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Preparing To Be A Priest

L earning to Teach and Serve
John W. Ritenbaugh
Given 21-Apr-95; Sermon #179A

To begin, | want to go back in thought to last week's sermon in the afternoon
["Narrow isthe Way"] in which | mentioned briefly that when we are
preparing for ajourney we must make sure we have aroad map to make sure
we get to wherever it iswe want to go. In an overall sense, much success has
been blunted because of poor preparation. If we do not have a map, we are
poorly prepared, and we have to do a great deal of wandering around in order
to find the proper direction we need to go.

We also all understand that each festival contains teaching within it that
pertains to some aspect of God's Work. "God isworking salvation in all the
earth." Of course, we understand that the holy days give us the pattern of
what it isthat He is working out, step by step. We see these things unfolding.

Heis not saving usjust to prove that He can do it, nor is He saving usjust to
give us eternal life. Thereis areason why Heis saving us. Heis saving us
for agreat purpose. We know, in an overall sense, that great purposeis that
He is going to re-establish His government on earth. Y ou can be sure
therefore God is preparing for that event.

We know Heisfollowing aplan that is outlined by Hisfestivals. We also
know that Jesus said in John 14, "1 go and prepare a place for you," so not
only is He preparing in an overall sense for the re-establishment of His
Kingdom on this earth, He is following a plan for each and every one of us
aswell in order that we be prepared. God is not going to be caught by
surprise when suddenly Jesus says, "Isit timefor Meto go?' No, Heis
preparing for it, and He is faithfully following a plan established by His
purpose.

We need to think of thisin relationship to you and me. Since we know these

things, are we following a purpose to get prepared for the establishment of
God's Kingdom on earth?
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Whenever you project forward to the Kingdom of God, to the Millennium,
what do you picture yourself doing? Whatever it isyou picture yourself
doing, are you consciously preparing for it, or is the Kingdom of God going
to sneak up on you? Do you have anything definite in mind so that you can
yield to the Potter who is shaping us? Do you not think the shaping the
Potter is doing would be far more effective, would go more easily, would be
faster if we knew in advance, at least in a general way, how we can yield to
Him because we know where He is headed?

| think that | am not going to be too far wrong if | say to you that when we
think of the Millennium, we think of it in terms of rulership. We think of the
Kingdom of God in terms of governing, of ruling. We may think in terms of
the Parable of the Talents when we are given cities over which to rule. We
think of Jesus saying thisin Revelation 2:26: "And he who overcomes, and
keeps My works until the end, to him | will give power over the nations."
Revelation 3:21 says, "To him who overcomes | will grant to sit with Me on
My throne." Thisagain isasymbol of rulership. We might think of
Revelation 5:10: "And have made us kings and priests to our God; and we
shall reign on the earth.”

Now, re-think that last verse. It aso says we are going to be priests. Are you
actively preparing to be apriest? Thisis a part of what we are being prepared
for that we have a tendency to denigrate to second place. It seemsto be
overshadowed by the thoughts of ruling. But the verse says "kings and
priests," and so we have to ask ourselves, "Are we conscioudly, actively
preparing to be a priest?”

We might say, "Well, | thought being a priest went out with the Old
Covenant, and that today we have ministers." That istrue. Today we have
ministers, but are not those verses that have to do with being a priest still
applicable today, especially Revelation 5:10? That has very much to do with
what we are to be preparing for today. There are other New Testament verses
that have to do with being a priest as well.

| Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen generation, aroyal priesthood.
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| Peter 2:5 You also, asliving stones, are being built up a spiritual
house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable
to God by Jesus Christ.

That verse says that the very reason we have been called isto be aroyal
priesthood, and that we are to be offering up spiritual sacrifices. What that
means to meis that even now we have priestly responsibilities. It is not
something that is off in the future. Indeed, it isjust asimportant now that we
be apriest asit isthat we rule properly. | can guarantee you that if we are not
practicing being a priest right now, we are not going to be prepared.
Everyone of us knows we have to practice ruling according to God's way
right now. We also have to practice being a priest right now.

What does a priest do? What kind of functions does a priest perform? Is
there any possibility that what we are doing today in this age has anything to
do with preparing us to function in the world tomorrow as a priest?

