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There was atime for us when if we had any thoughts at all about the
resurrection of the dead, they were vague at best. At that time we probably
also believed in the immortality of the soul and we may have even gone so
far asto wonder if there was any connection between the immortality of the
soul and the need for aresurrection. If we were aready immortal, why have
aresurrection, what purpose would it serve? But, as time went on, we had
revealed to us either through Herbert W. Armstrong or some other source,
that the Bible does not teach the immortality of the soul. Then, if we were
thinking at all about the resurrection, the need of the resurrection became
much more vital and | am sure that we began to pay a great deal more
attention to that doctrine.

The resurrection of the dead is one of the most vital subjectsin our Christian
lives. | do not want it to ever be treated with an attitude very similar to what
we might have had toward the immortality of the soul—something that we
just take for granted.

The reason for why it is so important might be put off by saying, "Well,
we're going to die and need to be resurrected.” But there is agreat deal more
about the resurrection, agreat deal more about being resurrected in Christ,
than merely living again. Y ou are aware that people have been brought back
to life—in Old Testament times there are records of people being brought
back to life—but there is something different, a major thing that is different
about the resurrection asit is presented to usin the New Testament.

One of the reasons that the Feast of Tabernaclesis so enjoyable is because of
its relative immediacy. We can all get together, we can have agood time
fellowshipping at a distant location and then the very next oneis, at the most,
only ayear away and we can go through it again. Now there is nothing
wrong with that, indeed, God wants us to have it and to enjoy it and to ook
forward to it, but Trumpetsis the holy day that involves the real hope of a
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Christian and its fulfillment is something that we know by faith. We know
that fulfillment isfairly near now. Infact, it is the next major step in God's
plan. But we do not know exactly when and because of that thereisa
tendency that even though we believe it, we put it in the background, sort of
on the back burner, in the conduct of carrying out the daily routines of our
life.

The fulfillment of the Day of Trumpets and what it means to us is something
that excites us, but at the same time, something that is rather distant. But we
cannot allow this to happen and the reason is because all the hopes of
Christianity revolve around this day. Even the celebration, the placing of this
day, by God, points this out. There are seven holy days; Trumpetsisthe
fourth one, it isright in the middle, it islike the axle on which everything
revolves and without the fulfillment of the events of the Day of Trumpets,
then God's purpose is not going to come to fruition. So, it isimportant that
we understand what the resurrection is about, so that our hope can be correct.

| Corinthians 15:19 If in thislife only we have hopein Christ, we
are of all men the most pitiable.

| am going to change one word and incidentally thisislegal, it is allowable.
Theword "in," "for if inthislife." The reason | am changing it is not because
"INn" isless correct, because "in" is the correct trandlation. | am going to
change it to another preposition, simply because of English grammar use
today. It will have alittle bit more effectivenessto it. | am going to change it
to the word "for." There are two things we can learn from this verse. He

says, "Our hopein Christ isnot just for thislife" that is, it does not just
pertain to thislife, or it does not just apply to thislife. That tells us that, for
the Christian, thereis ahope for thislife.

Y ou can begin to see that being in Christ involves things that pertain or are
for thislife, but also for another life aswell. The major point of Paul's
argument in the entire chapter is that the major hope in Christ lies beyond the
grave. Let us understand that God intends that those who are in Christ, those
who are Christians, those who have the Spirit of God should receive some
benefit for that right now, but yet he also wants us to understand that it is not
the major reason for our calling. The major reason for our calling is not right
now, it isin the future. It is mostly for the future.
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In addition to this, Paul wrote thisin the perfect tense. The perfect tense
indicates an action that began in the indefinite past and is continuing in the
present and therefore it should read, "If for in thislife we only have been
hoping." "Hoping" is a continuous active part of our life, it isnot something
that we just do at the Feast of Tabernacles but rather God intends that we
hope every day in the resurrection of the dead and all that it represents. This
Is so important because Paul is saying that our lives revolve in this hope that
we have in Christ, both now and for the future. It isintended by God to be a
constant factor as to why we do what we do. If there is no resurrection, he
says, why are we doing what we do? We are of all men most pitiable.

