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It is not too hard for me to make a judgment as to what is the most common
sin. What would be your choice of what the most common sinis? To meitis
idolatry, and | offer you as evidence that five commandments bear directly
onthe sin of idolatry. That is, the first, second, third, fourth, and also the
tenth commandment as well. | think that the other commandments can be
brought into thisin the spirit of the way that they are to used and applied.

| want to focus on acommandment today that | feel is generally not
understood by many of us. Those of us who do understand it, generally
understand it only in its most obvious application. This is the commandment
that deals with the quality of worship.

The first commandment deals with what we worship. We worship the great,
awesome, Creator God who, in al of His majesty, rules as the Sovereign
over His creation. The second commandment deals with the way that we
worship. That is, we are not to worship by bowing down to something man
has made (or even that God has made). We are to worship in spirit and in
truth.

The third commandment has to do with the quality of worship. It hasto do
with glorifying God!

We are going to begin this sermon in Isaiah 40, and go through a number of
verses here. First of all, just so that you see who this section is addressed to,
inverse 9 it says.

| saiah 40:9 O Zion [which is the church], you who bring good
tidings, get up into the high mountains; O Jerusalem, you who
bring good tidings, lift up your voice with strength, lift it up, be not
afraid; say to the cities of Judah, "Behold your God!"
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Then comes a section that deals with a set of contrasts between this God and
other gods which people were worshipping. Also a series of questions are
asked in order to stimulate our thinking in regard to the God we worship—
and being able to see Him in some of His magjesty. We get down to verse 18,
and the question is asked:

| saiah 40:18 To whom then will you liken God? Or what likeness
will you compare to Him?

Have you thought about that lately? " To whom then will you liken God?"
What is He like, to you? Then comes another series of expressionsin regard
to men who make idols. They go out, they cut down atree, they carve an
Image out, and then they bow down to that thing. It cannot even speak. It
does not think. It does not have any kind of life within it. Then, downin
verse 25, He repeats the same question:

| saiah 40:25-26 "To whom then will you liken Me, or to whom
shall | be equal?' saysthe Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high, and
see who has created these things, who brings out their host by
number; He calls them all by name, by the greatness of His might
and the strength of His power; not one is missing.

| think that it is obvious, from the second commandment, that God expressly
forbids the making of any representation of Him. God is unique. Thereis
nothing to compare Him with. There is no point of contact—no physical
reference—to whom He can be compared, and that ought to show you and
me the folly of making an idol (that is, of image-making).

But should we try to understand, try to learn, what God is like? God does not
want us to be concerned about what He looks like. Hetells us, in agenera
way, that we are made in Hisimage; and that is enough. We might say that,
generally, He looks like a man. And any time we might delve into something
regarding what He looks like, we, being human, are going to begin to focus
in on the wrong area. That iswhy He has hidden His form and shape. He
does not want us to focus in on those things at all. He wants usto focusin on
other aspects of what Heis.
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Does He want us to know what He islike? Well, the answer to that is
absolutely, "Yes." The entire Bibleisarevelation of Hismind, of His
character, of His attributes, of His offices, of His power, of Hiswill, of His
promises, of His plan, and of His relationship with us. And it is these items
that the third commandment is concerned about.

L et us go back to Exodus 20, where the commandment is written there for
you and me.

Exodus 20:7 "Y ou shall not take the name of the Lord your God in
vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes His name
invan."

This commandment, like the second, has a warning connected to it.
"Guiltless," God says. Sometimes | think that God deliberately understates,
as a subtle form of emphasis that ultimately—upon meditation—magnifies
its meaning. Brethren, the penalty is death! "Guiltless' sounds soft, but the
penalty for breaking the third commandment is the same as breaking all the
others. It is death!

There are four words here that | feel need to be defined as to their usage. The
first of theseis"take." The second is"vain." Thethird is"guiltless." And the
fourth is"name."

The first—take . Would you believe that—throughout the Bible—there are
seventy-four different Hebrew words that are translated into the one English
word "take"? But this one (that is used here) means, "to lift up, to bear, to
carry, to use, or to appropriate." So, let us put that back into this
commandment. "Y ou shall not lift up, bear, carry, use, or appropriate the
name of the Lord your God."

How about the word vain? The root word has a sense to it that implies
"desolating." It isthat which islacking in redlity, in worth, value, or truth.
Thus, it istrandlated in the Bible as lying, false, worthless, profane, foolish,
reproachful, cursed, blasphemed, without purpose, useless—in addition to
"vain" or "vanity." "Y ou shall not take, you shall not use, you shall not bear,
you shall not appropriate, you shall not lift up the name of the Lord your
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God in alying, false, profane, foolish, reproachful, curseful, blasphemous,
useless way."

Now, guiltless. Thisoneis very interesting. It does not have many English
synonyms. It meansto be free. It means to be clear—implying clear of guilt.
It means innocent. It means to be clean—either inside or out. It meansto be
blameless. It means to be unpunished. So, "Y ou shall not bear, lift up,
appropriate, use, or carry the name of God in vain—that isin a useless,
purposel ess, blasphemous, reproachful, curseful, lying, false, vain way. For
the Lord will not hold clean, or blameless, or innocent”" someone who does
that.

Now the word, name. We are going to expound on it alittle bit morein
depth. The root here denotes something that is high, elevated (as a
monument). It implies majesty and excellence. It isamark, or asign,
standing out the way a billboard does on a highway, or a neon sign does
along theroad. It isamark, or asign, standing out. It isaword by which a
person, place, or thing is distinctively known. A name signifies, identifies—
It specifies.