Everyone of us knows that a priest offers up sacrifices to God, but is there
more? We can learn agreat deal from the arrangement of the various courts
around the Temple in ancient Israel that Solomon built, and that Herod
rebuilt. We are familiar with that because we have read histories and we
have read descriptions of the way that was situated.

If you were an |sraglite man, let us say, and you were approaching the
Temple of God in Jerusalem, there is a path you would have to follow. The
first thing that you would come to would be what is called "the Court of the
Gentiles." Y ou would pass through the Court of the Gentiles. Incidentally,
that was as close as a Gentile could get to the Temple. He could not proceed
inside the Court of the Gentiles. But an I sraelite man could go through the
Court of the Gentiles, indeed he had to go through the Court of the Gentiles.
There was no way that he could get close to the Temple without going
through it.

Inside the Court of the Gentiles was the Court of Women. In this case, if you

were an |sraelite woman, you could go through the Court of the Gentiles, and
you could proceed then into the Court of Women. An Israelite man could do
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that too, but he could not proceed inside that, because inside that was the
Court of the Priests. In order to proceed into the Court of the Priests, you had
to be apriest.

Now apriest, in the carrying out of his responsibilities, was actually allowed
to go up to that area just outside of the Temple proper. If he was on duty
then, he could actually go inside the Temple and into the Holy Place, but
only if hewas carrying out his responsibility.

The high priest, one time of the year, on the Day of Atonement, had the
responsibility, and indeed the very grave privilege, of traveling through the
Holy Place and into the Holy of Holies to make his offering before God.
That was ateaching vehicle that we would understand, that the average
person did not have accessto God at all.

What | want to do is use thisillustration to help us understand avery
important aspect of your and my future. Once the Israglite reached the Court
of Women, he then had to call upon a priest to represent him before God.
The priest then functioned in that position. The term "mediating” or
"mediator" appearsin the Bible, and that iswhat a priest did. He mediated
between the Israelite and God.

There are four things that we can learn here about a priest, and actually three
of them are spin-offs of the first one, which isthis:

1. A priest had accessto God that the other people did not have.

Now because he had access to God, we therefore understand

that the priest served God personally. Think of thisin relation

to the world tomorrow, but do not detach it from today.

Remember, you are aroyal priesthood.

The priest ministers to others.

The priest was actually ministering to the average |sraelite

who came to him whenever he represented him before God.

4. Hetherefore had to have something to give. He had to have
something to give to the Israelite, and he also had to have
something to give to God.

W N

Page 4 of 20



Preparing to Be a Priest by John W. Ritenbaugh (https.//www.cgg.org)

We will see these things more specifically aswe move along. What we are
going to see then are practical applications of these functions to us today as a
Christian. Now before we do that we are going to look ahead a bit into the
Millennium through a couple of scripturesto get an indication of our need to
get prepared for this function that we are going to perform.

Let us go to Numbers 29. Numbers 28 and 29 give alisting of the
sacrifices—the offerings—that were required on each one of the festivals of
God. Numbers 29:12 is talking about the Feast of Tabernacles.

Numbers 29:12-13 And on the fifteenth day of the seventh month
you shall have a holy convocation: you shall do no servile work,
and you shall keep afeast unto the Lord seven days. And you shall
offer a burnt offering, a sacrifice made by fire, of a sweet savour
unto the Lord: thirteen young bullocks, two rams, and fourteen
lambs of the first year; they shall be without blemish.

That istypical of what God requires on every one of the festivals except for
one thing, and that is the number of sacrificesrequired. We al agree that the
Feast of Tabernaclesisatype, asymbol, of the Millennium, of the rule of
God on earth. What we are seeing here is arequirement to give offerings
during the Feast of Tabernacles. What is so interesting is that the Feast of
Tabernacles has more sacrifices required than all the other holy days
combined. | mean, way more than al of the others combined. | did not take
the time to total it up, but just a quick guess would be two to four times more
than all of the others combined.

Since the Feast of Tabernacles represents the Millennium, and the priest isa
representation of what we do, and a priest's major responsibility isto make
offerings on behalf of the people before God, does that not give you some
kind of a picture of how big our responsibility is going to be in the World
Tomorrow? There will be more sacrifices, more priestly work for you and
me during the Millennium than at any other time in God's plan.