The resurrection is exceedingly important. Also implied in this chapter is
that unbelievers do not have this hope. Please get this! Unbelievers do not
have this hope and as a result of that they conduct their lives differently, that
IS, mostly out of their hopes in this material world—everything they can get
out of it. Their hope isin thisworld and therefore they love it. Remember
what John said, "Love not thisworld" he said, "thisworld is passing away."

The unbelievers hopes are in thisworld and that is why they love the world.
What we love, we give our attention to. So what Paul is saying, without
saying it directly, isthat what a person hopes to get, what he hopesto
achieve, or what he hopesto have, iswhat is going to determine what a
person does with hislife. That ought to lead to some interesting thinking.

L et us continue to chase this out alittle bit so we can establish how
important this hopeisto us.

Proverbs 29:18 Where there is no revelation, the people cast off
restraint; but happy is he who keeps the law.

The King James Version said, "Where there is no vision, the people perish."

| do not want to perish. | do not know about you, but | think you are here
because you do not want to perish either. There has to be avision, there has
to be arevelation. If the revelation or the vision is not there, what do people
do? They cast off restraint. In other words, it is the vision, the revelation of
God that makes a person walk a certain path. If it were not for that revelation
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or that vision, then what would happen? At the very least we would more or
less passively wander off the path.

The Living Bible trandates it, "Where there is no revelation, the people run
wild!" It puts alittle bit more active and harsher interpretation of it and
maybe that paraphrase is actually more descriptive of what is happening in
thisworld. If people do not have the vision of what God is going to
accomplish through the resurrection of the dead, what do they do? They cast
off restraint, they run wild, they do whatever comes to their mind, whatever
hope, whatever desire, whatever longing comes into their mind, that is what
they do. Does that make them stick to the straight and narrow path that leads
to the Kingdom of God? Of course not, they are constantly going off the true
direction, off the path.

| want life to be meaningful and so this subject isreally amajor part of the
guestion of what is the purpose of life, or as Mr. Armstrong put it, "Why
were you born?' Y ou were born to attain to the resurrection of the dead.

Romans 8:24 For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen
Is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees?

It isfairly easy to understand that once you have what it is that you desire,
you no longer have to hope for it. It is a hope fulfilled, so you do not need
that longing or desire for it any longer. We do not have what we are hoping
for initsfullness. We have the vision of it, that vision may not be very clear,
but thereisavision of it, thereis belief init, but | want you to mainly focus
in on how important Paul saysthisis. We are saved by it. | thought we were
saved by grace through faith. Yeswe are!

That is ultimately how salvation comes, but God is not merely trying to save
us. That is the easy part. The more difficult part is to achieve the fullness of
His purpose for each one of us and that is for usto be created in Hisimage
and in order for that to occur, it requires our cooperation. We will not
cooperate unless we are hoping in the right thing. If we are not hoping in
what God hopes we hope for, we are going to go in adifferent direction
because if the vision is not there, we are going to go off the path, so having
the right hope is absolutely essential.
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Romans 8:25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly
wait for it with perseverance.

Hope is so important because it plays a major role in salvation. It does so
because hope is a powerful motivator. What we love, we pay attention to and
If we hope to get something from what we love, it is going to motivate us to
go in that direction. Hope influences us to either take or to not take certain
actions, depending upon what it is that is hoped for. Now if we hope for
something, we will generally do all that we can to make sure that what we
hope for happens the way that we hope for. If we hope something does not
happen, we generally do what we can to see that what we do not want to
happen does not happen. It motivates us to go in a certain direction and to do
certain things.

What if we hope for something that is beyond our immediate control? | know
what you will do, you will still pray that what we hope for will happen or not
happen. If there is nothing that we can do, we will still pray. That is how
powerful hopeis. It will make us do things even though we are not
consciously thinking, but it will bend usin a certain direction because that
hope is there. At the very least, we will at least wish, even if we do not pray,
we will wish and we will fret and we will worry, until something is resolved.
Y ou see, our hopes, whether we are conscious of it or not, are constantly
playing on our mind, they are there and they are working.