This commandment has nothing at all to do with proper pronunciation. The
Jews got into a superstitious mode in saying that one should not pronounce
the ineffable name of God. It has nothing at all to do with that! The
application is much broader, and deeper, than that.

In biblical thought, a name is not a mere label of identification. It isan
expression of the nature of its bearer. Indeed, there are some commentators
who say that the Hebrews thought that a name had alife of its own—an
existence of its own.

What | just said—that a name is an expression of the nature of its bearer—is
something that you and | commonly use in the English language as well. All

| have to do is say to you a name—Ilet us say Jerry Lewis. Immediately, more
than just a name comes into your mind. Y ou begin to see a shape and aform.
Y ou begin to see a personality. Y ou begin to see facets of that personality—
good, bad, ugly, tall, short, thin, fat. We begin, maybe, to recall eventsin this
person's life. Can they be trusted? Do they have integrity? Are they someone
whoisaliar?
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And on and on it goes. Color of hair. Are they bald? Do they have alot of
hair? The kind of clothing that they wear. The shoes that they wear, and the
way that they walk. Instantaneously, facets of that personality begin to come
into your mind. Friend or foe? Fear? Are they someone that you love and
carefor? Or, isit someone that you would rather not see very much of ?

Now Adam, in all probability, named the beasts that God had pass before
him by observations on their nature. Hence, by extension of that principle, to
know the name of God isto know God as He has revealed Himself. That is,
to know His nature—even as you would know someone whose name with
which you were familiar. For example, Jacob means supplanter, and twice
Jacob supplanted his brother Esau. And it is remarked in the Bible that Esau
said, "These two times has Jacob supplanted me. [That is, in terms of the
birthright and in terms of the blessing.] Is he not rightly named Jacob?' Y ou
see the name "supplanter” fitted his personality.

Again, in another place, when Abigail was appealing Nabal's case before
David. Naba means "fool" or "folly." And she said, "Ashisnameis, sois
he. Nabal is his name, and folly iswith him." Thus the Bible shows
something that is very interesting, and maybe ought to jog something in your
mind in regard to naming your children. The Bible shows that a name
exercises constraint upon a person to conform to the nature of the name.
Very interesting proposition.

Again, in terms of name in Hebrew thought, "name" isinextricably bound
with existence. Nothing exists unlessit has aname. That is, the very essence
(of what thisthing, or being, or person is) is concentrated in its name. Hence
we see in the book of Genesis that, in Hebrew thought, the creation was not
completed until Adam named the beasts. The opposite hand of thisisthat, on
occasion, the Bible says, "I will cut off his name from Isragl." That isthe
Hebrew way of saying that this person is no longer going to exist.

Y ou begin to collect thoughts like this from the Old Testament and you
apply it to averse like Revelation 3:12, where the Philadel phians are going
to receive three new names. That is, (1) the name of our God, (2) the name
of the city of our God (Jerusalem), and also (3) as Christ says, our new
name. So these names then, in connection with Revelation 3:12, designate
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the very existence, the nature, and the responsibility of those great beings
who are going to be in God's Kingdom.

A change of name in the Bible indicates a change of character. Thus, Jacob
(supplanter) becomes Israel (the prevailer with God). There was a change
that took place there. Also, Saul (the destroyer) becomes Paul (the worker).
There was a change that took place, and God showed the change that took
place in the very nature of those men by changing their name to suit their
new nature.

Similarly, to act or to speak in another's name is to act as the representative
of that person and to participate in that name's authority. Thus, we are
ambassadors for Christ. We are acting in His name, and we are participating
in the authority of that name. Or, to be called by another's name implies
ownership by that other person. The one bearing that name comes under the
authority and the protection of the one whose name is called upon.

Remember the word "guiltless'? That iswhat it means. "l will not hold that
person clean." Thetest of one's spiritual cleanlinessisin how one uses the
names of God. Do we useit in truth? Or, do we use it in vanity? What it
indicatesis that a person is better off being sincerely wrong, than to be a
professing Christian and deny God's name by the conduct of one's life. That
Is a scary thought.

In his book, All The Divine Names And Titles In The Bible, Herbert Lockyer
lists 364 names and titles for Jesus Christ. And it is through His names and
titles that God has chosen to reveal much about His attributes, His office, His
authority, His prerogatives, and Hiswill. Each name of God is given to set
forth some distinct virtue, or characteristic, of His nature. So God has made
known His glory—Iet us say, the glory of His nature—by and through His
name, and it is not to be abused.

This commandment is certainly against common swearing—that is its most
obvious application—and aso the use of euphemisms. A "euphemism” isa
good word, a softer word, an innocuous word, that is used in place of a
harsher, |ess acceptable word in polite society. So we commonly grow up
hearing words like, "gee," "gosh," "golly," "cheese and rice," "got all
muddy." "Jiminy Cricket," "doggone." Those are all euphemismsfor God. |
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think that most of you are aware of that, and much of the public is aware of
that. | have an article here from The Chicago Tribune, that | cut out about
five years ago, on euphemisms, and those people understood that those
words were swear words for God—and that they ought not to be used.

But this commandment also coversthe light or disrespectful use of any of
God's attributes or character. It is this commandment—more than any other—
which shows how much God is to be a part of every word, every act, and
every attitude of His children.