Physically, the priests offered animals. | do not want to get us zeroed in on

that. We are not going to be sacrificing animals. It is the concept here of
what a priest does. Incidentally, during the Feast of Tabernacles there were
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172 animals sacrificed in the seven days. My concern hereiswhat is
involved in the concept of priesthood so that we understand sacrificing. A
priest doesalot of it, and during the Millennium there is going to be an
awful lot of sacrificing that the spiritual priesthood is going to be doing.

L et us go to the book of Obadiah.

Obadiah 21 And saviours shall come up on mount Zion to judge
the mount of Esau; and the kingdom shall be the Lord's.

First notice the last phrase: "and the kingdom shall be the Lord's." Y ou put
that together, beginning with verse 17 ["But upon mount Zion shall be
deliverance, and there shall be holiness; and the house of Jacob shall possess
their possessions'], we are talking about a millennial circumstance.

God's Kingdom is going to be on earth, and He says "saviors," are going to
be on Mount Zion, and they are going to be judging. That ought to open
some eyes. We know that aruler judges, but "saviors' are going to be
judging as well. | think that we all are somewhat familiar with Micah 4:5.
We will not turn to it, but it talks about each person worshipping or operating
in the name of hisgod. This certainly givesthe indication that it is not
talking about the Father or the Son there, but others who are also God. There
isaprinciple here.

L et us turn to the book of Nehemiah. Just remember saviors, judging,
Millennium. We are putting some things together in the book of Nehemiah.
Thisisnot millennial, but it is arecounting of the history of Isradl.
Nehemiah is actually praying here, and he is recounting what happened in
the past.

Nehemiah 9:27 Therefore you [God] delivered them into the hand
of their enemies [when Israel sinned], who vexed them: and in the
time of their trouble when they cried unto you, you heard them
from heaven; and according to your manifold mercies you gave
them saviors who saved them out of the hand of their enemies.
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As Nehemiah is recounting in his prayer to God, those saviors he was
referring to were people like Gideon, Samson, Ehud, Joshua, and Moses.
God gave them leaders that He in turn inspired, in order to deliver |srael
from the terrible circumstance they werein. | want you to put the thought of
Obadiah 21 into the Millennium and our responsibility asaking and as a
priest, into the concept of saving, into the concept of judging, and into the
concept of teaching (which we will seein aminute), and what isinvolved in
what God is doing.

Remember Obadiah again, and many other placesin the Bible how that God
shows that Israel is going to go into captivity at the beginning of the
Tribulation. They are going to be scattered all over the world in Slavery.
They are going to be regathered, and they are going to be brought back to
Israel, weeping, in arepentant state. But then what happens? Who is going to
be their saviors? Who is going to be their deliverers? Who is going to be
judging them? Who is going to be teaching them?

Y ou see, al praise, honor, and glory of all the functionaries carrying this out,
of course, beginsin God. But why do you think He is preparing you and me?
Heisnot going to do it all Himself. He is going to follow the patterns He
established in the past, only He is going to do it with those who are greater
than Joshua, greater than Gideon, greater than Samson, greater than Ehud,
greater, greater, greater, GREATER even than John the Baptist! Heis
going to do it with leaders, with saviors, with king-priests who are just like
Him. Indeed, they are His sons.

James 5:20 Let him know, that he which converts the sinner from
the error of hisway shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a
multitude of sins.

James 5:20 actually brings the function down to the present because it tells
us there that if one turns a sinner from his way, he covers a multitude of sins.
Heisexplaining in that verse that there is the possibility for usto play arole
in actually helping to lead someone out of avery difficult sin.

Are you beginning to get a concept of what God has done in the past? | want
us to understand that God follows the patterns He establishes, and that He is
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not going to deviate from these patterns. The reason He will not deviate from
them is He established the patterns so that we can understand the kind of
function that we are going to play in the World Tomorrow.

