD is the second largest landowner in Cook
County after the Forest Preserves of Cook County.
Their 1,023 parcels hold massive potential to help
manage stormwater using the natural landscape and
innovative green infrastructure, while providing
potential for the essential ancillary benefits of green
open space.
The Land Use Assessment Tool is a GIS database
that starts with all 1,023 MWRD properties in Cook
County. Then, our team’s GIS expert applied 27
data layers to the parcels to reveal the potential
value of MWRD lands as they relate to stormwater
management, public recreation, and wildlife habitat.

Garnered from dozens of government and nonprofit
sources, the data layers range from flood plain maps
to existing, planned, or proposed trails to areas where
threatened and endangered species can be found.
Each layer tells a story and together they paint a
comprehensive vision of opportunity. This tool can
serve the region, allowing us to take advantage of
our open space to
achieve goals such
“This tool provides
as reduced flooding,
useful information that
more and better
will help the District
trails, and healthier
identify ‘value-added’
wildlife habitat.
opportunities for District
property,” said MWRD
Friends invites anyone
Executive Director
interested in learning
David St. Pierre.
more about the Land
Use Assessment Tool
and its development to contact John Quail, director
of watershed planning, at (312) 939-0490, ext. 20,
or jquail@chicagoriver.org.

...Story continued from page 1

the walls on which they will be
mounted, small holes will provide
ideal hiding places for smaller
panfish such as bluegill,
pumpkinseed, and green sunfish,
which are commonly found in this
reach and lower reaches of the
Chicago River. The lunkers will
be installed at varying levels to
accommodate various species of fish.

sunfish, largemouth bass,
pumpkinseed, spotted shiner, white
bass, and yellow bullhead and may
potentially attract more.
The plan calls for a variety of
in-stream solutions to be installed
in the water along the riverwalk
with intensive efforts focused on
promoting the naturalness of the
river at “The Jetty,” the block
between Wells and Franklin Streets.
There will be two types of substrate
that will provide places for plants
and algae to grow. These will attract
herbivorous macroinvertebrates,
such as caddisfly and mayfly larvae,
snails, scuds, and sowbugs that are
essential components of a healthy
native aquatic environment. These,
in turn, will attract carnivorous
macroinvertebrates such as
dragonfly and damselfly larvae.
These plants and macroinvertebrates
will provide a diverse and important
food source for fish.

This constructed fish habitat
project complements Friends’
efforts with the Illinois Department
of Natural Resources to improve
fish habitat throughout the system
The project also calls for fish lunkers including our channel catfish
nesting cavity project underway
to substitute for the kinds of nooks
and crannies that a natural riverbank right now (The River Reporter,
Winter 2014). Friends is also
and woody debris would normally
provide. The lunkers will be attached exploring how to expand native
aquatic vegetation and to increase
to seawalls and pylons from four to
the “connectivity,” modifying dams
six feet below the waterline. Their
artificial structure will provide cover to allow fish and other aquatic
creatures to access other areas of
for smaller fish and protection
the river that are more habitat rich.
from larger predators. Spaced
approximately six inches away from
Building habitat in the Main Stem
downtown provides needed food
and shelter for fish. Photo courtesy
WRD Environmental.
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These are just seven
examples of our Chicago
River Day sites. We have
60 total sites with a variety
of work for all groups.

Come be a Part of
Friends of the Chicago River’s

23rd Annual
Chicago River Day

1

4

Saturday, May 9, 2015
9 a.m. to 12 noon
Sign up TODAY to celebrate a cleaner river and to care
for our local waterway by sprucing it up for the spring.
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Sign up at www.chicagoriver.org
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At some sites volunteers will remove invasive
trees like these at Somme Woods in Northbrook.

sponsors for m
Friends wants to thank all of our 2015 Chicago River Day
Friends wants to thank all of our
2015 Chicago River Day sponsors
for making this day possible

PRESENTING
SPONSOR

aking this day possible.

Volunteers work all across the region
including sites in the city like
Ping Tom Memorial Park.
Photo by gopho.