In order to know David, God shows usin His Word David as aboy. He
shows David as a shepherd. He shows David as a warrior, fighting Goliath.
He shows David anointed as king but still under the authority of Saul. He
shows David as king himself. He shows David as prophet. He shows David
as poet and musician. Every one of these is an aspect of avery rich nature.

Now, God is manifold times greater than David, and He reveals Himself, as
Herevealed David, in much the same way. In al kinds of eventualities and
circumstances, from Genesis all the way through Revelation, we have a
revelation of the mind, of the action, of the character of Almighty God. That
Is, of His nature in any circumstance that might come up in anybody's life,
whoever lives, for all of time, on this earth. So God isrevealed in HisWord
in the same way that David isrevealed. And God names Himself what He s,
even as He names people what they are—such as Jacob (supplanter) and
|srael (the prevailer with God).

Psalm 8:1 O Lord, our Lord, How excellent [or, glorious] is Y our
name in al the earth, who have set Y our glory above the heavens!

Or, as the Soncino (commentary) says:. "Y ou who rehearse Y our magjesty in
the heavens." That iskind of interesting. We will get to that in just a minute.

Psalm 8:2-4 Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants Y ou
have ordained strength, because of Y our enemies, that Y ou may
silence the enemy and the avenger. When | consider Y our heavens,
the work of Y our fingers, the moon and the stars, which Y ou have
ordained, what is man that Y ou are mindful of him, and the son of
man that Y ou visit him?
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"How magestic,” David says, "is Y our name!" The majesty of God is
revealed in His creation, and one of His namesis Creator.

Now put yourself in the psalmist's place. He is standing out, maybe
shepherding aflock of sheep, and the starry heavens are making a beautiful
canopy above his head—an awesome and spectacular showcase of the
majesty of God! Night after night, thisis rehearsed. As Psalm 19:4 says,
"Their line has gone out through all the earth."

Every night we have the opportunity (except maybe herein "Smogville") to
look up into those starry heavens and see a spectacular reminder of the
greatness of the God that we worship. And it is rehearsed night after night.
Day and night—on and on, year after year. And we have to wonder how
often we stop to take thisinto mind, and put it into perspective, the way the
psamist did here.

What is also implied, in this same context, is that the same glory of that same
God is equally shown on the earth, as well. So we have, day and night, an
awesome display of the power and the mgesty of our God. What else do we
see there, besides power and majesty? We see order. Awesome beauty that is
constantly changing and shifting—so that no two sunsets are ever exactly
aike.

We see loving providence, as He provides for His creation every day.
Awesome wisdom as everything is balanced and in harmony—except where
man has gotten things disharmonious. We see reason and logic, and we see
vastness of thinking—of this great God that we worship.

This psam isintended to direct yours and my thinking toward the vastness

of this God and His majesty as compared to the puny insignificance of you
and me. And yet that great, awesome God has it in mind—it is His purpose—
to glorify Himself in us. Yes, "out of the mouths of babes and infants." This
iIswhere that principlein | Corinthians 1:26 comes from. God has called the
weak of the world—to glorify Himself in. He has chosen that which is weak
and foolish (by this world's standards) to come to appreciate and to respect
the glory of God—the glory that isin His name.
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Herein thefirst line of this psalm, God reveals Himself in two ways. (1) The
first oneisL-o-r-d. "Adona" in Hebrew. It isroughly equivalent to the
English word, "owner." So He introduces Himself, in this psalm, as the
owner of the heaven and the earth. And then (2) we have L-O-R-D. Thisis
the very famous Y ahweh—the YHWH. The one that is translated there in
Exodusas"l AM that | am." It isinteresting to put the emphasisin different
places. "I am THAT | am." (Just to play with that, once in awhile, is kind of
interesting.) The"l AM"—YHWH. He s the one who has made a
covenant—an agreement—with man. He is the Eternal One.

YHWH is connected to other nouns, in order to further describe His
character to you and me. We have Yhwh-nissi, which means " God, my
banner." That appearsin Exodus 17:15. It is intended to give encouragement.
And it will appear in places where God is teaching that we need to be
encouraged, by the context of what He isteaching usin that area.

We have Yhwh-tsidkenu, which means "God, our righteousness' or, "our
deliverer." It appears in Jeremiah 23:6. Yhwh-roi, "God, our Shepherd'—the
one who guides. That appearsin Psalm 23:1. There is Yhwh-mekaddishkem,
"God, who sanctifies you"—the one who anoints. This appearsin the
Sabbath Covenant, in Exodus 31:13. Yhwh-jireh, "God, our provider." It
literally means, "the one who sees'—meaning that He is there in Genesis 22:
14. Yhwh-ropheka, "God, our healer," in Exodus 15:26. And Yhwh-shalom,
"God, our peace." He used that when He was with Gideon, in Judges 6:24.

Now turn with me to Psalm 23—this psalm that is supposed to be the most
beloved of al pieces of the Bible. Most of us are not familiar with the very
Interesting fact that Psalm 23 isreally a brief expounding of eight names of
God. The names do not actually appear here; but in each verse—sometimes
twice in averse—the implication of God's name appears.