| saiah 30:19-21 For the people shall dwell in Zion at Jerusalem:
[He is regathering people out of their captivity.] Y ou shall weep no
more: [Jeremiah tells us they come back weeping.] He will be very
gracious unto you at the voice of your cry; [Remember Nehemiah,
that when the people cried out to Him, He rescued them. He sent
deliverers. He sent saviors to them.] When He shall hear it, He will
answer you. [How did He answer their prayers? He answered by
sending a Moses. He answered by sending a Joshua. He is going to
follow the pattern. What is He going to do in the World
Tomorrow?] And though the Lord give you the bread of adversity,
and the water of affliction, yet shall not your teachers be removed
into a corner any more, [The Moses will not die. The Joshuas will
not die and be replaced by somebody inferior. The Gideons will not
die, and so forth.] but your eyes shall see your teachers. [Thisisan
expression of longevity because they are going to be eternal.] And
your ears shall hear aword behind you, saying, Thisisthe way,
walk you in it, when you turn to the right hand, and when you turn
to the left.

We see added here to the function of these saviors, these king-priests:
teaching.

We can learn still more about the function of a priest from the Old
Testament. Just to anchor usin the New, and the purpose that God is
working out, be reminded that in the book of Hebrews the apostle Paul used
the Aaronic priesthood as a type of the High Priesthood of Jesus Christ.
From that we can draw an understanding that even as the Aaronic high
priesthood had priests serving under him, so Jesus Christ, in the Melchizedek
priesthood, is also going to have a priesthood serving under Him. So neither
Aaron nor Jesus Christ served alone. They had those functioning under them,
assisting them in their office, and doing things very similar to what the high
priest was doing, only on alesser more specific level.
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In Hebrews 9, after describing some of the furniture that wasin the old
tabernacle, it says:

Hebrews 9:9 Which was afigure [atype, a symbol] for the time
then present, in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices that
could not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the
conscience.

It carried out through a pattern that God was establishing so that we could
understand our function when the real purpose began to be worked out.

Hebrews 10:1 For the law having a shadow of good things to
come, and not the very image of the things, can never with those
sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the
comers thereunto perfect.

In Galatians 3:24 we find where this function under the Old Covenant is
made very clear.

Galatians 3:24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring
us unto Christ.

We are supposed to learn those things because the patterns are established
there.

The primary function of a priest then isto assist people in accessing God.
Thereisareason for this, and that is so there can be union with God. The
priest does this through being a mediator, reconciling between God and men,
and being ateacher of away of lifein order to improve upon the
reconciliation built at the beginning.

| am going to say that again: The primary function of apriest isto assist
people in accessing God. He does this so that there can be union with God.
The priest does this through being a mediator, reconciling between God and
men. The key word hereis"reconciles." A mediator reconciles. He brings
together. In this case he brings together God and men. A secondary function
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Isthat of being ateacher of the way of life in order to improve upon the
reconciliation that has been established. We see a 2-step function here: (1)
So that there can be union with God so they can be one, and (2) the
reconciliation is built upon to improve the relationship. It requires, then,
teaching. A priest not only reconciled, but he also counseled Israel so that
Israel would be able to get through the trials of life.

Y ou might recall we read in Obadiah 21 that these saviors were going to
judge. Also recall in my sermon last week | said to you that God isjudging
us, not to lose us, but He is judging us to correct us. He evaluates where we
stand, and from this learns what He needs to do, and what we need to do in
order to make the union better, stronger. Are you beginning to get the picture
clear about what a priest is going to do? We are going to be kings. We are
going to be priests. We are not only going to rule, we are going to carry out
the functions of one who mediates and builds upon the reconciliation through
teaching.

L eviticus 1:3-5 If his offering be a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let
him offer a male without blemish: he shall offer it of hisown
voluntary will at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation
before the Lord. And he shall put his hand upon the head of the
burnt offering: and it shall be accepted for him to make atonement
for him. And he shall kill the bullock before the Lord: and the
priests, Aaron's sons, shall bring the blood and sprinkle the blood
round about upon the altar that is by the door of the tabernacle of
the congregation.

Verse 7 mentions the sons of Aaron, the priests, once again. Inverses 9, 11,
12, and 13 it again mentions the priests. From this we see a pattern
established, that the average Israglite functioned in his relationship with God
through a priest. Now answer thisfor yourself: Isit any different today? Do
you not function in your relationship with God through a priest—through our
High Priest who sits at the right hand of the Magjesty on High—who is King-
High Priest? Our relationship with God functions through Him.
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What we are seeing in what God is doing is not only the expansion of His
Family for the purpose of ruling, but also the expansion of His Family for the
second aspect of our work, which isto be apriest. As we prepare for the one,
we also have to prepare for the other as well.