Hopeisusually defined as alonging, or adesire, or an expectation of
fulfillment. It can be passive or it can be intense, it can be for evil or it can
be for good. The important thing is that we have the right hope because the
Bible says, that along with faith and love, it is one of the three timeless and
enduring eternal values. Think about that. There will never beatimein
eternity when hope is not on your mind! Think about that! Thisisimportant.

| Corinthians 13:12-13 For now we see in amirror, dimly, but
then face to face. Now | know in part, but then | shall know just as
| also am known. And now [that means in conclusion] abide [abide
means "live"; it means "remain”; it means "endure in something
that lasts'] faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of theseis
love.
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What Paul sees here isthese three standing as a unity, they are linked
together as one and yet standing apart and above anything else in Christian
life. These three are absolutely essential in the Kingdom of God—faith,
hope, and love. We are always going to have to trust God, we are going to be
loving, and now we are learning that hope is going to be one of those eternal
things aswell.

Faith, hope, and love—these three are preeminent and they are absol utely
essential. They are abiding realitiesto afull and abundant life. Why is hope
so important? Because it is going to tend to move a person in the direction of
the fulfillment of his hopes. Thereis that expectation, there isthat desire,
thereisthat longing, and | think that you can seein thislife that so often,
those hopes, those desires, those longings have to be held in check. Will it
not be wonderful in the World Tomorrow, in the Kingdom of God, when
every one of those hopes will be good, pure, generous, and kind? But hope
will still be afactor in seeing those things fulfilled.

| Peter 1:1-3 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the pilgrims of
the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,
elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in
sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the
blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace be multiplied.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to aliving
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

| think most of us understand that hope is the major themein | Peter and it
was written by Peter to strengthen the feeble knees, asit is put in the book of
Hebrews, of his brothers and sistersin Christ who were buckling under the
weight of their Christian burdens, whatever they happened to be. So, right at
the very beginning of this very strong exhortation, he reminds them of their
hope.

Reflecting back on | Corinthians 13:13, Paul said that, "Love isthe greatest."
Faith, though, is primary, faith precedes the others, but it does not remain the
most important. Faith is the foundation that the other two operate on. Itis
hope, as we would say today, "that makes the other two fly" it gives impetus
to them. We can believe something, but if we do not hope init, we will do
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nothing. We can believe that love is the right thing to do but we will never
take action on it unless we hope, unless we have the expectation of the
fulfillment of whatever it isthat we love.

Hope can move us along with intensity and enthusiasm to see how all the
knowledge we pick up can be acted upon and fulfilled to its greatest
capacity, depending upon how powerful that hopeis. Thefirst thing to note
here is that this hope did not come to us because of our merit; it was
something that was given to us. It was not owed to us; it came as a gift. We
did not ask for it and we could not ask for it because we did not even know
what to ask for. Thisisimportant to seein light of this welfare mentality that
| mention every oncein awhile. Thiswelfare mentality is a mindset that has
been hammered into our minds by Satan from the time that we are born.

Governmental systemslike socialism are evolved or devolved out of this
mindset, but it began with Satan the Devil. What this mindset tells others and
usisthat we are owed things, people owe us things, God owes us things,
governments owe us things. This does terrible things to our attitude toward
God and our parents and government. It does terrible things to our approach
to other people. It makes us seem far more important than we really are. It
makes us neglect our duties and responsibilities and we ook for government
or for God to do everything. It perverts our hopes by destroying initiative
and the inclination to serve.

God called us with purpose in mind and eventually that purpose is going to
be to serve Him and all of mankind, full-time. But we have to be motivated
and if our hope is always that somebody else will do it, somebody else will
take care of it, somebody else will take care of me, initiative and
responsibility are devastated. God has given us the capacity to hope to
motivate us to do things on our own, to have the initiative to step out and so
God, in His mercy, gave us aliving hope. Even as we have no control over
our begettal in our mother's womb, we had no part in this either. It was
entirely a creative act on the Father's part to start us on the road toward a
new creation, a creation He has purposed from the very beginning. Now this
Isaliving hope, as contrasted to dead ones.