WHITE ASH
SPONSORS

QUAKING ASPEN SPONSORS
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At Centennial Volunteer sites, trained
volunteers will lead major restoration
efforts such as burning invasive
buckthorn at Whistler Woods.

nd
z Rountree Fu
Cynthia Weglar

Illinois EPA

REI

2015 Chicago River Day

4
Activities depend upon the site. Last year volunteers learned
about ecology at Blue Star Memorial Woods.

5
A critical part of restoration is made possible by volunteers
collecting native seed at LaBagh Woods.
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This year, Chicago River Day has over 60 sites on and
along the river. Each site is unique and will feature
exciting new activities depending on the location. As a
partner in Centennial Volunteers, five sites will include
restoration activities, such as planting bioswales and
removing harmful invasives from forest preserve sites.
The Centennial sites are north and south and include
Blue Star Memorial Woods,
Glenview; Somme Woods East,
Northbrook; LaBagh Woods and
Whistler Woods, Chicago; and
Kickapoo Woods, Riverdale.
Friends’ Canoe Program is
partnering with Openlands, REI,
and the Water Trailkeepers to host five new sites that are
“on the water.” Please visit our website to learn more,
depending on your experience, boat or lack of boat, we
have a site for you. Activities will include picking up trash
on the water and along hard-to-reach riverbanks.
For the 23rd annual Chicago River Day, the coveted
T-shirt features a little brown bat as River Day’s symbol
of local wildlife that need a healthy, clean river to thrive.
Friends wants to promote the role bats play in a healthy
ecosystem and for our larger community. Bats are the
best defense against mosquitoes and other insects, and
should be considered as greatly preferable over noxious
insecticides often used in urban areas to combat irritating
bugs that bite. Please read more about the little brown
bat in River Life on page 9.
Little brown bat
Myotis lucifugus

Illustration by Jen Pagnini
www.spinystudio.com

And while more people care about the river, we still need to
pick trash like these volunteers at Bubbly Creek.
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River Day is great for students, families, and corporate teams
like this group at Kickapoo Woods.

We hope you will join us for this fantastic day of cleaning
and restoring the river. It always proves to be a great time
to get outside, meet new people, and make a tangible
difference to the river, parks, and preserves.
We are thrilled to be partnering with so many great
companies, school groups, organizations, and individuals
to make this day such a great success. We hope to see you
on May 9!
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River Action Days with Friends of the Chicago River helps restore and
protect the Chicago River by giving participants a chance to make a
difference in engaging, hands-on work while having fun with each other.
Whether you are a corporate team, club, or other compilation, River
Action Days can provide a powerful benefit for your group and help build
team spirit amongst participants, increase staff loyalty, or help strengthen
your company image in the community.
Easy to arrange, River Action Days are completely planned and executed
by our professional staff and spring and summer are the best times to get
out of your office and make a difference to your local environment. Call
Sean Moloney for more information at (312) 939-0490, ext. 18.
River Action Day with HSBC.

…and to Paddle…
As the weather warms up, so does the river. And that means it’s
time to go boating. Join Friends as we rediscover the wonders
Chicago River the way it was originally explored— by canoe!
Currently scheduled trips are listed in the events calendar on
page 11, but please visit our website for the most up-to-date
information, including many other dates with partner
organizations: www.chicagoriver.org/programs/
education-and-outreach/urban-canoe-adventures/.

…or Explore!
As Chicagoans shake off old man winter and plan a fun-filled
summer, Friends recommends a new way to virtually navigate the
river to help you learn more about the river. Explore Chicago
River is interactive website that functions as your guide to what
the river has to offer.
Do you want to know the nearest place to launch your boat, or
the best place to grab a cool drink and a bite to eat while taking
in the river, or even a little history of the bridges? With an easy to
navigate map, this website offers a simple way to explore the river
and find the perfect way to experience this unique waterway.

Get out on the water with Friends for a canoe adventure!