Y ou might recall that symbolically the church isthe Temple. Let us bring the
Temple back into this picture of the living God, and that under the Old
Covenant the very object of the Temple's existence was, above al, the place
of sacrifice because God lived there! The average I sraelite's relationship with
God functioned at the door of the Temple through sacrifice, which the priest
handled.

In | Corinthians 3:17 Paul refers to the church as the temple of God
collectively, as an entire body made up of many parts. In Il Corinthians 6
Paul refersto the individual as the temple of God. In the biblical analogy, the
pattern is being broken ever more finely. In the Old Testament we have a
building established as the place of God's residence. In the New Testament
we find that the body collectively—the church—is the house in which God
lives. We also find that each individual is aso the house in which God lives.
Remember Jesus said, "We will take up our abode in him."

L et us feed something back into this again, and that is that above al, the
Templeisthe place of sacrifice, and it is the priest who functions, operating
these things. Y ou see how this beautiful picture is being woven together.
You areapriest. You are the Temple. You are the place of sacrifice. You are
the one doing the sacrificing. All of it is being done in relation to God.

Our English word "priest" actually hasitsrootsin aLatin word. It came out
of the Latin. It did not come out of the Greek. It did not come out of Hebrew.
It has a brief, but interesting background. It comes from the Latin word
which you will recognize immediately: "pontiff." The pope is the pontifex
maximus. He is the high priest. Pontiff means "bridge-builder.” That is
literally what it means. The high priest is the bridge-builder between man
and God. A priest is abridge-builder. What that describesisapriest's
function. He aids the | sraelites in accessing God. He proves to be the bridge
between the two. He is the mediator.
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According to Webster's, "Sacrifice is an act of offering to deity something
precious. It isagift to God. It is the destruction or surrender of something for
the sake of something else." That is clear enough, but sacrifice is a much-
abused term because it is, unfortunately, most frequently associated with the
death of avictim. When we think of sacrifice in biblical terms, we think of
an animal having itsthroat cut and blood spilling out.

We think of Jesus being beaten until He is bleeding from every portion of
His body, and finally having a spear stuck in Him, and blood and water
coming out, and He dies. That is not wrong. | am not hereto tell you that is
wrong. It may even come to mind that Jesus Himself said " Greater love has
no man that he should lay down hislife for hisfriends." We immediately
think of death, but | wonder: isthat all He meant within the framework,
within the scope of that concept?

Our usage of the term "sacrifice" has to broaden to include the thought of the
offering of life, or the offering of alife lived; that is, conveying the concepts
of dedication, of devotion, and commitment to service. Either way then that
one wantsto look at it, in the taking away of life (that is, in death), or the
giving of one'slife in devotion, there is no more precious gift than the giving
of one'slife.

Thereisno doubt that a priest serves. Jesusis High Priest, and He certainly
serves the heirs of salvation. However, if apriest gives up hislifein death,
his service ends. It can go no further. What God is primarily interested in is
living priests who serve through the sacrifice of time, energy, gifts, and
service, that their lives as afunction are dedicated, devoted to doing those
things.

In the Old Testament ritual the sacrifices were an expression of areligious
truth that is not brought out until we get to the New Testament in whichiitis
not the slaughter of a victim that we see, but rather the giving of alifein
some form of service, whether to God, or to man, or to God and man at one
and the same time. A sacrifice isameans of giving a gift to God, and thereis
one reason, and one reason only, why sacrifices are given to God. Sacrifices
are given to God (I extract this from the Bible) in order that there might be
fellowship with God. That is so clear.
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Why did Jesus Christ give Hislife? That is the only reason why sacrificeto
God is given.

Sacrifice then, in the Bible, is shown to be either a basis for, or a means by
which, fellowship with God can begin, or to continue afellowship that has
already begun. In the giving of a sacrifice, in the doing of it, there is then the
unstated consciousness that fellowship with God is not an unbroken union,
but one that needs to be renewed. There is areason why thisis so.

Il Corinthians 4:16 For which cause we faint not [we do not lose
heart]: but though our outward man perish, yet the inward manis
renewed day by day.