Now what is'dead' in the biblical sense? Remember Jesus said, "L et the dead
bury the dead." Those dead people were alive but they were unconverted.
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They did not have the Spirit of God, and so they were dead. God has given
us aliving hope and what He means by thisistwo things. First of al, He
wants us to understand that this hope, which isreally an attribute of His
mind, is an attribute of Him, an attribute of His Spirit. If you think that God
does not have hope, reread Romans 8, where it says that, "He subjected the
earth to vanity in hope." God hopes that His subjection of earth to vanity is
going to produce the right things. So, God hopes as well and thishopeisa
gift of His Spirit that has come to us and it is energized with the energy of
God. Itisliving and He intends that it be flowing in the right direction and if
itisliving, unlike that which is dead, it will produce!

Do you recall what is saysin Psalm 146:3? God said to, "put not your trust in
princes." He says, "their breath goes forth and that very day, their thoughts
perish." (verse 4, KJV) The dead not only cannot think but they also do
nothing, they cannot work. God has given us a hope that isliving, it is
energized, flowing from the very God of creation and it is a hope that will
produce the right works, it will motivate to the right works. This hope
remains, it abides, and it is eternal, contrasted to the hopes of the dead in this
world, because of what is happening to it.

John said, "The world passes away." (I John 2:17) It isinteresting that the
world even uses the euphemism "passes away" for death. We can live alife
of hope that enables us to have an entirely different approach to God, to
government, to other people, to our mates, to our fellow workers, to
everybody and to everything. Because of this hope, what the world calls "our
world view" is shaped. | will tell you, it is so important, now He also says
that this hope receives its support from the resurrection of Christ.

Are you aware that nobody was resurrected until Christ was resurrected? The
Bibleisvery clear, it is one of those little things that we will pass over unless
somebody either tells us or we have to be very carefully looking at the
scriptures or we are at least reading a Bible that is worthwhile. Some of these
new Bibles change words around that are not there in the Hebrew and the
Greek. No, in the Old Testament and up until the time of Christ, people were
raised from the dead, or their breath came back into them or they had life
again. But nobody was ever said to be resurrected until Christ was
resurrected.
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God puts alittle different twist because He wants to draw your attention to
the resurrection, not merely coming to life. Thereis a big difference between
the two. Nobody was resurrected until Christ was resurrected. Other people
were raised from the dead but God does not refer to them as being
resurrected. They rose, they came to life, but they were not resurrected!
Now, because Christ was resurrected, he says right herein verse 4:

| Peter 1:4 To an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that
does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you.

We can look forward then to an inheritance that isimperishable, it is
incorruptible, it isundefiled, it is absolutely reserved in heaven for us. Now
those words, | am sure, were very carefully chosen because the tendency is
to think of inheritances in terms of things that are worldly, especially a Jew,
who would be mindful of the promises that were made to Abraham and the
inheritance of the Land of Promise.

What is the contrast? Think of Israel's history in the Land of Promise. It did
not turn out too well, did it? Was it corruptible? Yes, it was. Was it even
taken away from them? Yes, it was. Was it undefiled? Oh no, it was not
undefiled, plenty of filthy things going on there as well. They were even
booted out so it was not even reserved for them. So the contrast is made that
what we are to hope for is the exact opposite of this because oursis
imperishable, incorruptible, undefiled, and absolutely reserved. What is it
that we really hope for in life? | want you to answer this question yourself.
What isit that you really hope for out of life? Think of thislife now. Forget
about the resurrection of the dead for a moment.

My answer to you is going to have to do with the resurrection of the dead. |
think if | took a survey, | would probably get alot of different answers, they
would be quite varied depending upon what a person hopes for out of this
life. I am not going to say that those things that you would respond would be
wrong, but I am looking not so much for specific answersin this case, but
rather a summary answer. | will tell you what | think it is.

What we would al like to have is a quality life. We might have some what

different definitions of what a quality lifeis, but how would you like to live
by God's definition of what a quality lifeis? | have just told you what our
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hopeis, itisto live life the way God does, at His quality, at His level. Make
sure that isinscribed into your mind because it has very much to do with
how our life is going to be conducted now!