Psalm 23:1-5 The Lord is my shepherd [ There we have Y hwh-roi.
He isthe one who guides.] | shall not want. [ Y hwh-jireh, the one
who provides.] He makes meto lie down in green pastures, He
leads me beside the still waters. [Or, waters of peace. Y hwh-
shalom. That is, He is the God who gives peace.] He restores my
soul; ['Y hwh-ropheka—the God who heals.] He leads me in the
paths of righteousness [Y hwh-tsidkenu. And He does that, what

Page 9 of 26



Holiness (Part 1) by John W. Ritenbaugh (https.//www.cgg.org)

for?] for His name's sake. [His hame, not ours. His—so that we can
glorify Him.] Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow
of death [Y hwh-shammah. Thisis one that we did not give you
before. It means, "He isthere"—He iswith us.] You prepare atable
before me in the presence of my enemies; Y ou anoint my head with
oil; [There are two of them there. Y hwh-nissi, the encouragement
(the banner) and Y hwh-mekaddishkem, the one who sanctifies or
anoints.]

Now, | have no doubt that the psalmist, David, was meditating on the names
of God, and thisiswhat came out. What he knew of the nature of God isthis
most beloved section in all of the Bible. And it is nothing more than a study
of the names of God.

Psalm 18:1 | will love You, O Lord, my strength.

In the Hebrew, it is much stronger than that. It says, "Fervently do | yearn
over You." Maybe that is alittle too syrupy for those of usin this day and
age. But that iswhat it says. "Fervently do | yearn over You!" And then
comes aliteral torrent of names of God. There are eight of them, right in a
row.

Psalm 18:2-3 The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my
deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom | will trust; my shield,
and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. | will call upon the
Lord, who isworthy to be praised; so shall | be saved from my
enemies.

David knew God's attributes as expressed by His names, and, thus, he
conducted hislife accordingly. He called upon the name of God. By faith, he
trusted God to intervene in the affairs of men. He knew what God would do
(i.e., what He could be trusted to do) by the way that God expressed Himself
through His names.

| will put thisinto avery ssimpleillustration. Y ou are doing things like this
virtually every day with other human beings. If your car breaks down, do
you take it to the dentist? No, you take it to the person who has the name—
auto mechanic. (Or, the person who has the reputation.) Y ou call upon that
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person, when you are in need to repair your automobile. When your teeth
need fixed, you do not go to the bank teller. Y ou go to the person who has
the name, the title, and the reputation of being able to take care of your teeth.

It isthis same principle that is at work with God. By His names, He
Illustrates what He is skilled at doing, and not only skilled at doing, but what
He will do. Sometimes the name will even describe the parameters of His
blessing, or the conditions that are imposed upon receiving the fulfillment of
that.

So that iswhat David was doing here, in his prayers. He was calling upon
God, as God had revealed Himself by His names. And he would be
confident—just as you would be confident in taking your automobile (or
whatever it was) to the person who had the reputation of having the skill to
be able to do that. Y ou would call upon that person. That iswhat David did,
and that iswhat you and | need to do. That iswhy you need to know the
names of God. God is skilled, and God iswilling to help. Through His
names, He reveals what He is willing to do.

Now thereisavery interesting episode that took place in the life of Moses,
recorded back herein Exodus 33 and 34. The context hereisright after that
horrible incident with the Golden Calf. That was aterrible mark on the
|sraelites integrity before God. He was quite upset, and justly so, about what
they had done, and He executed some punishments upon them.

Exodus 32:35 So the Lord plagued the people because of what
they did with the calf which Aaron made.

In Exodus 33:1, God tells Israel to get up and go on—that He would send an
angel; but He was not going to go with them. Well, thisreally shook Moses
up, and Moses was really feeling down in the dumps regarding what had
occurred. We are going to pick up the story herein verse 12.

Exodus 33:12-14 Then Moses said to the Lord, "See, You say to
me, 'Bring up this people,' But Y ou have not let me know whom
You will send with me. Yet You have said, '| know you by name,
and you have aso found gracein My sight.' [That iswhat God said
to Moses.] Now therefore, | pray [I beg of you. | plead with you.],
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if I have found gracein Y our sight, show me now Y our way, that |
may know Y ou and that | may find grace in Y our sight. And
consider that this nation is Y our people." And [God] said, "My
Presence will go with you, and | will give you rest [or, peace].

Exodus 33:17 So the Lord said to Moses, "l will also do thisthing
that you have spoken; for you have found gracein My sight, and |
know you by name.

Heistelling Moses, "I know you inside and out. | know you intimately. I'm
not just acquainted with you, Moses. | know everything about you." And so
Moses jumped at that.

Exodus 33:18-20 And he said, "Please, show me Your glory."
Then [God] said, "I will make all My goodness pass before you,
and | will proclaim the name of the Lord before you. | will be
gracious to whom | will be gracious, and | will have compassion on
whom | will have compassion." But He said, "Y ou cannot see My
face; for no man shall see Me, and live."

Then God tells Moses to "stand in here, in this cleft of the rock."

Exodus 34:5-7 Now the Lord descended in the cloud and stood
with him there, and proclaimed the name of the Lord. And the Lord
passed before him and proclaimed, "The Lord, the Lord God,
merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness
and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin, by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the
iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth
generation."

God obliged to Moses' request; but how did He do it? How did He show
Moses His glory? He preached him a sermon on His name! | might change
that and say, "He preached him a sermon on the third commandment.” He
expounded before Moses. And | say "expounded" here because | feel certain
that all that we have isjust the barest evidence of what God said—the notes,
asit were, of what He talked about more fully. | am sure that He preached
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him a sermon on eleven names of God: Y hwh, El, the Merciful Being, the
Gracious One, the Longsuffering One, the Mighty One, the Bountiful One,
the True One, the Preserver of Bountifulness, He who bears away iniquity,
and He who visitsiniquity.