Find a park or preserve in your area to enjoy
nature, discover Chicago’s river history,
learn about restoration along the river, or
find where to rent boats. As warmer weather
arrives, allow our river website to be your
guide to experiencing the Chicago River and
all it has to offer.
Thanks to Janitor, Ltd., for their hard work
creating this website.
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river LIFE

Little brown bat
Little brown bat
Myotis lucifugus

If you enjoy a late afternoon, early-evening walk in
Chicago, especially in a park with open water or near a
streetlamp attracting bugs, you may chance upon one of
our most unique native mammals. The little brown bat
is just that---little, being about three inches long with a
wingspan of 10 inches; generally brown, although they
can be reddish or golden brown; and an important part
of the environment in the Chicago River watershed.
The little brown bat is common to the northern
continental U.S. and in the Chicago area. They are
not territorial and can live in colonies of up to 100,000
individuals, although maternal colonies for rearing
young are much smaller. During warmer weather, the
colonies roost locally in buildings or trees, often near
water like the Chicago River where insects are easy to
find. Little brown bats fly south to hibernate during the
winter months in more protected structures like caves or
abandoned mines.
Little brown bats can be very active during the day in
the spring when the young bats need caring for.
Otherwise, they sleep for long periods, up to 19 hours
a day, in order to conserve energy and then hunt their
prey for a few hours at night. This species, like most
insect-eating bats, uses echolocation, emitting a
high-frequency sound that bounces off objects in the
environment. Size and location of prey is determined
by the echo returned to them. Their diet is varied,
including moths, wasps, beetles, gnats, mosquitoes, and
mayflies. They need to eat half their body weight in
insects per night in order to prevent malnourishment.
Our native bats, including the little brown bat, are
largely misunderstood creatures. Little brown bats are
common in Illinois, but struggle to find habitat in the
suburbs around Chicago. They live in colonies, are
highly dependent upon their extended family for
survival, and are very sensitive to human development.
Pesticides and deforestation threaten little brown bats’
food supply and habitat. Building developments also
effects echolocation and hunting. They are also
susceptible to white nose syndrome, a disease caused by
a fungal growth in the warm mucus membranes of bats
during hibernation. This disrupts the bats’ sleep and
causes a depletion of the energy needed to survive until
spring. The normal lifespan of the little brown bat is
six to seven years.

Illustration by Jen Pagnini
www.spinystudio.com

Making Way for Bats
River Life has taught us all about little brown bats
and where they live, but what happens if there is
no habitat available? Friends is working to place
artificial structures along the Chicago River where
bats otherwise might lack a good home.
Critically lacking for some species are maternity
colonies, where groups of females can live together
to raise their young. Little brown bats fall into this
category, as do some of our other local species like
big brown bats, tricolor bats, and evening bats.
To mimic the natural habitat that has vanished,
Friends is installing constructed maternity habitats
which are 4’ x 4’ x 4’ structures on 8’ posts fitted
with hundreds of small crevices that the bats
prefer. Fully occupied, they can house up to 2,600
bats each. The first two of six of these bat habitats
will be installed in April 2015, and the bats will be
able to move in
soon after.
Our bat habitats
will look very
similar to the
one recently
installed in the
Forest Preserve
District of
DuPage County.
(Photo courtesy
FPDDC)
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Water Marks
Friends of the Chicago River recognizes the generous contributions and support
of members, donors, and program participants and partners at $250 and above
from December 1, 2014, to February 28, 2015.

INDIVIDUALS
$1,000 - $5,000
Craig and Kate Coit
Norman and Cynthia Goldring
Gerald Jaecks
Eugene P. Jarvis
Lawrence and Denise Kaplan
Jeffrey Knipmeyer
Michael and Kim Moran
Barbara Morse-Quinn and Barry Quinn
William and Jean O’Neill
Paul and Helen Weaver

Leo and Linda Gordon
Scott and Cindy Grau
Mary E. Lambert
Paul Ozinga
Kelli Paige
Jordan Plofsky
Jennifer Roche and John Svolos
David and Ingrid Stalle
Shahram and Kelly Tousi
Reven Uihlein-Fellars
Gintaras A. Vaisnys
FOUNDATIONS, CORPORATIONS,
GOVERNMENT, AND OTHERS

$500 – $999

$50,000 and above

Philip Enquist and Joanna Karatzas
Greg Flowers
Kevin E.A. Hartman
Howard Isenberg
Thomas M. Jones
David and Stacy French Reynolds
Laurene von Klan and Sarah Kilpatrick

Alphawood Foundation

$250 - $499
Lee and Lori Alber
Aaron and Nicole Block
Robert Carton
Randall and Lynn Clark
Peter and Ginny Foreman
Jay Franke and Pamela Baker