Do you remember the question that is asked, all the way back in the book of
Ezekiel in chapter 337 God Himself asked the question, "How should we
then live?' and He answers it Himself. He says, "As| live," saiththe Lord. Is
man living the way God is? That is almost a dumb question. What is it that
got ruined when Adam and Eve sinned? What got ruined was the kind of life
that God created Adam and Eve for. He created them in His image and
expected them to live the way He lives. What did Satan do? He interrupted
the process right at the very beginning. It did not take much—all he had to
do was induce them to sin and immediately they were not living the way
God lives. And because they were not living the way God lives they could
not take advantage of the beautiful creation that God made for them. Instead
they began to treat the creation the way they treated each other and
themselves, by sinning.

Think of the grandest moments that you have ever had in life and you wish
life could continue in that vein. Boy, if it could only be like this all the time.
It iscoming! But before it can come to you and me, we have to begin to
demonstrate to God that we will live that way. Otherwise, that hope will
never be attained to. That iswhat Christianity is all about, putting into
practice the way God lives, so that we can live it forever, and not only we
can liveit forever, everybody is living the same way. That is awesome! Do
you not hope that everybody can live that way, or isit just something that
you hope for yourself? That is limiting that hope!

Philippians 3:8-16 Y et indeed | also count all things loss for the
excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom |
have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that
| may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having my own
righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through
faith in Chrigt, the righteousness which is from God by faith; that |
may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, if, by
any means, | may attain to the resurrection from the dead.
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Not that | have aready attained, or am already perfected; but |
press on, that | may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also
laid hold of me. [for the resurrection] Brethren, | do not count
myself to have apprehended; but one thing | do, forgetting those
things, which are behind, and reaching forward to those things
which are ahead, | press toward the goal [the resurrection] for the
prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. [summary
statement] Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind;
and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even thisto
you. Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let
uswalk [let uslive] by the samerule; let us be of the same mind.

Y ou ought to be able to see that this series of verses makes attaining the
resurrection of the dead as the first priority in life. Paul says from his own
experience that, "Everything elseis rubbish" by comparison. It is not merely
being raised to life that is of super-importance because as we have already
seen, others have been raised to life from the dead before. What is important
iIsthe kind of life that lies beyond being raised to life, but we cannot have
that quality of life except by means of the resurrection Jesus went through
and Paul writesit of such apriority right now.

We are going to look at something here that is very important to Christianity.
Paul says, "That | may be found in Him," it means"in union with." In the
Bible's descriptive language, it portrays actually being inside of, in, that is
what the word "in" means.

Paul, as an outgrowth of thiswrote, in | Corinthians 12, where he used the
Illustration of us being the body of Christ. Some people are eyes, some
people are ears, but we are all in Christ, we are in union with Him. In
Ephesians 1 and 2, he talks about Christ being the Head of that body, He
does the thinking for it and directs the rest of the body, part of whichison
the inside of Him. His Body is a unity, we are in Christ, and we are in union
with Him. This union, this fellowship, is so tightly knit, that virtually
everything that we experience in Christianity is viewed in the Bible as being
experienced with Christ. Heisright there, it isaunion that is so tight, so
close, so warm, so loving, so concerned, it leads to marriage. That is a pretty
tight relationship. Verse 10 is a key to understanding this.
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Philippians 3:10 That | may know Him and the power of His
resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed
to His death.

It isimportant because it shows Paul's desire to know Christ and the power
of Hisresurrection. Here in John 17 is a Bible definition. Bible definitions
are always so simply pui.

John 17:3 And thisis eternal life, that they may know Y ou, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom Y ou have sent.

What did Paul just say?"That | may know Him." We all understand that this
word "know" in the Bible means to be intimate with. It even has sexua
undertones or overtones to it, depending on the context in which it appears.
The word connotes an intimacy that is so close that it actually goesto the
sexual union.