What He did before Moses was rehearse His nature. And that was so
encouraging to Moses, because he knew then that they were not abandoned—
that He would be with him—because of what He is (what God was, and what
God is). Not because |srael deserved in any way, shape, or form for God to
be with them, because every single one of them deserved to be dead! But
because God is God, He would continue through with His purpose; and these
names exemplified what He would be doing.

So God did not give Moses avision of His majesty and power, but of His
love, of Hisway of relating to His creation. The glory of God isthe
manifestation of His nature, of His character, of Hisway of relating to His
creation—especially to His children. His names are signposts of His nature.
They are reminders to you and me of what we can expect Him to do. That is
why Moses was so encouraged.

Normally, one cannot see God. And, even when we read it in God's Word,
what we read here was originally said in Hebrew, and it is translated rather
vaguely into English. Now where does that leave you and me?

Matthew 11:25-27 At that time Jesus answered and said [a prayer,
in the hearing of hisdisciples], "I thank Y ou, Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, that Y ou have hidden these things from the wise
and prudent and have revealed them to babes [Psalm 8:1-2]. Even
so, Father, for so it seemed good in Y our sight. All things have
been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows [Remember
that word "knows." We get to know David "inside and out" you
might say. And we are to know the Father. So, it says no one knows
.. .] the Son except the Father. Nor does anyone know the Father
except the Son, and the one to whom the Son willsto reveal Him.

Here iswhere we stand. We cannot read Hebrew. And we are not so

conversant with God (as M oses was) that we can even see His hinder parts
and have Him speak to us face to face. But we do stand in the position of
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having God revealed to us by His Son, Jesus Christ. Now, how has He done
that?

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and
we behold His glory. . .

What did Exodus 33 and 34 say the glory of God is? It isthe revelation of
His nature. Certainly thereisglory in arevelation of His power and
majesty—if He should choose to do it in person. But, to you and me, that is
not what He isinterested in. Heisinterested in our understanding His
nature—that we are conversant with it, that we perceive it, that we
understand it, that we can act wisely upon it, and that we can call upon God
because we understand His nature.

John 1:14 . . . we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

John 1:18 No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten
Son, who isin the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.

The glory of God has been declared in the person of Jesus Christ. Now, did
Jesus Christ come radiating beauty all over the place? Was there a heavenly
aura about Him, ahalo over His head? Did He glow like burnished bronze
everywhere that He went, so that everybody could point out and say, "Hey,
there goes God!"? No, He did not do that. He revealed the glory of God by
what He did and by what He said. And much of what He said is recorded in
this Book for you and me.

John 14:5-6 Thomas said to Him, "Lord, we do not know where
Y ou are going, and how can we know the way?" Jesus said to him,
"| am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through Me."

Tie that together with Matthew 11:27. Those who can know the Father are
those who are having the Father revealed to them by the Son.
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John 14:7-10"If you had known Me, you would have known My
Father aso; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him."
Philip said to Him, "Lord, show usthe Father, and it is sufficient
for us." Jesus said to him, "Have | been with you so long, and yet
you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the
Father; so how can you say, 'Show us the Father? Do you not
believe that | am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words
that | speak to you | do not speak on My own authority; but the
Father who dwellsin Me does the works."

It isthrough the life, the works, and the words of Jesus Christ that we come
to know the names of God. Moses asked God to show him Hisway. "If you
want to see what God islike, if you want to see the mind of God, if you want
to see the nature of God, if you want to see God's whole attitude," Jesus
Christ issaying, "look at Me!" He is the way because, of all of mankind (all
who have ever lived), Heis the only one who has intimate knowledge of the
Father that istotally, completely, unmarred by sin. Hisvision of God is
absolutely perfect and accurate.

Jesus Christ shows the way men should walk. Actually, | should not say,
"should." The way men must walk. He shows us the direction, the manner,
the method of doing things. The way to God lies in knowledge of the Son.
Thisis exactly what Christ has done, in declaring the glory of the Father to
mankind.

Let meillustrate it thisway. If you are in a strange city, and you ask for
directions to such-and-such a place—something like thisislikely to occur.
"Well, yeah buddy, I'm not real familiar with this area around here either; but
| think you go up here about six blocks, and then you turn right. Y ou go
another four blocks and on the right hand side you will see abrown stone
church with areal high steeple on it. | think that right there you ought to turn
left. Then you go another five blocks. Along the way, you will see the post
office, and you will see the city/county building. And, along the way, there
will be a gas station on the right hand side. When you go past that gas station
about another hundred yards, | want you to turn right again. Then you go
down three more blocks and turn left."
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By thistime, there istotal confusion; and you do not know which way to go.
Y ou start on your way and then you say, "Did he say go right or left? Did he
say six blocks, four blocks, three blocks, or two blocks? Did he say church or
what?"*

When you go to Jesus Christ and you ask Him the way, He says, "Come.
Follow Me. I'll show you." That iswhy Heistheway . He shows us! It is not
just in words. He shows us the mind of God, so that we know the name of
God—because we see Him in al kinds of circumstances. As Jesus acted, so
would the Father act. ("If you have seen Me, you have seen the Father.")
And so we have no excuse when we say that we cannot understand the
Father, or that we cannot know God—that He is distant from us. How can |
keep the third commandment if | do not know God, and | do not know His
name? It isright there in the New Testament. We have been shown.