Do you see what that is saying? Once fellowship with God is established—
and it is established through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ—that is not enough.
The fellowship has to be built upon. In order for it to continue, it hasto be
renewed day by day. In other words, the sacrificing has to continue.

Our relationship with God, then, is not constant, because we are not
unchanging as God is. Our attitudes fluctuate. Our faith increases. Our faith
decreases. Our love, joy, and peace increase and decrease in their intensity.
Now sacrifice playsamajor rolein all of these factors because these things
are not constants with you and me, and so they have to be renewed day by
day. Sacrifice plays amajor role in that, whether it be the sacrifice of Christ,
or as we are going to see our own personal sacrifice as well.

So then a conclusion is that a sacrifice is then seen either as a means of
reconciling or ameans of strengthening that which already exists. They are
Seen as a necessary means of becoming or continuing at-one-ment with God.

L et us add another factor to this. In the Old Testament the gifts are arranged
in the order of their value. An animal was of greater value than a vegetable.
Consider Cain's and Abel's offerings. Abel gave one that was acceptable.
Cain gave one that was unacceptable for that circumstance. It might have
been acceptable in adifferent circumstance. In this circumstance, you see, it
was arranged in order of priority. In Leviticus 1, 2, and 3, they are arranged
there. A bullock is of greater value than aram. Do you seethat? Thereisa
principle here.
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L et us step up even higher. The offering of ason is of greater value than the
offering of an animal. When |saac was offered by Abraham that was far
greater value than the offering of alamb, or aram, or abullock. In this case
God was not going to accept anything less than the best. In the case of
Abraham and Isaac, it had to be the offering of what was nearest and dearest
to Abraham's heart. From thiswe learn that it is not just the value of the gift,
but the relative cost to the giver to which God reserves the greatest
importance of all. And so in this case, awidow's two mites can be a greater
offering than all of the silver and gold the wealthy were able to give. From
this we can extract another principle. The greatest gift of all is self-sacrifice.

John 10:17-18 Therefore does my Father love me, because | lay
down my lifethat | might take it again. No man takesit from me,
but | lay it down of myself. | have power to lay it down, and | have
power to take it again. This commandment have | received of my
Father.

Brethren, even as Christ, you have received the same commandment from
our Father. Jesus set the perfect pattern in this, and thisis what the New
Testament teaches for all of Hisfollowers. This, incidentally, is exactly what
the Old Testament also teaches as well. But what we see here clearly, taught
by Jesus, is that His death was wholly voluntary, and yet at the same time
completely and totally in accord with the Father's will.

In brief then, He suffered and died because He willed to do it. He did it in
order to show that He was in agreement with the Father's purpose. Therefore,
the whole plan that Jesus carried out was motivated by His love for the
Father. The word that is trandlated "power" here means that He was not a

hel pless victim. He had both the right and the power to become the
Instrument of reconciliation between men and God, and that is the way He
went. He set His will to do that. What this means is that Jesus then saw His
whole life as an act of obedience to God. God had given Him atask to do,
and He was prepared to spend it all the way to the end, even if it cost Him
Hislife—and it did.

|1 Samuel 24:24 And [David] the king said unto Araunah, Nay; but
| will surely buy it of thee at a price: neither will | offer burnt
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offerings unto the Lord my God of that which does cost me
nothing. So David bought the threshingfloor and the oxen for fifty
shekels of silver.

From this verse we can extract a principle that from it we can understand, at
least in part, the reason why God said David was a man after His own heart.
When David was preparing to build the Temple he purchased what is now
the Temple mount from a man by the name of Araunah. Araunah certainly
knew who David was. When David the king came to purchase hisland,
Araunah wanted to give it to him. He not only wanted to give him the land,
he wanted to give him animals to make offerings to God, and David rejected
the offer. From out of that comes a principle. David said, "l will not make an
offering to God that costs me nothing." There is no sacrifice in that. He
would not have been giving up of himself at all.

| gave an offering sermonette in Charlotte last week to show the awesome
size of the offering that David made in order for the Temple to be built. In
today's money it was about a billion and a half dollars. David was wealthy,
but abillion and a half dollars! That isalot of money. Y ou can believe that
after this statement was recorded in || Samuel 24:24, that what David offered
cost him dearly in money. We can find that this same David understood the
purpose of the sacrifices.