When you know somebody like that, you really know them, or you should.
Are you beginning to get adrift asto why thisis so important to our life now
and to the resurrection? Paul's desire is to continue and to increase his
fellowship with Christ, afellowship that has already begun and to have the
power of the resurrected Christ operating fully in hislife. What Paul is
expressing in verse 10, in alittle bit more dynamic verbiage is, "l want to be
like Him! | want to be just like Him! | will do anything! | have already given
up everything else," heis saying. "It is rubbish compared to being like Him,
in al of His power and glory that He has now and to be ableto live like He
lives."

Paul expresses that "desire to be like Him" so intensely that heiswilling to
share Christ's suffering, all the way to death, if it will make him like Him. He
iIswilling to go through anything! He will do whatever it takes to be like
Christ, so that he can continue to live as His companion, in whatever
capacity Christ assigns him to in the Kingdom of God. Paul wantsto be so
identified with Christ, so much in Hisimage, it is asthough hislife
disappears in death, only to be resurrected in Christ.

Here is where we come back in the picture. This"being in Christ" has two
aspectsto it: the oneisthe legal one, which is something that is imputed by
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God, on the basis of our faith in Christ. So legally, He putsusin Him. It is
imputed.

The second aspect, though—we will call it the practical or the experiential—
IS the aspect in which faith is expressed by the believer in the way that he
lives. In other words, he lives the way he does because Christ isin him and
heisin Christ. That faith isidedlistic, it is perfectionist in its desire to be like
Christ, so asto gain afull understanding of Him, to know Him by sharing
experiences with Him, to be so wrapped up in Him, it is though Christ was
all the world to the Christian.

What is the result? It isto know Christ, and to know Christ is eternd life! If
you know Christ, you know the Father too. Y ou know Them because you are
living the same way They do. Not in its fullness, but we have started down
the path. The amount we grow is very largely going to depend upon how
sharply etched that hope of "being like Them" isin our minds.

Let us carry thisalittle further in Romans 6. We will clarify how the Bible
shows this principle, over and over again, of being "in Christ." We arein
Christ so that we come to know Christ and we are sharing our experiencesin
life with Him.

Romans 6:1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that
grace may abound?

Listen to this answer.

Romans 6:2-3 Certainly not! How shall wewho died to sinlive
any longer init? Or do you not know that as many of us aswere
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?

Do you see what is behind the scene here? He is saying, "How can you
involve Christ in your sins?' You arein Him! To somebody who is alittle
bit less mystical, that does not make any sense at all, but what | am talking
about here is something that the Christian knows, by faith—that heisin
Christ and Christ isin him. We are sharing life together and the purpose for
sharing life together is so we come to know Christ, so we can bein that
resurrection and share life with Him for all eternity and life with all those
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others who are living the same way. Does not Christ say to Hisdisciplesin
John 16, "the Father and | will come and make Our abode in you"? Sure He
did. Thisiswhat Heis talking about; thisisthe reason for it. So that welive
like They do. How can we continue in sin, if we are dead to sin?

Romans 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man was crucified with
Him.

What Paul is saying, it is as though we are experiencing it together. Did he
not say in Galatians 2:20, "I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer |
who live, but Christ livesin me"? This identification that the Bible makes
between us and Christ is so close.

Romans 6:8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall
aso live with Him.

We are going to be raised with Him as well. Paul repeats the statement in ||
Timothy 2:11.

Romans 6:4 Therefore we were buried with Him.

He repeats thisin Colossians 2:12-13, so we are raised with Him, we are
buried with Him.

Romans 8:17 And if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint
heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also
be glorified together.

We suffer with Him, we are heirs with Him, and we are going to be glorified
with Him.,

Revelation 20:4 And | saw thrones, and they sat on them, and
judgment was committed to them. Then | saw the souls of those
who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word
of God, who had not worshiped the beast or hisimage, and had not
received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they
lived and reigned with Christ for athousand years.
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We are going to live and reign with Him!

Revelation 19:7-8 "Let us be glad and rgjoice and give Him glory,
for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made
herself ready." And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen,
clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.

We are going to be married to Him, which is pretty close association. Do you
not think that Christ wants His bride to be living the way He does? Certainly
He does.

| John 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet
been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when Heis
revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.