In addition to that, He is truth. There are people who can speak truth. They
can teach us truth. | can teach you truth. Many others can teach us truth. But
Jesus Christ was truth. He embodied it! Everything that He did and said was
absolutely right on the mark—every time, without fail. No misleading, no
shadow of turning. No time, a any timein Hislife, was there ever even the
tiniest hint of deception about God, about what He is, or the way to go, or the
way to do things. Everything is right on the mark.

That isimportant, because | could get up here and | could teach you things—
let us say about geometry. Whether | am aman of integrity, of
responsibility—and what my character is like—does not matter a great deal.
It does not affect the mathematical truth of geometry. But if a person is going
to teach you moral and spiritual and ethical truth, what that person is makes
al the difference in the world.

Would you like to receive alesson on purity from an adulterer? Thereis an
inborn resistance to that kind of thing. But it is awfully hard to refute and to
find fault with the words of a person who embodies truth, and he is teaching
truth—because you know that person isliving it. Then those words carry
weight and authority.
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L et us continue to carry this thought out. Let us go to the book of Colossians.
Here we will see that Jesus Christ was absolutely qualified to do what He
did—to reveal the names of God.

Colossians 1:15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn
over al creation.

Colossians 2:9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the [divine
nature] bodily.

These are two of the strongest statements in the entire Bible about the divine
nature of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is not only "equal to" God—He is God!
Jesus Christ not only reflects God—He reveals God. He was not a mere
statue—Ilike the moon reflecting the glory of something else. Hewas a
channel for it, completely and totally. Completely holy, He has the authority
to judge the world. Thereis no clearer view anywhere of what God islike!

Now what did He do when He became a man? The full revelation of God,
the complete expression of God in a human body—He is unique. He
imposed upon Himself al the time and space limitations that are imposed
upon all other human beings. He had every opportunity to waste time, to get
drunk, to be a glutton, to get angry, embittered, depressed, upset, frustrated,
to have headaches, to strike out at others.

He had to work, just like other men did. He ran abusiness. He was a building
contractor. Did He have to meet a payroll? Very likely. Did He have to make
sure that people paid Him? Very likely. Did He ever have to deal with people
who did not pay their bills? Very likely. He imposed upon Himself those
kinds of things.

Maybe He even had the opportunity to be an in-law—a brother-in-law to the
wives of his brothers. He had to learn to live without a father in the family.
Tradition saysthat His father died. At least, His father was not around when
He was doing His preaching. He is not mentioned at all when Jesus was
crucified. That gave Christ the opportunity to be the head of afamily, as
well, and to take care of awidowed mother.
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He had the opportunity to live through the deaths of loved ones, and to face
His own death aswell. And so, in Jesus Christ, we see God coping with life
on the same terms as other men. And we are able to see the kind of character
that God possesses. We are actually able to see it in actual, real life,
everyday kinds of experiences, if we will just dare to meditate on these kinds
of things.

We can have firsthand information about how we ought to react in our
situationsin our life. We see God teaching. We see God healing. We see
God laying down Hislife. We see God correcting in love. We see God
patiently counseling.

With that in mind, turn with meto John 17. Thisis particularly interesting
because it is that prayer of Jesus Christ for the church—for His disciples, for
His church—prior to His crucifixion. It is very interesting to see this, in the
light of what we are talking about this day.

John 17:3"And thisis eternd life, that they may know Y ou, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom Y ou have sent."

John 17:6 "I have manifested Y our name to the men whom Y ou
have given Me out of the world. They were Y ours, Y ou gave them
to Me, and they have kept Y our word."

John 17:11 "Now | am no longer in the world, but these arein the
world, and | cometo Y ou. Holy Father, keep through Y our name
those whom Y ou have given Me, that they may be one [If we are
going to be "one" with God, it is going to be through His name.] as
We are."

Now drop down to verse 26. Thisis arecording of the last thing that He said
to His disciples (before being crucified). He did talk to John while He was
hanging on the stake, when He said, "Behold, your mother." Butina
teaching situation, thisisit.

John 17:26 "l have declared to them Y our name [This was a final
reminder, in ateaching situation.], and will declareit [Notice, this
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Isthe reason it was declared.], that the love with which Y ou loved
Me may beinthem, and | in them."

Does knowing the name of God have anything to do with salvation? Or, to
put it another way, does the third commandment have anything to do with
salvation? It has everything to do with the quality of the way that we do
things. And the quality of the way that we do thingsis directly attached to
knowing the name of God.

Now back to verse 3, just to touch on this—the Bible's definition of eternal
life. Y ou know that the Bible saysthat sin isthe breaking of God's law. This
Is a strange definition: Eternal lifeisto know God. | think all of us
understand that "know," biblically, has a sexual connotation to it, and what it
iIsimplying is experiential knowledge—not theoretical knowledge.

In Amos 5:4, God through Amos said, "Seek Me, and live!l" Heisimplying
eternally. If we seek God, we will live. Now eternal life does not especially
have to do with duration, because living the kind of life that God wants us to
liveis an enjoyable life. Just because one lives eternally does not mean that
they are going to be enjoying life.

When Jesus Christ says that eternal lifeisto know God, Heisimplying a
quality of life as primary and length of life as secondary. He isimplying that,
If we begin now to know God, the abundant life already begins, and we
begin to experience the kind of life that God lives—the only kind of life that
iIsworth living eternally (that is, days without end).