Psalm 51:16-17 For you desire not sacrifice, elsewould | giveit:
you delightest not in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a
broken spirit: abroken and a contrite heart, O God, you will not

despise.

David understood. He was a converted man. He understood that those animal
sacrifices were really not doing anything except setting a pattern. Certainly
they were a schoolmaster to those who understood. The Israglites could go
through them and not get a thing from them, but David understood. He said,
"For you desire not sacrifice, else would | giveit: you delight not in burnt
offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit."

That cost a man something! He was giving of himself when wild human

nature was being cut away from him, when he, by the exercise of hiswill
because of hisfaith in God, would either do or not do something, even as
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Jesus later on did. By the force of hiswill, buttressed by his faith, he would
make himself do something, or make himself not do something, that every
fiber of his passionate being wanted to do or wanted not to do. "A broken
spirit and a contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.”

Psalm 51:18-19 Do good in your good pleasure unto Zion: build
you the walls of Jerusalem. Then shall you be pleased with the
sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt offering and whole burnt
offering: then shall they offer bullocks upon your altar.

This same principle also turns up in Psalm 50. Essentially, what David is
saying isthat the offering of an animal does not meet the price of
forgiveness, but an acceptable sacrifice before God is a broken and contrite
heart. One that is that way is one of repentance, because it is giving up
human nature. It is giving up its own will. It is giving up obstinacy and pride,
that they have been suppressed and then replaced by humility. Thisis
personally costly because it motivates one to submit his life to God.

In Psalm 141:2 we find that this same David said that prayer is a sacrifice.
Why? Because it isa gift of devotion, praise, and thanksgiving that aidsin
changing the nature of the person away from his self-centeredness,

Psalm 141:2 Let my prayer be set forth before thee asincense: and
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

Now why is prayer a sacrifice? First of all, it consumes time. We do not like
to give time unless our heart is consumed by what we want to do, and human
nature, by nature, does not want to do spiritual things. But more importantly,
It is because it requires giving—the giving of one's mind to thinking about
the qualities of God. How €else can you thank Him? Because we give
ourselves to the activity of praise—praise for things that He has done. We do
that because we have spent time thinking about them, and because we
acknowledge His presence, His activity in our life, or in somebody else'slife.

Prayer is most effective when we are acting as a mediator, interceding in
behalf of others, which means that we have given our time over to thinking
about them, and about their needs. And so we give ourselvestimeto go to
God and ask for His intervention, and so we intercede in their behalf, and
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then they can change. But do you know what? God acts on our behalf
because we sacrificed, and begins to change us away from our
egocentricities, our self-centeredness. See, the mind is being trained to think
about others rather than the self.

We can find again in Psalm 40:6-8 that burnt offerings were not what God
wanted. Those under the Old Covenant, who were converted, understood
that. When Paul wrote the book of Hebrews he quoted this. In fact, he quoted
Jesus Christ as saying it before He ever came to the earth. You canread it in
Hebrews 10:5. He says, " Sacrifice and offering Y ou did not want, Y ou did
not desire; otherwise, | would have given it to You. But abody Y ou have
prepared for Me."

One can very easily make aritual out of going to services, out of tithing, out
of getting rid of the leaven, out of fasting on the Day of Atonement, or even
going to the Feast of Tabernaclesif our reasons for doing that are merely
perfunctory, or we do not understand, or we do not agree with the object
lesson that God intends we learn while doing them.

When that lawyer asked Jesus there in Matthew 22 which is the great
commandment of the law, Jesus said, "Y ou shall love the Lord your God
with al your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind; and the second
Islike unto this." He quoted Deuteronomy 6:5 and L eviticus 19:18.

Do you understand that what Jesus described is awhole burnt offering? The
burnt offering of Leviticus 1:1-13 is describing the offering of an animal, but
God expects you and mein the offering of alife lived completely—alife
completely consumed in obedience to living God's way. There is nothing that
will prepare us for the Kingdom of God to be both king and priest like
following, with all of our being, Leviticus 1:1-13, and what that burnt
offering means. Jesus did it. Jesus was a whole burnt offering to God.