$25,000 - $49,999
Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley
Foundation
The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation
Prince Charitable Trusts
$10,000 - $24,999
Chi-Cal Rivers Fund
Exelon
Friends of the Forest Preserves/
Centennial Volunteers
Peoples Gas

Chicago Department of Transportation
Chicago History Museum
Chuck’s: A Kerry Simon Kitchen
The Bobolink Foundation
ClassPass
William Blair & Company
Einstein Bagels
Leo Burnett USA
Josh Engel
Chicago Park District
FIG Catering
HERE, a Nokia company
Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Food For Thought Catering Prof. LTD
Coastal Zone Management Program Margaret Frisbie
Hard Rock Hotel Chicago
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Holiday Inn Chicago Mart Plaza
The Siragusa Foundation
Hotel Felix Chicago
Wendella Sightseeing Co. Inc.
The House Theatre of Chicago
WRD Environmental
Joffrey Ballet
Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum
$1,000 - $3,499
Pooch Hotel West Loop
John G. Shedd Aquariam
Analytical Instruments, Inc.
Sheffield’s Beer & Wine Garden, Inc.
Anonymous
South Branch
Dixon Enterprise
Urban Kayaks
Equity Group Investments, L.L.C.
Fuzzy Math
The Otter Society
Lakeshore Foundation, Inc.
Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund
Craig and Kate Coit
The Wrigley Building
Sally Fletcher
Weglarz Company
Barbara Morse-Quinn and Barry Quinn
The Wrigley Building
$250 - $999
$3,500 - $9,999

Continental Paper Grading
Earth Share of Illinois
Harborside Academy
Lake County Stormwater Management
Commission
Lawrence’s Fisheries
Network for Good
Prassas Landscape Studio LLC
Sims Metal Management Midwest
In-kind
Auditorium Theatre
Bartlett Tree Experts
Canal Street Marina & Yacht Yard

Endowment - Voice for the River
Kenneth M. Arenberg and
Susanne Swisher
Kent Brown and Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Laurene von Klan and Sarah Kilpatrick

We apologize if any names have been
omitted, misspelled, or otherwise
incorrectly listed. Please contact us at
friends@chicagoriver.org so that we can
correct our records.

Friends of the Chicago River is a proud member of

A New Look for Friends –
and a Big Thanks
Friends’ offices were recently redesigned and
reconfigured to better accommodate our growing staff,
interns, and volunteers. With new work stations and other
accommodations added the new “look” will allow us to be
more efficient with our time and resources, and allow us
to work better while improving the river.

Thank you Thomas Interiors and
Paul Klobucher and Jenna Nelson, Gary Lee Partners.
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Maddie Mahan and Luciana Bonifazi enjoying their new space.

ts
Spring/Summer Calendar of Even
Paddle the Chicago River

Chicago River Day on-the-water clean-up
• Sat., May 9, 9 a.m. to 12 noon
North Branch Paddles
• Sat., Aug. 15, 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
• Sat., Sept. 12, 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Moonlight Lagoons Paddle
• Sat., Sept. 26, 6 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Chicago River Day

Sat., May 9, 9 a.m. to 12 noon
Volunteer opportunities abound with
restoration, garbage collection and much,
much more. Mark your calendars for
May 9 and sign up now! Find out more at
www.chicagoriver.org. Thanks to our
presenting sponsor Exelon!

Bridgehouse Museum Opening
Sat., May 9, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Join Friends for the 2015 opening of
our Bridgehouse Museum. Special
prizes and activities. Find out more
at www.chicagoriver.org/mccormickbridgehouse-chicago-river-museum/.

River Workshops for Teachers
& the General Public

Big Fish Ball

Thurs., June 4, 5:30 to 10 p.m.
Join us at Friends’ celebration of
the Chicago River under tents on
the Merchandise Mart’s Riverside
Drive. Contact Mary Beth Sova to
reserve your tickets or table now
at (312) 939-0490, ext. 19, or
msova@chicagoriver.org.
More information at www.
chicagoriver.org/big-fish-ball/.

To register for any of the following, contact
Mark Hauser at (312) 939-0490, ext. 11, or
mhauser@chicagoriver.org or visit
www.chicagoriver.org/education/
workshops-curricula/.
A Morning at the River: Chemistry
Sat., April 25, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Cost per person: $10, RSVP Required
This is a fun introduction to water chemistry at the
river. We’ll provide all chemistry kits and equipment.