We find, then, that this kind of life comes from an intimate relationship with
God—implied by the word "know." Sexual connotations. Adam knew his
wife Eve, and suddenly she had babies. So eternal life comes about as a
result of experience—intimate experience—of living with God.

Again, | ask the question, "What happens if you don't know anything about
God?' That is partly what His names are for—that we might get to know
Him. Thisthat | am heading for is even contained in the Greek word aionios
(trandlated here "eternal™). It hasto do with quality. Eterndl lifeisthelife of
God.
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Did you notice how frequently Jesus (in this prayer) mentioned the name of
God? Three times, He did. The name represents what Jesus Christ is
revealing to us about God. Thisis how you come to know God—through
what Jesus Christ has revealed about God. We are kept by that name: First,
by trusting in it as David did, asin Psalm 18. When David was in trouble,
when he had need, he went to God, and he named names of God that would
indicate what God would do for him.

And so we will be kept—we will be guarded; we will be preserved—by God
because we know Him through the revelation of His name. But it also
implies by obedience because of those names. Because we understand what
those names mean, we are obedient to their nature—to their character—
because they are showing what we ought to be following.

Psalm 9:9-10 The Lord also will be arefuge for the oppressed, a
refuge in times of trouble. And those who know Y our name will
put their trust in Y ou.

That iswhy Jesus said, "Keep them through Y our name." Those who know
the name of God will put their trust in His name. They will have faithin it,
and salvation is by grace through faith.

Now let me drop something on you, here in Matthew 28. Everybody knows
these verses. We sing them so frequently, in the hymnal.

Matthew 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of al the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the

Holy Spirit.

Did you catch what that says there? We have been baptized into the name.
Brethren, since you have been baptized and you received God's Holy Spirit—
now you bear that same name! That is your spiritual Family name—God!

Does that have any effect on the way that you conduct your life? Do you
ever think that you bear that name around? No, most of the time, brethren,
we think only of the name that has been passed on to us by our father or, the
name that we have taken because we have become married. We are now
Immersed into the Family of God and we now bear the name of God. Even
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as a son physically bears the name of his father, we now have this spiritual
family name.

Let usreview just asecond. The first commandment has to do with what we
worship—the Almighty Creator. The second commandment has to do with
how we worship. We worship in spirit and in truth. The third commandment
has to do with the quality of our personal witness to everything that the name
that we bear implies.

Proverbs 22:1 A good name is to be chosen rather than great
riches, loving favor rather than silver and gold.

| think that we can speculate that this might be considered a person's most
valuable asset. His name! That is, the name of God that we now bear, and of
which the commandment says, "Y ou shall not bear that name in vain." Now
what are you doing to uphold the Family name? Are you guiltless? Are you
clean in your bearing of it? What is your witness like before men? What is
your witness like before God? These questions need to be asked—now that
we know that we bear that name. What is the quality of your Christian life?

Proverbs 30:7-8 Two things | request of Y ou (Deprive me not
before | die): Remove falsehood and liesfar from me. . .

Remember that word "vanity"? What does it mean? It means falsehood. It
means lies—that which islacking in reality, in truth.

Proverbs 30:8-9. . . Give me neither poverty nor riches—feed me
with the food allotted to me; lest | be full and deny Y ou, and say,
"Who isthe Lord?' Or lest | be poor and steal, and profane the
name of my God.

Let meread apoem to you. It isentitled "Your Name." Edgar Guest wrote it
some time ago. Y ou might think of this spiritually, even though it applies
only humanly.

Y ou got it from your father.
‘Twas the best he had to give,
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And right gladly he bestowed it.
Its yours, the while you live.

Y ou may lose the watch he gave you
And another you may claim,

But remember when you're tempted,
Be careful of his name.

It was fair the day you got it,
And aworthy nameto bear.
When he took it from his father,
There was no dishonor there.

Through the years, he proudly wore it,
To hisfather, he was true.

And that name was clean and spotless,
When he passed it on to you.

Ah, there's much that he has given

That he values not at all.

He has watched you break your playthings,
In the days when you were small.

Y ou have lost the knife he gave you,
And you've scattered many a game.
But you'll never hurt your father,

If you're careful with his name.

It isyours to wear forever.

Y ours, the while you live.

Y ours, perhaps some distant morning,
Another boy to give.

And you'll smile, asdid your father,
With asmile that all can share,

If aclean name, and a good name,
Y ou are giving him to wear.
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Let us go to Romans 2:17, where | want you to think of yourself in this
context.

Romans 2:17-24 Indeed you are called a Jew, and rest on the law,
and make your boast in God, and know Hiswill, and approve the
things that are excellent, being instructed out of the law, and are
confident that you yourself are a guide to the blind, alight to those
who are in darkness, an instructor of the foolish, ateacher of babes,
having the form of knowledge and truth in the law. Y ou, therefore,
who teach another, do you not teach yourself? Y ou, who preach
that a man should not steal, do you steal? Y ou who say, "Do not
commit adultery,” do you commit adultery? Y ou who abhor idols,
to you rob temples? Y ou who make your boast in the law, do you
dishonor God through breaking the law? For "the name of God is
blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you," asit iswritten.

We know that Paul was speaking to those Jews who were not yet converted.
At least, | hope that they were not yet converted and that they have
opportunity yet to repent of those things. But this makes it very plain that
God's name is hallowed—or profaned—by our conduct. The third
commandment is kept—or broken—nby the same. Thisis the commandment
that tests the quality of our witness.