L eviticus 1:1-13 And the Lord called unto Moses, and spake unto
him out of the tabernacle of the congregation, saying, Speak unto
the children of Israel, and say unto them, If any man of you bring
an offering unto the Lord, you shall bring your offering of the
cattle, even of the herd, and of the flock. If his offering be a burnt
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sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male without blemish: he shall
offer it of his own voluntary will at the door of the tabernacle of the
congregation before the Lord. And he shall put his hand upon the
head of the burnt offering: and it shall be accepted for him to make
atonement for him. And he shall kill the bullock before the Lord:
and the priests, Aaron's sons, shall bring the blood and sprinkle the
blood round about upon the altar that is by the door of the
tabernacle of the congregation. And he shall flay the burnt offering,
and cut it into his pieces. And the sons of Aaron the priest shall put
fire upon the altar, and lay the wood in order upon the fire: And the
priests, Aaron's sons, shall lay the parts, the head, and the fat, in
order upon the wood that is on the fire which is upon the atar: But
his inwards and hislegs shall he wash in water: and the priest shall
burn al on the altar, to be a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by
fire, of asweet savour unto the Lord. And if his offering be of the
flocks, namely of the sheep or of the goats, for aburnt sacrifice, he
shall bring it amale without blemish. And he shall kill it on the
side of the altar northward before the Lord: and the priests, Aaron's
sons, shall sprinkle his blood round about upon the altar. And he
shall cut it into his pieces, with his head and his fat: and the priest
shall lay them in order on the wood that is on the fire which is upon
the altar: But he shall wash the inwards and the legs with water:
and the priest shall bring it al, and burn it upon the altar: itisa
burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the
Lord.

Turn now to Romans 12, and we will conclude here.

Romans 12:1 | beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of

God, that you present your bodies aliving sacrifice, holy,

acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable [or spiritual] service.
| am going to change one phrase in that sentence. What | am going to change
Isnot un-scriptural. It is an alternative to tranglating it. That sentence can be
trandated as. "Present your bodies, living, holy, and acceptable before God."

Most of usthink of using "sacrifice" to obtain mercy, but you see, the apostle
Paul, thinking of it in terms of faith and as a practical act in one's life, sees
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sacrifice as the proper response of a converted person. That iswhat a priest
does. A New Testament priest offers himself, and that is what prepares him
to be apriest in the World Tomorrow. In doing that, we will be following the
example of Jesus, who was the whole burnt offering . Hislifewaslived
entirely given in obedience to God.

Jesus Christ had the power to give His life, or to take Hislife. He chose to
giveitin order to be within the will of His Father in heaven. He gave the
entirety of it. He gaveit in death. We may not be required to give it in death,
but while we are living we are required to give it as a sacrifice—aliving,
holy [like God], clean, pure, righteous sacrifice that is acceptable. Thisis
especialy significant in terms of where this verse appears.

Up until this point Paul has spent the entire letter of Romans explaining
doctrinal matters of exceeding importance. In the book of Romans are the
foundational doctrines of the church of God, beginning with faith,
justification by grace, going on to baptism, going on to obedience, the receipt
of God's Holy Spirit, and then he spends three chapters explaining the place
of Israel and how important it isto God's purpose, and how God is working
out His purpose through Israel, and how He is grafting the Gentilesinto

| srael—how that they have to become an Israelite in order to be in the
Kingdom of God.

When Paul getsto the end of all of the doctrines, the crowning statement he
givesisthat because we know this, because we understand it, we have to
present our bodies a sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God. He says that is our
reasonable service, and that in the light of all of thisteaching, thisiswhat
God expects.

The Savior did it, and if we are going to be kings and priests with Him, and
If we are going to be prepared to be with Him, it is going to be because we
will do what He did, at our level and of our ability to do it. This does not
mean that we are going to do it perfectly. But maybe within the framework
of the gifts we have received, and the amount of God's Spirit, and everything
considered, it will be perfect in terms of what God can expect of us, and so
thisisintensely practical. It is not theoretical in any way.
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God expects us to turn the knowledge He has given to us into practical,
ethical application on the job, in our marriage, in our relationships with our
neighbor, in the way we do everything, and in our attitudes. Undergirding all
of thisisthat we sacrifice our lifein a"living" sacrifice, because we believe
what He has taught us.
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