So we are going to be like Him! The process of identification with Christ has
begun and is not yet complete, but it is moving in that direction and it is our
responsibility to do what we can to submit to God, so we are living like God.

Psalm 16:1-5 Preserve me, O God, for in You | put my trust. O my
soul, you have said to the Lord, "Y ou are my Lord, My goodnessis
nothing apart from Y ou." Asfor the saints who are on the earth,
"They are the excellent ones, in whom isall my delight." Their
sorrows shall be multiplied who hasten after another god; their
drink offerings of blood I will not offer, nor take up their names on
my lips. O Lord, You are the portion of my inheritance and my
cup; . . .

Cup usually meanstrial. David is showing God on both sides here. For good
and bad, God is our inheritance, but He is also with him through these trials.

Psalm 16:5-11. .. You maintain my lot. The lines have fallento
me in pleasant places; yes, | have a good inheritance. | will bless
the Lord who has given me counsel; my heart also instructs mein
the night seasons. | have set the Lord always before me; because
Heisat my right hand | shall not be moved. Therefore my heart is
glad, and my glory rejoices; my flesh also will rest in hope. For
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Y ou will not leave my soul in Sheol, nor will You allow Y our Holy
One to see corruption. You will show me the path of life
[Remember, without vision the people perish, they go off the
path.]; in Y our presenceis fullness of joy; at Your right hand are
pleasures forevermore.

The hope of a Christian is not merely to be resurrected; it is to be resurrected
In order to continue arelationship in and with a Family. It isto continue a
relationship that has the Father and the Son as its focus, but isin no way
limited to Them. Again, think of the greatest joys that you have had in life. Is
It not in being in the presence of and doing the things of life, conversing,
planning, working, building, meeting challenges, entertaining, laughing,
playing, eating, with those we love and with those who love us? Is life not
enjoyable then?

God has shown us the path of life and it too isaliving path, because the one
walking that way is already on that path, and they will have the resurrection
into the Family of God before them. That path |eads them without a break
into the presence of God to continue the fellowship with eternal life added.
That iswhy all of the spiritual, moral, and ethical commands, all the counsel
and exhortations that are given in God's Word are given to show us how to
stay on the path that leads to His presence, so that we can live in away that
will mold usinto Hisimage. In Psalm 17, David concludes.

Psalm 17:15 Asfor me, | will see Y our face in righteousness, |
shall be satisfied when | awake in Y our likeness.

To have Hislikenessis not just to be spirit like He is, but also to be like Him
in quality of life. If we are that way, then the relationship with Him and His
sons will continue for all eternity. That isthe Christian hope!

L et us conclude in Ecclesiastes 3. Thisisthe chapter that has thereisatime
for thisand atime for that and it gets a person thinking about time and when
we schedule things and how we prioritize things.

Ecclesiastes 3:9-11 What profit has the worker from that in which
he labors? | have seen the God-given task with which the sons of
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men are to be occupied. He has made everything beautiful inits
time.

Think about this—

Ecclesiastes 3:11 Also He has put eternity in their hearts, except
that no one can find out the work that God does from beginning to
end.

God has endowed us with the sense of the future, with a sense of time, with a
wondering about what goes on beyond the grave: Istherereally agrave, is
therereally alife there, do we have immortality, isthislife al that thereis?
He has endowed man to think about this. But unfortunately, as Solomon
says, nobody can figure out what He is doing. Without vision the people
perish, without the revelation people cast off restraint, they go off the path.

So when it says, "they do not know what He is doing from the beginning" it
does not mean what He is doing in His creative physical acts, but of the
purpose of life. That has been revealed to us, so that we might have before us
the same hope that God has before us, that we might share all eternity with
Him and live in the way that He does. And if we do, if we have caught the
vision and see what the resurrection is, the resurrection of and by itself, is
merely the threshold through which we step in order to continue at al of its
fulfillment, the kind of life that God has already introduced to us that we
have begun to put into practice and that we will be able to continue as His
companion, as His children for all eternity. That iswhat the resurrection
represents!
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