Y ou might want to write down |saiah 43:6-12, because God shows us there
that we are His witnesses that He is God. That connects directly to the first
series of verses| gave you in Isaiah 40, where the church is supposed to say
to Judah, "Behold your God." And we are His witnesses, that He is God.

Now here, in Isaiah 48, is something that iswritten to Israel; but | think that
we can pick up the principle here.

| saiah 48:1-2 Hear this, O house of Jacob, who are called by the
name of Israel, and have come forth from the wellsprings of Judah;
who swear by the name of the Lord, and make mention of the God
of Israel, but not in truth or in righteousness; for they call
themselves after the holy city, and lean on the God of Isragl; the
Lord of hosts is His name.
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These people were standing in, that is, they were relying in, they were
trusting in, the name of their bearers—both physically and spiritualy.
Physically, they bore the name of Israel. Spiritually, they bore the name of
God. But God is complaining, here, that their actions did not live up to either
the magjesty of their physical or their spiritual names.

Thisisawarning, | think, both to physical Israel and to the Israel of God, as
the church is very plainly pointed out to be in Galatians 6:16. If we, who
have taken (or bear) the name of God, use the name of God in any way that
denies the true meaning, or character of God—we are either breaking the
third commandment or coming awfully close to breaking it, or we are on our
way to doing so. And it isinteresting that the prophecies contain very much
revelation along thisline.

Ezekiel 36:16-18 Moreover the word of the Lord came to me,
saying: "Son of man, when the house of Israel dwelt in their own
land, they defiled it by their own ways and deeds; to Me their way
was like the uncleanness of a woman in her customary impurity.
Therefore | poured out My fury on them for the blood they had
shed on the land, and for their idols with which they had defiled it."

Y ou can begin to see the context. Ezekiel is speaking to people who arein
captivity, and he is telling them why they went into captivity.

Ezekiel 36:19-20 "So | scattered them among the nations, and they
were dispersed throughout the countries; | judged them according
to their ways and their deeds. When they came into the nations,
wherever they went, they profaned My holy name."

God is complaining here that, even though He put them in captivity, it did
not change them. Now listen to this next part and think of it in light of the
church:

Ezekiel 36:20 "When they [meaning their captors] said of them

[the Israelites who were in captivity], 'These are the people of the
Lord, and yet they have gone out of Hisland.™
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Anybody ever heard people say, "These are God's people, and they do things
like that?' |Is the name of God being profaned? Maybe.

Ezekiel 36:21-23 " But | [God] had concern for My holy name,
which the house of Israel had profaned among the nations wherever
they went. "Therefore say to the house of Israel, 'Thus saysthe
Lord God: "I do not do this for your sake, O house of Israel, but for
My holy name's sake, which you have profaned among the nations
wherever you went. And | will sanctify My great name, which has
been profaned among the nations, which you have profaned in their
midst; and the nations shall know that | am the Lord,' saysthe Lord
God, 'when | am hallowed in you before their eyes.™

Y es, when they one day repent.

If we had the time, | could show you many verses where God shows the
rewards that are going to go to those who glorify His name. Remember that
we do that (i.e., break the third commandment) not just with what comes out
of our mouth—swear words. That isjust one small part of it. God is
interested in the whole landscape of our witness for Him—the conduct of our
livesin every area, and even our attitudes. Do they live up to (are they
holding up the reputation of) the name, which we now bear?

| John 3:1-3 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed
on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore the
world does not know us, because it did not know Him. Beloved,
now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what
we shall be, but we know that when He isrevealed, we shall be like
Him, for we shall see Him as He is. And everyone who has this
hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.

What John is doing hereis calling upon these people to remember their
privileges in bearing the name of God.

| mentioned earlier about thinking about what you might name your children.
What made me think of that was that | read in a commentary somewhere that
Chrysostom (who is one of the early church fathers) actually gave a sermon
to people about what they should name their children. And he suggested in
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that sermon that they give their children the name of a great personage—
especialy, maybe, a great personage out of the Bible, and tell their children
(while they are small) about all of the deeds of that person, in order to
encourage them to live up to that name and to continue to bear it.

That iswhat John is doing herein | John. It is a gentle reminder to those of
us who bear the name of God—to purify ourselves and uphold that name.
There might be what could be considered a paradox here. We think that, in
order to know God, we have to see Him. In order to be like Him, we have to
see Him. But God says, "No." He has not given us opportunity to see Him.
And we are not going to see Him until He chooses to reveal Himself to us
thisway. Instead, God has chosen to operate His purposes by faith. He has
revealed what He is (1) through a multitude of circumstances, (2) through
His names, and (3) especially by the life of Jesus Christ. And, by faith, He
wants us to emulate Him by means of His Spirit. The power isthereto do it.

Brethren, | feel confident that if we saw Him in the flesh (that is, our flesh—
not His flesh), if we saw Him while we were still flesh and blood, either one
of two things would happen. We would be so over-awed by His holiness, by
His purity, that we would just give up and quit right there. Or, our curiosity
would be satisfied and we would give up even there. God's way is best. He
knows what He is doing. He wants us to emulate Him and uphold His name
through the revelation that is coming through Jesus Christ.

Psalm 34:1-3 | will blessthe Lord at all times; His praise shall
continually be in my mouth. My soul shall make its boast in the

L ord; the humble shall hear of it and be glad. Oh, magnify the Lord
with me, and let us exalt His name together.

Y es, brethren, Hallowed be His namel!
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