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First Friends’ Osprey Nest Installed at Skokie Lagoons 
 

Chicago—On Wednesday, April 8 Friends of the Chicago River installed an 80’foot post with an osprey 

nesting platform on it at the Skokie Lagoons to help local osprey thrive. The nest is the first of at least 

four planned by Friends along the Chicago/Calumet river system through a habitat restoration project that 

also includes the construction and installation of six bat large colonies and 50 acres of turtle nesting 

ground restoration to take place over the next three years.  

 

“One of Friends’ fundamental goals is to help restore wildlife habitat in and along the Chicago River,” 

said Margaret Frisbie, Friends’ executive director. “Last year Friends and the Illinois Department of 

Natural Resources installed the first 50 of 400 channel catfish nesting cavities and this year we are 

working with the Forest Preserves of Cook County (FPCC) to support new species that face the same loss 

of habitat the catfish do.” Like channel catfish bats, osprey, and turtles are water dependent species 

already present in the system whose reproductive success can benefit from relatively simple interventions.  

 

Easy to identify, osprey are large raptors which are a deep, glossy brown on their upper parts and 

predominantly white on the head and under parts. Their heads have a distinctive black eye stripe that goes 

down the side of their faces and they have short tails and long, narrow wings with four long, finger-like 

feathers, and a shorter fifth feather, which give it a very distinctive appearance.  Osprey require open, 

usually elevated nest sites near a body of water where there is an adequate food supply and which are free 

from predatory mammals such as raccoons. The Skokie Lagoons site was chosen because male osprey 

have already been spotted there by Forest Preserve staff. 

 

Osprey are listed as an Illinois state-endangered species, meaning they are at risk of disappearing as a 

breeding species. While ospreys are often seen during spring and fall migration, few remain in Illinois to 

nest. The FPCC has successfully encouraged the local nesting of osprey in southern Cook County by 

installing artificial nesting platforms on top of utility poles. Of the 15 poles installed in the region, many 



have at one point been occupied. Friends of the Chicago River is working in partnership with the FPCC to 

install these additional platforms, further bolstering the local population. 

 

The nesting pole weighs approximately 5,200 lbs. and is 80’ tall with 10’ below grade. The nest is six 

sided and is 40” across. The osprey young are protected from ground predators by a stainless steel 

predator guard which starts 8’ off the ground. The pole and nest are expected to last more than 30 years. 

 

Founded in 1979, Friends of the Chicago River is an award winning nonprofit organization whose 

mission is to improve and protect the Chicago River for people, plants, and animals. With over 6,000 

members, volunteers, and online advocates, Friends works to make the river greener and more accessible, 

while building awareness of the benefits that a clean, healthy river can bring to communities across the 

watershed. Friends of the Chicago River is working to make the Chicago River one of the world’s great 

metropolitan rivers. For more information on Friends of the Chicago River, please visit our website 

www.chicagoriver.org. 
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