Chicago River Blue
Award Winners
Announced

Thurs., June 4
Winners of the Chicago River Blue
Awards, Friends’ annual award for
excellence in river-sensitive
development and design, will
be announced and recognized
during the 10th annual Big Fish
Ball. Join in this year and watch
for the deadline next year to win
your own award.

A Morning at the River: Biology
Sat., May 16, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Cost per person: $10, RSVP Required
Have fun and hunt for macroinvertebrates, bugs
that live in the river. We have all the equipment
you’ll need, from hipwaders to nets.
Rivers Curriculum
July 20, 21, 22, and 23,
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. each day
Cost per teacher: $125, RSVP Required
Credit: Two graduate credits from Aurora University.
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YES! I want to support the Chica
Your contribution is tax deductible as allowed
Your gift today makes you a member of Friends of the Chicago River.

$_____________

Yes! I want to join The Otter Society with my gift of $1,500 or more.
Contact me with details regarding gift recognition and special member opportunities.
$1,000
$500
$250
$156
$100

Wild Mink		
Great Horned Owl
Yellow-headed Blackbird
Black-crowned Night Heron
Blanding’s Turtle / Business

$75
$35
$10

Tiger Salamander / Family
Chorus Frog / Individual
Prairie Dropseed / Volunteer,
Teacher, or Student

Other

$_____________________________

Name _________________________________________________________________________________
Company (if applicable) ___________________________________________________________________
For recognition purposes, list my name or company as ______________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________________________
Prefered phone _____________________________ Email _____________________________________
My check made payable to Friends of the Chicago River is enclosed.
Charge my credit card (circle one) American Express Discover MasterCard

Visa

Card # ____________________________________________________________________________
Exp. Date _____________________________________ Security code _______________________
Cardholder’s name and billing address (if different than above) ______________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
Please contact me about volunteer opportunities via
Please do NOT add me to your email communications list.

Prefered phone

Email

by law. Please send it to Friends of the Chicago
River at 411 South Wells Street, Suite 800,
Chicago, IL 60607 or make your gift online at
www.chicagoriver.org/get-involved/membership.
For all contributions over $35, Friends of the
Chicago River members receive:
* Free general admission, discounts on bridge lift
and tour tickets, and merchandise discounts at our
McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago River Museum;
* Discounts on our canoe trips;
* A subscription to The River Reporter newsletter, filled
with important information on issues that effect the
Chicago River plus a calendar of river-related events;
* Volunteer bulletins, email actions alerts, and other
opportunities for hands-on involvement;
* Invitations to special events like Chicago River Day
and the Big Fish Ball;
* Listing in our Annual Report;

And perhaps most significantly,
* The reward of knowing that your membership
contribution has a direct impact on improving
the Chicago River’s health and vitality.

Business members also receive a certificate
showing your customers and employees that you
care about the environment and the Chicago River.
Donors of $250 and above are eligible for
additional recognition opportunities.
Those with support of $1,000 and above for the
year are also included on an annual plaque at
our McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago
River Museum. Naming opportunities at the
Bridgehouse Museum are available as well.
Friends of the Chicago River
is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) organization.
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Come Make a Splash!
Friends’ Big Fish Ball
Thursday, June 4, 2015
Join us at Friends’ celebration of the Chicago River under tents
on the Merchandise Mart’s Riverside Drive. Highlights include
sumptuous cocktails and delicious dining along the river, live river
animals, river-centric entertainment and getting on the river. Our
Gala Co-Chairs are Stacee Hasenbalg and Jim Mark. Get your tickets
today for this great event at, on, and for the Chicago River. Visit www.chicagoriver.org/big-fish-ball/ for more
information, or contact Mary Beth Sova at (312) 939-0490, ext. 19, or msova@chicagoriver.org to reserve a table.
Friends of the Chicago River is pleased and excited to introduce our new
Big Fish Ball event producers, Balihoo Productions and Stage Right, Inc.,
who are generously donating their services to put on the best Big Fish Ball yet!

The River Reporter is printed on recycled paper.
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